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ZBIGNIEW MIKULS·K'I VISITS POLON'US 
Polonus honored a distinguished ,phi­

latelist, Mr. Zbigniew Mikulski, with a 
dinner, meeting and reception on Frid,ay 
May 12 at the Warsaw Restaurant in 
Chicago. 

Mr. Mikulski, a director of BOLSKA 
60, a co-editor of "Polskie Znaki Pocz­
towe", published iby Ruch in 196·2, a 
stamp ex,pert, an<;[ a . man of many other 
accomplishments, · made a trip especi,ally 
to the United States to meet PolonUB 
members. He is a mining engineer, 42 
yea~s of age, and resides in Switzerland 
with his son and wife, a pediatrician. 

Thirty-four members turned out for 
the occasion which began with a dinner. 
A short meeting followed durin,g which 
the new officers were installed by our 
first President, the Honorable Judge 
Lester J ,ankowski. The ,greater part of 
the evening was given over to the guest 
of honor. Mr. Mikulski spoke of Phila­
tely on the continent and· stated that 
the collecting of Polish stamps is be­
coming as popular as the Vatican City 
craze. He mentioned that supplies of 
pre-war Poland issues. have disappeared 
from • the stocks of European dealers. 
He talked of outstanding collections in 
Poland and of their owneI1S. He pro­
mised to return to Chicago in June and 
present a talk on the Poznan-Gniezno 
Issues of 111919. 

To the delight of all he signed an 
application for Polonus membershilp. The 
evening then. turned into a party. 

We look forward· to Mr. Mikulski'•s 
visit in. June. 

OFFICERS FOR 1967 
President .......... 1Chester A. Schafer 
Vice-President .... Myron E. Steczynski 
Secretary ........... ... . Alfred. Szehel 
Treasurer .......... Stanley Dobrzycki 
Librarian ........ Sebastian _ Styczynski 
Board of Directors .... J OS'eph z. Ryc_aj, 
Roman H. Strzelecki, John P. Rux and 
Josef J. Bendkowski 

KOSCIUSZKO TALK PRESENTED 
BY DR. EUGENE L. SLOTKOWSKI 
Pedia tri0ian, historian, philatelist and 

numismatist, Dr. Eugene L. Slotkowski, 
was a speaker at our April 218th pro­
gram meeting at the Falcons Hall. Dr. 
Slotkowiski has done original research 
wcrk on Thaddeus Kosciuszko and re­
vc;aled some of his findin1gs in an in­
teresting talk on the hero's life here 
in the Unite'd Stat'es. He showed the 
stamps of Poland and U.S. that honored 
Kosciuszko with his likeness on the 
stamps. 

Earlier in the evening the Doctor was 
voted in ,as a new member. It was 
pleasing to see four ladies at this pro­
gram meeting which ended up with a 
bee:ba. 

DERWINSKI INTRODUCES BILL 
FOR SK;i:,ODOWSKA-CURIE STAMP 
·Congressman Edward J. Derwinski 

(R-4th, Ill.), in ruddressing the House 
otf Representatives on May 3rd, intro­
duced a .bill for the issuance- of a spe­
cial commemorative stamp honoring M,a­
dame Marie Sklodowska-Curie, the. dis­
coverer of radium. 
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Some Notes on the Second Polish Provisional Issue 
by c ·onrad P . Strau):l, Ph. D. 

Col. R. N. Larking, I 1 l in his ser-ies 
on the "Stamps of Poland," made the 
following comments with referewce to 
the "Poczta Polska" overprints and sur­
charges on the overpr.inted "Gen. Gouv. 
\Vanschau" German ·stamps (Scott"s c,ata­
log - Poland Nos. 15 through 2,6): 

"Fo r ged overprints are known, 
but seeing that t his issue i,s, a com­
paratively common one, it can be 
taken that these forgeries were 
done to defraud the revenue and 
not the collector.' 

