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POLPEX 1970 PLACE AND DATES ANNOUNCED

Our next POLPEX will be held at
the Polish Museum of America, 984
N. Milwaukee Ave., in Chicago. The
dates selected by the members at their
last meeting were February 28th and
March 1st. Thus far we have oral
appreval on the museum and the da-
tes from the custodian, George Wal-
ter, and we are awaiting official con-
firmation in writing from the mu-
seum officers.

One of the Polpex themes that the
society unanimously agreed on was
that of — the 50th Anniversary of
Poland’s Defeat of the Bolsheviks.

Last ycar’s Polpex was one of the
most successful ever held. Radio Hall
was packed to capacity. 1f any more
people weuld have turned out for the
Beeba, we wouldn’t have had room.

The dual theme—the 25th Anni-
versaries of the Battle of Monte Cas-
sino and the Warsaw Uprising—were
very cffective. The press gave us a lot
of publicity and as a result we at-
tracted many Polish-American organi-
zations to our Polpex, including ve-
teran, fraternal, civic and scout groups.
Many of these organizations followed
with celebraticns of the two anniver-
sary events on their own.

At the present time, the Polish Mu-
seum has an excellent Monte Cassino
exhibit of documents, maps, photos
and mementoes open to the public.

A Warsaw Uprising Anniversary Com-
mittee was formed and they plan a
banquet, exhibit, mass and ceremonies
in the fall.

Polpex 1970 may be eight months
away but it is already time to think
about it. Let’s go over our collections
and plan on what to exhibit. We are
always in need of articles, historical
and philatelic, to be used in the phi-
latelic press, the Polish press and our
own publicaticns. So let’s get with it...

FROM THE TREASURER
Polonus has changed the expiration

date of its membership from Jan. 31

to Dec. 31 so that it will be identical

to the calendar year. In other words,
your 1969 membership card will expire

on Dec. 31, 1969 and not Jan. 31,

1970
At the same time, please watch for

our reminders in the Bulletin. Mail-

ing individual reminders is both time
consuming, and costly. Please consider

1. That our officers work at a full
time job and the time they donate
to the society is limited.

2. That in spite of rising mail costs
and printing, the amount of our
dues has remained the same for
many years.

May we suggest that members who
can afford it, send in two years’ dues
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and include a stamped self-addressed
envelope.

We sincerely hope and trust that
our members will show us understand-
ing and cooperaticn.

—Stanley Dobrzycki

ATTEND OUR PICNIC o
JULY 20th

It’s Picnic time again! As in the
past, the Polonus Picnic will be held
on Sunday July 20th at Dr. L. P. Ko-
zakiewicz's Aquilla Lodge in Powers
Lake, Wisconsin. The time: 9 a.m.
top 90 pim.

Pack a lunch and bring the whole
family. There are plenty of outdoor
stoves for cookouts. The sandy beach
and clear water of Pcwers Lake are
excellent for bathing. According to the
P'cnic Chairmau, Walenty Poniecki,
and his assistants Zdzislaw Wagrowski
and Sebast'an Styczynski, there wiil
be prizes, gamecs. refreshments and
treats for the children.

To oct to Powers Lake, Wisconsin
from Chicazo: take US 12 to Rich-
mend, Ill. After passing Richmond,
cn the curve take Trunk “P” to Aquil-
la Lodge.

WANT TO EXCHANGE WITH

COLLECTORS IN POLAND?

In a recent issue of FILATELISTA
there appeared a write-up on the Po-
lonus Philatelic Society listing your
editor’s name and address. As a result,
we were flooded with mail from col-
lectors in Warsaw, Poznan, Przemysl,
Katowice, Czestochowa, Kutno. Ol-
sztyn, etc. They wrote asking us to
publish their name, address and col-
lecting wants in our “Polonus Bulle-
tin.”

In view of the large amount of mail
received, it was decided by the so-
ciety not to publish these letters. The
letters would take up too much room
and leave little space for philatelic ar-
ticles.

Any members wishing to receive
such letters from us, please write to

our Secretary, Alfred Szebel, 9041
Emerson, Des Plaines, I1l. 60016.

