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FROM HERE AND THERE 
By ZBIC·NIEW MIKULSKI 

The subject of Poland's No. I 
stamp is always interesting and in­
triguing so that a report on my latest 
observations may be timely. Much 
is being written on this subject and 
still more is being said whenever stu­
dents of Polish stamps get together. 
TI1ere always remain the unanswered 
questions and the unsolved problems 
which intrigue serious collectors and 
specialists in such remote countries as 
Poland. England, Canada, United 
States and Australia. 

In recent vears the thought was 
promoted in Poland that this first 
adhesive exists in two sizes and this 
notation even found its way into the 
la'est Polish catalog of RUCH for 
1967. I must confess that this pos­
sibility commanded my attention over 
the past three years, especially during 
my stay in Switzerland where the 
largest optical firm, \1/ild of Heer­
brugg, assigned me to develop meth­
c,ds for philatelic inspection by means 
of newly-developed apparatus featur­
ing infra-red and ultra-violet rays at 
wave lengths far beyond the range of 
the bare hm~1an eye. Performing as­
signments for this firm, I had at my 
command the most highly developed 
equipment for making longitudinal 
mea,urements under favorable labora­
tory conditions. At that time I had 
at my disposal about 600 copies of Po­
land No. I of which about 70 were 
unused and many were on covers. I 
was fortunate at that time to be study­
ing the No. I collection of Myron 
Steczynski of Chicago. My findings 
show that there is decidedly only one 
size c,f this stamp, varying of course 
in the plus and minus directions by 
small amounts due to printing varia­
tions, paper differences, effects of 
gumming, etc. In a few instances the 
differences in measurements were 

Zbigniew Mikulski 

more pronounced, but these stamps 
proved to be repaired and tampered 
copies. 

I was unable to confirm the find­
ings of the two sizes as reported in 
Poland. Inasmuch as the human er­
ror in measuring the size of stamps 
by means of a scale and magnifying 
glass may reach 7 or 8 percent, it may 
be that therein lies the discrepency. 
I would also like to add that Mr. 
Bojanc-wicz of London, reached pre­
cisely the same conclusion in re-ex­
amining his tremendous holdings of 
Poland No. 1 - he finds only one 
basic size. 

Another subject that I would like to 
bring up is the theory of Mr. Bojan­
owicz as touched upon in the FILA­
TELIST A of June 15, 1967, accord­
ing to which the entire issue o.f 3 
million No. I stamps was printed in 
a single run. Considering the limited 
demand for these stamps (say about 
500,000 per yearj together with the 
high face value of these 3 million 
stamps under prevailing conditions, it 
appears far-fetched to assume that 
this issue was printed in one run and 
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then distributed to the respective 
post-offices from ~ singl~ stockpile. If 
the entire lot were pnnted m one 
run, the printery would have suppl~ed 
itself with one kind of pa.per and with 
an adequate quantity of printing inks. 
The variety of colors in which this 
stamp occurs and the various papers 
on which it is printed (a factual study 
of papers still has not been ma_de) 
ind:cate that there were many pnnt­
inas timed to meet current needs 
th~cughout its valid life. 

Unfortunately no documentary or 
techn:cal record has survived to this 
day to give a true account of the ac­
tual printing press that was construct­
ed espec ·ally for this job by J. Sztaff~l. 
A contemporary account, however. 111-

frrms us that both the blue and the 
red colors of the stamp were printed 
on the same machine without re­
moving the sheet. The absen~e of 
noteworthy shifts of one color 111 re­
lation to the other and the lack of 
inverts confirm this fact. Most likely 
each of the plates for their respective 
colors was pivoted and swung . on 
a·ms at each side of the machme. 
After placing the sheet on the bed 
cf the machine first one plate was 
swung over the sheet for its imprint 
and swung back, then the other plate 
was swung into printing position for 
the second color before the sheet was 
removed. The marginal plates no 
doubt received the first and strongest 
impa ~t, therefore the outer edges of 
these marginal plates, notably the left 
edges of the blue form show the great­
est wear and flaws. 