" ... I have five examples - the 
only ones·r have seen so far-used 
on pieces of entire: 3 pfg. post­
mark illegible; 5 pfg. rpostmarked 
'Zgierz' and dated '14.1.19 ;' 10 pfg. 
'I,odz 15.1.19 ;' 20 pfg. 'Lodz 23.12 . 
. 1,s;' and 215 /7 ½ pfg. town illegible, 
hut dated '18.1.19.' 'l'he overprint is 
sl',ghtly larger than the orig.inal and 
the type used, although similar at 
a glance to the typ3 of the original, 
tliffe1•3 fi·om it notably in the 'a' 

.. of 'P'oczta' and the 'ka' of 'Polska,' 
The obliterating bars are thic·ker, 
and the lower bars are spaced l¼ 
mm instead of 1 mm. I have not 
seen: any forgeries of the inverted 
and double overpr~nt." 
ln a later a.rticle, Schroeder (2) des­

cribes a forgery of the 3 rpfg. value, 
but ·slwws an illustration of the sup­
posed forgery on the 25 /7½ value. In 
-concluding he states, "The illn:strated 
stamp 'Postmarked 'Lodz' is possibly gen­
uine and may be one of the liberated 
pieces." 

In m:v ,possession I have a cover, 
shown in Fig. 1, cancelled "L6dz/**a" 
elated "13.3.19" which includes copies of 
the 3, 5 /2½, 5/3, 5, 10, 15, 2,0, 2,5/7½, 
30, 40, and 60 pfg. values. The position­
ing ·of- the • overprint on s·ome of the 
stamips diffel'S from that normally en­
countered. It will be seen that the third 
and fourth obliterating bars start at 
varia:ble distances when measured from 
a vertical line dropped •from the stem 
of the 'P' of 'Poczta.' Thus, on the 3 
pfg. value, the third and fourth bars 
begin 3.0 mm to the left of the verti-
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·cal line dropped from the 'P' of 'Poczta' 
(see Fig. 2), 2.8 mm to the left for the 

Fig. 2 

5/3 ;pig. value (see Fo:g. 3), i2,l mm to 

Fig. s 
the left for the 5 pfg. value (see Fig. 
4), and 4.1 mm to the le.ft for the 15 
pfg. value (see F.ig. 5). In the remain­
ing stamps, the distance measures 1.2 to 
1.8 =· The other measurements men­
tioned by Larking are summarized in 
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Fig. 4 

Fig. 5 

Table L 'l'he length of the third and 
fourth bars (for t he stamps on the cover) 
varies from 18'.l to 18.2 mm. If t hese 
stamps are similar to the ones described 
by Larking, this br,ings to seven the 
number of values observed. 

The 5/3 :pfg. value is of additional 
interest an that it -shows •a "break" 
in the first line below the "o" in "Pol­
ska" (,I-o (8)) (Fig. 3) . Such ,a "bre!l!k" 
was no t identified and reported by Mik­
stein. (3) Thus, one would conclude that 
this •was a special printing and not the 
first or second pr~ntings reported to 
date. 
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Measurements made of the 3 pfg. 
stamp on the cover (Figs. 1 and 2) 
show that the distanc03 between "'Pocz· 
ta Pols,ka" and the four obliterating 
bars correspond to the first pri nting and 
not those of the second, which is the 
only printing identified with this stamp. 
'!.'he pertinent measurements are given 
in Table 1 and arc compared w<ith nor· 
mal 3 pfg. values of the second printiii'g 
(Figs. 6 ·and 7). If one were to eounter· 

Fig. 6 

Fig. 7 

feit this stamp, <it would seem. reason· 
able that one ·would attempt to counter­
feit the second printing since <it is the 
· 01i1y one supposed- to exist. - , 
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There is a remote poss1bility for the 
existence of t he first printing of this 
issue. This ,possibility is referred to on 
page H 5 of Polskie Znaki Pocztowe, 
'.t'om I, (3) where the following state· 
ment.s are made with reference to 
shifted overprints: 

