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NEW POLPEX AWARDS ANNOUNCED 
Chairman Alfred Szebel 

proudly announces that 
ln addition to the regu­
lar awards, llke the Po­
lonu.s Grand Award tro­
phy shown here, and the 
the specially minted Co­
pernicus medal, the fol­
lowing awards wm al<lo 
be presented at POL­
PEX 73: 

A special crystal piece 
from P.Z.F. In Poland, 

A Gold, n Sliver, anel 
a Bronze medal from H. 
Sleger of Germany for 
Space exhibits, 

A special a.ward (to be 
announced later) from 
the famous lnternatlonaJ 
Polish phtlatellst and ex­
pert, Z. Mikulski of Switzerland. 

In addition to the above, it is I 
expected that there wlll be more 
special awardi. Don't miss out 
on a chance for one of the:;e 
awards, get those preliminary 
entry forms In before the No­
vember 30th deadline. The mes­
sage - EXWBlT!I! 

P.A.N.A. TIJ EXHIBIT 
AT POLPEX '73 

The Poli.sh American Numis­
maUc Association of Chlc'lgo 
has announced that Lt will dis­
play a special collection entlt-

led, " A Thotuand. Yit:ar& 
of Poluh COinr' at POL­
PEX 73. This collection 
features a special em­
phasis on Copernicus' 
contribution to the study 
of the monetary sys­
tems In Poland. 

This eollectlon, which 
toured the United States 
was viewed by over 2 
mllilon people, and won 
a host of special awards 
and recognitions. Thl.s 
display should prove to 
be a most popUlar fea­
ture at POLPEX on botl1 
an historical basis and a 
thematic basis - Coper­
nicus, the theme of POL­
PEX. Don't miss lt! 

$50.00 CONTRfBUTORS 
As announced In the last Po­

lonus bulletin, a special Coper­
nicus medal has been commis­
sioned In conjunction with POL­
PEX 73. Chairman Szebel an­
nounced that this medal will be 
presented to e:xhlbltors and to 
anyone contributlng $50.00 or 
m o r e toward the success of 
POLPEX. Remember! - that 
$50.00 wlll not only bring the 
contributor this highly prtzed 
medal, but (a most important 
BUT) that $50.00 wlll go a long, 
long way toward maklng POL-
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PEX 73 the success that it de­
serves to be. For those of you 
who cannot make a direct per­
sonal contribution of your time 
or skill, that cash contribution 
wUl provide the needed help to 
put it all together. Please direct 
your contributions to: 

Chester Mlkuckl 
4704 No. Overhfil 
Norridge, Ill. 60656 

..... 
VISITING POLPEX 73?! 

If you plan to visit POLPEX, 
are from out of town, and don't 
have definite arrangements -
don't despair. 

Matuszczak Travel of Chicago 
announces that it wlll act as of­
fical coordinator for those in­
terested ln com.lng into Chicago 
for that BIO weekend of POL­
PEX '13. For arrangements for 
hotels, tours, special tickets, etc., 
write or call: 

Wanda Szebel 
% Bank-On-Travel, Inc. 
1223 Oakton Street 
Banlt Bulld1.ng 
Des Plaines, m. 60016 
Phone: (312) 298-1757 

* * .. 
PHILATELIC ARTICLES 

As all of you know, the an­
nual POLPEX Exhlbltlon Cata­
log contain several articles of 
note - both on the theme of 
the show and on various aspects 
of Poll.Sh Phllately. In ahort, it 
contalru: a wealth of informa­
tion. For those of you who have 
a bent for writing and have 
something to say about the 
ahow's theme or any facet of 
Polish Philately, put it in writ­
ing, and get lt Into the editor: 

Chester A. Schafer 
864 No. Ashland Ave. 
Chicago, Dllnoia 60622 

DID YOU OFFER TO HELP 
AT POLPEX 73 ? 

