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250 FRAME EXHIBIT PLANNED AT POLPEX 1964 
T'he acting cha:rman of t he Po1pex 

C'OIJllmci!ttee <Stefan Kochans,ki announces 
that as of now 2•50 frames of Poland 
stallJipS and related Polish material 
have been rpromised for our 25,th Anni­
versary Show, POLPEX fll96-1 on Felb­
rn,ary 2S, 20 and March 1 at t he An­
drew House, 2441 "\V. Division St., in 
Chicrugo, U.S.A. 

The preliminary survey made by 
sending out questionnare reiply cards 
and replies to pen,onal inv;ta,tions in­
dicate that this will be the largest 
showing ever 0£ Poland sta•nl\PS at a 
Pol(pex or anywhere for that matter 
outs ide of Poland itself. 

Our PoLpex seal is already in pro­
duc,tion as the succ.essful Souven·r 
Sheet Desi,gn Contest which brought in 
many attractiv•e and worthy designs 
ended Oc:tober 31st. Winners of the 
contest are as follaws: 

1st ipriize---Myron Steczynski, Chi cago, 
Ill. Copy of Poland No. 1 donated 
by Dr. L. P. Komkieiwc.z. 

JOHN F. KENNEDY 
35th President of the United States 

Assasinated November 22, 1963 

2nd prize-Al Juskowicz, Neeruah, Wis. 
Set .of First Day Covers donated by 
Stefan Kochanski; Machowski POW 
C'atalogs, 400th Year Book of Polish 
Post and Ruch Catalog donated by 
dealer Joseph Bieniecki. 

3rd prize-Roman H. Strzelecki, Ch:­
cago, Ill. $5.00 in trade donated by 
dealer Roman Reinowski. 

4th prize-John F. Szuch Cleveland, 
Ohio. $5.00 in trade donated by dea­
ler Roman Burkiewieiz. 

5th priz-e-Barbara Strzelecki, Chicago, 
Ill. Ru-ch Catalog donated by dealer 
Joseph Bieniecki. 
A0ting as judges for the contest 

were: Dr. L. P. Kozakieiwicz, Lester 
Jankowsk i and Roman Burkiewic,z. 

With this issue 0£ the Bulletin we 
enclose a -prospectus or entry a.p,plica­
tion for memJbens wishing to exhibit 
ait POLPEX 196-1. Kindly fill it out a,t 
your earliest possible convenience and 
mail it to the Entry Committee Chair­
man, Josef Bendkowski . Id' you need 
more forms, please write to the en.try 
Chairman or Stefan Kochans,ki, 4030 
W. Carroll Ave., Chi•cago, Ill., 60624. 

W,e have contacted the major na­
tiornal stam,p publication,s for the re­
serva t,ion of space for philatelic al'tic­
les on Poland, Poloni,ca and associated 
material. .j;\.ll those conta-cted have res­
ponded wonderfully and ,promised to 
a,0comodate u,s iwith plewty of s.pace 
prior to Polpe•x time. We are in need 
of many articles rut this time. Please 
help us promote our Society and our 
hobby--ithe Philately of Poland. Send 
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your articles to our Bulletin Editor, 
Chester Schafer. J)eadline for all copy 
is January 15,th, 19,64. 

Also iii preiparation is an e,liaborate 
Polipex Prograxn Catalog. It will con­
tain a Hsting of the exhibits, adver­
tisement of dealers and members, ar­
ti,cles on Polish Philately and our So­
ciety, and an u,p to date membersh;,p 
list. vVe ask for your :ul or rpatron lis,t­
in,g. Full page ads $20.00, half ,page ads 
$12.00, Qua1•ter rpage ads $7.00 and 
patron listings $1.00. Send your copy 
and check to Ad and Patron Commit­
tee Chairman, Stanley Kuchan, 4324 
S. Spaulding Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60632. 

-POLAND­
MACHOWSKI P.O.W. CATALOGS 
Woldenberg - Gross Born - Murnan 
Neubrandenberg - Lubecka (6 vols.) 
Fully illustrated - Stamps reproduced in colors 
Complete history of the camps & stamps issued 

Much information never before available 
Written in Polish, with o catalog number 

listing in Polish, English and Germon 

Complete 6 Catalogs for $5.00 
Refundable with ourcha!.e of $2'i 00 or more 

!total! by end of 1963 
1963 IKZP Comulete CATALOG 

of Poland 
at no cost to our regular clients 

TWIN EAGLE STAMP CO. 
2140 Iowa St. Granite City, Ill. 

POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
Among our Polonus members are 

many collectors of Postal History. 
These members may be interes,ted in 
JOmmg the Postal History Society 
who e members include most of Ame­
rica's prominent collectors of postal 
history mwterial. 'l'hey publish a Jour-

•nal a11d News Bulletins rwhich are sent 
to members at no additional cost. Their 
Journal No. 11 which will arp,pear in 
December rwill carry an interesting ar­
ticle on Poland 1939, by Beede. 

A,piplicaition blanks and information 
a,bout the Soci€ty may be obtained by 
writing !frs. Ethel B. M,c,Coy, 6·5 West 
54th Strnet, New York 19, N.Y. 