CPS — POLONUS MEETING

On Thursday May 15th, Polonus
members attended a Joint Meeting of
the Chicago Philatelic Society at the
Shetman House in downtown Chica-
go. After a short business mecting of
the CPS, your Polonus President, C.
Schafer, was then asked to introduce
cach Polonus member present and say
a few words about him. The guest
speaker that evening was a member
of the CPS and Polonus, Dr. Leon P.
Kozakiewicz, and his topic: “Pre-Phi-
latelic Covers of Pcland”.

Doc Kozy brought an album load-
ed with priceless historical gems
perhaps the greatest such collection
known — with covers dating back to
the 16th century. He explained each
cover and always its historical back-
ground. After the talk the CPS Pre-
sident spoke words of praise on the
high caliber of Doc Kozy’s presen-
tation. He expressed his hope for mere
frequent such meetines and then in-
vited us to some refreshments.

K-LINE PAGES

r &

Supplement #13, 1968
Now Ready at $1.45

plus 35¢ postage
Write us for a special price on
complete Poland pages
(toc Members of Polonus only)

K-LINE
PUBLISHING, INC.

Geo. C Kobylka
Box 159, Berwyn, lil. 60402
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type B, the second Pf. type, on the
second issue.

Not only are the individual klis-
chees different but they are arranged
differently in the sheet.

Block A — coatains, as before, all
type III A numerals. N
Block B — The entire first two ver-

tical rows and the last stamp in

the third vertical row (fields 6, 7,

16, 17, 26,°27; 36,0 37, 46, 47 and

48) are type IV A. The remainder

of the sheet is type I A.

Bleck C — All stamps in this block

are type IV A.

Block D — All stamps in this block

are type LIE A
Block E — The bottom three stamps

in the last vertical row (fields 125,

135 and 145) are type V A. All

other stamps in this block are type

I A
Block F — All stamps in this block

are type II A.

Each sheet, therefore, contains the
following:

Type IA — 36 times in each sheet.
Type ITA — 25 times in each sheet.
Type IIIA — 50 times in each sheet.
Type IVA — 36 times in each sheet.
Type VA — 3 times in each sheet.

Color
The overprint is dull black rather
than glossy black as was the first
issue.
Validity
Since these stamps were officially is-
sued and had circulating power but
were printed from different plates
than the original issue, they should
be considered as a completely sepa-
rate issue of the same overprint and
as “Official Reprints.”
Combinations
Because of the changes in the
klischee locations and in the arrange-

ment of types, the possible combina-
tions are also changed. The number

of combinations of this issue are con-
siderably smaller than the first due
to the climination of types VI and
VII and subtype B (see chart on
pages 269-4 and 269-5).

Plate varieties

,The plate flaws found on the first
issue do not occur on these reprints
since they were printed with new
plates which were more carefully pre-
pared. The first issue had been very
hastily put together as the stamps
were needed for postal duty as soon
as possible but the reprint plates
were executed with much more care
as more time was available for these
philatelic preparations. In those days
only well executed, unsmeared spe-
cimens were in demand on the phi-
latelic market.

The Postal Authorities delivered
only 70 sheets to the printer but
over a hundred were actually over-
printed. It is obvious that the sur-
plus came frem private sources and
the speculator was very much inter-
ested in their faultless execution. Es-
pecially since each sheet of the basic
5 Mk. stamp represented a face va-
lue of 750 marks and after the over-
print was applied the new 50 Pfa.
face value represented only 75 marks
per sheet.

Therefore no plate varieties such
as the faulty value markings in PE.
(Pi., Pr., Fr., Pt.) are found on this
issue.

Printing Varieties

In contrast to the lack of plate
flaws in the Bern Issue, there were
a great many printing varieties.
These, however, were not accidental
as -they were intentionally prepared
for philatelic purposes.

a. Invertdd overprint.

b. Double overprint in line (5050)

¢. Double overprint offset (5050

or 5050).

d. Double inverted overprint —

one line.

- Polonus Bulletin, June 1969
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¢. Double inverted overprint —
two lines.

