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A VISIT TO “POLSKA 73”

By ALFRED SZEBEL

We left Chicago on August 9, The opening of POLSKA T3
arriving in Warsaw on a Polish | was impressive with orchestras,
Lot flight the next day before | dignitaries and splendor of the
noon. After custom formalities, | old world. From fhe beginning,
we were on our own in Poland., | the Copernicus Pavillion, com-
This visit was my first since I | monly called “The American”,
left Poland 28 years ago. After | because it had the official U.S.
a few days in beautiful Warsaw, | Moon Lefter exhibit and the U.S.
we went our ways, meeting | Postal Service exhibit with Mr. W.
again in Poznan for the opening | Zachariasiewicz in charge. This
of the POLSKA T3 International | Pavillion was the center of in-
Exhibition. | terest during the duration of

Photo taken ot reception given by the U.S. Consulate in Poxnan. (Left to right:)
W. Poniecki, U.S. Consulate official (name wunknown), W. Zocheriesiewicz—in
charge of U.S. Pavillion, Alfred Szebel, and Z. Obropalski—VYice Chairman of
POLSKA 73.
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Entrance to POLSKA 73 with flogs of

POLSKA 73 and gave U.S.A. the
utmost publicity thru the dis-
tribution to the visitors of the
official U.S. Postal Service Co-
pernicus Souvenir sheets free of
charge,

POLSKA 73 was a giant exhi-
bition, second in the world only
to Praha 68. A total of 6,300
frames or over 100,000 album
pages were exhibited in several
Poznan Fair Pavillions. To view
all the exhibits would take at
least two weeks, so the visitor
of a few days had to be selective
in what he viewed,

The Polish Post Office opera-
ted many stations in various pa-
villions, Over 12 different com-
memorative cancellations were
in use, and special stationery,
stamps and souvenir sheets were
on sale.

The POLSK A 73 organizing
committee with Jan Witkowski,
did a fantastic job. The Inter-
‘national jury and foreign guests
were entertained with theatre

presentations, receptions, trips, |

nations participating in the exhibition.

ete. during the POLSKA 73 ex-
hibit. Many seminars, meetings
and discussions of prominent
philatelists from all over the
world took place.

During my two visits to the
POLSKA 173 exhibition, I met
about 20 Polonus members,
mostly from the U.S.A., Canada.
Italy, England, Germany and
Poland. There were: J. P. Rux,
Frank Wolosewick, Jozef Migala,
W. Poniecki and N. Zbyszewski
of Chicago; J. Haniewicz and J.
Kucharski of New York; J. Po-
dejko #nd Dr. M. A. Kamienski
of Candada, M. Fus7ara and T.
Skotnicki of Buffalo; Dr. Nino
Barberis of Italy; M. Bojano-
wicz of England; R. Ritter from
Germany and Dr. M. Lipinski
and T. Gryzewski of Poland.

On August 28th, just before
lectures of Polonus members,
Dr. Kamienski of Canada and

| M. Bojanowicz of England, Al-
fred Szebel, as official represen-

| tative of Polonus, presented a

(Continued on page 315-7)
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the perforation process and are
replaced by one or two other
machines with different gauges.
In the case of one machine be-
ing withdrawn it can be observed
often, but the withdrawal of two
machines is very rare.

In the first case we will achieve
measurements like these: 12} x
12} x 104 x 124; and in the second
case: 134 x 12} x 104 x 9. But
measurements: 12 x 134 x 124 x
134 are misleading and should
not be considered as a mixed
perforation due to the fact that
perf. 12 and 12} are irregular
and are made by the same per-
forator. The mixed perf. is
scarce.

(2) COMB and HARROW
PERFORATIONS and
STANDARDIZATION

Comb Perforation

Two new comb perforating
machines, with the same gauge
— 113 x 11% (115 x 11.7), were
used on Large Eagles since Ja-
nuary, 1923. They did not belong
to the sets transferred from
Vienna. These machines were
perforated: 100 mks. on thick
wove paper, 200 mks. on thin
and thick wove paper, 300, 500,
1000 and 2000 mks. on thin wove
paper.
Harrow Perforation

The harrow regular and ro-
tary perforating machine was
used the first time in 1922.
Gauge 123 x 124 (1268 x 12.5).
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It was imported from abroad |
and joined to the rotary print-
ing machine, creating one pro-
cess, instead two. But the perfo-
rating process involved tech-
nical difficulties. To avoid com-
plicating the efficiency of the
machine, pelure paper was used
during the production. Due to
the financial situation of the
country, the quantity of pelure
paper, imported from abroad,
was restricted. The Polish Print-
ing Works attempted to carry
out the contract by using paper
manufactured in Poland. This
proved to be a failure as we can
verify from the harrow perfora-
tion used on the 200 mks. with
thick wove paper. To identify
them with certainty is difficult

and we have only seen a few of
these and therefore consider
them as rare. The sizes of the
200 mks. are 31 mm. x 26 mm,
The denominations of 300, 400,
500 and 2000 mks, are 30 mm. x
25 mm. This would be possible
if the machine had removable
pins.