TID BITS 
Roman Reinowski, Srg Bor and Site­

fon Ko,chanski acted as judges at the 
recent Hawthorne Stamp Club Exhibit 
in Cicero Ill. 

Also, at that Club's last program 
meeting Stefan Kochanski a,cted as 
guest speaker. 

* * * 
Congratu1ations to Alfred Szebel on 

the Broll'ze Medal Award he received 
with his vYarsaw U,prising Postal His­
tory exhib:t at "Naposta Berlin 1963". 

PREPARE YOUR COLLECTION 
FOR "POLPEX 1964" . . . . . 

At Freedom From Hunger Stamp Exhibit at International Minerals & Chemical 
Corporation, Skokie, a Polonus group looks on as D. Thomas Clements, Director 
of the United Nations postal admininstration, points out commemorative stamps 
from the Cameroons. In the group from left are Lester Jankowski, Mr. Clements, 
Stefan Kochanski, Dr. H. C. Mroczynski and Zdzislaw Wagrowski. 
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In Honor of Marie Curie-Sk{odowska on the 60th 
Anniversary of Awarding Her the Nobel Prize 

by Dr. M. A. Rayall de Ragan, Kowary Poland 

INTRODUCTION 
A s,wedish cheo:niS1t and inventor, 

Alfred Bernhard Nobel, born in 1833, 
who assiS1ted his :father in the dev,e,lop­
ment of torpedoes and mines, patent~d 
a mixture of n itroglycerine ancl gun­
powder devel0tped b? his fruther, his 
brothers and himself is 1863. In 1866 
he iperfected this compond ns a mix­
ture of niitrogly,cerine and kieseLguhr, 
a diatomaeeus earth, to ,which he gave 
the name "D:·nami,te". The production 
of dyruamite made· a gigantic fortune 
for its inven,tor. 

Uipon his death in 1896, he left a 
fund from the business of whi,ch annual 
prizes were ,awarded for the best works 
in the f.i,elds of rphy,si,cs, chern1istr:·, 
phyisiolo,g;· and medicine, l iberaturc, 
and tow,arcls promo,tion of internntio­
nal pea,cC'. 

The awards are made in Stockholm 
on December 10th of each ~-ear, on 
the ranniversary of the death of its 
donator, and iwere bestowed £,or the 
first time in 19001. 

Only one person of Polish oriig'n, 
Marie Curie Sklodoiwska, was a,warded 
the Nobel ·Prize twice, and iwa,s the 
sole recipient of amards in two sections. 

This year, on the 60th anniversary 
of the firS1t aiw·ard to Marie Cmie-S1do­
dowsk,a, thiis reiport is dediooted to her 
memory. 

* ·* * 
Marie Flklodr;wska iw11s b'lrn on No­

vember 2-6, 1867 in Warsaw, as the 
youngest daUJghter of five children of 
Wl,adyslaw Sklodoiwski, a tea,cher of 
physics in Warsaiw's upper schools. Her 
mother Bronislawa was a teacher also. 

She •graduated from upper school in 
1883 with the grand state a•w.ard. For 
eigM years she wor-ked as a governess 
and private teacher in. various homes,· 
saving the earnings for her future 
studies. In 1891 she went to Paris ·to 
COD!tinue her ecluc,ation at Sorbonne 
and in 1893 she received a. bachelor­
shi,p in physics and then began studies 
in chemistry. • 
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In 1891 at a party in Paris, arranged 
by Professor Jose,ph KowalSlki of Fre,i­
bergian Un iversity, she made the a,c­
quainitance of her future husband, 
Pierre Curie, Professor at the :\1:unici­
pal School of Industrial Physics and 
Chomistry. In 1895 she married him, 
-and engaged in inde;penden t research 
in his la:boratory. 

Following Antoine Henri Bequerel's 
discovery of rndi.oa,ctivity Marie Cur:e 
began to inves,tigate uranium, a radio­
active element found in pitchblende. 

In 1898 she rerpo1,t<1cl ,a iprobable n-ew 
element in pitchblende, and Pie-rre Cu­
rie joined in her research. This new 
element they na,med "Radium", ancl 
ano,ther elemenit discovered the follow­
ing year was named "Polonium" after 
her mother country. 

In 1902 they laboriously isolated one 
grMll of radium-salts from .a,bout eight 
tons of pitchblende, and determined 
the atomic weight of radium. This col­
losal work they did under very pri­
mitive conditions. Their work was not 
a,ppreciated in France. A -prnposition to 
continue their work in laiboi:iatories 
provided by the University of Geneva, 
Switzerland was rejected by the Cu­
ries who decided to remain in P ,aris. 

In foo3, the Royal Institute in~ited 
the Curies to London where they gave 
many lectures on radioac,tivit,y. The 
London visit was an enthusiastie suc­
cess for the Curies and for their me-
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rits <they were awarded the Davy Me­
dal, the world's greatest · scientific 
award. 