With eventual wear of the bearings· 
en which the plates were pivoted the 
registry of the two _ plates_ was not 
exact and we find slight shifts of one 
color in relation to the other. Here 
it might be noted that most of the 
study appears to be confined to the 
blue plate, whereas the red plates 
might offer the key to successful plat-

ing, as an individuai drawing might 
have been prepared for each stamp 
position. 

Getting back to the stamp itself, I 
would like to dwell upon the defects 
and varieties that occur in Poland No. 
1. Above all it should be pointed out 
that the illustrations of the flaws 
which have been prepared for W. 
Polanski's book do not agree with 
rrnlity. In the interim 40 years all 
catalogs and other publications have 
used these very same faulty illustra­
tions as the path of least resistance, 
thereby misleading collectors. as to the 
true appearance of the actual stamps. 

Among these illustrated oddities the 
only true and repeating varieties ~re 
the so called "egg", the broken r, 
the damaged (not worn) left frame in 
the blue plate as well as the double 
(added blue) oval. The other varie­
ties, even if listed in catalogs, cannot 
be regarded as definite. \,Vith today's 
development in photography. and wi_th 
the availability of choice mmt copies 
in the known collections it is high 
time that someone would prepare au­
thentic illustrations and put the list­
ing of errors and varieties on a more 
substantial basis. 

In my estimation it is un~air to 
single out the double cval vanety. as 
the choicest morsel in the offenng 
simply because it is the most c?mm~n 
one, appearing at least th~ee times m 
a sheet, whereas other vaneties app2ar 
but once. 

In the collection of Mr. Poulie of 
Amsterdam this spring, I saw a beau­
tiful cover with a vertical pair of Po­
land No. 1 where the upper stamp 
was the "egg" variety and the lower 
had the distinctly damaged left frame. 
This· pair ccnfirms the theory of Mr. 
Bojanowicz that the "egg" va,iety 
was the No. 1 position in the sheet. 

Now in a few words I would like 
to report some of the rarities of Po-
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)aJ1g_ t}:i;it s;<J,rne -to. :11W ,\lttelltiouJatdy. 
In Mf. Paulie's exhibit at th'e Anister­
dam International Show (Amphilex), 
there was the 10 krone Krakow 
issue, Scott, I\To, 5 5, in the deepv1olet 
color with a t:Ein S in the overprint 
POLSKA - the only such copy hith­
erto known. This distinguished collec­
tor also showed the Gniezno issue, 
Scott Nc,s. 77 and 78, with an incom­
p:lete sh(et of 90 in the 5 fen red 
overprint a.nd with a full sheet of the 
10 fen green overprint, wh.ich sheet 
obviously ccntains all 100 types of the 
cverprint. 

Among the really rare objects which 
I had the pleasure of seeing lately i, 
an original cover with all the different 
GRODNO local stamps affixed. This 
;s in the collection of Polonus mem­
ber, Dr. l'enigstein in Toronto. It 
most probably is the only known cov­
er with the full series of these truly 
ra··e stamps. 

In Europe I also saw a most un­
usual collection of Pola.nd which 
among other rarities, believe it or not, 
included 14 copies of the Polish gloosi'" 
overprints on the definitely ultrama­
ri11e 20 fen Germania, Scott No. 21A. 
These included a block of 6 and two 
pairs. And behold! Among the 
cho:cest of the choice objects are the 
truly unique typographic errors! 

This same collection includes per­
haps the rarest cover of independent 
Poland. This original cover is affixed 
with the rare 2 5 gr indigo variety cf 
the rn~le within a wreath, Scott No. 
222, normally red brown. where only 
a single stamp with this value was 
mistakenly placed into a sheet of the 
40 gr values, Scott No. 224. Besides 
the cover, this same 2 5 gr indigo er­
ror is included in the collection in a 
mint strip. of 3 with the normal 40 gr 
values on either side of the error. 

Translated by M.E.S. 

' 
o,•· -ce.--JN.c,OURMA,IL-BO~ -c,r· 

• Dear· Folqn1.Js Members: • -
Just a little note about scme dan­

gerous Polish proofs appearing on the 
philatelic market in auctions all over 
the country. These are steel engraved 
cutputs from the book "400 LAT 
POCZTY POLSKIEJ." There are 
four full pages of stamp illustrations 
reproduced in this book. They have 
wide margins and could be cut out 
and regummed to look like a proof. 