J0-4-2 

CACHETED ENVELOPES 
In response to demand by Po­

lish philatelists and Copernicus 
speclallsts, the Polonus Philat­
elic Society has prepared a set 
of 3 different cacheted enve­
lopes on the Copernicus theme. 
Available at 3 for 25t from: 

Chester Mlkucki 
4'704 No. Overhill 
Norridge, Ill. 60656 

All proceeds from the sales of 
these envelopes go toward meet­
ing expenses or POLPEX 73. 

* .... 
EXHIBIT/ Remember that the 
deadline for preltminaT11 entry 
form, u NOVEMBER 30, 1972. 
Mau it now. Don't be one of 
tho,e who tDflZ later ,av: "Gee 
I wish that I had . . . ,, 

MEMBERS MART 
WANTED : Scott Nos. 251 a & b, 
used with tab. Many others too 
numerous to mention. Highest 
price for Poland Scott B15, Bl6. 

Jack W. Luctowskl 
1100 West Chester Pike, J-7 
West Chester, Pa. 19380. 

WANTED: Scott Nos. 77 - 78, 
used: singles, on piece and 
cover. Polish locals on Germania 
stamps. Send description first. 
Also have forgeries of Scott 251. 
mint & used w / forged cancel 
for sale or trade. 

Thomas J. Oobby 
5713 W. Warwick 
Chicago, m. 60634 

Remember, the Members Mart 
ls for you. It Is here for your 
benefit in helping locate specla­
llzed and elusive material. Send 
in your copy now. Right resen­
ed to edit any copy submitted. 
Sorry, no dealers! Mall all copy 
to the Polonus Secretary. 

Following t, the second in,tall­
ment of V. Maza's article on 
Pllsudskl and Mo,cfckt ltampt. 
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Obviously they faclllated the the lnscrtptlon POCZTA POL­
separation of the 10 x 10 panes SKA. As the frame ls complete 
into small units of 5 x 5 stamps. on the m'.lster-die, I call those 
As they ban been engraved sep- stamps type I , and the stamps 
arately tor each pane of all with the part of the frame mis­
printing plates they could sene sing - type II (flg. 5) . 
- when attached to a stamp - How did the two types occur? 
as supp.ementary plate ldentl- Most probably during the manu­
flcatlon features. But the study tacture of 2nd intermediate ste­
of these crosses l.s very difficult I reos, a small part of the frame 
indeed as they are 16 different was damllged or remove:! on 
crosses for each printing plate. some stereos. This ts quite pos-

Ah the plates did produce I slble but one strange thing oc­
stmllar stamps and only if()ups cured: although I have exam­
or stsmp3 from several plates lned over 200 palrs and blocks 
forming different issues can be of the Pllsudskl stamp, I was 
distinguished. not able to tJnd any pair con-
t. Two T7pes: t1ining both type I and II. Only 

By examining several thou- a study of full p::mes of 10 x 10 
sand of 50 groszy stamp3 I dis- stamp3 could reveal the exact 
covered the existence of two state of things. The rate or oc­
type3 which were - to the best currence of both types on the 
of my knowledge - not de- majority of the plates ls rougb-
scrtbed anywhere. ly 1: 1. 

The halr•llne frame at the cl Two Sizes: 
left - hand top corner on the The most prominent English 
print from the master-die ls un- collector of pre-war P o 11 a h 
Interrupted. The same occurs on strmps, Colonel R. N. W. Luk­
some stamps whlle on others ing, knew that the Pilsudskl 
this line is missing Just to the stamp e:dsted In two sizes. Ac­
left of the horizontal llnes with cording to Mrs. Kay Horowtcz, 
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... 

he mentioned it in a letter to a 
friend In 1938. I have acquired 
an exercise book which housed 
some of COlonel L<uking's Pll­
sudskl dupUcates with the fol­
Jowing note: 

"50 gr. Pilsudsld. Two Dies 
were used for this stamp. 
Die I, measuring 19½ x 25 
mm., previously used for the 
commemorative Issue of May 
3rd, 1928. Die II, ( cut 1n 
1929) measurtnr 20 x 24 mm. 
Pilsudskl's head ls sllghtly 
broader and rounder at the 
back." 
This observation ls ~rrect but 

Colonel Larltlng wrongly des­
c11bed the varieties as dies. In 
reauty they are two sizes pro­
duced by plates from the same 
master-die. 