In 1903 Marie Curie received a Doc­
tor's degree in physics at Sorbonne 
with "summa cuim laude". During the 
period of 1899 to 1904 tlrny ,published 
singly and together 3'2 scientific publi­
cations. For their .works they shared 
the 1,90,3 Nobel ,prize in physics wjth 
A. H. Bequerel. 

In 1904, the Sorbonne created a spe­
cial position in physics for Pierre Cu­
rie and his wife for discoveries of 
11adioaetivity. She also re<tained her 
professorship (assumed in 1900 ) of the 
Normal School at Sevres, near Paris, 
and continued with their research. 

After . the death of her husband in 
a str~eit a0cident on Arpril 9, 1906, Ma­
rie Curie - Skloclowska (iby a spe,cial 
decree of the s•ta te) was ap,poin ted his 
successor. She was the first woman 
professor at the Un iversity of France. 

Oon:tinuirng her work in radioactivity, 
she and her assistant Andre Debierne, 
inventor of another radioactive ele­
ment "Actin", isolated metallic radium. 
In 1911 she wa,s awarded the Nobel 
prize ju chemistry, the firs•t person 
(and till this day) to .be ,a,w,arclcd a 
second NO'bel prize, and in ,another 
section. 

With the outbreak of W orlcl War I, 
M,arie Curie - Sklodo,wska devoted her 
energies to providirug radiological ser­
vices for field hos,pitals. She perfected 
the first known . auto-,am!bulance for 
radio1ogical ,and Roentgen-diagnosis of 
wounded soldiers. At the beginnirug of 
the war there were 20 autos, and at 
the encl over 500. She, herself wor,ked 
in many fi.elcl hosrpitals and taught the 
servi>ces of these ambulances, and du­
rin.g 191,6-1918 she trained over 200 
such attendants. 

She wo11ked in France as ,w,ell as in 
Belgian, Jitalian, En,glish and from 19ilr7 
is U.S. hoSipifals. In a hoS1pital at Hoog­
stade her assistant w,as Elizabeth, the 
Queen of B,e],gium, ,and the friendship 
between her and the King of Belgium 
Alber.t endured through her lifetime. 

In 1920 William B. M>aloney, an 
editor of a great New York magazine, 
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invited Marie Curie Sklodowska to 
visit U.S.A., and in 192-1 ·she came 
here. 

The U.S. visit was an uninterrupted 
success. !l"he Unive•rsities of Philadel­
phia, Pittsburgh, Yale, Harvard, Colo­
rado, Wellesley, Siillllllonds Radcliff 
and others awarcl•ecl her Do,ctors Causa 
Honoris- de,grees. 

On May 20<th, President Harding "in 
homage of the genius of mankind" 
praised her and offered one gram of 
Radium, the gift of U.S. women, to 
her R,aclium Institute at Paris. (The 
Radium was donated personally to 
Marie Curie-Skloclowska, but she ceded 
this gift to the Radium Institu,te.) 
-In 19212 she visHecl Rio cle Janerio, 

Italy, Netherlands, En.gland, Srpain, 
OzechoslovaJda, Brussells (as a rprivwte 
guest of King and Queen of Belgium), 
and was enthusiastically' welcomed 
every,where. 

In an old Chinese Confucian Tem­
ple "Tai Yonan Fou" her likeness is 
found among various "servants of man­
kind" ,as Buddha, Des Cartes, N e,wton 
and other famous persons. 

On May 15, 19,22 The League of Na­
tions Council unanimously elected Ma­
rie Curie Sklodowsk,a to membership 
in the International Committee of In­
telle0tual CoUaborwtion as a vice-pre­
siclen t. 

Marie Curie Skloclowska ,was a great 
Polish patriot also. In 1911 she w,as in­
vited to membership in Warsww's 
Sicientific Society and here proposed 
to create a J.aboratory for discoveries 
in radioactivity. In 1912 Marie Curie 
Skloclowska eame to 'iVarsaw and was 
greeted by another famous Pole, Hen­
l'yk Sienkiewic·z, Nobel prize winner 
of a.e05 in literature. 

Marie Curie, like her husiband in 
1903 did not return to Poland to ad­
minister this J.aboratory. Instead she 
went to W,arsaw in 1913 for the orpen­
ing of this laboratory. 

When Poland regained independence, 
she founded a Ra8.ium Institute in War­
saw. Money for this 'Plll'POSe eame 
from people's contributions, and she 
came to Poland in 192·5 to attend the 
cornerstone laying ceremonies of the 
new building. 
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The Universities honored her with 
doctor's oousa honoris degrees, and she 
also received the title of an honorary 
citizen of Warsaw. 

In 1929 a ;part of this Institute was 
erected, but n eeded for research was 
one g11am of Radium. Marie Curie 
Sklodowska once again went to the 
UJS., to her friend Mrs. Maloney and, 
obtained from her the second gram of 
Radium, as a gift of the U.S . .people 
to P,oland. During this visit Mrs. Cu­
rie iwas the private guest of Pr,esident 
Herbert Hoov-er at the White House. 
Before her return to EurO\Pe she vi­
sited the St. Lawrence Universuty and 
was honored with a degree "d,octor 
eausa honoris", and where at the front 
of the Institute of iphysics building 
her im,ag•e w,a,s carved in stone. 