The Polish catalogs RUCH and 
POLS.KIE ZN AKI POCZTOWE 
Vol. II does not list any proofs in 
grey-silver-black color. 

I first noticed these phoney proofs 
in an auction catalog of Philatelic 
Paradise, 1_00 W. 42nd Street, N.Y., 
N.Y. listed as #671 and #746 en­
graved proofs in black. I b:d $5.00 
for each and got them fer $4.50 each. 
Upon checking them cut and finding 
out wha,t they were, I wrote a nice let­
ter to the company and returned the 
material. 

- Emil R. Mrugacz 
Polonus #481 

"TEMA TICA - POZNAN 68" 
P.Z.F., the Polish Philatelic Federa­

tion, is organizing an Inter'na.tional 
Philatelic Exhibition TEMATICA -­
POZNAN 68 which will be held July 
28 to August 11 in the halls of the 
Poznan International Fair. Thematic 
collections will be exhibited. Judging 
will be by an International Jury in 
accordance with F .I.P. regulations. 

Besides Class Competition (adult, 
youth exhibitors and thematic litera­
ture) Official, Honor and "Hors Con­
cours'·' Classes are being planned. 

The Organizing Co:1nmittee warmly 
invites thematic collectors from 111 
over the world to take part in the ex­
hibition. Information may be obtained 
from the Secretary, Tematica-Poznan 
68, Poznan 9, Skrytka. pocztowa 6, 
Poland. 
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C -_~Q~~ ,-Q;'J~~T~OJ~S QM ·~R~PII STAM,~~•;, :_ 
- • • • - • • •• - • - • BY RALPH S. WALKER 

( Reprinted from "The Philatelic Investor and Market Report", Oct. 1967) 

Ask any investor - in fact, ju~t 
about any collector in this country 

which countries are the "d :gs" 
in the philatelic market, and high 
on his list will be the Communist 
countries. The profusion of issues 
(Russia has announced it will issue 
130 stamps in 1967) and the flood 
of canceled-to-order stamps, added to 
dislike for the politics of these coun­
tries and the lack of contact between 
Iron Curta,in philatelists and the rest 
of the stamp collecting world, make 
stamps from Commun:st countrifs 

• poor investments in the Free World. 
True. 

Or is it? Lately I have begun to 
wonder. 

I have an Esperanto correspondent 
in Poland, a bookseller who also does 
experimental bee breeding and stamp 
collecting. He is trying to acquire a 
complete collection of the stamps of 
Pol:md, incluling minor varieties, and 
has pretty well succeeded. He a,,ked 
me for help in finding some stamps 
he couldn't locate in Poland. They 
were # 341-4 3, First Issue of the Po­
lish People's Republic; #568-69, 1953 
Karl Marx; the five centenary sh , ets 
of four stamps each issued for Polska 
60 International Exhibition which 
ccntain #909-13. 

I found all three. The first set is 
priced aL$32.00 mint or used in 1967 
Scott. I bought it for $17.50, which 

was the price a dealer set b: fore the 
1967 catalog appeared, and I was lucky. 

The second set is priced ot $5 .50 
- mint • in the 1967 catalog, but the 
$5.00 for the low value is in italics. 
I bought the set for $4.50. 

The third sc:'t (the sheets) I d:d 
not buy, but I located a source -­
this dealef wanted $95.00. Apparently 
only 8/00 sets were printed. My cor­
respondent told me not to buy it, 
for he had located a European source 
from which he could buy it for $58.00. 

Let us look at the catalog pric:: 
history of the first two -I have n'.J 
knowledge of the third. 

#341-43 cata,loged· $18.00 in the 
1964 catalog, $22.00 in 1965, $25.00 
in 1966, and $32.00 in 1967. That's 
as sturdy and as steady a price rise as 
any investor could wish, :my sober in­
vestor that is. 
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# 568-69 cataloged 70c in 1964, 
$1.20 in 1965, $2.25 in 1966, and 
$5.50 in 1967. Not bad, really. Only 
100% in a year. 

