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The Most Reverend Alfred L. Abra-
mowicz, Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago,
will be Honorary Chairman of POL-
PEX 1970, to be held on February 28
and March 1st at St. James Audito-
rium, 2424 N. Mango Ave., near I'ul-
lerton Ave. in Chicago. He will pre-
side over the opening ceremonies on
Saturday at noon.

iMost Rev. Aiﬁ;éd L.. Abramowicz

Two 1920 events in Poland’s history
will be honored: the 50th anniversa-
ries of the Miracle of the Vistula and
Poland’s Union With The Sea. A pair
of souvenir sheets will be issued by

POLONUS depicting these themes.

shop Abramowicz Our Honcrary Polpex Chairman

1 Nnasz

PHILATELIC SOCIETY

POLPEX 1970

POLONUS

FEB. 28 — MAR. 1 CHICAGO

One sheet shows a drawing by artist
V. Gawron, of Father Ignatius Sko-
rupka, a Polish army chaplain, leading
“his boys” against the Bolshevik army.
Above are the notes of a patriotic sol-
dier song, “O Sacred Country Of
Ours.” At the bottom left is a Poland
stamp typical of that period.

After World War I, Poland found
itself in a state of war with the Bol-
sheviks who were taking over Polish
lands formerly occupied by the Ger-
mans. The Bolshevik army advanced
right up to the gates of Warsaw on
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the banks of the Vistula river. Marshal
Pilsudski rallied what army he could
to defend the capital city.

Father Skorupka led a charge with
the ycuths of his company. He raised
his cross, intoned a prayerful hymn
to the Blessed Virgin, and the entire
company took up the melody and
moved forward. A shell struck and
killed Father Skerupka. The Polish for-
ces advanced, and they suffered heavily
-— 300 were either killed or wounded
— but every cbjective planned for
them by the military was attained.

The other scuvenir sheet honoring
Poland’s Union With The Sea shows
General Haller at the head of his
troops throwing a ring into the Baltic
sca as a symbol of the wedding of
his ccuntry to the sea. To the left is
a Poland ship stamp showing the M.S.

Pilsudski in the port of Gdynia. At
the bottom are the opening words of
a patriotic song, “Our Sea, Our Sea.”
A pair of souvenir sheets are priced
at 50c plus postage. Two cacheted
covers will also be issued and cancelled
on the cpening day with the special
Polpex cancellation used by the US.
post cffice at St. James Auditorium.
Ccvers are priced at 35¢ each and are
available from J. P. Rux, 6136 W.
Addison St., Chicago, Ill. 60634.
Visitors to the Polpex will be able
to purchase current U.S. commemora-
tives at face value at the Polpex Post-
(Continued on page 277-7)

In this issue of the “Bulletin” we
continue with ancther segment of the
leagthy work of Dr. Rayall de Ragan,
“Handbook of Upper Silesia.”

PCLONUS OFFICERS FOR 1970 ELECTED — On a sub-zero Friday night, the
pictured group cof members turned out for the annua! election of officers which
took place at St James Clubroem in Chicago.

First row, seated (left to right): Roman Reinowski, Director; Stanley Dobrzycki, Trea-
surer; Alfred Szebel, Secretary; Chester Schafer, President; John Bobo, Vice Presi-
dent; Roman Strzelecki, Directer; J. P. Rux, Director.

Standing: Stanley Jakubowski; Frances Rybarski George Jezioranski; Al Rybarski;
Walenty Poniecki; Gustay Kokocinski; Thomas Gobby, Assistant Secretary; Al Jus-
kowicz; Alexander Florczak; Sebastian Styczynski, Librerian; and Mathias Pristika.
(Not present on photo: Dr. Leon P. Kozakiewicz, Director.)
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Gum

The most obvious difference be-
tween the various printings can be
seen in the gum.

First Printing — Brown, gray or
gray-brown gum.
Second Printing -— Yellow, cream

or yellow-gray gum.
Third Printing — Colorless, white
or gray-white gum.