Also, Mr. Myron E. Steayn­
.ski, the former President of our 
Society, was well aware of the 
e"'lstence of various sizes of the 
Pll8udsk1 staml). 

In hts collection (whose part 
I acqwud when tt was auc­
tioned by Olbbons 1n 1967) he 
made a very profound study of 
this problem. May I quote f?om 
the text tn his collection: 

"In order to put size varia­
tion on a scienttflc baa!!, I 
dev1sed a g I as s acreen, 
which, wlth tbe aid of a 
ma.gnHytng gJMS, gave de­
pendable measurements to 
1/10 mm. Then each st1mp 
ln the collection was meas­
ured and the quanttttes were 
tabulated according to their 
W l d th and height. The 
wldtm were found to vary 
from 19.0 to 20.0 mm. and 
the height from 24.6 to 25.6 
mm. The stamps definitely 
fell into two size groups; 
those narrower and higher 
... denoted as size I, agaJnst 

those wider and shorter ... 
denoted as size ll." 
For the convenience of collec­

tors using less sophisticated in­
struments I have rounded off 
the measurements to the near­
est i mm. Thus we have two 
st:es of the Pllsudslti stamp: 

narrow: 19.50 x 25.25 mm. 
( 19.4 x 25.4) - Size A 

wide: 20.00 x 24.75 mm. 
(19.8 x 24.8) - Size B 

With s o m e experience the 
narrower and taller Jtamps can 
be separated from the wider 
and shorter ones without u.stng 
a ruler. 

Against Colonel L'lrlclng•s the­
ory of two different dies being 
cut, Mr. Steczynskl offerP.d ano­
ther exp!anatlon when he wrote: 

" ... I presented the problem 
to W. Rachmanow in New 
York, who at the time of 
the printing was Director of 
the Postal Museum. AJs he 
explained, the putlcular 
press (Nadbemy) was some­
what primitive ... The pa­
per was wetted, the 1 n It 
spread on the p 1 a t e and 
wiped off to cling only with-
in the recessed cavltle.s; 
then the sheet was spread 
onto the plate, imprinted by 
pressure, removed from the 
plate and hanged up "lite 
macaroni" to dry. If the 
sheet wa.s hanged length­
wise, the stamps, espec1ally 
those near the top that sup­
ported the weight of all the 
rows of stamps below it, 
were elongated with some 
narrowing In width; 1t the 
sheet was hanged 81dewa71, 
the opposite occured.'' 
Unfortunately I cannot agree 

to Rachmanow's explanation of­
fered to Mr. Steczyn.st:1. How­
ever prtmltlve the "Nadherny'' 

Polonus Bulletin, October 1972 



press was, I doubt that it was 
possible to put the paper into 
it in a haphazard manner. The 
rheets ot pre-cut p"per were ob­
long ln size and there is always 
one most convenlent way of 
reeding the p:iper into a print­
ing press. Therefore we can u­
~ume th'lt during the printing 
of an issue the relative posltlon 
of the paper and the plate re­
m!Lined constant. 

On the other hand tt t., cor­
rect that a wet printing p,per 
has the tendency to ahrlnk tn 
one direction and to e,cpand tn 
the other when clrying. During 
it.a manufacture the printing 
paper ls being wound-up on a 
roll; tor the sheet printing this 
reel ls later unwound and the 
p-:iper cut into the required stze. 
For technical re"som the paper 
ithdnk<J in the dlfectton parallel 
to the reel axis and expands in 
a direction perpendicular to lt. 

