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POLPEX 73 JUST A FEW WEEKS AWAY! 
In the 34 year history of the 

Polonus Philatelic Society, no 
event was ever as great as the 
coming POLPEX 73 on March 
23-25 at the La Salle Hotel In 
Chicago. The largest exhibition 
ever - 288 frames - of Space, 
tol)ical, .. pecial Copernicus, gen­
eral Poland, U.S. and foreign 
material will be shown, with en­
tries from collectors in Poland, 
Canada, England, France, Cze­
choslovakia, Switzerland, Austra­
lia, and the U.S. - truly an in­
ternational show. 
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A coln and medal exhlblt ex­
hibit will be presented by the 
Pollsh American Numlsmatlc As­
sociation. A forty dealer bourse, 
U.N. and U.S. post offices will 
operate on the premises using 
special cancellations. 

Among the deglers will be Po­
lonus members W. Kollakowsk1 
from Great Neck, New York, Jan 
Banlewicz from Brooklyn, N.Y., 
Joseph Bienlecki from Granite 
City, Ill. and local boys Roman 
Burklewlcz, Roman Strzelecki, 
Jan Kubicki and Gus Kokocin­
aki. 

A unique design appears on 
the special Copernicus medal­
llon struck tn Poland for the 
occasion. A gllded lnedaWon will 
be presented to Polpex Patrons 
who contribute $50.00 toward 
the exhlbitton expenaes. 

The pesentation of medals, re­
gular and special awards will 
take place on Saturday evening, 
March 24th, at the Beeba-Ban­
quet in the Century Room of the 
La Salle Hotel. Dr. James J. Ma­
tejka wlli act as master of cere­
mo:tnes. Cocktails at 7 p.m. Buf­
fe-t sened at 8 p.m. Live music 
durlng ·tl).e reception. Tickets are 
priced at $6.50 J)er _person. 

For Beeba-Banquet rese"a­
tions olease contact the Ela>.ibl­
tion Secretary, Roman H. Strze­
lecki, 1439 N. Bell Ave., Chicago, 
m. 60622, phone BR 8-7876. 

The official Polpex opening ce­
remony will take place on Fri­
day at 12 noon with prominent 
personalities participating, 

The Space Unit of the Ameri­
can Topical Association will hold 
a meeting Sunday during the 
exhibition. 

With this issue of the BuUetCn 
we enclose a souvenir POLPEX 
73 multicolor label. Additional 
labels are available at 30c per 

(Continued on Page 308-8) 
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U.~ COPERNICUS STAMP ON APRIL 23rd 
T,he offlclal.'U .8 . Postal Service 

Philatelic Release No. 8 dated 
February 3, 1973 states: 

An ·a-cent postage stamp 
honortng Nicolaus Copernicus 
(1473-1543), an astronomer who 
viewed the universe throuvh 
modern eves, wm be wued Apri! 
21 in Wcuhtngton, IY.C., the u.s. 
·Postal Sertri.ce announced todai,. 

The U.S. 1oins a number of 
nattons who are pa~ng postal 
trfbute to this esteemed astro­
nomer on the 500th. anniversaTlf 
of his btrth. 

Born Mtkola1 Kopernik Feb­
ruaTlf 19, 1473, in Torun, Poland, 
he earl11 lattnizect his name to 
Nicolaus Coperntcua. 

In 1543, his book "On the Re-
' 1'0luttons of Heaventl11 Bodie!'' 
challenged a theofll that had 
been held dnce the second cen­
turv, wlUn Ptolemv of Alexan-
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dria deduced that the earth was 
the central position in the uni­
verse, around which the sun, 
moon and planets revolved. Co­
pernicus gave the sun the cen­
tral posttton, a theOTlf later ac­
cepted b11 Kepler and Galileo. 

His theoTlf prevailed into the 
Z0lh CentuTlf, when a minor as­
pect of it appears to have been 
disproved bV Einstein's theofll 
of relattvttv. 