On May 29, 1932 she returned to 
War·saw with the gilt of the Pe,c1ple of 
the U.18. ,and this was her last visit 
to Poland. ·Her health fail'ng, she left 
for Switzerland, where she died on 
July 4, 1934 in S.aneellemoz. She wa,s 
buried in the familiar tomb of Curies 
in Sevres near Paris. 

Pierie and Marie, Curie's marriage 
was J1<(Jlt- the only marriage of famous 
servants of man.kind. Their oldest 
daughter was . a famous scientist also, 
and- with her .husband Frederi,c JoHiot 
re,ce,ived .the Nobel prize in Physics in 
li936. 

To phi1a1telists the Curies lend them­
selves ,as a wonderful subje0t of to,pi­
cal stamps collectors. Of over 350 va­
rious designs of N oibel prize winners, 
issued by over 45 countries, the Curies 
Pierre and Marie, were deipic,ted by 5'6 
sta,lll!ps of 8 countries and 21 Freneh 
Co1onies. Af,gh,anistan Seott No. RA2, 
C'u,ba Bl-2, France B76, French Colo­
nies: Cameroun Bl, Dahomey B2, Fr. 
Equat. Africa Bl, Fr. Guiana B3, Fr. 
Guine,a ;s,2, Fr. India B6, Fr. Oceania 
Bo, Fr. Sudan Bl, Guacleloul))e B.'l, 
Indo-China B14, ,Ivory Coast B2,, Ma­
dag,ascar B2', M,artinique B2, Mauri­
tania B3, New Caledonia B4, NiJger 
Bl, Reunion B4, St. Pierre & Mique­
lon B3; Seilegai B3,- Somali Coast B2, 
Togo Bl, Monaeo B~4, Panama RAl-
4, 6-1]18 24-27 and RA 30, Poland 401, 
410, 412a, 512, 673, and new issue from 
July 22nd, 11963, Surinam B49, B52, 
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Turkey B67. Pierre • Curie was de,pic­
ted solely on three stamps: Bulgaria 
957, Romania 1126, and Russia 1878. 

Another Curie, t he husband of their 
daughter Irene Curie - Fr-ederic Jol­
liot Curie was depicted on 8 stamps of 
six oountries: Albania 541-543, Red 
China (not listed in Scott; Gibbons 
1625), Ozechoslovakia 91'2, Hun,gary 
1'319, Roumania 059 and Russ·a 2.171. 

A total collection of Curies, as a to­
pi,cal collection of the coric-~ption of 
radioactivity, consists of 67 stamps 
with portraits of various Curies, is­
sued by 36 eouwtries. It makes a fine 
collection of glorious serv•an ts of man­
kind. 

* * * 
SWEDEN ADDS TO 
"NOBEL WINNERS" 

On Decmrnber 10, Sweden will issue 
two new jubilee stamps of 215 ore and 
50 o. values to commemorate six 1903 
Nobel Prize winne,rs. The 250 shows 
.Sv,ante Arrhenius, Niels Finsen and 
Bjornstjerne Bjomson; the 50 o. broiwn 
d~picits Antoine Henri Becquerel, and 
Pierre and Marie Curie. 

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR 

POLAND 
Supplement No. 7, 1962 

Now Ready at $2.00 
plus 35c posta,ge 

Write us for a special price on 
complete Poland pages 

(to Members of Polonus only) 
Special Binder .......... 5.75 .50 
Dust Case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50 .50 

K-LINE 
PUBLISHING, INC. 

Geo. C. Kobyl ka 

1433 S. Cuyler Av., Berwyn, Ill 
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PRZEMYSL FLIGHTS 
By Fred J. Rafael 

(Reprinted from " Austria Philatelic Society Bulletin" of May-June 1952) 

(Continued from last month) after the Austrian fornes had been de-
Flight 11, on February 12th, 1915 by feated by su,perior Russ:an fielu. ar­

Capt. vion Lehman. He landed in Brzes- mies in the early day s of World War I. 
ko with official flight :postcards and The atempted stand along the San 
unocfficial mail dated February 8th to ~iver, the main cross:ng of whi,ch was 
lOith, of which some pieces were oan- guarded by Przemysl, failed, and the 
c,alled in Mahri,sch Ostrau 1 (d,ate ille- Austrian field armies had to retreat 
gible). Delivery in V,ienna was made still further to the Dunajec line. From 
on February 15th. there they started an offensive for the 

Flight 112, on February 18th by Sgt. relief of the fortress Przemysl in Oc­
Meltsch and Lt. Fiala. They landed at tober, which caused the Russian be­
Brnesko wi~th official flilght postcards siegers of Przemy,sl to attempt the 
dated Fe,bruary 11th to 116th, remain- storming of the fortress withou,t wait­
de:vs, and unoffici,al mail of the same ing any longer for the heavy siege ar­
period. Again some of the covers were tillery. After three days of fierce bat­
cancelled at Malrnisch-Ostrau 1 on Feib- ties 1the Russian attempt was repulsed 
ruary 20th and 2,lst. Mail from this and on October 1111, 1914 the first Rus­
flight was delivered in Vi,enna on :E'eib- sian siege was lifted. Still, the Aus­
ruary 2·2nd & in Hungary on the 23rd. trians were not strong enough to clri,·e 