"Of considerable interest are those 
,stamps on which the ov erprint is 
shifted upwa rd so mai,kedly as on 
t he 5 /2 1/2 and 5/3 pfg. v•alues, that 
the numeral "5" appears at the bot· 
tom in rows 1 and 9 instead of at 
the to-p, and does not •appear at 
a ll on the stamps in row l'O. . .. In · 
t his ,situation, a.f one had stM!lps 
frOilll the 9th and 10th rows for 
example, he woulu have a verti•' 
•cal pair of the 5/3 pfg. (Scott No. 
17) and of the 3 ,ptfg. (Scott No. 
15), or a vertical pair of the 
5/2½ pfg. (Scott No. 16) and of 
t he 2½ pfg. (uncataloged)." 
It is a lso stated that these pairs have 

neved been cataloged anywhere. 
In my collection I ·also have a 5/2½ 

pf,g. first printing in wh1ch the tMrd 
and fourth bam start 0.7 IlllIIl to the 
r~ght of t he verticle projection through 
the "P" of "Poczta." 'l'his stamp bea1,s 
the cancellation "Lodi l" but the date 
is not discernible. The surcharge value 
is also shifted to the right approXLimate· 
ly one mm when compared to normal 
values. 

Does any member of Polonus have 
f u rther information on these stamps is· 
sued to defraud the revenue1 Does any• 
one have additional copies of these 
stamp,s showing variations in the ho­
rizontal projection between the start 
of the third and fourth bars and the 
"·P " of "Poczta f" If such information 
is available please write to me at 2330 
Chalet Drive, Miinneawolis, Minn. 55421. 

References 
(1 l Larking, R.N.W. Poland. The Postal 

Issues Durin.g and After the Great 
War. Bulletin of the Polonus Phi­
l'atelic Society, Issues 81 through 100, 
1950-1!)51. Reprinted from Gibbon's 
Stamp Mcl'nthly, :11930. 

(2) Schroeder, A. Checking ·the Forge­
ries. Bulletin of the Polonus Phila­
latelic Soc,iety, Issue 114, 1953. 

(3) Laszkiewicz, A. and Mlikulski Z., 
editors Polskie Zrtaki Poeztowe, Tom 
I, Ruch, Wa:r,szawa, Polska, 1960. 
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POLISH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
OF LONDON HONORS BOJANOWICZ 

Honors are being heaped one uipon 
another on Polonus member M.irosl8,IW 
A. Bojanowicz of London. At their re­
cent meeting, members of the Polish 

Philatelic Society of E ng­
land elected this promi-:.. 
nent philateHst as an Hon­
orary Member of t heir or­
ganization for the many 
contributions that he has 
made to t he advancement 
of Poland in word-wide 
philately. This is a r ight­
f ully deserved honor and 
our felicitations go with it. 

Prior to this selection, the 48th Gon­
gre_ss of P hilatelists ,in Great Britain 
which met in B rig h t on , among its 
worthy deliberations w,a,s the election of 
a select few to sign the Roll of Distin­
guished Philatelists from among the 
highlighted names of world philately. 
'l'hi,s is perhaps the hrghest honor t hat 
can be awarded in the entire stallllp 

• domain. 
Mr. Bojanow,icz has eminent qualifi­

cations for this selection because 
1. His philatelic holdings are vas,t. 

They are mounted and de.scribed metic­
ulously ,in a professional manner. 

2. His exhibits at international shows 
. have won Grand Awards, gold me!lals 

and special awards w,ith ,places in the 
Court of Honor. Mr. Bojanowicz was the 
top man or in the Court of Honor at 
Polska 60, Budaipes•t 1961, Turkey and 
Silpex 1966. 

3. His arti-cles ,in the philatelic press 
shOIW mastery o,f t he su>bject and re­
search into his particular fields. He is 
advisor to leading ph,ilatelic firms as 
well as to official committees. He is 
also advisor and supplier of select items 
to many prominent philatelists. 

4. His part~cipation in society and 
• club activites, whether in their pro­
grams, exhib itions, conventiorus, and the 

IKAROS PUBLICATIONS 
Several books published by the 

pre-war periodical IKAROS are still 
available. l'or information write (in 
Polish or English) to: 

v: BERMANOWSKI 
1343 N. California, Chicago, ru. 60622 
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like, always results in raising the stand­
ard of the occasion. He was awarded 
a gold medal as the best s•peaker at 
t he Oollectors Club of New York. 

