Meets Every Fourth Friday at Polish Veterons Home, 6005 W. Irving Pk., Chicago
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POLPEX 78 THEME:

POLPEX 78, the annual stamp
and coin exhibition of the Polonus
Philatelic Society, will be held on
March 18-19 at the elegant halls
of the Polish Army Veterans Build-
ing, 6005 W. Irving Park Road,
Chicago, Ill.

This year's theme is Polish
Felklore. A 140 frame exhibition
is planned with a special section

- -

Polonus members held their September meeting at the Polish Museum of Americo

50c Oct.-Nov., 1977

POLISH FOLKLORE

of International Folklore. Exhibits
with a folklore theme of any na
tion are welcomed. A twenty deal-
er bourse and a U.S. Postal Ser-
vice sub-station with special can-
cellation will operate on the pre-
mises. There will be cacheted
covers, souvenir sheets and other
special events.

The board of directors and of-

|

in Chicago. Photo shows officers in front of folklore exhibit of native Polish peasant
regional costumes. Left to right: Fred Sxzebel, President; Roman Strzelecki, Treasurer;
James Mazepa, Secretary; Schastion Styczynski, Director; Chester Schafer, Vice-Pres.
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ficers of Polonus will act as the
Exhibition Committee. Dealers
are invited to participate. For
bourse tables write to Roman H.
Strzelecki, 1620 N. Latrobe Ave.,
Chicago, TL 60639.
OUR HANDBOOK GETS AWART3
Our Polonus Handbook “‘The
Occupation of Russia by the I
Polish Corps” has received two
outstanding awards. In the nation-
al philatelic competition held at
STAMPSHOW 77, the annual con-

vention of the American Phila- |
I 77 to all members of the Polonus

telic Society, the Handbook re-
ceived a Silver Medal. This show
was held August 24—27 in Los
Angeles. At the exhibition of the
Chicago Philatelic Society October
7—9, our Handbook received a
Vermeil Medal.

These awards have given much
recognition and exposure of our
Society. The Handbook is a
valuable source of historical and
philatelic knowledge. If more z2re
to follow, the Membership needs
to support this venture with a
purchase. To date only about 15%
of our members have bought the
Handbook. Order your copy today
from John Bor. 1810 N. Richmond
St.. Chicago, IL 60647. Price is
%550 for Polonus Members, $7.50
for Non-Members.

MAZEPA WINS AWARDS

At the annual exhibition of the
Chicago Philatelic Society, the
only Polonus exhibitor. James
Mazena, did quite well. His exhibit
of ““The Postal History of the Rus-
sian Administration of Poland
1858—1880"" received the Reserve
Grand Award — Richard W. Can-
man Trophy, for Best Foreign. In
addition, he received the Gold
Medal of the Chicago Philatelic
Society and the Gold Medal of the
Postal History Society.

Congratulations James!

GREETINGS TO POLONUS
FROM SAN MARINO

i
| £¢
| 3

Greetings from the Centenary
Stamp Ezhibition, SAN MARINO

Philatelic Society.
M. Lipinski
Jan Wilkowski
Walter Zachariasiewicz

The above is a translation from
the Polish of what appeared on
the illustrated post card received
by President Fred Szebel. Dr. M.
Lipinski and Jan Witkowski are
our members residing in Poland.
Walter Zachariasiewicz became
first known to us when he was
assistant to the Postmaster Ge-
neral E.T. Klassen in Washineton,
D.C. He was in charge of the
U.S.P.S. Pavillion at POLSKA 73
in Poznan, Poland. He represented
the 1.S. at many international
evhibitions a< TNTERNARA in
Switzerland, ITALIA 76. AMPHI-
LEX 77 in Holland, and now SAN
MARIND 77.

For many years Mr. Zacharia-
siewicz has been president of the
American Council of Polish Cul
tural Clubs and rigeht now heads
the Polonia delegation to Poland
laid at Kosciuszko's tomb at Wa-
wel, Krakéw in commemoration of
the 200 anniversary of Kosciusz-
ko's participation in the war for
United States independence.

Polonus is indeed fortunate to
have a friend in Mr. Walter Za-
chariasiewicz, a real eredit to the
Polish Americans.
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PUCK 1920 OVERPRINTS

By STANLEY KRONENBERG

On 10 February 1920 General
Haller's army occupied the Po-
morze region of northwestern pre-
World War IT Poland establishing
Poland’s access to the Baltic Sea.
Celebrations were held that day in
the Baltic Sea shore town of Puck,
which at that time was the main
town of the territory.