Flight i113, Mar. 212nd, the clay of the the Russians from the East hank of 
surrender of the fortress, Lt. Stanger the San, and Russian re"nforcements 
and Capt. vonLehman, landed at Brzes- made another retreat of the AustriHn 
ko with official and unofficial flight inevitable. 
post cards elated Feb. 17th to :\[arch 'l'he se,cond sie-ge began on Nove-m-
20th and remainders. Some of the mail ber 6, 1914-, and ended with the surren­
c,arried on this flight was ciancellecl by cler on Ma1,ch 22, 1'915, after weeks of 
field post office 11 on March 23rd. short rations for the more than 110,000 
Delivery in Vienna and in Hun,gary defenders. (Provisions and ammunition 
W\8.S made partly during the_ middle of had !been depleted during the Octolber 
May and paI1tly aiter June 12th. fighting.) 

Another plane piloted by Sgt. M,eltsch As described in the 1'952 article, air-
made a forced landing, clue to motor planes were the only means of commu­
trouble in Russian held terr.itory. • '!.'he ni·cation between the fortress and the 
m,ai! ,c,arriecl on this flight was lo.st. outside, a,pa11t from :weak and unreli-

* * * ruble radio si,gnals, which, of course, 
PRZEMYSL BALLOON FLIGHTS was r,eservecl for of,fi.cial use only. We 
(Reprinted from Austria P.S. Bulletin of June 1956) don't know how few of them the Aus-

In ~hecking through some of the old trian -army had at that time, but we 
issues of the Bulletin you edi>tor no- know ,that one iplane arrived at Prze­
ticed that the artide by Fred Rafael mys! and departed froilil there during 
"P:vz-e,mysl Flights", published e:x:actly the first siege, and we know that the 
four years a,go in the May-June issue number of military ,planes must have 
of 19,52, which he vaguely rememib~red grown, as three planes led'•t Przemysl 
as inCOffi\Plete but never ,got around to on the same day, 11,amely on January 
implementing, had entirely omitted the 118, 1915. Altogether 14 flights left the 
interes,ting chaipfer of the P1~emysl fortress, and 13 of them arrived sa,fely 
Balloon Fl1ghts. Since we, the ed"tor, in Austrian territory. 
could not blame anybody but myself, It is understandable that every plane 
the author, there was only one thin•g brought some mail from P11zemysl. At 
to do, and here it is. • first this was entirely unofficial, but 

The first siege of the fortress of soon the fortress command or,ganizecl 
Przemysl began on September 18, 1914, an official system of selling and for 0 

216-6 Polonus Bulletin, N ovemiber, 1963 



wardin,g "Flugpostcarden" (flight post 
cards), of which a,bout 86,000 were 
sold in Przemysl. How many of them 
were aictually flo,wn out of the fo1,t­
ress there is no way of knowing, but 
the number must have been great, and 
Przemysl Flight Post Cards are with 
certain exceptions not considered great 
rarities. 

The Przemysl Balloon Cards a r e 
much rarer. Only a:bout 6,000 of them 
wer,e ,sold as is deduced from the fac,t 
that the Mghest known numb.er of a 
balloon card is 5,909. 

T'he balloon mail was organized at 
a!bout the same time thwt the flight 
cards were, namely before the m:ddle 
of J,anuary, 1915. As far as the sale 
of the cards go, the flight post cards 
went on sale on January 6, the balloon 
post cards on January 12, 19,15. 

'I'he unmanned balloon that carried 
the ,balloon 0ards were improv:sed in 
Pnze,mysl. 'l'hey were made of varnished 
white wrapping paper and filled with 
8 cu1bic meters of illuminating gas. 
Eaich ihalloon carried a package of 
rubout 600 of the special balloon cards 
and under it a cardlboard funnel filled 
with dry s,and. U'he gradual loss of the 
sand was intend-ea to prolong the 
fli,ghit. The balloons were to be re­
leased when favorable winds were ex­
ipected to carry them into Austro-Hun­
garian territory. 

'The first five balloons iwere released 
on January 20, 1915. One of these bal­
loons iwas found near Lemes in Hun­
gary around ,the middle of May. The 
mail from this balloon bears the can­
oollation 'Lemes, May 18', 1915". Ano­
ther one of them was found near Mar­
gitfalva, also in Hung,ary, and its mail 
was cancelled "Margitfalva, June 20, 
1915'. 

Another balloon is believed to have 
been released on March 7. 1't was found 
near Turja-Remete and the mail it car­
ried was caneelled by the "K.u.K. Feld­
postamt 47" (field post office 47) on 
March 19, 1915. 

Of two balloons it is known thwt 
they fell into Russian hands just out­
side the Przeimysl fortifications. Their 
mail, of course, iwas lost. Five rriore 
balloons are known to have been re-
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leased at some times during the siege, 
but their fate remained unknown. 