The sizes of the sheets of 100
stamps of the last 4 denomina-
tions are (from center to center
of perforation) — 300 mm. ho-
rizontally by 255 mm. vertically.
A sheet is divided by narrow
spaced gutter (average width -
2.5 mm.) into two 50 stamps
sheets with 5.5 mm. gutters ho-
rizontally and 4 mm. gutters
vertically.
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Standardization

harrow perforations created a
necessity for the standardiza-
tion of image sizes. The original
image size was 285 mm. x 23.3
mm. with the gutters 2.5 mm.
and 3.5 mm. all round. By first
employing two comb machines,
the image was cut off by 1 mm.
(vertically and horizontally), by
squeezing the background, then
the gutters extended up to 3.5
mm. and 45 mm. Two denomi-
nations were affected: the 100
and 200 mks. During this phase
the Polish Printing Works made
experimental trials with harrow
rotary perforation on thick wove
paper.

The second phase of standar-
dization brought a further cut-
ting of the image to 26 mm. x
20.5 mm. thus increasing the
gutters size to 6 mm. all round
except those stamps perforated
by the rotary process. The sec-
ond phase involved the 300, 500,
1000 and 2000 mks. value.

The increase in the gutter size
was caused by the reaction of
the humidity on the paper. The
wet printing had small influ-
ence. The main problem was
created by changeable degree of
humidity outside and inside of
the building where the actual
production was in process. Hen-
ry Archer had a similar prob-
lem in England during his ex-
periments with his first perfora-
ting machine in 1850. Of course
all depended on the quality of
the paper used. This was the
fundamental reason why pelure
paper had been adopted during
the harrow perforation. Pelure
paper had a greater degree of
resistance against humidity.

These comb and harrow per-
forations introduced at the be-
ginning of 1923 must be regard-

i ed as the first step towards nor-
The introduction of comb and |

malization of the perforation
process. The line perforators
were relegated to one side, but
still were not excluded entirely.
Line perforators were used on
all denominations of the 1923
February issue (except for the
400 mks.). We think, this stan-
dartization was in the main due
to the fact that Poland, at this
time, could not produce a better
quality paper.

(3) RARITY and SCARCITY

The problem of the degree of
rarity of the stamps we are deal-
ing with is, due to the lack of
proper documents, very difficult
to grasp. This must be set
against the background of quan-
tity issued which means that if
we are talking about rarity of
perforation, we must bear in
mind the proportion between
the specimens and the total sum
of the stamps perforated. An ap-
proximate calculation is that
500 million stamps of 9 denomi-
nations of Large Eagles were
issued.

We present two lists which are
arranged according to degree of
rarity or scarcity. We have based
them on our investigations and
the investigation of other phi-
latelists and on our judgement
of the possibility of rarity or
scarcity in each case. Of course,
we understand, that on this kind
of basis it could be controver-
sial, but it is easy to change the
order of the lists, if any one
could present a different or
otherwise sound evidence for
changing the order as we have
enunciated.

We mention only the speci-
mens which we have seen.
Rarity
1) Line perforation. All used
stamps partly imperforated or
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double perforated. Bearing in
mind, that during fhe process
epproximately 20 sheets were
perforated at a time. Any mis-
teke therefore would only affect
these 20 sheets of stamps, this
reflected on the total number
of stamps perforated.

2) Line perforation. All mint
stamps partly imperforated or
double perforated for above
mentioned reasons. But there is
an element of suspicion, the
faulty perforations could have
been produced deliberately.

3) Line perforation. Compound
perf. 13 x 9 — 25 mks. printed
on thin wove paper and thick
bluish wove paper.

4) Comb perforation. Vertical
se-tenant of staggered perfora-
tion. (see fig. No. 9).

FIG. 9. Staggered Perf.
5) Harrow porforation. — 200
mks. on thick wove paper.

6) Line perforation —
gauge on 500mks.

14}

Scarcity

1) Line perforation. All mixed
perforation.

2) Line perforation — 9 gauge
on thick bluish wove, on 25 mks.
3) Line Perforation — 9 gauge
on thin wove, on 25 mks.

4) Line perforation — 14 gauge
in vertical position on all values
except 50, 200, 400, 1000 and 2000
mks.

5) Line perforation — 14}
gauge similar to 14 gauge as for
- values.

(4) MAIN CHARACTERISTIC
OF PERFORATION

In the Polish Mark Period the
financial position of Poland was
hazardous, there was not a suf-
ficient reserve of gold or hard
currency to cover the issue of
banknotes. For the enormous ex-
penditure involved with the war
against Russia, the Polish Gov-
ernment was compelled to print
more paper currency, in conse-
quence the Polish Mark depre-
ciated. The best example of the
currency depreciation were for
postal charges on inland letters:

from Dec. 6, 1918 letters to 20
grams cost 25 Fenigi (1 of mk.)

from Dec. 1, 1923 letters to 20
grams cost 25,000 mks.

