


SIXTEEN AWARDS TO BE GIVEN AT POLPEX 1964

The largest number of awards ever
to be given at a Polpex will be pre-
sented at our Silver Anniversary POL-
PEX 1964 to be held February 28th,
29th and March 1st at the Andrew
House, 2441 W. Division St., Chicago,
U.S.A.

In the Polpex entry applications
mailed out with last month’s Bulletin,
there were 14 awards listed. Since then
two more awards have been added:
Best Other Than Poland Award and
Best Polonica Award. The correct list-
ing now is as follows:

1. Polonus Philatelic Society
Award.

Kozakiewicz Research Award
Uznanski Historical Award
First Award

. Second Award

6. Third Award
7. Best Other Than Poland Award
8. Best Locals Award
0. Best Plebiscites Award
10. Best Fleldpost Award
11. Best Offices Abroad Award
12. Best Prisoner of War Award
13. Best Polonica Award
14. Best Topicals Awards
15. Novice Award
16. Apfelbaum Award

So if you haven’t done it yet, fill
out your entry application and mail it
to the Entry Chairman. Additional
forms may be secured by writing him:
Josef J. Bendkowski, 6223 S. Damen
Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60636.

In the entry application there is a
printer’s error in the rules and regu-
lations under article ome. It should
read: “The exhibition is open for com-
petition to members in good standing
of the Polonus Philatelic Society, and
to invited philatelists, and whose ex-
hibits must be their bona fide proper-
ty.  Polonus members may exhibit Po-
lish or other foreign material, but the
invited philatelists must limit their ex-
hibits to the stamps of Poland, Polo-
nica and associated countries (Allen-
stein, Marienwerder, Central Lithuania,
Easter Silesia, Upper Silesia, Poland
Offices Abroad, Prisoner of War, Field-
Post, ete.)”

Grand

St o o

We are grateful to the following for
donations of trophies and awards:

Alfred Szebel, Roman Burkiewicz,
Myron Steczynski, Hollywood Press
and Josef Bendkowski. If any more
~members wish to make donations of
this kind, please contact Acting Polpex
Chairman Stefan Kochanski, 4030 W.
Carroll Ave. Chicago, Ill. 60624.

As mentioned in our earlier reports
on the ecom'ng show, the U.S. Post
Office will operate a postal station at
our Polpex, Visitors to our exhibition
will be able to purchase U.S. comme-
moratives in any quantity. Polpex mail
will receive the special Polonus Silver
Anniversary cancellation. The success
of this postal station is determined by
the sales of postage stamps and the
number of pieces of mail posted at the
show. So if you will attend the exh’-
bition please plan on purchas'ng stamps
here and the mail'ng of covers. The
larger the sale of stamps and volume
of mail the better for Polonus.

We received several articles in our
appeal for material for the special edi-
tions of our leading national phila-
tel’e publications. We need many more.
Let’s make this an outstanding Silver
Anniversary, one that will long be re-
membered in the philatelic world. Let’s
promote Polish Philately like it’s never
been promoted. Send your articles to
Publicity. Chrm., Chester Schafer, 864
N. Ashland Ave., Chicago, TIll. 60622.

The highlight of every Polpex is the
Beeba. This year a Silver Jubilee Ban-
quet will augment the Beeba with eca-
tering provided by the Andrew House
who specialize in Polish style food.
The banquet will be held Saturday,
February 29, at 10 p.m. Tickets for the
Banquet are priced at $3.50 per person
and are awvailable from Stan. Kucharz.
Place your order by using the enclosed
convenient remittance envelope.

Admission to the Polpex show is
free. Money to cover expenses of the
show is obtained from the sale of the
souvenir sheets, covers, the one dollar
frame charge, and from advertisers
and patrons in the Program book. And
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the program book this year will really
be something. For the first time we
plan on publishing an up to date mem-
bership list in the program book. It
will also contain philatelic and histo-
rical articles. Please help make this
book a worthy remembrance of our
Silver Jubilee. Place your ad with an-
niversary greetings and well wishes.
Advertise your wants. Full page ads
run $20.00, half-page ads $12.00, quar-
ter-page ads $7.00. Send copy & check
to Stanley Kucharz, 4324 S. Spaulding
Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60632,

Would you be a Patron of the Pol-
pex? For one dollar we will print your
name in our colorful and impressive
program book, to be distributed to vi-
sitors at the exhibition.

With this issue of the Bulletin we
are enclosing a remittance envelope.
Please print vour name on the flap,
tell us how many tickets vou want for
the Silver Jubilee Banquet. Enclose a
check or money order for the amount
plus one dollar for vour patron listing.
Seal it, affix a stamp and mail. In
this way you will be of great help to
our society.