All balloon po&t cards are printed 
on blue paper and bear the rubber 
cachet 

BalloU;post Przemysl 
1915 

. In the space reserved for the name 
of the sender they show the cachet 
No. 3 

K.u.K. Festungsantilleriere,g:ment 
Furst Kins,ky Nr. 3 

Festungsballonabteilung N r. 1 
The top right hand corner shows the 

Przemysl control mark "IX. over 54" 
in the circle, as a rule the small tyipe 
L, sometimes ty.pes 3 or 5. The cards 
also show the most usual ty,pes of the 
Przemysl cencorship marks. 

'l'he cards are numbered, mostly with 
one of the me,chanical numerators, used 
in Przemysl, but occasionally by hand. 

One interesting card found is shown' 
in the October Bulletin on 'page 215--8. 
lit has the number 15747, was cancelled 
in PrzemJ15l on February 1, 1915 and 
shows the round cachet of Fortress 
Command of Przemysl. It was written 
in Pr-zemysl on January 5. The same 
man, who a,p,parently partfoipated in 
the prerparation of the f light cards, 
wrote a pink card on Jan. 2,2, which 
w,as cancelled in Przemysl on Febru­
ary 20, 1915. This card was numbered 
15,733. From. this it is deducted that 
the flight cards were first numbered 
regardless of color. Then iipparently 
the blue card (res-erved for the bal­
loon mail) was dis·covered among those 
meant for the ainrplane fli,ght mail, was 
se<par,ated from the o,thers, a;>d given 
the balloon c,ard cachet. Ho,wever, as 
the cachet o,£ the "Festungshallonabtei­
luU;g No. 1" is missing, it may be as­
sumed that it was carried by plane. 

Is there an army in which every­
thing goes a,c-cording to regulations J If 
so, it dii,tainly w,as not in the Aus­
trian army. AnO'ther exam,ple of this is 
the foct that me'i:nbers of the balloon 
deta,chment added some of their own 
flight rpostcards to the packages of the 
1;1pecial balloon cards. These cards look 
like the usual fl ight postcards with 
cachet 3 ,and a handwritten censorship 

216-7 



.,. ' 

mark. They must be, assumed to have 
been carried by pruper balloon,s if their 
cancellations are identical with those 
found on the tree balloon loads de-­
scribed in this article. 

The:ve remains one more chrupter to 
be told in the story od' the Przemysl 
balloon post. Five free balloons that 
had been in the fortress and may have 
been used for military observation pur- • 
poses, rwere filled and left the fortress 
during the morning hours on Ma:vch 19, 
1-915. One of them, the "Steiermark" 
was carried away by the storm befor-e 
the crew could board it. The others, 
namely the "Przemysl", th•e "Aus1tr,ia", 
the "Erzherzo,g Josef Ferdinand", and 
the "Schi,cht" got away, but all finally 
had to land in Russian or Russian oc­
cwpied territory. According to orders 
the balloons were destroyed and the 
mail the avi,ators had carried too. The 
only exception to this was the private 
mail carried by the balloon "Austria", 
which was treated as prisoner of war 
mail by the Russi,ans and as such for­
w,arded after being ,censored by the 
Russians through the Russian and the 
international Red Cross o:vganizations 
to the addressees. Less than 20 of 
these cards are known to exist. 

Mos1t of the data for this article are 
based on the 4th edition of Georg So­
betzky's Oesterreich Flugipostlmtalog, 
the illustrations are from Ernest Ro­
senfeld's collection. 

Give Your Old 

Stamp Catalogues, 

Albums, Magazines, 

and Your Duplicates 

to 

STAMPS FOR THE 
WOUNDED 

Send Your Ma.terial To: 

JOHN BOR 
1810 N, Richmond St. 

Chica.go 47, m. 
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OUR POST OFFICE TOUR 
On Friday, November 22, 1963, the 

day Pr-esident John F. Kennedy was 
assasinated, Po 1 onus members and 
guests assembled in the lobby of Chi­
ca,go's l\fain Post Office, the la1•gest 
post office in the world, on Van Buren 
and Oanal Street in Chicago. After a 
very bri-ef meeting dur;ng which the 
members stood for a minuite in silence 
to honor the de,ceased President, the 
crowd separated into two groups and 
proceeded on a l½ hour tour of the 
;proceeded on a 1 ½ hour tour of the 9th, 
&th, 7th, 6th and 4th floors. We saw 
ted, -can-celled and dispatched (,all with­
in a half hour) on the w,ay to its des­
tination. An enormous and unbelievable 
o,per,ation involvin,g some 8,500 workers 
was unfolded before our eyes. It was 
an umforgettruble eX[lerience. 

Upon co:m;pl-etion of the tour, Stefan 
Kochanski, passed out stailllped souve­
nir 1cards, with special cancellation, 
which he ·preipared -and printed him­
self. He •even went as far as to get 
Postmaster Semrow's ,personal auto­
graiph on the cards. G,ood boy, Stefan! 