We must however point out
that on the 28th of April, 1924,
a new currency based on zloty
was introduced equal to 100 gro-
s7y. The relationship between
the Polish Mark and the Zloty
was based as 1 zi. being equal to
1,800,000 Polish Marks. (One
Pound Sterling approx. 25 zi. or
one U.S.A. dollar just over 5 zi.

In such circumstances the Po-
lish Printing Works had a diffi-
cult task, the problem of adjust-
ing the production of stamps to
the rapid depreciation of cur-
rency was difficult to cope with.
To prepare a new design re-
quired time and the only solu-
tion was to print more and more
stamps from the existing print-
ing plates. even the stamps of
low value. As a result some let-
ters required half a sheet of
stamps to defray postage.

In all there were three phases
to the production of these
stamps. 1st — printing, 2nd —
gumming, and 3rd—perforating.
All these phases had to be syn-
chronized.

(To be continued)

315-6

Polonus Bulletin, October 1973



few philatelic organizations and
prominent Polish philatelists
with specially prepared Coperni-
cus Year albums for their con-
tributions to Polish philately.
The Albums were also given to
a few Museums as a permanent
record of Polonus’ contribution
to the Copernicus 500th Anni-
versary celebrations.

From the Polonus members
exhibiting at POLSKA 73, the
following won recognition:

Gilded Medal: Dr. J. Kuderewicz
Silver Medals: Dr. M. Kamieii-
ski, J. Kucharski, J. Podejko,

Z. Wagrowski, Dr. J. Kudere-
wicz, Z. Wtodarski.

Silver Plated Medals: A. Szebel, |
Dr. J. Kuderewicz, W. Ponie- |

cki.
Bronze Medal: C. P. Straub.

Diplomas: L. Pieczara, T. Mala-
nowski.

Photo taken after lectures given by Dr. Miet Kamienski of Comada ond M. A,

Bojanowicz of England. (Lef to right:) Dr. M. Kamienski, J. Ryblewski, President
of Polski Zw. Filat. Z. Hampel, M. Bojanowicz, M. Perzynski end F. Bura.

COPERNICANA 500

The Polish Philatelic Society
of Canada will present an inter-
national philatelic exhibition
COPERNICANA 500 on Novem-
ber 3rd and 4th, 1973 at Saint
Casimir Auditorium in Vancou-
ver, B.C. The exhibition is part
of the B.C. Copernicus celebra-
tion on the 500th anniversary of
the birth of Copernicus. A com-
memorative label, postcards and
envelopes will be issued. Special-
ly engraved mecallions will be
awarded by the judges for best
collections. The exhibition will
carry a numismatic section with
a display of the Millennium of
Polish Coins.

The P.P.S.C. is a relatively
new Canadian society with over
50 members. It publishes a ma-
gazine “Hejnal” with articles in
the Polish and English langua-
ges. Thus far three editions of
the magazine have appeared.
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For membership applications
write to their President, Jézef
Podejko, 510 St. George BStreef,
New Westminster, B.C., Canada.

K-LINE PAGES

FOR

POLAND

Supplement #17/72 — $2.45
Plus 55c¢ postage
Supplement #16/71 — $2.55
Plus 50c postage

Write us for a special price on
complete Poland pages

K-LINE
PUBLISHING, INC.

Geo: C. Kobylka
Box 159, Berwyn, lll. 60402

SWIATOWA WYSTAWA FILATELISTYCZNA
. a1 POLSKA 73 :
POZNAN, POLSKA
2 91973

Karta pinicpaza zoscaba wydana z okazji Swiatowe) Wynwy Filatelistyconej wPoznaniu

POLONUS PH|LATILIC SOCIEY
Thomas J. Gobby, Secretary
5713 Warwick, Chicago, IlIl. 60634
Al Rybarski, Treasurer
P. O. Box 82, River Grove, lll. 60171
Chester A. Schafer, Editor
864 N. Ashland, Chicago, Ill. 60622
} T. J. Gobby, Publications Chrm.

2 5713 Warwick, Chicago, lll. 60634
y

y

} ihe Polonus Philatelic Society 1s non-
 political. Views expressed by authors
of articles appearing herein do not
necessarily express the views of the
Polonus Philatelic Society.

— Annual Dues are $4.00 —

Sk - .

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Friday, November 9th, 1973:
Program Meeting. Bud Hennig
will speak on his award winning
collection of Danzig. Meeting be-
gins at 8:00 p.m. Beeba to follow.

| Friday, November 23rd, 1973:

Business Meeting.

Friday, December 14th, 1973:
Program Meeting. Stamps For

| The Wounded Nite.
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