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AMPOL'PEX '69 GREATEST SHOW IN THE AREA 
Our sister organization, the Polish 

Philatelic Society of Buffalo, held their 
annual exhib;tion November 1st and 
2nd at Adam Mickiewicz Hall, 612 
Fillmore Ave., in Buffalo, N.Y. "It 
was the best show in the area", said 
the exhibition chairman, Theodore 
Skotnicki. 

The e.xhibitions consisted of one­
hundred and twenty-eight frames sup­
plied by twenty exhibitors, and was 
classified into the following categories: 
General, Polonica, Balloon and Air­
mail, Postal History, Specialized, Top· 
ical, Junior andd Honorary. 

Judging the shew were Dr. Matt 
Gajew·skt, M;rs. Bernice Hochmuth, 
George Olchevsky, vVilliarn Crick and 
M. Stachura. -

They awarded the Gracid Award 
trophy to Chester Schafer for his Stu­
dy of the Lublin Isme of 1919. The 
President's Award \Vent to Tad. Ma­
Janowski for Poland's History. The 
Kolakowski Award was given to Alfred 
Szebel for Poland's Postal History and 
the Polonus Award went to H. Ze­
browski for P.O.W. Camp Walden­
berg. Other awards were as follow.,: 

Exhibition Committee for AMPOLPEX '69 of the Polish Philatelic Society 
in Buffalo. Seate·d (left to right); Theodore Skotnicki, Chai'rman; Jerome 
MHurek, <:;hristopher Wtoch a11d Walter Kalist. Standing; Frank Oli­
wiecki, Matthew Fuszara and Z. John Ordon, 

- Cut courtesy of LINN' STAMP NEWrS;_ 
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General 
l~t ~ Postage Due and Revenues 

Barbara Wloch 
2i'id- "Groszys" Overprint 

Polonica 
1st - Poland's History 

T. Malanowski 
2nd- Polish Forces Thru the Ages 

M. Bialobrodec 
Balbon and Airmail 

1st - Polish Balloon Post 
R. Sclmeided 

-; :, ' 2nd_:_.:. Balloon-Gliders 
C. Wloch 

Postal History 
1st - World \Var II 

Alfred Szebel 
2nd- Polish Army in France 
• Chester Schafer 

Specialized 
1st - Lublin Issue of 1919 

Chester Schafer 
2nd- P.O.\V. Camp \Voldcnbcrg 

H. Zebrowski 
Topical 

1st - Jagiellon University 
C. \V1och 

2nd- Boy Scout Post 
B. \V1och 

Junior 
•• 1st - Monuments on Max. Cards 

Eva vVloch 
The theme of their show ,vas "Po­

land in vVorld \Var II." Souvenir 
sheets and cacheted covers were issued. 
A U.S. Postal Station operated at the 
show and all mail cancelled with a 
special AMPOLPEX postmark. 

Souvenir sheets are priced at 15c 
and covers are 30c each plus postage. 
Available from tlfe • Polish Philatelic 
Society, 612 Fillmore Ave., Buffalo, 
N.Y: 14212. \ ~ 

The / .Po]ish Philateii2 Society of 
Buffalo came into being eight years 
ago. Today, over: 7 0 participating 
members· meet at Adam Mickiewicz 
Hall on the 2nd and 4th Friday of 
each ww:ith <1t, 8.:00 PM, whe~ all 
mattirs pertaining, to philately are dis­
cussed, problems, aired and stamps ex­
changed. At 9: 30 each 4th Friday . 
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following the business section, there 
is a wcial tea and auction. The of­
ficers are: Christopher J. Wloch, pre­
sident; Frank I. Ol iwiecki, vice-pres.; 
Zdzislaw Ordo<lncl, secretary; Jerome 
Mazurek, treasurer; Michael Gnoinski, 
librarian; Walter Kalist, correspondent; 
T11eo. Skotnicki, Matt Fuszara and 
Henry Skibinski, directors. 

Editor's Note: 
From our London member, M. A.. 

Bojancwicz, ,.ve received an article on 
"Tl1e Re-Cut Dies of Poland No. l" 
which we have printed in the center 
section of this month's Bulletin. The 
final instailment on this article will 
appear in our December issue. 

The Upper Silesia Handbook will 
be continued in our January issue. 