During my study of the Pll­
sudski stamp I have found out 
th':lt the wider stamps (me B) 
are less common and can be al­
located to two issues only: the 
5th and the '1th. Size B occurs on 
stamps printed at the P.W .P.W. 
only and never on the Mo!clctt 
stamp produced on the same 
machine. and at the same plant. 

My explanation of the origin 
of sizes A and B Ls that they are 
the product of different fixing 
of the printing plates in the 
press; the wider and shorter 
sttmp, (me B) are from plates 
turned 90' ln relation to those 
giving norm.al - narrower and 
taller (size A) - stamps. 

I doubt also that the sheets 
were dned. hanging on lines 
''like macaronl" as tt was the 
fashion ln Gutenberg's tlme; a 
more probable method would be 
drying on horizontal sieves in a 
heated room. 
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The gradual variations in 
size duly recorded by Mr. Ste­
czynskt can be explained by the 
tact that the process of wetting 
and drying of the J)'lper did not 
occur under constant conditions 
t>nd that the composition of the 
paper also varied a little. 

A slmllar phenomenon - two 
si'le st:imps recess-printed from 
the .s:::me plate ls quite common: 
it ls known on Austrian high.­
value Kronen stamps from 1918 
(SCOtt 172-175) or on C2echo­
slovak Muaryt stamps f r o rn 
1925 (Scott 98-101). & the lat­
ter st<1mp~ have a protnlnent 
watermuk the change of the 
axis of the p"lper in relation to 
the stamp design ls quite strik­
ing. 
e. Prln tlnf Paper: 

According to Poll3h sources 
the Pllsudsld stamp was printed 
at the P.Z.O. on Austrian p1per 
only supplied by the Austrian 
National Bank (Lot 659) and a.t 
the P.W.P.W. on paper manu­
factured at the Mokotow Paper­
mm in Warsaw. I have found 
out that the Polish-made pa­
pers were used a !ready for the 
2nd issue. In my coUectlon I 
distinguish sl~ t.lnds of paper: 
p - Austrian, white, medium 

thick (70 g); 
q - Po1lsh, white, medium thick 
r - Polish, white and porous, 

medium thick; 
s - Polish, greyish, tnedlum 

thick; 
t - Poll.sh, granite, thlct; 
u - Poll.sh, yellowish with tine 

te~ture, medium. 
The difference between papen 

p and q ls small; the Austrian 
paper has a finer and smoother 
surface, the Poll.sh t., more rough 
and varies in color from white 
to yellowish. 

Paper r - the porous one -
can be dutlnl\lished by it.a 



greyt.sh tlnt and by the tact 
that the cancellation shows 
heavily on the reverse side. (COl. 
L<t.rklng described it as "paper 
of loose texture showing the ink 
through the back of the stamp.") 

Paper s ls quite distinct, it 
has a greyt.sh tint sometimes 
wtth greasy appearance. 

Paper t - the granite one -
cannot be m.Lstaken. 

During the preliminary work 
on the Pllsudsk1 stamp trJals 
were made from the master-die 
or the master-stereo (before the 
removal of the designer's name) . 
Prints in greyish-blue, olive­
green, sepia, ma-brown a n d 
steel-blue exist on small sheets 
of white paper. The last two I 
have seen at the Praga 1962 
Stamp Exhibition. 
r. Perforation: 

Paper u with yellowish tlnt The problem of perforation in 
and fine texture ls of a very this issue is a very complex one. 
gOOcl quality and wa.s used for In the early twenties the Polish 
one issue only - the 9th• postal authorities bought old 

The product of Mokotow Pa- line perforating machines from 
per-mill varies very much Ill the Austrian St a t e Printing 
qua 1 J t y. WJth precise instru- works ln Vienna. These had 
ments (micrometer-gauge, UV m"l ny gauge'> from 9 t-o 14½ pro­
Iamp, etc.) Jt would be possible ceeding by ; pert. with the ex­
to distinguish even more papers, ceptton of gauge 9½. For tne 
but I think that those six are Pllsudski stamp gauges 10 to 14 
quite enough. were used. Th.eoretlcally they 
t . Color: could produce 9 x 9 = 81 eom-