The 2% Pfg. value has brown-gray
gum in the first printing, yellow gum
in the second printing and white or
colorless gum in the third printing.

The 20 Pfg. value has yellow-brown
gum in the first and second printings
and gray or white gum in the third
printing.

Paper

The first printing was done on in-
ferior war quality paper which was
gray, thick and porous. Some of the
second printings already had white
but still thick paper. The third print-
ing was usually printed on thin white
or transparent paper.

Errors

The issue was very carefully pre-
pared and printing errors were very
few. Most of those that occured were
weeded out before they reached the
public. Even with this great care a
few notable errors can be found.

40 Pfg—Impeiforate left sheet bor-
der (15 sheets).

60 Pfg.—Printed on back, usually
third printing (300 copies.)

75 Pfg—Dark Russian Green. 15 or
20 sheets of this value were acci-
dentally printed in this color.

1 Mk.—Due to a flaw in the-printing
set up the word MARK appears
MAPy.

QOuantity Printed
No data exists on the number of

stamps printed for each value but in-
formation from the Inter Allied Com-

mission balance shect show a revenue
from this issue of 412,375,876. Marks.
Validity

These stamps were in circulation
until the dissolution of the Inter-Al-
lied Commissicn on June 23, 1922 in
all of Upper Silesia except the Polish
districts.

In the portions of Upper Silesia
that were ceded to Poland these
stamps were withdrawn on June 117
1922 with the issuance of stamps for
the Polish part of Upper Silesa.

According to Polish postal regulations
mixed franking was prohibited and any
letters bearing issues of both districts
are therefore philatelic or forgeries.

OFFICIAL STAMPS

On April 1, 1920 official stamps
were first issued in the Upper Silesia
plebiscite territory for use on official
mail of the Inter-Allied Commission
and other offices under their authority.

The postal system in Upper Silesia
was modeled largely after the Irench
system but France had no actual cf-
ficial stamps. Instead, official mail in
France was franked with ordinary
stamps which had been precancled.
Originally official stamps were not
planned for Upper Silesia but since
German postal regulations remained
in force in the territory it soon be-
came necessary to add them.

Due to the work involved in print-
ing a special official stamp it was de-
cided to use the current German of-
fic'al stamps with the added overprint
C.G.H.S. meaning “Commission de
Geuvernement de Haute Silesia” (In-
ter-Allied Commission for Upper Si-
lesia). ‘

The stamps chosen to receive the
overprint were the current German
official stamps for Prussia, with the
numeral 21, and the similar issue
without 21 currently used in Germa-

ny proper.
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Altogether the following 20 stamps
received the overprint;

Michel 16-33, 66 and 70.

Scott Prussia O9-O15 and Germany
01-011, O13 and O15 except O2A.
Overprint Types

The overprinting of the Piussia 21
stamps was done during the last ten
days of March, 1920 and they were
put into circulation on April 1, 1920.
The overprinting was done in the Er-
damm Raabe Printing House in Opole
(Oppeln) with a glossy, black ink in
sheets of 100 stamps. The overprint
occurs in eight different positions.

Horizontal

Horizontal inverted

Vertical (letter C at top)

Vertical (letter C at bottom)

Diagonal - C in upper right corner

Diagonal - C in lower right corner

Diagonal - C in lower right corner

Diagonal - C in upper left corner

Diagonal - C in lower left corner

These positions are not errors but
were prepared in this manner for con-
trol purposes, so that each department
would have its own overprint type.
The Inter-Allied Commission and its
branches were to use the horizontal
overprint; the Department of Com-

munications (railrcad, mail and trans-
portation) were to use the horizontal
inverted; etc.

Due to the hurried application of
these overprints and the lack of con-
trol of the printing there occured so

- many. errors, such as double and tripie
overprints, GHS, CGH, etc., that this
plan had to be abandoned as the is-
suance of the stamps could not be
postponed while this waste was sorted
cut and removed.

All of this waste was put on the
market and all was valid for postage
which not only caused near chaos with
philatelists for sui generis curiosa but
prompted some enterprising Inter-Al-
lied Commission members to see that
not only this issue was overprinted but
also the German official stamps with-
out the control numeral 21.