‘f. Double overprint — one normal
and cone inverted (see table for
various cambinations of types.

p- Tripple overprint.

p. Triple overprint.

q. Triple overprint — one inverted

r. Triple overprint — two inverted

s. Triple overprint — all inverted.
. 05 fP instead of 50 Pf.
. 05 P instead of 50 Pf.
v. 5 P instead of 50 Pf.

w. 505 instead of 50 Pf. (double
type u).
x. Overprint on margin or gutter.

z. Overprint offset on back.
aa. Pair — one with overprint and
one without.

Others with the usual errors on
the basic 5 Mk. stamp can be
found, such as, the inscriptions
COMMISSIUN or COMMISSI N
instead of COMMISSION.

The number of printing “errors”,
such as, inverts, double overpiints,
triple overprints in various combina-
tions, diagonal overprints, etc. is very
high in the Bem Issue. Probably 60%
of the stamps printed were inten-
tionally printed incorrectly, a hall-
mark of a speculative issue. Less than
20% of the first issuc were printed
incorrectly.

Quantity of Stamps Overprinted

It is impossible to tell exactly how
many sheets of the Bern Issue were
actually prepared. Only 4 sheets (600
stamps) were to be delivered to the
WP Wl satr Bem!
. It is known for a fact that 70
sheets (10,500 stamps) were deliver-
ed to the Erdmann Raabe Printing
House in Oppeln by the Post Office
Oppeln 1 on March 26, 1920 for the
purpose of overprinting as it is offi-
cially recorded by the Postal Depart-
ment at Oppeln (French sources
place the figure at 9000 ccpies).

The printing house records, on the
other hand, show that 125 sheets
(18,750 stamps) were overprinted on

that day.
Let us assume then, that 100
sheets (15,000 stamps) were over-

printed. This gives us the following
quantities of cach type of overprint:
Type 1A — 3600 copies
Type IIA — 2500 copies
Type IIIA — 5000 copies
Type IVA — 3600 copies
Type VA — 300 copies.
Forgeries

All later issues and reprints, al-
though they were prepared under the
autherization of philatelically inter-
ested members of the Inter Allied
Commission, differ from the Bern

Typset dopl oo Inverted Overprint on Normal Overprint
Combination I| |[ ‘Nusmhber

Note: The first type L Types Ipsoieet
listed is the normal f1 1 ITAon ITA | 28

. oveprint and the sec- i | I AonlIV A 8
ond is the inverted ov- s } [ A on HITEA - 25
erprint. f4 | Aol A |25

Combination f 2 is :

identical to combina- f.? J III A on VA j 25
tion f 6 but inverted fo | TV oSl = 8
on the basic stamp. i l IV A on III A } 25
The same is true of £33 ] T et N i
f 3vandicfi4, of 5 and 7 \
£ £ 8w E Y. £9 \ V' A on IV A | 3
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Issue in that they were printed
strictly to take advantage of collec-
tors and are not postal issues. The
Bern Issue, on the other hand, was an
official postal issue.

The great demand for the 50 Pfg./
5 Mk. stamps created the printing of
several reprints after the printing of
the Bern Issue was completed. On
March 27 to 30, 1920 an additional
300 sheets were overprinted using
the original Bem Issue plates. These
are especially dangerous preparations
as they are identical in design and
color to the original printing. Some
difference in the ink can be seen in
some of them as, toward the end of
the printing cperation, the ink was
diluted with varnish and is thinner
and some smudging can be seen
around the figures.

Most of the “errors” came from
these printings, which were printed
at the FErdmann Reabe Printing
House not only in March but again
in July and October, 1920 and Feb-
ruary, 1921.

Some of these reprints can be
found used on letters since all had
circulation validity. Some do not ap-
pear the lcast bit philatelic.

The paper and ink differ in-each
of these later reprints, as little atten-
tion was paid to such things at that
time. The February 1921 printing is
especially noticeable as it was printed
with a very fatty, smearing ink.

Only the first issue of March 10
to 12, 1920 can be regarded as a gen-
uine postal issue. The later Bern Is-
sue must be considered an official re-
print as it was authorized by the pro-
per authorities. All later issues' can-
not be considered reprints but are
out and out forgeries created strictly
for the purpose of taking advantage
of the collector.