K-LINE PAGES

FOR

POLAND
Supplement No. 7, 1962
Now Ready at $2.00

plus 35¢ postage

Write us for a special price on
complete Poland pages
(to Members of Polonus only)
Special Binder 5.75 .50
Dust Case

K-LINE
PUBLISHING, INC.

Geo. C. Kobylka

1433 8. Cuyler Av., Berwyn, Il

]

WHAT GOES ON AT POLONUS...

Let’s go back a few months to re-
capitulate the events and doings.

In October the Board of Directors
and Members had selected four ‘men
to receive honorary membership in
our Society: Mr. Harry Lindquist,
publisher of “Stamps”; Carl P. Rueth,
associate Editor of “Linn’s Weekly”;
William W. Wylie, Editor of “Western
Stamp Collector”; Dr. Edward Rézaf-
ski, noted Polish-American Historian.
Presentation of the Honorary Mem-
bership will be done at our Silver Ju-
bilee Banquet in February.

In November the Board of Directors
proposed the establishing of a Polonus
Award to be given for the best Pol'sh
exhibit at philatelic exh’b tions
throughout the Un'ted States. By giv-
ing this award we hope to promote the
exhibiting of more Polish collections
and to emphas’ze our act!vities. A com-
mittee is working on the condit ons of
the award and we hope that in Janu-
ary this award can become a reality.

Another proposal brought up by the
Board and accepted by the members,
was to establish an Auction Committee
for the disposal of members’ material
at auctions. Regulations for the fune-
tioning of this committee are also in
preparation.

At the December meeting of the
Board of Directors mostly administra-
tive matters were discussed. The regu-
lar society meeting of Dec. 13th was
devoted in great part to the reading
of numerous correspondence received
in connection with our Silver Anniver-
sary, POLPEX 1964. Many out of town
members will attend and many pro-
mised to help. After the meeting ano-
ther auction of Bert Powell material
was held. —Stefan Kochanski

TID BITS

Polonus members welcome Reverend
David Balla into the Chicago area.
Rev. Balla, formerly of Nebraska, was
transferred to.Oak Park, Tll. We hope
to meet him at our meetings.

Myron Steczynski exhibited his Po-
land No. 1 collection at the Chicago
Philatelic Society Exhibition recently
and received two prizes, a medal and
the S.P.A. Research award.
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"WELCOME, GOLDEN STAR"

by Stefan Kochanski

Poland, if not the first, was one of
the first countries to use a pictorial
cancellation on Christmas mail, which
can be considered as a forerunner of
the Christmas stamps which are be-

coming more and more popular today.
> o

In 1935, the general post office at
Warsaw introduced a special cancella-

tion to be used at Christmastime. This
experiment proved so popular that the
following season the Ministry of Posts
furnished eleven post offices in the
larger Polish cities with special post-
matks. Hach postmark was different
from the other but all carried the
inseription “Witaj Gwiazdko Zlota”

(“Welcome, Golden Star’”).
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To whom it may concern:

in large numbers.

849 N. Western Ave.

Because of moving from Chicago I am liquidating my
collection of Poland. T have mint and used First Day Covers

To members of Polonus I will give a 10 to 20% discount
=
on stamps from the current sale price.

‘When ordering please use Scott’s Catalog numbers. Write
in either the English or Polish language.

VICTOR STAMP COMPANY
Chicago, Ill. 60622

Tel: BR 8-8844
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POLONUS HIGHLIGHTS OF

January

New administration elected: Dr. M.
E. Uznanski, Pres.; Stefan Kochanski,
Viece Pres.; Roman H. Strzelecki, Se-
cretary; Eugene Bogucki, Treas.; Ro-
man Reinowski, Librarian; Josef Bend-
kowski and Chester Schafer, members
of the board.
February

Polonus prepares for Polpex 1963

. Advance publicity of coming show
displayed in philatelic and Polish press

. . . Committees busy collecting ads,
patrons, entries, ete.
March

Polpex 11963 held at Polish Museum
of America Many members out
of Chicago attend, including M. A. Bo-
janowicz and Z. Bokiewicz of London

. Grand award goes to outstanding
No. 1 collection of Bojanowicz
Unusual souven'r sheet designed by
famous artist W. Gawron, shows dual
theme of Polish Insurrection and Bat-
tle of Gettysburg . . Polpex 1963 big-
gest financial suceess . . . Special pro-
gram meeting of March 8th features
M. A. Bojanowicz speaking on Poland
No. 1, attracts large crowd . . . Stefan
Kochanski presents those in attendance
with printed souvenir ecard.