This second overprinting was done
in May 1920 and additional values of
the 60 Pfg. and 2 Mk. with network
watermark were prepared in 1921 and
1927,

The latter was printed only a few
weeks before the withdrawal of the
Inter-Allied Commission from the ple-
biscite territory and is strictly philate-
lic. They are very seldom found on
genuine letters.

Description of Values
Official Stamps with 21 Original Stamp  Overprinted Stamp
Value Color Michel  Scott  Michel Scott
5 Pfg. | dark green [ie Q9 | Bl 032
10 Pfz. | pink IS Qv by 033
15 Pfg. | lilac brown | 18 @b O3+
20 Pfg. | ultramarine e 012 | D4 035
30 Pfg. | orange on buff R ol TR 036
50 Pfg. | red to violet-blue on buff | 21 @14 =6 037
1 Mk. | brick red on buff |2 @l SN 038
Official Stamps without 21
5 Pfg. | dark green s 0ol | D8 039
10 Pfg. | pink 04 @2 00 040
15 Pfg. | lilac brown | 25 @5 D10 041
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Original Stamp  Overprinted Stamp

Value Color Michel  Scott  Michel Scott
20 Pfg. | violet blue 26 O = 042
30 Pfg. | orange onb uff | @5 B 043
40 Pfg. | pink | Q6 | B3 044
50 Pfg. | wiilet on buff 29 07 Pl 045
60 Pfg. | lilac brown | 30 @SS TS S (046
1 Mk. | brick red on buff sl @8 D6 047
1.25 Mk.| blue on yellow (32 QR BN [T 48
2 Mk. | blue slate | 33 010 | DI8 049
5 Mk. | lilac brown on yellow | 66 ORI 050

2 Mk. | watermarked network | |
| blue slate IS0 @ISEENID20) 051

The German Official stamp 10 Pfg.
orange can also be found with the
overprint but is always a forgery.

Sheet Markings

The sheet borders of the original
stamps were left intact, so naturally
appear as they did on the unover
printed sheets.

All sheets centain the order num-

ber typical on German issues. This is
the so-called Haus Auftrags Nummer
(H.A.N.) and consists of a capital H,
frr Haus Auftrags, a two digit nu-
meral indicating the number of the
crder. and a two digit numeral mark-
irg the year the order was placed.
For instance, the marking H 5603.19
means Order Number 5603 for the
year 1919.

Issue with 21

K

v g Rt

SEPf [ BEIR5 603519 H 2790.20
[0S E N RS 6 (4 50 H 2791.20
IS Pfe. | H 560519 H 279220
200 Piz [F EHE5606:19 H 2022.20 H*2793%.20
30 Pfe. | H 5607.19 H 2023.20
50 Pfe. | H 5608.19 H 2079.20 I 279420
1 Mk. | H 5609.19 H2795.20

Issue without 21
Value Order Numbers
5 Pfg. | H 5596.19 H 2796.20
10 Pfg. | H 5597.19 H 2797.20 H 3209.20
15 Pfg. | H 5598.19 H 2798.20 H 2889.21 H 4190.21
20 Pfg. | H 5599.19 H 3210.20
30 Pfg. | H 5600.19 H 2078.20 H 3211.20
408 Pfo [ FE 478820 H 6526.20 H 23724211
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50 Pfg. | H 5601.19 HEs202:2.0 H 4083.22
60 Pfg. | H 2285.21
1 Mk. i H 5602.19 H 3213.20 H 4823.20 H 7035.21
[ H 243327 H 4393.22 (rare) H 5387.22 (rare)
1,25 Mk.| H 3302.20 H 4821.20
2 Mk. | H 3303.20 H 4820.20 (watermark lozenges)
2 Mk. | H 6858.21 H 7885.21 (rare) H 4084.22 (rare)
| H 5888.21 (rare) (watermark network)
5 Mk. | H 3304.20 H 4822.20 H 4565.22 (rare)
| H 7036.21 H 5135.22 (1are) H 5996.22 (raze)

Ouantity of Stamps Overprinted
There is no data available on the
number of copies overprinted but, as
an estimate, about 1,000,000 cepies
of each value were probably prepared
. with the exception of the 2 Mk. value
with network watermark of which only
about 100,000 were overprinted.