5 Pfg. on 20 Pfg. Overprint -

After the first printing of the 50
Pfg./5 Mk. denomonation was com-

pleted the zeros were removed fromn
the plate to create the plate for the
next issue — the 5 Pfg./20 Pfg. sur-
charge. Naturally the characteristic of
the Pfg. plate are very much the same
cn the new 5 Pfg. value except that
that the zero is absent.

Without the zero there are, of
course, no types V, VI or VII as
occured on the 50 Pfg. value.

The clichés of 25 were also reset
for this issue so they do not occur at
the same position as for previous is-
sues. The new arrangement is as fol-
lowes:

Block A remained unchanged.

Block B was previonsly block D.

Bleck C was previously block E.

Block D was previously block F.

Block E was previously block C.

Block F was previously block B.

Due to these relecations the blecks
are now arranged thusly:

Block A — All stamps in this block
are type IIIA.

Block B — The entire first and se-
cond vertical rows and the last
stamp in the third vertical row
(fields 6, 7 16 117526, 27, 36.:46,
47 and 48) are tvpe IVA. The re-
mainder of the block is type IA.

Blecck C — All stamps in this block
are type IVA.

Block D — All stamps in this bleck
are type IIIA.

Bleck E — The bottom three stamps
in the last vertical row (fields 125,
135 and 145) ate type III. The top
two stamps of the first vertical row
(fields 101 and 111) and the entire
fourth vertical row (fields 104, 114,
124, 134 and 144) are subtype B.
All cther fields in this block are
subtype A.

Block F — Consists entirely cf type
II numerals. The bottom two
stamps of the fourth vertical row
of this block (fields 139 and 149)
and the entire fifth vertical row
(fields 110, 120, 130, 140 and 150}
are subtype B. All cther fields in
this block are subtype A.
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BATTLE OF MONTE CASSINO 25TH ANNIVERSARY

By DR. M. A. LIPINSKI

On the 25th Anpiversary of the
Battle of Monte Cassino, post office
Poznan 9 used a special commemora-
tive cancellation as illustrated below.

XXVROCZNlCA BITWY P
MONTE CASSI¢

POZ'\JAN 9 #18.V. 1960
This battle was one of the hardest
battles fought in World War 1L
Meonte Cassine, a monastary on a
hill 1702 ft. high, overlcoks the town
of Cassino, Italy. The abbey was found-

ed in 529 by St. Benedict of Nursia
(Scott’s Italy 232-238), whose rule be-
came that of all of the Benedictine
crder in the world. Througheut the
centuries Monte Cassino was one of
the greatest centers of Christian learn-
ing and picty. The building of the
abbey were destroyed four times:

by the Lombards in 581

by the Arabs in 883

by an earthquake in 1349

and during World War II.

At the end of 1943, the town, ab-
bey as well as the nearby hills, were
formed into the key defense of the
Nazis blocking the Allied advances to
Rome. The abbey and adjoining hills
overlooking the the valley of the Liri
river and rcad No. 6, Via Castillina,
running from Naples to Rome were

“DOJDZIEMY” HANDBOOKS

We received a limited amount of
“DOJDZIEMY” handbooks by the
late Dr. M. E. Uznangki. They are
available at $1.50 plus 12¢ postage
from C. J, Mikucki, 4704 N. Overhill
Ave., Norridge, Ill. 60656.

used by the Nazis to close the Via
Castillina and the lecal railroad. De-
spite repeated, concentrated ground
attacks started from January 17, 194+,
despite the Allied attempt to divert
Nazi troops from here by landing at
Anzio, and despite the virtual de-
struction of town and abbey through
aerial and ground shelling in Febru-
ary and March, the Nazi positions
held out until May 18, 1944.

The tirst attacks were made by tne
5th U.S. Army with the French Auxi-
hary Corps on January 17 to 21, but
were crushed by Nazi defenses. The
second pairs of attacks made by the
British Eighth Army on February 15
to 18, with the third attacks March
15 to 25 — all were unsuccessful with
a great loss of men and arms.