5. His par t1cipation in international 
corngresses and meetings is sure to .bring 
forth much vigor, general interest and 
a ·s12•ark of showmanship. He is a dyna­
mic and convincing speaker. 

After his election to the Roll of 
Distinguished P hilatelists, Mr. Bojano­
wicz along with t hree others in this 
highest echelon signed t he Roll in iJm-
1pressive and pompus ,ceremonies as es­
trublished by British custom and protocol. 

Of the 178 D:stirnguished Philatelists 
chosen in t he 45 years of t he existence 
of t his Hall of Fa.me, with King George 
V as t he in· t ial signer, only 5'3 merrn,bers 
arc still al i vc. 

Mr. ·Bojanowicz raised the philately 
of Poland onto a higher plane than 
it has ever been piaccd before. With 
his collection of Poland, especially of 
the pre-s tamp era and t he tPoland No. 1 
sipecialization, he has collected these 
,it=s, spent countless hours on the 
study of t he prin ting and use of this 
t horoughbred champion to carve for it 
a niche among t he philatelic classics 
of all times. To .. Mr. Bojanowicz we wish 
good lwalth, ,good cheer and many, 
m nnv years of continued successes. 

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR 

P OLAND 

Supplement # I I, 1966 
Now Ready at $1.95 

plus 35c postage 

Write us for a special price on 
compiete Poland pages 

(to :Members of Polonns only) 

K-LINE 
PUBLISHING, INC. 

Geo. C, Kobylka 

P.O. Box 159, Berwyn, Ill. 60402 
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NEW ISSUES 

" !e 
I x 

' " 
1: 

Exotic Fishes 
Many a year the 

Post has used the 
subje·ct orf nature 
on its its sta,:np is­
sues. On April 10, 
HlG7 a new set of 

"ExoLc Fislrn3" wer e issued represent­
ing species of :flishes that live in the 
tro.pi,cal south seas. From the graphic as 
well a,3 t he topical ,point of view the 
tlesi,gns of the stamps were carefully 
elaborated. Pictured are: 

5 gr.-Ghaetodon melanotus Var. 
6,000,000 printed 

10 gr.-Pomacanthus imperator Juv. 
5,5000,000 printed 

40 gr.-Ghaetodon fasciatus 
6,0C0,000 printed 

60 gr.--J3alistoides conspccillum 
5,7C0,000 printed 

90 gr.-B-aEsta,pus undulatus 
3,2C 0,000 printed 

1.50 zl. -Rhinecanthus a;culeatus· 
3,400,000 printed • 

4.50 zl. -{)haetodon me-l31Pterus 
2,800,000 printed 

6.60 zl. - Pomacanthus semicirculatms 
1,300,000 printed /Juv. 

7.C0 zl. --C1iaetodon ephippium 
1,300,000 printed 

Offset printed on ieh•alky paper in 
sheets of 30 stamps at PW.PW Warsaw. 
Designed by J erzy Desselberger. 

20th Peace Race 
'l'he 2-0th International Pewee Race 

from iVarsaw-Berlin-Prague takes place 
annualy in May. It is 011g'anized by the 
edito·rs of "Tr;ybuna Ludu", "'Neues 
Deutschland" ·and "Rude Pravo" daily 
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newspapers. It is one of the .:rnain ama­
t eur cycl:ng events of t he world. 

On May 5th, 1967, on the oc,casion 
of the ju bile3 race, t he Polish Post is­
sued •a GO gr. value 1,e,present:ng a groll(p 
of -cyclists. Off set prin ted in sheets of 

20 stamps on ,chalky paper by iPvVPW, 
W a rs aw .. Designed by T. M:chaluk. 
Quan tity printed: 6,C00,000. 

CO~-RECTIONS - NEW MEMBERS 
And Their Collecting Activities 

563 George Jezioranski, 2•8123 N. Natchez 
, Chica.go, Ill. 60634 - 27, 37, 45, 60,.

1

, 

Gl, 12-9, 153, U. . , I 
811 John Bulat, 750 Virginia Ase., No. 

Bellmore, N.Y. 11710-93, 94, 144, 146 , 
812 B.F. Kor, J1i33 M.idland Ave., Syra- . 