NEW MEMBERS 
A. J. Ferraiulo 

2219 So. 17th Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 1914 5 

A. Piotrowski 
1521 Sixth Avenue 

Mounsville, vV. Va. 26041 

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR 

POLAND 

Suppl~ment # 13, 1968 
Now Ready at $ I .45 

- plus 35c postage 1 

Write !JS for a special price on 
COtT1plete Poland pages 

(to M~·mbers of Polonus only) 

K-LINE 
PUBLISHING, INC. 

Geo. C Kobylko 

Box 159,. Berwyn, Ill. 60402 
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The Re-cut Dies of Poland No. 1 

By M. A BOJANOWICZ, R.D.P. 

Reprinted from Robson Lowe's magazine "PHI LATELY" 

IL is generally known that Poland No. I was printed from two dies, one for the red 
hackgroun<l (fig . !) , and the other for the blue print (fig. 2). The red die was modified before 
definitely being used for printing and the definite part used for the issued stamp is shown on 
fig. IA. 

Fig. I 

Red hac/..ground 1t·i1!, • 
red oval Fig. I A 

Fig. 2 

Blue prilll 11·i1!, /,/ue 1>1·1,/ 

Fig. 2A 

The blue <.lie has hcen unchanged with the exception of th.! blue oval surrounding the 
Russian Eag le in lhe centre which appears on certain stamps. although most of them had the 
blue oval removed. This varie ty of douhlc ova l, blue and red (fig. 3), has been previously 
described by me sufficiently and ;herefore I will not go into any further details. 

T he var ieties on the hlue colour on Poland No. I have been studied more than those 
which appear regularly on the red background although the blue varieties generally listed a re 
only a small part o[ constant flaws and varieties which happen on thi s issue. 

Some of the unrecorded varieties from the Author's Collection. 
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Normal stamp red oval 
only Fig. 3A 

Figure "40" instead 
of "JO'' 

Type I Type II Type n1 
Red and blue oval variety Fig. 3 

Cracked plate 
variety 

Fig. 4 

"JO" with a point 
variety 

Most authors and philatelic publications follow the lead given by Polanski in his book 
where he shows some of the better known varieties without any system or cohesion. The 
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Red filter applied 
Fig. 5 

Violet filter applied 
eliminating yellow. Fig. 6 

Green filter applied re­
inforcing the red. Fig. 7 
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presep t article will not embark on enlarging this part of research on Poland No. I leaving it 
to special articles about flaws and varieties on the blue die.-

The red flaws anci varieties on the background have been rather neglected . The reason 
for this is that the blue print covers the red background in such a way that it is very often 
d ifficult to sec exactly or discover fl aws and varieties on the red part. 

It is still difficult to get the blue colour eliminated to be able to study the red background 
by itseif. (The known photographic techniques makes it quite impossible to completely remove 
the blue part of the design to get a clear picture of the red background). Although double 
filters have been tried, as you can see on illustration, fig. 5, 6 and 7, the blue design is still 
dominant covering the details in red. 

The removal of the red colour is more rnccessftll as we can see on Fig. 8, where the 
application of a red filter eliminated completely the red background. 

Fig. 8 

As shown on Fig. 7 the most helpful filter is the green one disclosing most of the red 
background for study. 

Fig. 9 Fig. 10 

These two pictures ~how clearly that the damage to the blue die (Fig. 9) is not connected 
with equal damage to the red background (Fig. JO). 

Some authors have tried to write about the red background, but no conclusions have 
been taken and some facts have never been mentioned which is the reason for writing this 
article. 

For the first time after about 100 years of the existence of the first Polish stamp and 
after many years of research , I discovered that the red background, and in part also the blue 
die have been recut (due to damage occurring during the printing afld rough handling) in the 
first stages of the printing process. 

To understand better the new discovery of recuts to tlie red die it is necessary to remind 
readers on some details of the red background. 
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The Red Background 

Beside the centre coat of arms the red die fills in the background between the centre 
emblem and the edge of the stamp. 

Characteristic details of the background \fig. J A) are as follows: -

I. The drawing of the red background consists of 29 equally spaced bands of dots or lines. 
At the top of the stamp and at the bottom are bands of dots. The upper bands (the first 
dots ar.d first lines) as well as the four bottom bands (two dots and two lines) are full, that 
is they run across the entire width, while the remaining ones are broken symmetrically 
in the centre, in order to clear the coat of arms. 