Forgeries

There are a number of forgeries of
this issue on the market, mostly ori-
ginating from Paris. They are recog-

nizable by their dull printing ink and
larger letters.
Validity

These stamps were in circulation
until the end of the Inter-Allied Com-
missions jurisdiction in the plebiccite
territory on June 23, 1922. In the
portion of Upper Silesia ceded to Po-
land they were in circulation only un-
til June 17, 1922. Mixed franking was
prohibited so any such items must be
considered as counterfeits.

PLEBISCITE DAY COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE

To commemorate the day that the
plebiscite was taken in Upper Silesia
the Inter-Allied Commission issued a
special set of commemorative stamps
on March 20, 1921.

This issue was created by overprint-
ing scme values of the current Second
Definitive Issue with the overprint
,-Plebiscite 20 mars 1921”.

Printing

The small format stamps (10 Pfg.
to 40 Pfg.) were overprinted in three
lines and the large format stamps (50

Pfg. to 1 Mk.) in two lines. All were
overprinted with black ink except the
25, 40 and 50 Pfg. values which re-
ceived a red overprinted.

There arc also some trial cverprints
in the colors, namely the 25 and 40
Pfg. stamps in black and the 15, 20
and 30 Pfg. stamps in red. Two or
three sheets of each value of these
trial overprints were submitted to the
Inter-Allied Commission for color se-
lection.

Two dies were prepared. One for
the two line overprint and another
for the three line overprint and from
each of these a casting of 25 stamp
des'gns were made. These castings
were used to make the printing plates
of 150 small format and 75 large
format stamps.

By this method most errors which

characterized the First Provisional
(To be continued)
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POLPEX — Continued frcm page 277-2

office. Some 25 dealers will also be
selling stamps and covers in the bou-se.

Admission to the Polpex is free. The
Committee has tried to plan the exhi-
bits so that thru philately viewers will
see the history of the New Poland in
the carly days of its struggle to pre-
serve its newly wen independence.

The highlight of the Pclpex is the
traditional Beeba cn Saturday n'ght.
After the Beeba and its Pelish foods
a program will be held and awards
presented.

Chicagoland members are asked to
come to St. James Auditerium on
Friday night, February 27th, to help
setup the exhibition.

See you at POLPEX 1970!

APPLICANTS PENDING
Jerome Mazurek
1390 Breadway
Buffalo, N.Y. 14212
Henry F. Zebrowski
179 Sixth Street
Harriscn, N.J. 07029

K-LINE PAGES

FOR

POLAND

&)

Supplement # 14, 1969
Now Ready at $2.15

plus 35¢c postage

Write us for a special price on
complete Poland pages
(to Members of Polonus only)

K-LINE
PUBLISHING, INC.

Geo. C Kobylka

~ Box 159, Berwyn, lil. 60402

TID BITS

Myron Steczynski, at his own ex-
pense, donated the two-volume Kos-
ciuszko Foundation edition Polish and
English Dictionary to the library of
the Collectors’ Club of New York,
and he did so giving the credit for
the donation to Polonus. (Myron, we
salute vou!)

Get well wishes to Ray Bialobrzeski
who is convalescing at home from a
recent illness.

* * * -

Jack Rux looks better than ever af-
ter his recent trip to Europe.

* * *

Winston Gruszezyk extends a wel-
come to members visiting in Toronto
on weekends. He will invite you for
overnight accomcdation or will help
you to find a hctel. His address is
56 Heathrow Drive, Downsview, Ont.
Canada. Telephone ( 416) 241-8442.
By meeting so he would like to ex-
change views regarding philately. (A
wonderful gesture on his part.)