The vertfcctl ,tamp, based on 
an 18th centufll engraving, was 
destgned bV Alvin Eisenman, of 
Bethan11, Connecticut. It ioa, 
modelled bV Howard C. MUdner 
and engraved bi, Albert Saaved­
ra (lettering) and Arthur W. 
Dintaman (vignette) of the Bu­
reau of Engraving and Printing. 

The portrait and the tnscnp­
tton " Coperntcu.s 1473-1973" at 
the top and " 8¢ US," lower left, 
will be printed tn vellow bV off­
set. 

The ftr,t dav ceremonies in 
Washington wm be sponsored 
faintly bV the Smithsonian In­
stitution and the National Aca­
demy of Sciences. The ceremo­
nies wtll take place in the Natto­
nol Museum of HistoTlf and 
Technolow. 

First day cancellation reque1ts 
may be made to " Copernicu, 
Stamp. Postmaster, Washington, 
DC 20013," enclosing proper re­
mittance and with request dated 
no later than April 23. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Frtda1 March 9, 19'73 -

Last meeting before Polpn at 
6965 W. Belmont Ave. - 8 p.m. 

On the next four pages we continue 
with another installment of V. Moxo's 
article on the Pilsudskl-Mokicki Issues. 
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though the correct sequence I were printed from it on Polish­
should have been 2 I; the fourth made paper z. These stamps 
is corre~tly marked 4 I. Oddly I were then perforated 11½ only 
enough those two numbers come and the perforating was most 
again from the rlght-hand ver- most pro b ab 1 y done by the 
tlcal pair of the panes. I P.W .P.W. machines. 

The damaged plate I was soon This printing on paper z must 
repla-::ed by plate II to enable have been small and it ts very 
printing of the required num- dif!lcuJt to find copies used in 
ber of stamp.s. 1930 - I have only one dated 
3rd Issue: May 7, 1930 -;::- the ma-jorlty of 

This 1s also a complicated is- them bears postmarks from J a­
sue. According to Polish sources nuary to May, 1931. 
5,298,000 stamps were prlnted The platz nu'llber 3 I ts re­
from plate III on paoers w and prott.uced in the Polish hand­
z. Obviously, if English - made book but no information ts 
paper was used, stamps from given as to the kind of paper 
this issue must exist both on used. 
papers v and w; those on paper As stated before, it ls not pos­
w forming the majority (about sible to clarlfy stamps printed 
90%) and those on paper v a on papers v and w to a single 
small part only (about 10%). Issue 1, 2 or 3. Only the first is-

The order to the printers was sue can be separated with the 
sent on April 11, 193'.>. The plate aid of d1tes on postmarks (all 
m was, indeed, l a i d at the stamps prior to say December 
P.Z.O. and the printing and 15, 1928, must belong to the 1st 
perforating of the stamps must issue.) 
have been executetd there too, 
certainly that part of this issue 
printed on Engllsh-mad.e p:1per. 

I pre:;ume that after reaching 
5 milllon stamps the stock of the 
English-made p a p e r wa., ex­
h<tusted. Late 1929 and early 
1930 being the period of trans­
fer of the s t a m p production 
from the P .Z.0 . to the P .W.P.W. 
the plate III was ,probably sent 
to the P.W .P.W. There it was re­
paired and cleaned and another 
about 300,000 Mo&cickl stamps 
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All these Mojcickl stam'Os can 
be found in black, grey-black, 
blue - black and brown - black; 
the first shade being the most 
common, the last the scarcest. 
4th Issue : 

Plate IV was used for this is­
sue and the whole set of plate 
numbers ls shown in fig. 19. 
The printing was ordered on 
May 16, 1931 an d 4,913,200 
stamps were printed on Polish­
made paper z and perforated 
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Fig. 19 

11½ only. All the tour shades or 
black are known. 

stam, s from this issue were 
used for the DOPLATA over­
prints. Plate IV was, or course, pre­

pared at the P .Z.O. but the ac­
tual printing and perforating of 
the stamps was obviously execu­
ted at the P.W .P.W. 

.Again it ls not possible to 
separate stamps printed on pa­
per z from the 3rd an d 4th is­
sues. Only used stamps dated 
between April, 193Q, and May, 
1931 must be positively from the 
3rd issue. 