The Department of Culture and
Education of the Pomorze Front
under the command of Lieutenant
Colonel Marian Dienstl-Dabrowa
decided to commemorate this his.
toric event philatelically. Ger-
man stamps issued for the com-
memoration of the German Na-
tional Assembly (Scott numbers
105, 106, 107) were acguired and
overprinted in the printing shop
of Mr. Buszezynski in Torur. The
black typographic overprint
reads: ‘‘Nad/Polskiem/Morzem/
Puck 10. II. 1920"" (4t/the/Polish/
sea/Puck /10 Feb. 1920""). (Fig. 1)
On the 10 pf and 15 pf stamps it is
positioned normally whereas on
the 25 pf denomination it is always
inverted. According to Ref 1 the
total number of overprinted
stamps was 800 (300 @ 10 pf, 250
@ 15 pf, 250 @ 25 pt), but accord-
ing to the Ministry of Military

 Puck under . Postmaster

Affairs in Warsaw, department of
the 2nd staff section III (press
liaison), the total was only 700.

Mrs. Czarlinska and Mrs. Bod-
kowska of Puck volunteered to
distribute the stamps and all were
sold on 10 February. The profit,
totaling 1,450 Polish Marks, was
transferred to the Fund of the
Department of Culture and Edu-
cation of the Pomorze Front. In
addition to cash sales seme barter
also took place. For example, the
editor of “Mucha’ (“The Fly')
magazine agreed to supply 10 cop-
ies of each issue for one year to
soldiers’ e¢lub rooms in exchange
for one set.

At the request of Lt. Col.
Dienstl-Dabrowa the post office in
Lange
cancelled stamps with a German
cancellation consisting of two
rings with a date bridge: “Putzig

(Westpr.) 102.20.4-5 N’’. Dimen-
sions of this cancellation are:
Quter circle: 25.5 mm, inner

circle: 15.5 mm, bridge width 9
mm. They are imprinted in gray-
black or in gray-blackviolet ink.

The issuance of the Puck set
caused an immediate (and justi-
fiable) furor. After numerous re-

Figure 1. Cancelled set of Puck overprints. 10 and 25 pf stamps were photographed

through a red filter, 15 pf stamp through a blue filter.
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Nad «— Nad Nad
*Polskiem Polskiem Polskiem
Morzem Morzem Morzem
“Puck Puck Puck
10 1. 1920. 10. II. 1920. 10 IL 1920.
GENUINE FORGERY FORGERY
OVERPRINT TYPE 1 TYPE 11

Figure 2. Genuine overprint and two types of forgeries. (Reproduced from Ref. 6).

quests for these stamps were de-
clined by the army, the issue was
described by philatelists as being
a privately made bogus. “‘Filate-
lista Polski” published a nowe
entitled: “Small Profit — Large
Embarrassment’”™ (Ref 1) as a
follow-up of another article (Ref
2), in which the Puck issue was
described as an “‘illegal private un-
dertaking” executed by a “crafty
officer” for private profit. These
statements were bitterly resented
by the Polish Army; on the basis
of the Austrian press law of 17
December 1862 it forced “Filate-
lista Polski’” to print its version
of the Puck stamps affair (Ref 3).
The opinions of the philatelic
press concerning the status of the
Puck overprints were generally
disregarded. Their price soared
immediately and in 1921 reached
9000 Polish Marks per set, (equiv-
alent to about $230.00 in 1977 U S.
currency computed on the basis
of applicable postal rates) (Ref 7).
By the spring of 1920, forged over-
prints began appearing on the phi-
latelic market to satisfy the great
demand for these stamps (Ref 4
and 6, 1st type forgery in Fig 2).
These forgeries being easy to re-
cognize, were superseded by sig-
nificantly improved forgeries in
the summer of 1920 (Ref 5 and 6,
2nd type forgery in Fig 2).
Common characteristics of all
genuine overprints is the interrup-
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tion in the vertical line of the let-
ter “‘d’’. Overprint dimensions are
as follows: height — 16.9 mm,
width of “Nad’” — 5.4 mm, width
of “Polskiem” — 12.5 mm, width
of “Morzem”™ — 11.1 mm, width
of “Puck” — 6.7 mm, width of
the date — 16.3 mm, height of
capital letters — 2.2 mm. Dis-
tances betwesn lines measure:
between lines 1 and 2, 2 and 3.
4 and 5 — 1.15 mm, between lines
3and 4 — 2.2 mm.