April

Polonus mourns the loss of its Pre-
s‘dent Dr. M. E. Uznanski . . . Stefan
Kochanski takes over as Acting Pre-
s‘dent.

May

Joseph Janecka, President of the
First Czechoslovak Philatelic Club de-
livers talk on the 1100th anniversary
of introduction of Christianity and the
alphabet to Slavie peoples by SS. Cy-
ril and Methodius.
June

Lester Jankowski gives philatelic talk
on his prize-winning French Precancels,
July-August

Souvenir sheet design contest an-
nounced in order to secure best pos-
sible design for coming 25th Anniver-
sary POLPEX 1964 ... Cumulative
index to Polonus Bulletins by Ron
Negus published. ;

1963

September

Permission received by Polonus from
U.S. Post Office Dept. for a special
cancellation for POLPEX 1964 and for
a postal station on the premises to
sell stamps and handle covers ... My-
ron Steczynski delivers enlightening
philatelic and h'storical lecture on Pu-
laski and Kosciuszko.

October

Outstanding program meeting held
October 25th with two speakers: Dr.
Edward C. Rozanski, Polish-American
Historian, speak'ng on U.S. Civl War,
and Wladyslaw Terleck:, former Mint
master of Polisk mint at Warsaw
speaking on Polish Numismaties.

November

A prelim'nary survey made among
members to determne who w'll exhibit
and attend POLPEX 1964 resvlts in a
great response among out of towners
. . . Myron Steczynsk’s souvenir sheet
design wins contest . . . Program meet-
ing at Chicago ma'n most off’ee com-
bined with escorted tour held on same
day nation’s Pres’dent John Kennedy
is assasinated.

December

Polonus bestows honorary member-
sh'p to H. T.. Lindquist. Carl P. Rueth,
W. W. Wvlie and Dr. Edward Rozan-
ski . . . TLargest nvmber of awards
announced for POLPEX 1964 . . . Past
President’s Nite and Chr'stmas Party
to be held December 27th.

— POLAND —

MACHOWSKI P.O.W. CATALOGS
Woldenberg - Gross Born - Murnau
Neubrandenberg - Lubecka (6 vols.)
Fully illustrated — Stamps reproduced in colors
Complete history of the camps & stamns issued
Much information never before available
Writien in Polish, with a cataloa number
listing in Polish, English and German

Comvlete 6 Catalogs for $5.00
Refundable with nurchyace of 425 00 or more
(total) by end of 1963

1963 IKZP CGomnlete CATALOG
of Poland
at no cost to our regular clients

TWIN EAGLE STAMP CO.

2140 Iowa St. Granite City, Ill.
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POLISH FIRST AIR MAILS 1944 - 1956

By T. Gryzewski
(Reprinted from Polish Philatelic Review of May-June 1959)

Cons:dering the amount of destrue-
tion left behind by the retreating Ger-
man troops, the Polish Civil Adminis-
tration started work by organizing
aerial links between more important
towns in the liberated area.

In August 1944, a Civil Air Unit at-
tached to the Polish Air Foree H.Q.,
began to operate two regular air lines
on routes Lublin-Bialystok and Lubli-
Rzeszow-Przemy$l, and 5 lines, exclu-
sively for mail transport, linking dist-
rict towns with capitals of provinces.

No first airmails are recorded and it
is safe to say that the initial mails
carried were of official character. It
is doubtful if in the chaos then pre-
vailing these flights were publicly an-
nounced at all. If, however, someone
knew by chance of any forthcoming
flight and tried to send a letter by air
it is more than certain he would never
have had his mail carried by the re-
quired flight. The then obligatory, in-
efficient censorship would take care of
that. According to reports from known
philatelists no special markings were
used on that mail.

On March 6th, 1945, the “Monitor
Polski” informed that the Polish Air
Lines “LOT” had been organized. In
the same month three branches of the
Company were opened in Lublin, Kra-
kow and Rzeszow. On March 30th, the
first regular circuit air service began
to operate joining Warsaw - Lodz - Kra-
kow - Rzeszow - Lublin - Warsaw.

In April 1945, four new branches of
the Company were opened in Poznan,
Katowice, Olsztyn (Allenstein) and
Gdansk, and on April 13th, a second
regular eircuit service started on route:

————Warsaw - Lodz - Poznan - Ledz -

Warsaw.

Funther development of the service
(first flights) is given here in chrono-
logical order, and the data are taken
from J. Osinski’s “Transport ILotni-
ezy” (Warsaw 1954).