Th.e color used for the four bln1.tlons. Till now I have re­
lsssues printed at tbe P .Z.G. and corded shty three combinations. 
tor tbe first one at the P .WJ.'.W. Tab1e I . shows all the possible 
was dlfferent shades of blue- combinatJons and those includ­
slate. The remaining tour issues ed ln my collection. 
at the P.W.P.W. were printed in But the problem or the per­
vartous shades or rreen. The foration is even more compll­
exact description of colors Is cated. The tn3.chlnes perforat­
always a difficult task but with ing for many dec1des stamps of 
some experience It Is possible Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
to separate the dlfferent Issues and other countries produced lm­
malnly by color. perfect and uneven perforation. 
TABLB I. Pll.SUDSKI STAMP- PERFORATION COMBINATIONS 

11 10 1 10½- ll "°Tf! 12 12½ 13 13½ 14 
10 II x I x l_x_

1
_ x_

1
_ x __ x , . . 

- f<>+-11 x l_x_1_:x:_1_:x:_l_x_l_x_l __ l_X_I __ 
- 11 II ,--,-x-1 x _x_l_x_l_x_j x I x 

11½ I I j-x-1 x- __ x_l_x_l_x_l_x_l_x __ 
- r2-1 x 1 ,-x- x , :x: 1 x I x I x I x 

12½ I I I I x I x l_x_l_x_l_x_l_x __ 
13 ·1 I I I x I x l_x_l_x_l_x_[ x 

• n+ 11 :r I x I x I x I x I x I x I ,-x-
14 II x ' x x x x • x j I I x 

comb perforation 121 x l2f CTo be continued> 
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First Student at Alliance College - Now Dr. Steczynski 
Myron E. Steczynskl, a foun­

der member of Polonus in 1939 
and a frequent contributor to 
our Bulletin, 1s now Doctor Ste­
czynskl, having received a Doc­
tor of Science degree at Alliance 
College in Cambridge Springs, 
Penn. This College ts affillated 
with the Jaglellontan Unlven;tt;y 
in Cracow, Poland, where Nicho­
las Copernicus com9leted his 
early studies about the time that 
Columbus -discovered America. I 
Myron's father gave up the pre­
sidency of the Polish National 
Alliance to go to Cambridge 
Springs as the general manager 
and later as Its president to give 
the newly-founded school Its 
start and momentum. 

Myron came with his father 
and by h1s early arrival, became 
the first student of the Colle2:e 
in 1012. Mte~ his studies here, 
Myron went on to Cornell Uni­
versity where he graduated as a 
mechanical engineer and Jatflr 
won an advanced degree. Alter 
graduation, Myron followed his 
engineering nract1ce and be­
came the bolder of 14: re~tered 
patents. 

He has been an active leader 
In numerous fraternal, cultural 
and civic organ1zat1onB. On its 
60th anniversary, Myron's alma 
mater saluted him for hts manv 
achievements and for his ser"­
vlces t.o bis fellow Americans. 

Myron was Interested in phi­
lately since 1909, he wrote arti­
cles on the subject and won nu­
merous awards for his stamp 
exhlbit4 here and abroad. Polo­
nus made him lts h o n o r a r y 
member. Myron is now retired 
and lives with his wtfe 1n Buf­
falo Grove, Dllnois. 

Polonus congratulates Myron 

Polonys Bu:letin. Octob.r 1972 

on his doctorate and wtahes b1m 
many years of health and hap­
piness. 

KUCHARZ POLISH MATERIAL 
ON THE BLOCK 

On Friday, November 3rd the 
Polish collection of Stanley Ku­
charz was auctioned by Rasdale 
Stamp Co. of Chicago in the 
Palmer House. Many Polonus 
members were 1n attendance: 
W. Poniecki, s. Styczyns~, z. 
Wagrowskl, T. J . Gobby, R. Bur­
klewicz, C. Cwiakala and H. Ble­
nleckJ to mention a few. Bid­
ding became especially spirited 
after the mid-point break as 
this ts when the Pollsh material 
hit the block. 