Philatelically the Puck issue has
always been a subject of contro-
versy. These stamps were not
available to the general public in
a post office and I do not know of
any of them having been used for
prepayment of postage. On the
other hand they were issued le-
gally by the Polish Army which.
being the sole government of the
Pomorze territory at that time,
had every right to issue them.
REFERENCES:

1. Filatelista Polski, II, April 20, 1920,
No. 4, p. 58.

2. Filatelista Polski, [, Mar. 20, 1920
No. 3, p. 40-41. '

3. Filatelista Polski, Il, April 31, 1920,
No. 5, p. 75.

4. Filatelista Polski, I, July 31, 1920,
No. 6/7, p. 89.

5. Filatelista Polski, II, November 30,
1920, No. 10/11, p. 122-123.

6. A. Laszkiewicz, Polskie Znaki Pocz
towe “‘lkaros” in Bialystok 1935, p.
336.

7. Filatelista No, 15, August 1, 1970,
p. 339, T Gryzewski, “"Wspomnienie
O Znaczkach Pucka”,
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Minutes of Meeting held September 30, 1977 at the Polish Museum

The meeting was called to order at 8:10 by President Szebel
with 14 members in attendance. M/S/C Messrs. Schafer, Makcwski:
lo suspend the usucl order of business sc as to get on with the tour.
Three brief announcements were made. PANA members were wel-
ccmed to the meeting. Members were reminded of the upcoming
Chicago Philatelic Society Show, October 7-9, and Pres. Szebel an-
nounced that Dr. Edward C. Rozanski will head the drive for the
Pulaski stamp in 1979.

Acting upon the motion cn the floor, the members retired to
the exhibition halls for a guided tour of the museum given by Rev.
Donald Bilinski. The members had the opportunity to see many old
letters sent by Polish kings as well as other historical items. A spe-
cial tour thrcugh the new art gallery and the Paderews%i Room
were conducted.

If you haven’t been to the Museum lately, try to attend. The
setting is new as are manv of tha exhibits. Opan daily from 1 to 4
p.m. seven days a week. It's at 984 Milwaukee Avenue in Chicage.

Minutes of Meeting Held October 28, 1977 at Polish Veterans Hall

The meeting was called to order at 8:20 by President Szebel
with 17 members in aftendanc>. The minu'es ware d'soensed with
as they will be published in the Pclcnus Bulletin. The treasurer re-
p>-ted a check-book balance of $502.19. A mcre thorough report
will be offered at the next meeting. The secretary reported no per-
tinent correspondence. He noted that no cbjecticns nave been re-
ceived regarding the proposed new members as listed in the Bul-
letin. M/5/C Messrs. Resner, Styczynski: to accept them into mem-
bership. No new members were proposed.

Old Business: POLPEX 78 —Pres. Szebel reported that the first pub-
licity release has been sent to the philatelic press. The theme will
be "Pclish Fclklore” and exhibits with this theme will be solicited.
Special awards will be given which will have a folklore theme also,
that is, special hand carved wooden plates imported from Po-
land and other works of Pclish folk art. The Beard cf Directors will
be the exhibition committee with the help of a few dadicated others.
Pulaski Stemp: Mr. Mazepa recd a letter from Dr. Rozanski which
is optimistic about the U.S.P.O. issuing a stamp in hecnor of the
200th anniversary of the death of Pulaski and the Battle of Sa-
vannah. There still is much work to be done and will involve the
cooperation of all Polish organizations, philatelic and non-philatelic,
and Fred plans to meet with Dr. Rozanski next week Ted Rezner
Finally Gets His Award: Fred Szebel presented Ted Resner with his
long overdue POLPEX 77 award. Somehow the original got lost.
Belated congratulations, Ted!

New Business: Christmas Party— Three options as discussed at the
Board of Directors meeting were presented by Mr. Mazepa. 1). to
have the party at a restaurant as last year, 2). have the party at the
usual meeting place with members bringing foad, and 3). not have
a party. After some discussion the members present decided to have
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the party at the Veteran’s Hall on December 30th at 7:30 p.m.
The Society will cover the cost of the major items and members
will be asked to bring side dishes. In order to insure this, members
can bring their wives, lest we all starve. Cost will be $3.00 a ticket.