·CUS C N .Y. 13205 - 94- ·95 
8'13 Erugene L. Slotkowski, M.D., 5330 
' Devon Ave., Chi,cago, Ill. 60646 - 37 
814 Stan Skibinski, 425 Henry Street, 

Woodstock, Ont., Canada - 19 M&U, 
94 M&U 

POLISH PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
BOSTON ELECTS NEW OFFICERS 

Louis C. Bakula was named president, 
Walter Niemyski as vi1ce-president and 
Frank Budryl( as secretary -treasurer. 

Collectors interested in joining the 
society may request its bulletin from 
the editor, Stanley Bykowski, 14 Cleve­
lanrl. St., Hyde Park, Mass. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Friday, June 9, 1967 

Business .Meeting. ·we hava two im­
portant prqposed events to discuss: a 
Picnic ,and a Polpex. 

~Ml!._~ 
JOHN T. PATALON 

of Buffalo, N.Y. 
Member No. 704 

Mr. S. LIS of London, England, who 
managed Mr. Bojanowicz's affairs dur­
ing Mr. J3's absence, and -who helped 
with much of the cclitori-al work died 
suddenly clue of a heart attack 

NEW MEMBERS 
Dr. Eugene L. Slotkowski 

5330 W Devon Ave. 
Chicago, Ill. 60646 

Stan Skilbinski 
425 Henry Street 

Woodstock, Ont. Canada 

BULLETIN ADS - PRICE LIST 
For Polonus Members Only 

Fµll Page - $12.00 
Half Page - 7.00 
Quarter Page 4.00 
One Inch Ad 1.50 

POLAND 
NEW & OLD ISSUES 
Mint - Used - Blocks - Sheets 

VATICAN 
S:ngles & Sheets 

Topical Paintings 
of the World 

Singles & Sheets 

. ALSO U.S. & FOREIGN 

POLAND MILLENNIUM COINS 

~0-8 

PATR'IA STAMP 
& COIN CO. 

6312 S. Western Ase. 
Chicago, Ill. 60636 
Tel. (312) 476-6592 

Open Sundays till 2 p .m. 

POLONUS PHILATELI C SOCI ETY 

ALFRED SZEBEL, Secretory 
9:J41 Emerson St. Des Plaines, Ill. 60016 

STANLEY DOBRZYCKI, Trea surer 
1935 N. Tripp Ave. Chi cago , Ill. 60639 

CHESTE R A. SCHAFER, Editor 
864 N. Ash land Ave. Chicago, Ill, 60622 

WA LTER S?.YMLEK, Publ i cation s Cha irman 
1562 Wolters Ave. Nort hbrook, Il l . 60062 

The Polonu s Phi lc te li c Socie ty is non-pol iti ca l. 

Vi ew s ex press~d b y the aut~ors o f ait icl es a p­

pea ring herei n d o no t necessali l y express t he 

vie ws of the Polon us Phi la te lic Societ y. 

- A nnual Dues ore S2.50 -

P. PPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
Marek J . Zawadzki 

Skrytka .Pocztowa 203 
Kielce, Poland 

Alexander A. Florczak 
4441 N . KHbourn Ave. 

Chicago, Ill. 60630 
Zbi.gniew Mikulski 

711.35 Louis Hemor, Apt. 3 
Montreal, Oanacla 

Jozef L. Brodowski 
13·6 Guerrusey St. 

Brooklyn, N,Y. 1100,2 

OUR PRICE G5c PER COVE-R 
Commemorating America 's most 
important SPACE LAUNCH­
INGS from CAPE CANAVE­
RAL: postmarked on date of 
launch. Original cachets by the 
Space Artist Carl A, Swanon. 
Each cover contains descriptive 
card giving even more details 
of launching. Our subscribers 
receive FREE - THE SPACE 
CRAFT EXPLORER Bi-month­
ly N ewssheet . 
A $5.00 advance deposit will 
assure your receipt of future 
covers and THE ,EXPLORER. 

Space Cra~ Covers 
P .O. Box 2296 

Huntington, W, Va. 25724 
Member : Polonus, APS, ATA, A SDA 
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