The fourth attacks were made by
the British Eighth Army with the
aid of the Polish Second Corps under
General Anders. A most powerful
thrust by the Poles conquered Montc
Cassino, the abbey, hill, the nearby
hills Monte Cairo and Piedimonte,
and opened the way to Reme for the
Allied troops.

The battle resulted in:

— total defeat of the 34th and

36th U.S. Army Divisions

— total defeat of the 2Znd New

Zealand Division

— total defeat of the Reyal Sussex

— total defeat of Rajputana Rifles

— total defeat of the 4th and 8th

Hinduv Daivisions

— trtal defeat of the French Tu-

nisian Regiment

— 924 soldiers and officers of the

Polish Second Corps killed and
3225 wounded*
(*Most likely these figures are higher.)

Many of the valuable manuscripts
of the abbey’s library were stolen by
Nazis, but after the war they were
returned and the abbey was restored.

Polonus Bulletin, June 1969
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A great cemetery on the slopes of
Monte Cassino serves as lasting evi-
dence of the heroic bravery of the
Polish soldiers, the fighters for free-
dom and liberty of all nations of the
world.

(zerwone maki na Monte Cassino,

Zlamiast rosy pity polska krew.

Po tych makach szedl zoln'erz i ginal...

Lecz od $mierci silniejszy byt gniew...

Przejda lata i wieki przeming,

Pozostang §lady dawnych dni,

T tylko maki na Monte Cassino

Uzerwietisze beda, ho z polskiej wzrosty

(zerwietisze beda, bo z polskiej
wzrosly krwi...

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Friday, July 11, 1969 —

Regular business meeting at Fal-
cons Hall.
Sunday, July 20, 1969 —

Annual Polonus Picnic at Powers
Lake, Wisconsin.
Friday, August 8, 1969 —

Regular business meeting at Fal-
cons Hall.

NOTICE:
During the months of July and
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PCLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Alfred Szebel, Serretary

9041 Emerson. DesPlaines, Ill. 60016
Stanley Dobrzycki, Treasurer

1935 N. Tripp, Chicago, lIl. 60639
Chester A. Schafer, Editor

864 N. Ashland, Chicago, ll. 60622

Lester Jankowski, Publications Chrm.

7303 Kildare, Lincolnwood, Ill. 60646

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-
political. Views expressed by authors
of articles appearing herein do not
necessarily express the views of the
Polonus Philatelic Society.

— Annual Dues are $2.50 —
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August there will be no meetings on
the fourth Friday of the month.

BULLETIN AD RATES

Non-Members Members

Full page i nt S $12.00
Flal i oo BN E e 9.00........ 7.00
Quarter Fages o oe SR008 4.00
(@netlnchie s 2002 2.00

Send ad copy with your check to
the editor.

OUR PRICE 65¢ PER COVER
Commemorating America’s mo:t
important SPACE LAUNCH-
INGS from CAPE CANAVE.-
RAL: postmarked on date of
launch. Original cachels by the
Space Artist Carl A. Swanon.
Each cover containg deseriptive
card giving even more details
of launching. Our subscribers
receive FREE — THE SPACE
CRAFT EXPLORER.

A $5.00 advance deposit will

assure your receipt of future
covers and THE EXPLORER.

Space Craft Covers
P.0. Box 2296
Huntington, W. Va. 25724

Member: POLONUS, APS, ATA, ASDA

EXPERTISING SERVICE

ALL STAMPS OF POLAND, CENTRAL
LITHUANIA, POLISH FIELDPOSTS,
LOCALS, PLEBISCITES, OCCUPA-
TION ISSUES, ETC.

A charge of 25c for every stamp sent.

For stamps cataloged over 1000 zlo-
tys in Ruch—an additional charge
of 2% is made (at the rate of
50 zlotys = $1.00),

To above charges are added postage
(airmail—special delivery) and in-
surance if so requested. Cost of
insurance amounts to 25% of the
postage value, minimum 25c.

All Expertising done within 14 days.
Zbigniew Mikulski
9008 ST. GALLEN
NOTKERSTR. 127, SWITZERLAND
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