It Is preclselY the stamps 
from this issue that were stolen. 
The mint Motcickl stamp on 
paper z ls quite scarce nowa­
days. 
J. Issues 5 and 6: 

(Printer& P.W.P.W.) 
In 1931 plates A and B were 

prepared at the P.W .P.W. for 
further printing of the Motcickl 
stamp on Poltsh-made paper z. 

A print from plate A wa.5 
made but because of the stamp 
robbery, never came into normal 
use. It ts not known how many 
stamps were printed. I doubt 
that it was a large number, cer­
tainly not five or ten milllon as 
was the norm for the P.W .P.W. 
manufactured plates. The print­
ing was certainly stopped when 
the stamp theft occured and 
perhaps only a r e w hundred 
sheets were printed. My plate 
number 3 A (fig. 20) shows that 
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Plate B never served for the 
printing or 1 zloty black stamps. 
It was kept in store tlli 1936 
when the 1 zloty blue was 
printed from it . 
k. Defects and Errors: 

In my collection I have a Mo§­
clckl stamy printed on paper w 
with a small paper fold. Another 
stamp (also on paper w) show;, 
a bl::1.ek short halr-llne (In rea­
lity a prin t from a scratch) tn 
the margin of the stamp. 
I. Postmuks and Perfins: 

B l a c k postmarks were, of 
course, normal, but some post­
offices used also brown, blue 
and magenta c o l or for their 

.. . •. 1 .. . . .. .• ..•. • , . .. . . ... . ..•. . . 
Fit . 20 
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postmarks. They are not very 
numerous. 

As on the PUsudski stamp, 
perfins also exis't on the Mo~­
cick1 1 zloty black. Mr. Sekowskl 
lists eight different fl..-ms but, 
indeed, more can be still dis­
covered. (Perflns marked x are 
included in my collection) . 
X B.A.L. -United Baltic Cor­

poration, Warsaw; 
B.P. - Kslegarnia Polska. 

(The Polish Book­
shop) Bernard Polo­
nleckt, Lw6w; 

x HFS - Henryka Fra.nka Sy­
nowle - Skawlna 
(holes 1,1 m '!ll.); 

x HF'S - ditto (holes 0,7 mm.) 
M -? from Poznan 
OL -? from War::aw 

x VOCjD-Vacuum on Com­
pany, Dzledzlce; 

x S Z -Schnelder & Zimmer 
Mill Lesz:io Wlelk J­
polskle. 

The Polish post reirulated t"l • 
issue of perflns insisting that 
the holes of the monograms 
must measure not more th'1n 1 
mm. acro~.s. The firm of Messn 
H. Frank's Sons did vlohte thlc; 
regulation and therefore had t, 
replace their old perftn (1 1 
mm.) wtth a new one (0.7 m-n.) 
IV. MOSCICKI 1 Zl,OTY BLUE 

The 1 zloty blue stamp was ls­
sued on May ?9, 193'3 to m"'"lc 
the 10th Anniversary of the 
taking up of the Prestdentlfll 
Office by Ignacy Mo~clckl. It 
was withdrawn from uze on No­
vember 15, 1937. From plate n 
only 33:>,000 st9.mp.s were printed 
1n ultramarine blue on Polish­
made white p·aper, all perforat­
ed comb. 12½ x 12t. The size of 
the st-a mp 1s A, I.e. 19.50 x 25.25 
mm. With tnts kind of p'.lper, 
the same shrinking effect oc­
cured as on the Pllsudskl stamn. 
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In my collection I have plate 
number 2 B; the Polish hand­
b o o k shows a photograph of 
plate number 3 B which bears 
an odd numeral 2 in a horizon­
tal position (fig. 21) . The rea­
son for the introduction of this 
extra plate number ls unknown 
to me. 