BATTLE IN FRANCE COVERS

The Asscc. of E-Servicemen of the
2nd Rifle Division (Polish) in Great
Britain is authorized by the British
postal authorities to issue decorated
philatelic covers with official cancel-
lations. The covers will mark the 30th
anniversary of its June 20, 1940 bat-
tle mm France, and will include a
short history of the division written
in Polish, English and French.

Covers are 50c each from Col. F.
Raczek, 13 Stonor Recad, London,
W14, England.

BULLETIN AD RATES

Non-Members  Members
Full page -...cccovenvn SI5100 " $12.00
HalfaPage "t m o 9.00........ 7.00
Quarter Page™ - .0 5:00. .. 4.00
@ne Inch e EaN T Ra SSII008 1 2.00

Send ad copy with your check to
the editor. .

Polonus Bulletin, February 1970
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Friday, February 27th, 1970 —

Polpex Mounting Nite Party. Bring
along a screwdriver, cloth for wiping
glass, stamp hinges and other necess:-
ties you may think of. Starting at
6:00 p.m. at St. James Auditorium.
Saturday, February 28, 1970 —

Polpex Exhibition opens at 10 a.m.
Bourse, U.S. Post Office cpen all day
~and evening. Beecba at 9:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 1st, 1970 —

Polpex exhibition opens 10 a.m.
Bourse and Post Office open all day.
Exhibits to be taken down at 6 p.m.
Friday, March 13th, 1970 —

Program Meeting. Speaker: Pclpex
Grand Award winner.Topic: his prize
winning exhibit. Starting 8 p.m.

APPLICANTS PENDING
Heinz Erwin Jungjechnn
2252 St. Peter Ording
Jahnweg 7, West Germany
Richard Pustulka
Dabrowa Gornicza,

ul. Limanowskiego 32
Poland

CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND
NEW EXPERTIZING TERMS

We Expertize All Stamps of Poland,
Central Lithuania, Field Posts, Ple-
biscites and Occupation Issues’ at 50c
per stamp for genuine copy, regard-
less of catalog value; 25c for fakes.
Will furnish a certificate of authen-
ticity with photograph for additional
charge of $2.00. Minimum charge for
mailing, regardless of the quantity of
stamps, is $5.00.

Will Buy or Sell Rare Stamps, Phila-
telic and Historical Material: Interest-
.ing Covers, Rare Cancellations, Proofs
and Errors of the above mentioned
_issues. Will also Buy Classical Euro-
_pean lIssues.

ZBIGNIEW MIKULSKI
9000 St. Gallen, Stauffacherstr. 5
Switzerland
Tel.: 071 227830

et e s s o a s a s a s o ol ol ol el oo oo o ,1
POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY N
Alfred Szebel, Secretary
9041 Emerson. DesPlaines, Ill, 60016
Stanley Dobrzycki, Treasurer
1935 N. Tripp, Chicago, Ill. 60639
Chester A. Schafer, Editor
864 N. Ashland, Chicago, lll. 60622
Lester Jankowski, Publications Chrm.
7303 Kildare, Lincolnwood, Ill. 60646

The Polonus Phila*elic Society is non-
political. Views expressed by authors
of articles appearing herein do not
necessarily express the views of the
Polonus Philatelic Society.

— Annual Dues are $2.50 —

P T T T TV IV VNIV S et e o e ol

NEW MEMBER
Ted J. Klich
2 Demaris Avenue
Downsview, Ontario, Canada
RESIGNED
A. J. Cihanowyz #195

DROPPED FROM MEMBERSHIP
Jozef Bredowski #816

APPLICANT PENDING

Bertram W. Coltman, Jr.
1620 Tower Rd.

Winnetka, I1l. 60093

SPACE CRAFT COVERS

Commemorating America’s
most important SPACE
LAUNCHINGS from CAPE
CANAVERAL - postmarked
on date of launch. Original
cachets by the Space Artist
Carl A. Swanon. Each cover
contains a descriptive card
giving even more details of
launching.

Space Craft Covers
P.O. Box 2296

Huntington, W. Va. 25724
Member: POLONUS, APS, ASDA
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