1945 Apr. 18—Warsaw-Olsztyn-Gdansk
30—Warsaw-Bialystok

May 5—Warsaw-Krakow
T—Warsaw-Kielce
14—Warsaw-Gdansk. (This

was additional, direet
service).

Jun. 18—Wroclaw added to the
circuit line (Wroclaw
branch opened on Apr.
28).

Aug. 1—Due to technical diffi-
culties all the services
closed down till Febru-
ary, 1946.

1946 Mar. 11—Change from the ecir-
cuit to direct lines
linking Warsaw with
Krakow, Katowice,
Gdansk, Wroclaw and
Poznan,

Apr. 15—Warsaw - Poznan -
Szezecin (Szezecin
branch opened on Sept.
8th, 1945).

May 11—Warsaw-Berlin

July 4—Warsaw-Paris
9—Warsaw-Stockholm

Aug. T7T—Warsaw-Prague.

1947 Oct. 8—Warsaw - Budapest -
Belgrade.

1948 May 24—Warsaw-Bucharest

Oct. 12—Warsaw - Copenhagen

1949 Jun 25—Warsaw-Bruxelles
(“SABENA”)

1950 Apr. 16—Krakow-Lodz-Poznan

1951 Jun. 1—Szezecin-Gdansk

15—Warsaw-Rzeszow

Some of these services were of ephe-
meric character and none of them were
truly regular. Unfortunately, from our
point of view, no philatelic souvenirs
are known — probably nobody knew
much about these flights. It is said
that on the Warsaw-Copenhagen a spe-
cial cachet was issued. But as much as
I tried, I have never seen it, Airmails
of that period are found mostly with
an open or framed cachet “Par avion”
of various sizes as all the major post
offices had them made locally. Intro-
duced later air labels resemble the pre-
war type. Size and wording of these
labels were changed twice.
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Additional information regarding
first flights we find in F. DMuller’s
“Catalogue des Aerogrammes du Monde
Entier” (Paris 1950). Majority of these
were probably experimental, trial or
speeial flights and in Poland among
collectors they are completely unknown,
which, bearing in m'nd that we know
so little about the history of our own
P.L.L. ‘1.LOT’, is perhaps not surprising.
1945 July 18—Warsaw - Visby -

Stockholm (ABA)

Oct. 4—London - Gdansk
1946 May ?—Warsaw-Minsk-Moscow
(AEROFLOT)
Aug. S8—Warsaw-Prague-

Zurich (in conjunction
with SWISSAIR)

24— Warsaw-Paris (in con-
junetion with AIR
FRANCE)

July 10—Gdansk-Lodz-Katowice
10—Katowice-Lodz-Warsaw
15—Gdansk-Szezeein

1047 Apr.

Oct. 11—Warsaw-Bucharest (in
conjunction with TARS
(Roumania)
1948 Apr. 18—Gdansk-Bydgoszez-
Warsaw
18—Poznan-Wroeclaw-
Katowice
18—Warsaw-Gdansk-
Stockholm
1949 Jan. 1—Warsaw-Sofia - Istanbul
Apr. 18&—Warsaw - Berlin - Paris

From the collection of R.K. Wagner
came two further items:

1948 May 11—Amsterdam (KLM),
with cachet “2nd Spe-
cial Flight”.

1—London-Warsaw (BEA)

Introduction of unsur-

charged mail from Great

Britain to Poland.

The 1952-55 period remains a tabula
rasa and till now no information is
available.

The first Polish post-war air cachet
is to be found on mail carried by Bast
Germany’s “Lufthansa” plane on the
first Berlin-Warsaw flight, on April 4,
1956, About 10,000 letters were dis-
patched from Warsaw. The cachet was
applied both to Warsaw and Berlin
mail, and is fairly well known. What
is not known, however, is the fact that

1953 Oect.

Warsaw 1 post office, collecting center
for the Warsaw-Berlin mail, absent-
mindedly accepted letters wuntil the
evening, wh'lst the plane left for Ber-
lin in the afternoon. After interven-
tion by the Min. of Communications,
the commemorative cachet was applied

“to tlris large additional mail, which

was then directed to Berlin by rail.
The originally flown covers bear Ber-
lin N. W.7, Luftpoststelle, postmark,
dated, 4.2.56.

On Oct. 15, 1956, “SABENA” Air-
lines inaugurated the Brussels-Warsaw
service, with return flight on the mnext
day. In both cases a commemorative
cachet was applied to the mail in War-
saw, Because the flight was announced
too late in the press, very few letters
were dispatched from Warsaw. “SABE-
NA” carried a certain number of let-
ters in both directions. The Philatelic
Agency “Rueh” trifled with the occa-
sion by having subsequent covers hast-
ily cancelled to order with the original
cachet, These, not backstamped, are of
no value to aero-philatelists whatso-
ever.