I notice that there are a lot of itali­
cized prices in Scott's Poland listings. 
This indicates, the publishers say, "in­
frequent sales, lack of pricing infor­
mation, that the stamp is not known 
in the condition indicated, or that the 
market value is fluctuating excessive­
Po)a.nd's stamps have been carried by 
ly." One suspects that the italics for 
Scott year after year, and have little 
meaning. But one of these days the 
italics will be removed and replaced 
with firmer figures, which will more 
than likely be substantially higher. 

The plain truth is, stamp collectors 
in Poland, as well as other East Euro­
pean countries, are more affluent now, 
and are buying their own country's 
stamps. They have surplus funds they 
can't spend on consumer goods, which 
wouldn't fit into their crowded apart­
ments anyway. But they can always 
find space for a stamp album or two. 
They have philatelic organiza;tions (of-

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR 

POLAND 

Supplement # I I, 1966 
Now Ready at $1.95 

plus 35c postage 
Write us for a special prico on 

complete Poland pages 
(to Members of Polonns only) 

K-LINE 
PUBLISHING, INC. 

Geo. C. Kobylka 

P.O. Box 159, Berwyn, Ill. 60402 

ficial, of course, but active and vigo:r­
ous) and philatelic magazines. And­
contrary to popular belief - they do 
use their own stamps on mail. 

Editor's Note : The balance of the article 
. is npt reprinted here as it deals with 

stomps of Russia. 

POLONUS REVISES BY-LAWS 
Chicagoland members, are hereby 

notified that the By-Laws of the Po­
lonus Philatelic Society will be re­
viewed at every first meeting of the 
month starting January 12, 1968. The 
need fer revised By-Laws is urgent 
and the Honorable Lester Jankowski 
deserves credit and our support in un­
dertaking this difficult project. 

ARE YOUR DUES PAID UP? 
The Treasurer reports that many 

members mistakingly think that their 
dues are paid for the year when they 
actuallv are not. 

Polo'nus was organized in February 
and consequently our year begins Feb­
ruary 1st and ends on January 31st. 
Check your membership card and 
you will see. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Dr. Miet A. Kamienski 

2967 Kingston Road 
Scarborou~h, ·Ont. Canada 

Delbert Meiiiung 
3921 Quarry Road 

La Mesa, Calif. 

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE 
POLAND, D·ANZIG &. LITHUA.NIA 
COINS, MEDALS, TOKENS, PAPER 
MONEY. GOLD COINS OF ALL PE­
RIODS, SINGLES, LOTS, ETC. 

• 
PRE-WA,Ri POLAND MINT STAMP 
COLLECTIONS AND BETTER ITEMS 

JOHN SKOTNICKI 
1036 N. WOOD ST. 

CHICAGO, ILL. 60622 
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NEW ISSUES 
50th Anniversary of the 
Ocitober Revolution 

To honor· the • -S 0th anniversary of 
the Great Socialist October Revolu­
tion the Polish Post issued three 60 
gr. .postage stamps on October 9, 1967. 
All three arc red-grey-black in color. 
One shows the "Aurora" battlship; 
another the portrait of Lenin on the 
background of a library; the third­
the spacecraft "Lu'na ;10." Po;nted 

by offset in sheets of 20 stamps on 
common paper ot P\1/PW \Varsaw. 
Designed by Krystyna Tarkowska. The 
Quantity issued was 5,000,000 sets. 

Butterflies 
For some time now the Polish Post 

has been issuing stamps devoted to 
fauna, and flora beauty. On October 
14, 1967 a series of n;ne stamps wa, 
issued showing butterflies and moths. 

Quantity Issued 
10 gr.-Vanessa io 6,000,000 
20 gr.-Papilio machaon 5,500,000 
40 gr.-Vanessa urticae 6,000,000 
60 gr.-Vanessa antiopa 6,000,000 

2.00 zl.-Aparturn iris 4,100,000 
2.50 zl.-Pyrameis ata)anta 2,500,000 
3.40 zl.-CoFas hyale 2,400,000 

4.50 zl.-Malanargia galathea 
1,300,000 

7.90 zl.-Maculinea arion 1,170,000 
Offset printed in sheets of 20 on 

chalky paper by PWPW in Wa.rsaw. 
Designed by Jerzy Desselberger. 

Enropean Paintings 
The Polish Post issued a set of 

stamps showin the works of famous 
European p::tinters on November 15, 
1967. The paintings can be seen in 
the National Museums in Warsaw 
and Cracow. 