Fig. 21 

The Moscicki blue was tho­
roughly described in the U.S. 
magazine STAMPS of March 3, 
1956 (p. 306) by Myron E. Ste­
czyruk1. He rightly points out 
that the commemorating date 
under the stamp - 1926 - 3. VI. 
- 1936 - Is in reality an over­
prin·t although it ts not placed 
on the stamp but below it (I 
would call it an tmprint) and 1~ 
was applied by a different tech­
nlaue. While the st3mps were 
recess-printed, the imprint was 
applied by letter-press (typo­
graphy) . It was certainly done 
in single panes of 10 x 10 
stamps. 

Because the imprint was ap­
plled in a second operation on 
already printed panes the rela­
tive position of the dates to the 
stamp design varies. Thus we 
find the date close to the bot­
tom frame or further down. and 
shifted either to the right or 
left from the vertical ax.ls of 
the stamn design (pas s 1 n g 
through the O 1n ZlJOTY). But 
these varieties are not constant, 
they differ from sheet to sheet 
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according to the register of the ls examined from the back. 
imprint. I h a v e s e e n no defective 

The fact that the bottom ins- prints. One zloty blue was never 
crtptlon was printed by typo- forged. 
graphy ls revealed by the em- To conclude the description of 
bossing of the letters which rise the Mo§clckl stamp I put all the 
from the paper when the stamp major information in table IV. 

TABLE IV 
Mo§cickt Stamp - Summa111 of Dates 

lswo Printer Color Piote ,.,.,. Perf. Pri11ti119 Eorlb1t Lett Doto Quanfflin 

I 

2 

3 

.. 
5 

6 

Hos. Varieties Ordeted Dote Of Uso 111 'OOOs 

PZG block indexes V W 11 - I -4 12-2-27 5.060 
onlv 

pz,; block I, II V W 11 - 1-4 12-18-28 5.000 

PZG block 111 V "f 11- 1-4 -4-1 1-30 5.298 
PWPW z 

PWPW block IV z 11 ½ 

PWPW block I\ % II ½ 

PWPW- blue R white 11½ 

IV. DOPl:.ATA OVEBPRJNT 
Closely related to the pre­

vious issue of the Mo§cicki 
stamp ls the DOPLATA or Prot­
a.ge due overprint. 

In June, 1930 the Polish post-11 
authorities issued a 5 groszy 
postgge-due stamp (Scott J83) 
which was obviously the first 
stamp of a new set. But this 
project was abandoned and for 
economy reasons new postage­
due stamps were . obtained by 
overprinting the w i th draw n 
Mo~cicki stamp. 

Wb::i.t klnd of stamp was over­
printed? Mainly the Moocickl 1 
zloty on paper z but also a very 
small quantity of those on pa­
pers v and w. We can presume 

1 
that in the summer of 1931 all 
the stamps from the 1st and 2nd 
issues and practlcally also those 
from the 3rd one on papers v, 
w and z were sold out every­
where with the exception of the 
village post-offices where the I 
d e m and for the high-value 
stamps was small. The built of 
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5-7-30 

5.16-31 7-29-31 -4 ,915 

31 ? 

6.3.36 330 

the w i t h d r a w n stamps was 
printed on paper z from the 4th 
issue and the stamps held at the 
O.P.O. stores as reserve. 

The D O PL A T A provisionals 
were ordered on four dates and 
three different values were over­
printed as shown in table V. 

TABLE V. 
Doplata Overprint 
Summa111 of Dates 

Dote • Value ITypel Poper I Quantity 
I I I I '" •ooo, 

9-12-3-4 • 25 gr I I v w z 950 
1-16-36 20 grl z 880 
1-1 6-36 25 gr : II z 9!,0 
5-27-36 10 qr • • V W Z 97] 

3-10-36 • IO gr I z A 1 A 'i 
Totot Overprinted -4,575,000 

When taking the inventory of 
the overprints we can neglect 
the stamps on paper v and w as 
not more than a few hundred 
sheets of 100 stamps each were 
overprinted. We can also pre­
sume that all the 298,000 Mo§­
clckl stamps printed on paPer z 