On Nov. 4, 1956, two “KLM" planes
carrying the Pol'sh Olympic team to
Melbouvrne, also took 20,000 specially
prepared souvenir covers, bearing a
commemorative Olympie pmk. On arr'-
val the mail received the Olympic Vil-
lage, Vie. Aust. pmk., dated Nov. 8 or
9. There are 7 varieties of this depict-
ing:— a) Olvmpic Village,

b) Olympic Gate,

¢) Torch bearer,
d) Cyelist and
e) Cyeclists

) Long jumper
@) Javelin thrower

runner,

Connecting mail from Berlin is also
known.

Let me say here also that the idea
for this mail belongs to the author of
this article.

This is a genepal outline of the pro-
gress of air services in post-war Po-
land till 1956, from the philatelic point
of view.It has many gaps, many points
need elucidation, and the writer would
welcome any additional information or
corrections which readers may be able
to supply.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Friday, December 27, 1963

Past President’s Nite combined with
Christmas Party. A most colorful eve-
ning is planned. All past presidents
will be asked to say a few words.
Please bring the ladies. Donations of
food, “krople Swietego Waleriana”, or
money will be appreciated. Contact
Stefan Kochanski. Souvenir cards will
be given to all who attend.

Friday, January 10, 1964.

Our anniversary year begins with
the Nomination of Officers for 1964.
The outgoing administration will give
a report of the past year. Please be
present at this important meeting; it
is your duty and privilege to select
capable officers to carry the Society
through our Silver Jubilee year.

Auction to follow.

Friday, Jan. 24, 1964 — ELECTIONS

This is the most important meeting
of the year, the election of officers
for our 25th Anniversary Year. Every

member in the Chicago area should
take part in the election.
Friday, February 14, 1964 —
INSTALLATION
At this meeting the new adminis-

tration will be sworn in. As this is the
last meeting before POLPEX, final
preparations will be d'scussed.
Thursday, February 27, 1964 —
J MOUNTING NITE

We meet at 7:00 p.m, at the Andrew
House, 2441 W. Division St. to set up
POLPEX 1964. Chicagoland members
who will exhibit mut mount their own
collections or have someone do it for
them. Other members who will not ex-
hibit are asked to be present and help

Give Your Old
Stamp Catalogues,
Albums, Magazines,

and Your Duplicates to

STAMPS FOR THE
WOUNDED

Send Your Material To:

JOHN BOR
1810 N. Richmond St.

Chicago 47, Ill.

;
}

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
ROMAN STRZELECKI, Secretary
1439 N. Bell Ave, Chicago, I, 60622
EUGENE J. BOGUCKI, Treasurer
4622 N, Kelso Ave. Chicago, 1l. 60630
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
WALTER SZYMLEK, Chairman
_2341 W; Moffat St. Chicago, 111, 60647

CHESTER A. SCHAFER, Editer
864 N. Ashland Ave. Chil 11, 60622

VY Y Y Y YV VY Y YWYV WY

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-political.
) Views expressed by the authors of articles ap-
) pearing herein do not necessarily express the
) views of the Polonus Philatelic Society.

— Annual Dues are $2.50 —
Dl B e . B o B B B . B0, B0, B B, L0, 0, B 0 B, L, 0, A 0
mount out of town entries. Please
bring along a serew driver and cloth
for wiping glass. We mneed all the
hands possible as this will be the lar-
gest Polonus exhibition ever.

(P VYV VY VYOV YN

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Rev. David Balla, O.P.
The Dominican Fathers
505 Washington Blvd.
Oak Park, Tl
APPLICANT PENDING
L. Pieczara
1926 North Woleott
Chicago, Ill. 60622

| OUR PRICE NOW ONLY .65c¢ per
cover. Beautiful bi-colored cachets
commemorating America’s most im-
portant Space Launchings from
CAPE CANAVERAL: postmarked
date of launch. Original cachets by
Space Artist Carl A. Swanon. Each
cover contains descriptive stuffer
card giving even more details of
launching. Our subscribers receive
free THE SPACE CRAFT EX-
PLORER monthly newssheet. Sepa-
rate subscription to THE EXPLO-
RER is $3.00 per year (11 months)
mailed 4anywhere.

A $4.00 advance deposit will assure
your receipt of, future covers and
THE EXPLORER.

SPACE CRAFT COVERS

P.O0. Box 2296,
Huntington, W. Va. 25724
Member: Polonus, APS, ATA, ASDA
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