2. Each band of dots really consists of three rows staggered in such a way that each period 
(centre dot) follows a c_olon (double-dot). All of these bands as a rule start at the left with 
a period (centre dot) follows a colon (double-dot). The number of dots and colons in a 
full row is 43 each. 

3. Each row of lines consists of equally spaced vertical lines aligned with the periods (centre 
dots). The number of lines in a full row is also 43. 

4. The left edge of the red background is more distinct than the right edge, because the first 
dots and first lines of all _bands are aligned, whereas the colons (double-dots) protrude at 
the right. 

5. The rows broken in the centre to clear the coat of arms are as a whole symmetrical , with 
the exception of the third band of lines from the top and the fifth band of lines from the 
bottom, in which there are five dashes at the leit and four dashes at the right; one dash 
more at the left and four dashes at the right; one dash more on the left than on the right 
may be found in several of the middle rows where the coat of arms is widest. In the broken 
rows are also other characteristic details such as a single row of dots (instead of three) in 
the centre of the fourth band from the top. 

Varieties in the Red Background 

The red background described above is most common (say on over 60 % of the stamps). 
There are varieties where the top or bottom bands are made up of two rows of dots, instead 
of three. 

These Yarieties are distinct at times especially in the bottom row. 

Besides this, they reveal such differences as: two rows of dots in the top and half or 
either the top or bottom band with two rows of dots, etc. 
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LET'S GET POLPEX MINDED 
POLPEX 1970 is just around the 

corner - Februarv 28th and March 
1st. vVith the Dc~ember Bulletin you 
will receive a prospectus or entry ap­
plication. Plan your exhibit now! You 
might use some of that free t ime com­
ing up with the holidays to prepare 
your collection. 

Art director, Alfred Szebel, brought 
preliminary designs for the souvenir 
sheets to our last meeting and they 
,vell portray our dual theme - the 
50th anniversaries of Poland's Defeat 
of the Bolsheviks at the Battle of the 
Vistula in 1920 and Poland United 
to the Sea. 

Right about Polpex time we stir up 
!come publicity in the Polish and Phi­
latelic Press to draw attention to our 
show. \V c need articles for our Pol­
pcx program catnlog and other pub­
lications. If you have some literary 
abilities, please write up something 
historical and philatelic pertaining to 
stamps of the 1920 period and send 
it to your editor. 

The Po1pex is our biggest event of 
the year. Polonus has built up a re­
putation with its many successful Pol­
pex ventures in the past. Let us not 
fall down on the job this time! 

ROGER KOERBER AUCTION 
The Reger Koerber stanfp hou,e 

will auction off Part I of the \Valtcr 
Dziuda Collecticn on December 6th. 
Many Poland No. l and 1919 Kra­
kow items are being offered. Fc,r ca­
talog write to them at 605 Northland 
Towers \V., Southfield, Mich. 4807 5. 

BULLETIN AD RA.TES 
Non-Members Members 

Full page ........ ...... .. $15.00 .... -.. . $12.00 
Half Page -············· 9.00........ 7.00 
Quarter Page ........ 5.00 ... --·-· 4.00 
One Inch ····-········· 2.00.-..... . 2.00 

Send ad copy with your check to 
the editor. 
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NEW ISSUES 
Monument Umciling In lVfrjdanek 

On September 20, 1969 a 40 f?:L 
commemorative was ismed in ccn• 
junction with the unveiling of a me· 
nument on September 21 , t in mem:> 
ry of the victims of the concentration 
camp in Majdadnek near Lublin. In 
this Naz/ extierm:nation camp 11/, 
million people lost their lives in the 
years 1941 till I 944. 

The bicolor stamp shows two frag­
ments of the immense monument 
erected after the design of ,culptor 
\Viktor Tolkin. Offset printed in 
~heets of 80 stamps on common paper 
by the State Print ing \ Vorks. P\VP\V. 
\Varsaw. Quantitv i,sued: 6.000,000. 
Designed by K. Rogaczewska. 

Polish Regional Costum':'s 
A set of eight multicolored stamp·, 

were issued on September 30, 1960 
depicting Pcl'sh regional costumes. 

In Poland there are a dozen or so 
regions of the national costume, and 
each of thr::m has numerous variatic-ns, 
sometimes even indiv '.dual villages. 