The Ten Liberated Cities col­
lection brought $1,500.50. 

A Poland # 1 w / # 1 cancel on 
cover went for $62.50, 2 covers 
with Scott 77-78 went for $30.00 
and $34.00, 3 pre-1939 stamp 
booklets for $28.00, a blk. of Sc. 
34Sa for S180.00, a set of im­
perf. blks. C-13-18 for $80.00, a 
collection of W .W . II Fleldpost 
covers for $425.00. The 177 lots 
in the auction brought some 
surprising prices, and ln general 
were lndlcatlve of a strong in­
terest and firm prices for good 
Polish material. 

The sad note was that a col­
lection formed over many years 
came to a quick end under the 
auctioneers hammer. 

NOTICE TO MEMBERS IN 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The treasurer asks that Polo­
nus members In foreign coun­
tries piy their dues wtth inter­
n:itlon~l money orders. 

LET'S GET TOGETHER FOR 
A SUCCESSFUL POLPEX 731 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS l 
Frlda71, November 24th, 1972: 

Program Meeting. Roman J. 
Burkfewtcz will talk on "Trend, 
in Poltsh Philately." We might 
get a sneak preview o! Scott's 
'73 Catalog price changes. 

Entree at 7 p.m. !or dealing 
and trattlng. Meeting at 8 p.m. 
at 6965 W. Belmont Ave. Coffee 
and pqczld will be served. 
Friday, December 8th, 1972: 

Stamps For Wounded Night. 
Bring 1n your dupllcates, :sup­
plies, albums, books, etc. Cash 
donations also accepted. 

Dr. James J. Matejka will talk 
on how to mount your collection 
tor exhibition. Il you have a 
problem, bring along your pages. 

Art Marquart wlll show us a 
Brltlsb color sound fllm "From 
Ptcture To Poat." Beeba follows. 

Meeting starts 7:30 p.m. sharp. 

PREPARE FOR POLPEX 73 

POLOMUS PHILATELIC SOCIEY 
Thomas J. Gobby, Secretary 

5713 Warwick, Chicago, Ill. 6063-' 
Al Rvborski, Treowrer 

P. 0 . Box 82. River Grove, Ill. 60171 
Chester A. Schafer, Editor 

86.( N. Ashland, Chicogo, Ill. 60622 
Lester Jankowski, Publications Chrm. 
7303 Kildare, Lincolnwood, Ill. 606-46 

rhe Polonus Philatelic Society 1s non­
pofilicol. Views e,.p,~sed by authors 
of articles appearing herein do not 
neeessorily express the views of tN 
Polonus Ph1late!1c Society. 

- A"""' Dues ere $4.00 -
~~ 

NEWMEIIBEB 
Joseph A. MaleJka, M.D. 

333 E9St 30th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

CHANGE OF ADDRE 
Membera who ch1nge their ad­

dress are reque:.ted to notlly us 
promptly. M1U us the notice 
with your new artdress to: Po­
lonus Bulletin, 4704 N. OVel'hlll 
Ave., Norridge, DI. 60656. 

POLOMUS ON WGN RADIO. PGlo.,u prni4et,t, Ch•n•r SthoJ.., (r!,ht), b•I ... ia.. 
teniaw-4 '"' th WGH Co.it1i1t■11itJ Affairs pro,,11111 "Mail Calf' hosted lty Mr. 
Ho11ry M~ (u111-e1l, Chica10 DMsi1111 MH1111et of tu U.S. Post1I S.nlkt. 1'q 
Pf'OIJ'II• wu Rped to N •lrN h NoY.-Nr 19 et 9 :20 p,m. Sittin1 el tti, left Is 
Het"Y t~il9, c;pecialist end 011ttiority oa African netion ltoMp iw, ... 
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