Philatelic News: Mr. Mazepa presented a picture he had received
from Mr. Bcjanowicz showing the newly discovered mint block of
Poland #1. An article will follow in the Bulletin regarding this dis-
covery. Polonus Handbook: We need to sell about 6@ more Hand-
books before we can start on the next one. If you haven’t purchased
your copy yet, please do so. It would be a shame if the Society would
have to terminate this effort because of lack of support on behalf
of the members,

The business of the Society being completed, M/S/C Messrs. Pristka,
Mikucki; to adjourn.

Philatelic Presentation: Mr. Szebel then introduced a man who needs
no introduction, Mr. Chester Makowski. Chest~r treated us all to
a talk on Polish Postal History interspursed with bits of Polish his-
tory, Polonus history, and "“u’s”* and “ah’s”’ from thosz locking at
an outstanding range of material. Chester showed us prestamp ma-
terial from the 18th century which included scme of the earliest
Polish postmarks. This was followed by Napoleonic covers and ma-
terial from the Duchy of Warsaw. Various other prestamps material
was shown and followed by Russian stamps used in Pcland, the sta-
tionery issue of 1859-65, and Poland’s #1. Everycne appreciated
the wonderful talk and the opportunity to see such seldom seen ma-
terial. Someone expressed the desire that scme of the other old
timers follow Chester’s example and teach the rest of us something
about philately! The evening concluded with coffee, cakes and
friendship. If you missed this meeting, do come next month.

Respectfully submitted,
James Mazepa, ACSW, Secretary

APPLICANTS PENDING ‘ Jerzy Mazur
Marian Getler : Ul. Rokossowska 7 m. 13
106 Pearson Ave. 02-348 Warszawa, Poland
Toronto, Ont. Can M6R 1G5 | David R. Stefancic
Koichi Sato : 676 S. Hawley Rd. #105
Kita 154, Takadama, Tendo. | Milwaukee, WI 53214
Yamagata, Japan, 994 ' Walter Decyk
Henry C. Kowalezyk i 2121 Ash St.
Philadelphia, Pa. 19149 Roman Loza
E. Neumann 4111 W Eastwood Ave.
P.0O. Box 55 Chicago, IL 60630

Hope, B. C. Canada Vox 1LO

2929 Magee Ave. Waukegan, IL 60085
|
l

John Nieurzyla REINSTATED
34 Holly Ave. Leopold S. Sobanski
Whitley Bay, Tyne-Wear. | 86 Nash Street

England, NE26 1ED ! Belen, N.M. 87002
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STAMP MARKET TIPS
by John G. Ress

In October 1944, almost at the
end of World War II a semipostal
stamp of 10 plus 10 zloty was is-
sued to commemorate the fifth
anniversary of the General Gov-
ernment, Scott NB47. This stamp
had two different printings and
specialists in Europe as well as
in this country are eager to get
both printings. It might be worth
your time to check over whether
vou own the first printing which
was a greenish black, while the
second printing
black color. The first orinting as

shows a gray |

listed by Scott No. NB4lb is quite |

scarce. Dealers in Europe pay
as much as $4 per copy, while
the second nrinting has a buyprice
of about 85c at this tim~ Stud-
the colors when this stamp is of-
fered to you and try to gzt the
first printing. I believe this stamp
is still underpriced and eventually
will sell for much mere than it
does at this time.

After the end of World War II
huge quantities of all occupation
stamps were sold to the U.S.A. at
very low prices. Some of these
sets that could be bought here
for a few cents now are difficult
to find in Germany and dealers
are anxious to buy as many as
they can. A case in point is the
first issue of Poland. General Gov-
ernment a set of thirteen Hinden-
burg stamps surcharged in Polish
currency, also “Deutsche Post
Osten'’. This set was issued right
after the occupation of Poland on
December 1939, Scott No. N17-29.
You might be interested to know
that this was not a provisional
surcharge, these stamps were or-
dered and printed about one year
in advance at the Government
printing office in Berlin and were
ready for use immediately after

Warsaw was occupied. Scott 1977
lists the set for $5.60, today’s buy-
price in Germany is at least $3.25
and retail is up to just about full
Scott. There is no difficulty finding
that set here in the U.S.A. at a
reasonable price and it is defini-
tely worth adding to your col-
lection.