40 gr.-Krzczoncw, Lublin province 
5,5 00,000 issued 

60 gr.-Lowicz, Lcdz privince 
5,000,000 issued 

I.I 5 zl.-Rozbark, Katowice provinc~ 
-f,000,000 issued . 

1.35 zl.-Lower Silesia, vVroclaw prcv. 
3,500,000 issued 

1.50 zl.-Op:;czno, Lodz province 
3,000,000 issued 

4.50 zl.-Sacz, Krakow province 
2,000,000 issued 

5.00 zl.-Highlanders, Krakow prov. 
1,100,000 issued 

7.00 zl.-Kurpic, Warsaw province 
1,100,000 issued 

Offset printed in sheets of 30 on 
chalky paper at PWP\V vVar,aw. De­
signed by S. Malecki. 

BOJANOWICZ IN "SOFIA 69" 
Member M. A. Bojanowicz received 

a special Gold Medal for his exhibit 
in the Court of Honor at SOFIA 69. 
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~~ 
JOSEPH Z. RYCAJ 

The society extends its most heart­
felt sympathy to Mrs. Sylvia Rycaj 
upon the loss of her husband Joseph 
who died November 30th. He is sur­
vived also by two sons, Jerry and Mark. 

Polonus members remember him as 
a former treasurer w·ho did his job 
conscientiously. He was a captain in 
the Polish Army and was a prisoner 
of war in Camp \Voldenberg. He was 
a collector of these P.O.W. stamp 
issues many of whish he brought back 
with him after his release from \Vol­
denberg. 

"SOFIA 69" WINNERS 
The Ambassador of the Bulgarian 

Peoples Republic presented 37 medals 
to 32 Polish exhibitors who won 
awards at the international show SO­
FIA 69. The presentation took place 
Ocober 13, 1969 at the Bulgarian Em­
bassy in Warsmv. 

Gold medals were given to RUCH 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND 
NEW EXPERTIZING TERMS 
We Expertize All Stomps of Poland, 
Central Lithuania, Field Posts, Ple­
biscites and Occupation Issues at 50c 
per stamp for genuine copy, regard­
less of catalog value; 25c for fakes. 
Will furnish a certificate of authen­
ticity with photograph for additional 
charge of $2.00. Minimum charge for 
moiling, regordless.....-of the quantity of 
stomps, is $5.00. 

Will Buy or Sell Rare Stamps, Phila­
telic and Historical Material': Interest­
ing Covers, Rare Cancellations, Proofs 
and Errors of the above mentioned 
issues. Will also Buy Classical Euro­
pean Issues. 

ZBIGNIEW MIKULSKI 
9000 St. Gallen, Sto•uffocherstr. 5 

Switzerland 
Tel.: 071 227830 
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY .,.~ 

Alfred Szebel, Secretary 
9041 Emerson. DesPlaines, Ill. 60016 

Stanley Dobrzycki, Treasurer 
1935 N. Tripp, Chicago, Ill. 60639 

Chester A. Schafer, Editor 
864 N. Ashland, Chicago, Ill. 60622 
Lester Jankowski, Publications Chrm. 
7303 Kildare, Lincolnwood, Ill. 60646 

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non­
political. Views expressed by authors 
of articles appearing herein do not 
necesso ri ly express the views of the 
Polonus P),ilotelic Society. 

- Annual Dues are $2.50 -

for its publication POLSKIE ZNAKI 
POCZTOWE (Handbook of Polish 
Stamps), and to Miss Nlary Groer 
for her topical collection "Under the 
Sign of Esculapus." 

Dr. M. A. Raya] de Ragan received 
two awards: a silver medal for his col­
lection and "Handbook of Upper Si­
lesia Plebiscite" (presently appearing 
in print in our "Pobnus Bulletin"), 
and a silver-gilt medal for his total 
literary contribution to philately in 
aricles, research reports, etc. 

- Dr. M. A. Rayal de Ragan 

s PACE CRAFT COVERS I 

Commemorating America's 
most important SPACE. 
LAUNCHINGS from CAPE 
CANAVERAL - postmarked 
on date of launch. Original 
cachets by the Space Artist 
Carl A. Swanon. Each cover 
contains a descriptive c'ard 
giving even more details of 
launching. 

Space Craft Covers 
P.O. Box 2296 

Huntington, W. Va. 25724 
Member: POLON'US, APS, ASDA 
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