OFFICIAL POLONUS FmST I?AY 
PADEREWSKI COVERS 

Beautiful 3-color embossed printed 
on rag bond envelopes 

4 cent Champion of Liberty 
Single ....................... $ .20 
Block of Four . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35 
Plate Block (limited supply). . . 1.00 

8 cent Champion of Liberty 
Single ....................... $ .HO 
Block of Foµr ..... •......... ,65 
Plate Block (limited supply) . . 1.75 

Send remittance with return postage to: 

Roman H. Strzelecki 
1489 N. Bell Ave. Chicago 22, nr. 
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NEW ISSUES 
By J. J. Domar 

To commemorate the great achieve­
ments in science and technic.s in the 
field of spa,c.e c.onquest by man, the 
Polish Post is going to issue a set of 
ten stam,ps e,ach depic,ting consecutive 
stages of conquest of spUJce and the 
or,bits of their fli,ghts. ' 

The design of ell!ch is as follows: 
30 ,gr.~illustrates the spac.e rocket 

projected by Oonstantine Ciollwwski 
(18'57-1935) and ,the funda,mental for­
mula for rocket sipe,ed esta,blished by 
him. 

40 gr.-the first artifiic • al satel­
lite "Sputnik I" il:auruched by the Soviet 
1;nion on October 4th, 1957. 

50 gr.-the first artifo, ial satelLtB 
"Explo1,er I" laurnclted by the Un:tcd 
States January 3ls1t, 19581• 

60 gr.-de,pi,cts the banner be:niug 
the Sov,ie,t ,coat od' anms brought to 
t he moon by the Soviet space S'Jtmd 
"Lunnil, II" on Se,ptcm•ber 12th, 1!X:i!1. 

1 ri:l.-derpicts the Sovi,et 1.,pa,ce ro­
ck•e,t "Lunn•ik III" whi,ch was launched 
on October 4th, 1959, and performed 
the first fl1ght •around the moon tak­
ing ,photogra,phs of the ryther side cf 
the moon, invis~ble frrym the earth. 

1,50 zl.--,shows "Vostok I" which 
brought the fi rst man out of nrbit, 
(M,ajor J. A. Ga,garin ) on April 12th, 
1961. 

1:5,5 ,zl.-shows. the United States 
capsule "Fr'endshirp 7" and the r~c,kct 
"Mer-cury VI" whi,ch flew three times 
around • the earth with Major Alan 
Shepard. , 

2.50 zl.~sho;ws the twin flight of 
the two Sovi,e,t spacemen, A. G. Niko­
layev and P. R. Po.povitch in "Vosto,k 
III" and "Vostok IV". 

·5.60 zl.-shQIWs the Americ,an spa,ce 
sound "Mariner II" launched on Aug. 
217th, 1'962. It was the first to come 
near Venus and furn'Rhed new data 
about this cefosti,al body. 

6.50 e:l.-shows the S,lViet Roun d 
"Mars I" launched toward the planet 
M.ars on N oviellllJber 1st, 1962. 

They were designed by Jerzy Des­
selbe11ger ,and w~ll be hi;colored. Size: 
31.2"5 x 43 mm.; rprinted by the State 
Printing 'iVorks of SecuritiEJs, Warsaw. 
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Amount to be printed of each: 
30 gr. 5,000,000 1.50 d. 4,000,000 
40 ,gr. 7,000,000 1.55 zl. 4,000,000 
50 gr. 5,000,000 2.50 zl. 3,500,000 
60 gr. 8,000,000 5.60 ri:.l:. 1,700,000 
1 zl. 4,000,000 6.50 zl. 950,000 

The first day of i,ssue to be Novem­
ber 26, 1963. 

"Ruch" 

A 90 HAL. KRAKOW DOUBLE DOT 
SOLD FOR $275.00 AT AUCTION 
In a recent sale by t he Edgar Mohr­

llliann firm in Hambu11g, Germany, ·a 
90 hal. mint Kmk&w with double dot 
was bid in at llOO elm. or about 275 
dollars. It w,as bought by our London 
friend !Z. Bokiewicz for a ,client. 

POLONUS AUCTIONS 
The last three aucti,ons held after 

the first meeting of each month con­
sisted of First Day Covers of Post 
War Poland 1957 to 1960. Th-ese covers 
were sent to the So•cietY in ca-re of 
Stefan Kochanski. Stefan carefully 
collected t hem and brought them 
around to be auctioned off. The• ' n­
•come from their sale was $64.90 which 
was turned over to our treasury. 

,Ye hope to see later covers at some 
future Polonus auction. 

OUT OF TOWN MEMBERS PLAN 
TO ATTEND POLPEX 1964 

The follo,win,g out of town members 
have re[Jlied t ha,t. they rplan on coming 
to Chicago for our t hree-day show at 
the Andrew House : 

Leonard J . Zeller, Cleveland, Ohio 
J ose,ph Pirog, Chico,pee•, Mass. 
Roman ·wojcicki, Lexington, Ky. 
.John T. Patalon, Buffalo, N.Y. 
.Joseph Bieniecki, Granite City, Ill. 
Jan Haniewi,cz, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
M. K!(thwski, 'iVorcester, Mass. 
Dr. l\fat,t Gajewski, Buffolo, N.Y. 
W. ,Tm,giele,wic,z, Stoughton, Mass. 
J,ohn Szuch, C1eveland. Ohio 
Zbign.iew Bokiewic,z, London, Eng. 
Anth~ny Samuels, Michi.gan City, 