20 gr.-Leona.rdo da Vinci (1452-
1519), Lady with an ermine, 
Italian, late Renaissance 

5,800,000 issued 
40 gr.-AntoineWatteau (1684-1721) 

A Polish wcrnan, French, of 
late barcque 

6,800,000 is:ued 
60 gr.-Abraham Hondius (1639-92) 

Dog f:ghting a heron, Dutch 
baroque 

6,300,000 issued 
2.00 .zl.-Jean Bapt's:e Greuze (1725-

1805) A. guita,rist or-a fowler 
tuniflg guitar after a hunt, 
French, from the turn of ba­
roque and classicism 

4,800,000 issued 
2.50 zl,-Marinus van Rey111erswaele 

< (ca · 1495-1566) Tax collec--



tors, Dutch. 
4,200,000 issued 

3.40 zl.-Fiodor St. Rokotov (1736-
1808) Portrait of Dario Fio­
dornwna, Russian with roco­
co tendencies 

3,300,000 issued 
4.50 zl.-Jean de Heern (1606-1684) 

Still life'with a lobster; The 
Dutch painter of still life of 
the baroque period 

1,970,000 issued 
6.60 zl.-Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-

1669) Landscape. A parable 
about the Good Samaritan; 
Dutch baroque 

2,000,000 issued 

Rotogravure printed on chalky paper 
in sheets of Lve stamps with a tab by 
PvVPvV \Varsaw. Desi~nc'.d by Jan 
Samuel Miklac:zews'ki. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Dr. G. Babinski # 528 

2200 Richmcnd RD#341 
Lexington, Ky. 40502 

Daniel Dohm Jr. #629 
7700 E. Railroad 

St. Louis, Mo. 63147 

Mathew R. Zale #724 
Grosslockenstrasse 8 

62 Wiesbaden 
West Germany 

Zbigniew Bokiewicz #736 
84 Strand 

London, WC2, G.B. 

Chester J. Jasinski #786 
121 Em;ly Dr. 

New Britain, Conn. 06053 

Eugene Bogucki #695 
375 Rosedale Lane 

Hoffman Estates, Ill. 60172 

APPLICANT PENDING 
Thomas J. Gob by 

2501 N. Newland Ave. 

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

ALFRED SZEBEL, Secretary 
9041 Emerson St. Des Plaines, 111. 60016 

STANLEY DOBRZYCKI , Treasurer 
1935 N. Tripp Ave . Chicago, Ill. 60639 

CH ESTER A. SCHAFER, Editor 
864 N . Ashland Ave. Chicago, Ill. 60622 

LESTER JANKOWSKI, Publications Chai,,,,on 
/303 N. Kildare Lincolnwood, Ill . 60646 

The Po!onus Philatelic Society i s non-po litical. 

V iews expressed by the aut hors of a rt i cles a p­

pearing herei n do not necessarily express the 
views of the Polonus Phila tel ic Society . 

- Annual Dues are $2 .50 -

TIDBITS 
At the 85th Annual Exhibition of 

the Chicago Philatelic Society Myron 
Steczynski showed a historic theme of 
Un:ted States honoring Poland. This 
display of Polish-American friendship 
won for him a bronze medal. 

Stefan Kochanski acted as judge at 
the recent MIDPEX show in Chica.go. 

Congratulations to Stanley Kucharz 
who won the grand award at Midpex 
1967 with his Second Corps Polish 
Fieldpost Cancellations. 

OUR PRICE 65c PER COVE,R 
Commemorating America's most 
important SPACE LAUNCH­
INGS from CAPE CAN A VE­
RAL: postmarked on date of 
launch. Original cachets by the 
Space Artist Carl A. Swanon. 
Each cover contains descriptive 
card giving even more details 
of launching-. Our subscribers 
receive FREE - THE SPACE 
CRAFT EXPLORER Bi-month­
ly N ewssheet. 
A $5.00 advance deposit will 
acrmre your receipt of future 
covers and 'FHE EXPLORER. 

Space Craft Covers 
P.O. Box 2296 

Huntington, W. Va. 25724 
Member: Polonus, APS, ATA, ASDA Chicago, Ill. 60635 
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