Reprinted from STAMPS

IN OUR MAIL BOX
Londyn, 23 wrzesnia 1977
Szanowny Panie Prezesie,

Dzisiaj otrzymatem Biuletyn Po-
lonusa nr. 355 z 7- 8. 1977, w kto-
rym w czotlowym artykule dr. M.
Lipinskiego przeczytatem notatke
o nadaniu mi ‘‘dyplomu uznania”
przez Klub Polonica w Chodziezy.

Jestem zaskoczony wvmieszcze-
niem obok mego nazwiska zaslugi
“zatozyciela” ‘“Polish Philatelic
Society in England”, do ktérej sie
nie poczuwam i ktéra nie jest
prawda.

Od niemal 20 lat jestem nato-
miast prezesem Zwiazku Filateli-
stow Polskich w W. Brytanii — co
no angielsku brzmi — Union of
Polish Philatelists in Great Bri-
tain i jak mi sie wydaje, powinno
byé wiadomo nie tvlko w Polsce,
ale i w Redakeji Biuletvnu Polo-
nusa, ktorv artykut ten zamieseit
na swych tamach,

Prosze uorzeimie o sprostowa
nie tej wiadomosci, oraz powiado-
mienie dr. Lipinskie<o, ze tego ro-
dzaiu dyplomu w zadnym wypad-
ku nie moge przyjac.

Z powazaniem
Jan Z. E. Berek

KAPOSTA HITS JACKPOT!

Julius Kaposta received a grand
award, gold medal, American Phi-
latelic Society certificate and So-
ciety of Philatelic Americans med-
al at CORNPEX 77, sponsored by
the Corn Belt Philatelic Society.

Polonus Bulletin, Ogit)it:er-Nove—mber, 1977
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COMING EVENTS
Friday, November 25, 1977:
Program meeting at Veterans
Hall. Ted Resner will speak on
the Free City of Gdansk. Dr.
James J. Matejka will be a guest.
Starting time: 8:00 p.m.
CHICAGOLAND POLONUS
CHRISTMAS PARTY
The members decided to have a
Christmas Party this year, com-
bined with a Past Presidents
Night. It will be in the form of
our traditional Beeba with the
ladies preparing the food. The get-
together takes place on Friday,
December 30th at our regular
meeting place, the Polish Veter-
ans Hall, 6005 W. Irving Park Rd.,

N A A & & o & o o i e e

in Chicago. Cocktails at 7:00 PM, |

Buffet Dinner at 8:00 PM. Drinks
available at the cash bar. _
In order to cover some of the
expenses, there will be a charge
of $3.00 per person at the door.
To give us an idea as to how
many will attend, please mail the
enclosed card if you're coming.

PRE WAR POLAND

Varicties, proofs, postal history,
rarities, locals

Polish Camp Post in Germany
Woldenburg - Grossborn - Murncu
Polish Camp Post in Italy

Polish Fieldpost cancellations in
the lost War
GEN. ANDERS — DOIDZIEMY

London Exile issues on covers

The Largest Stock of Poland
in Europe

Approvals against references

Correspondence in
German, English, Polish and Italian

ARTHUR BOYLE LTD.
40 West Hill, Wembley Park,
Middlesex, England

Cable: Mibo, Wembley, Tel. 904 2283

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Chester A. Schafer, Editor
864 N. Ashlond, Chicago, IL 60622
James Mozepa, Secretary
Hines V.A. Hospital, Box 381
Hines, IL 60141
Roman H. Strzelecki, Treasurer
1620 N. Latrobe, Chicago, IL 60639

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-
political. Views expressed by authors
of articles appearing herein do not
necessarily express the views of the
Polonus Philatelic Society.

— Annual Dues are $5.00 —
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HAVE YOU MOVED?

If you have moved, please notify
us of your change of address. Mail
notice to Chester J. Mikucki, 4704
N.Overhill Av., Norridge, IL 60656.
This will insure your receiving the
Bulletin promptly and avoid Polo-
nus the expense of postage dues.

BULLETIN AD RATES

Full Page ad ..... $25.00
Half Page ad ..... $15.00
Quarter Page ad ..$10.00

K-LINE PAGES
FOR POLAND

1976 SUPPLEMENT 21/76
$2.45 (plus 75¢ post.)

500th Anniversary of
COPERNICUS — $6.20
Part 2 (Final) — $4.25
Plus 80c post. each, or $1.35 for both
Write us for o special price on
complete Poland pages
K-LINE PUBLISHING, INC.
Geo, C. Kobylka
Box 159, Berwyn, IL 60402
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