CTo be continued) 
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PUBLIC AUCTION 
MARCH 23-24 1973 In Conjunction With POLPEX 73 

ot the Lincoln & Douglas Room• of the 
LA SALLE HOTEL - 18th Floor 

Over 1400 quality lots from various owners to be sold 
at our unreserved Auction No. 27. Included ore: 

POLAND: An extenSively specialized collection inclucfn; a 1794 loakaote, 1771 
& 1831 Mc,rnpopers, #1 (24 Ion includh•t • Pol, on CVR), classicol Enon, a 
large variety of Proofs and Essays, WorMw Uprili•t xovt M•:I, 1960 Stofflp 
C.1ttcnory ~heetlets, strong showing of Padol Hl! tory, Po!id. A""y 111 Russia, 
WWI-WWII Militory Mo.I, Pritoner of Wo, Moil, Polish Novy in Great lrltoln; 
also includes on auxiliary collection of tflreo ntromoly ,care• MEMEL cown; 
plus mony, many more! 

UNITED ST.A.TIS: 178 lots indudirv.i tt,e 1147', off ond on cover, stronq showings 
of o'h.,- 1 ~th Co•tury iaues, the Sc U•col• lfflpe,f and 2c Uacola blue paper, 
Cell, . .A.Ir Moil,, a meet of the 80c Hawaii, stron; selection of Rav ... u• includ­
in; P.790, R135b, UIS, R694; Freaks, Cut Squares and many, many fflOfe! 

BRITISH EMPIRE: 200 lots includin; 19-20th c.ntury Gl'ftlt lrltol11, Afttigua, .A.u­
trollo, British CoribbMn .A.,-. w:th l'oha111aa #17 111111,~ very fi••• C-,,lo,i TOP 
value KGV Spocifflettt, Ghoeo, Iraq, lrelond, Jord1111, Conocb & Newf-11dlo11d, 
Mo!to #1, lrili,it Pacific, Mew Zc,oland and many more! 

GEMEPAL fOltEIGM: Hundreds of lots includ'no Austrio, lt'qluffl, lid9orlo, Com­
lloclie, C.1110, C&Oehoslovoldo, 0.11:1111, Eth:oi,lcr, Fl11lo11d soe;lallud, Fr11n~e, 
Groe<o, h•:y, Jopen with oorly luuu u11used, llbo,:o. Lu1to.,,fr11rg, M.1tl'o !48 
lots) Russi:J with #1 unu:ecl and o 11-.d Pair, Mo. 2-7 uKd, S1>0ht, Swlhot1olld, 
w .. e,. Ukreh,e Govemment in Exile, U.P.U.'1, Ma!orio, Rcfutoo Yee, and 
many more! 

GERMANY: Including lealoa PMt rssues, lovorio, lrun:wlck #l 1on11rnoly IROd, 
and many, many more! 

U.$. & WOSiLDWIDl POSTAL HISTORY: Include~ the 1U7'1 011 CVR, CMI War 
material, G<rnton Army in lul1orio, G«fflony & Colo:iln, Greet lri•oJ11 . 1--1, 
C-ulltrotion C.111p M.11. Je;,o11, Mo1tlco, South Runia, Fl'Oftch Mo•tlot• Syria, 
o l.otvio Slontplon (11261, .A.u.str:e or-d many, many more! 

AtROPHILATELIC POSTAL HISTORY: 125 lots inc'udina US. (with 8 lot~ of 
:leppe1i11 Conrs with tho Zeppelin l!sues), Cotopult Moils (U.S .. Austria . Ger­
many, Nethl!rfonds), Zoppell11 CoTon (Brazil, Germany, Iceland, lta'v, Paroouoy, 
Russia, Romonlo), Ro~ket Moil (Fronce. Germory), Wor!cfwido Fl.-.t Fllthb, 
lollco11 Moil, 0...nMrk 1919 .A.o1t11u nntl•officiol odhnive, and rrany more! 

Not on our mailino list? . . . Fully Illustrated Catalogue, 50¢ unuse-i 
postage for First Closs moiling. 
Catalogues will be distributed, gratis, at the Auction Galleries and 
at our booth at Polpex 73. 

ht Se11ion 7 p.m. Friday, Morch 23 • 2nd Session 4 p.m. March 2A 

GREAT LAKES STAMP AUCTIONS 
ROMAN J. IURKIEWICZ, PROP. 