Indi,ana. 
We have many members whom we 

hav-e never seen. II'his will be our 
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Show. There 
will not be another show like this one. 
Wonlt you make an effort to attend i 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Friday, December 13,. 1963 

Business Meeting; auction to follow. 
Friday, December 27, 1963 

P,ast President's Nite comlbined with 
Christmas Party. A most colorful eve­
ning i,s .planned. All past presidents 
will ,be asked to say a foiw words. 
Please bring the ladies. Donations •of 
food, "kroiple Swi~te,go Waleriana", or 
money >will be 3,ppreciated. C'on>t>act 
S'tef.an Kochanski. Souvenir cards will 
ihe .given to all who attend. 
Friday, January 10, 1964. 

Our anniversary year ,begins with 
the Nomination of Of•ficers for ll.l64. 
The outgoirug administration will give 
a re,port of the rpast year. Ple,ase be 
presen,t at this important me,eting; it 
is your duty and privilege to select 
capaJble officers to carry the So,ciety 
through our Silver Ju•bilee year. 

WHAT GOES ON AT POLONUS ... 
Meeting of October 25, 1963 

Our Ocitober 2,5th meeting was well 
attended lby memlbers as well as visi­
tors. The Polish Press printed a bul­
letin of our meeting in the Chicaigo 
PRApers and we s•cored - visitors. '\Ve 
were v,e,ry fortuna,te, to have two 
speakers at the sa,me meeting, and those 
two, very distinguished in their field 
were "-- Dr. Ed'w,ard C. R6z,anski, Mid­
west Director of the Polish-Aane,rican 
Civil '\Var Centennial Committee, who 
rncently ,was aip.pointed by Gov. Ker­
ner to the Illinois Civil War Commis­
sion. Being a s,cholar on the Polish par­
tfoi,pation in US Civil War, his lecture 
on this subject was followed with the 
,greatest interest lby members and visi­
tors. At >the end of his tal.k Dr. Ro­
zanski presented ,a che,ck for $25.00 
to the Polonus Phi1atelic Society, (as 
a personal gift) for iits efforts in the 
last two years to rpromote the history 
od' iPoles ,partidpating in the Civil 
War. 

The second s,peaker w,as a distin­
guished visitor from Poland who was 
on his way to Mexico with a ser'es of 
Iedures on Polish numismatics. The 
guest, Wladysla,w Terlecki, was Mint­
master of the Polish Mint before '\Vorld 
W,ar II, a coUec,tor of coins in the 
third generation, at one t;rrne teacher 
at the Warsaw University, h,as his 
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► ◄ 
► POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY ◄ 

► ROMAN STRZELECKI, Secretary ◄ 
: 1439 N. Bell Ave. Chicago, 111. 60622 ~ 
► EUGENE J. BOGUCKI, Treasurer ◄ 
► 4622 N. Kelso Ave. Chicago, Ill. 60630 ◄ 

: PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE ~ 
► WALTER SZYMLEK, Chairman ◄ 
: 2341 W. Moffat St. Chicago, 111. 60647 : 

► ' CHESTER A. SCHAFER, Editor ◄ 
► 864 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago, Ill. 60622 ◄ 

► ---- ◄ ► ◄ 
► The Polonus Philatelic Society is non•polit1cal . 1 
► Views expressed by the authors of articles ap• , 
► peering herein do not necessarily express the ◄ 
► views of the Polonus Philatelic Society. : 

~ - Annual Dues are $2.50 - ◄ 
~······••••••••••&•A••~ 
su!bj-ect, and his lwbby - Polish Nu­
mismatics art his finger tips. '\Ve heard 
the history of the Polish Numismatic 
Society, Polish coins, and the struggle 
of coin collectors in Poland. Af>ter the 
lecture, there were many questions ad­
dressed to Prof. Terle,cki, who to the 
be-st of his ab;lity tried to answer 
them. The usual Bee•ba followed. (iwc 
want to thank our mellllber Chester 
Mako,wski for footing half of the bill). 
Those in wtt-endance recei vecl the usual 
"souv,enir cards" of this occasion, and. 
both speakers were kept busy auto­
grruphing them. 

-Stefan Kochanski 

OUR PRICE NOW ONLY .65c per 
cover. Beautiful bi-colored cachets 
commemorating America's most im­
portant S p a c e Launchings from 
CAPE CANAVERAL: postmarked 
date of launch. Original cachets by 
Space Artist Carl A. Swanon. Each 
cover contains descriptive stuffer 
card giving even more details of 
launching. Our subscribers receive 
free THE SPACE CRAFT EX­
PLORER monthly newssheet. Sepa­
rate subscription to THE EXPLO­
RER is $3.00 per year (11 months) 
mailed anywhere. 
A $4.00 advance deposit will assure 
your recei1>t of future covers and 
THE EXPLORER. 

SPACE CRAFT COVERS 
P.O. Box 2296, 

Huntington, W. Va. 25724 
Member, Polonus, APS, ATA, ASDA 
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