2883 Milwaukee An. • Chicaqo, Ill. 60618 • Tel. (312) 484-4725 
Member: ASDA, APS, BCPSG, SPA, POLONUS 

Polonus Bu:letin. Febrvory 1973 308-7 



sheet or 4 for $1.00. Colorful Ca­
cheted envelopes with the Coper­
nicus theme have also been print­
ed, 3 different for 25c. All pro­
ceeds for Polpex expenses. Write 
to C. MUruck1, 4704 N. OVerhlll 
Ave., Norridge, ru. 60656. 

Arrangements have been made 
for those persons desiring over­
night accomodattons at the L9. 
Salle Hotel during POLPEX 'i3 
March 23, 24 and 25. Special rate 
for a -single room will be $20.00 
per night (the regular rate for 
a single room is $26.00 to $32.00) 
and a twin deluxe room ls $26.00 
per night (the regular rate for· 
twins runs from $32.00 to $34.00). 

Reservations should be made 
through 

Mrs. Wanda Szebel 
Bank-On-Travel, Inc. 
1223 Oakton St. - Bank Bldg. 
Des Plaines, Ill. 60018 
Phone (312) 298-1757 

whose office wag instrumental 
tn obtaining group rates at the 
La Salle Hotel. 

Sightseeing arrangements for 
out-o!-towners can also be made 
through Bank-On-Travel, Inc. 

If reservations are desired 
kindly forward one night's de­
PoStt with yout request. 

POLK.APEX 73 
The Polish Philatelic Society 

of Buffalo, N.Y. will hold Its 
annual show March 3-4 at the 
Polish Kadets Hall, 927 Grant 
Street 1n Bulfalo. On display 
will be general Pobnd, topical, 
specialized (history, air mall) 
and Polonica. A U.S. post office 
will be open using a special can­
cellation. Cacheted covers and 
souvenir sheets are available. 
Their tµeme honors Nicolaus 
Copernicus. Hours of the show 
are Saturday from 10 A.M. to 
10 P .M. and Sunday from 10 A.M. 
to 6 P .M. Admission ls free. 
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIEY 
Thomos J. Gobby, Secretory 

5713 Warwick, Chicago, Ill. 6063.t 
Al Rvborski, Treasurer 

P. 0. Box 82, River Grove, Ill. 60171 
Chester A. Schafer, Editor 

864 N. Ashland, Chicago, Ill. 60622 
Lester Jankowski, Publications Chrm. 
7303 Kildare, Lincolnwood, Ill. 606.t6 

l'he Polonus Philatelic Society 1s non­
political. Views expressed by outhor1 
of articles appearing here,n do not ! 
necessarily express the views of •the 
Polonus Philatelic Society: 

\ - A1111val Dun ara $4.00 -
~ ~- ,,_. I#-~ 

HUNGARY TO ISSUE 
COPERNICUS STAMP 

(Reprinted from Linn's Stomp News) 
Hungary will honor Coperni­

cus this month by issuing a. 3-
forint stamp with tab. The hb 
featttreS the pla.nets and other 
astronomical stgns as we11 as a 
picture of Torun, ·his birthplace. 
It will be Intaglio print-A:d. Qu1,n. 
titles will be : 805,000 perforated 
and 9,000 1mperforated. 

(Cut courtesy Linn's Stomp News) 

UKRAINIAN JOURNAL 
The Society of Ukrainian Phl -

latelfsts, Inc., 1555 Regent St., 
Schenectady, N.Y. 12309, pub­
lished a 32 page (8½ x 11) Jour­
nal. Free copy sent on request 
to interested collectors. Key ar­
ticles are printed in English also. 
The Society has a membership 
·01 Qver 200 collectors. Officers are 
Dr. Geo. Slusarctut, pres.; L. s. 
Onyshkevych, vice-pres.; and 0. 
I . Pawllczko, .secy-treas. 
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