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Let’s Make Our 40th Anniversary The Greatest!

As announced in the last Polo-
nus Bulletin by your President
and Executive Polpex Chairman,
Alfred Szebel, GALA POLPEX 79
will be held March 16-18, 1978 at
the Palmer House in downtown
Chicago.

To put on a
successful ex-
hibition of this
magnitude re-
quires a lot of
work and the
cooperation of
all the Polonus @
members.

Local mem-
bers willing to
help in some
way may call
Alfred Szebel,
phone 299-2580
after 6 p.m. or
by writing to .
him at 9041 Emerson Street, Des
Plaines, IL 60016.

Out of town members are cor-
dially invited to attend the POL-
PEX as many did in the previous
years of '73 and '76. Watch for
the announcement on accomoda-
tions in Chicago on the exhibition.

To commemorate the 40th an-
niversary of Polonus, the Polpex
Committee commissioned the out-
standing artist, member Leon S.

Kawecki, to design a special me-
dallion. The finished design is il-
lustrated here. This side of the
medallion is the Polonus half.
The other side of the medallion
will commemorate the 200th
anniversary of
General Casi-
mir Pulaski's
death at the
Battle of Sav-
annah in Geor-
, gia. This half
. of the medal-
lion’s expense
will be under-
taken by the
¢y Polish Ameri-
' can Numisma-
tic Association.
As previous-
ly, the gilded
medallion will
be available to

those who contribute the sum of

$50.00 or more to help defray the
costly expenses of the exhibition.
A specially designad certificate
will accompany each medallion.
Don’t miss this opportunity! Send
$50.00 o more to insure the suc-
cess of POLPEX 79. Make check
pavable to Polonus Philatelic So-
ciety and mail it to Roman H.
Strzelecki, 1620 N. Latrobe Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60639.
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Polonus
aged to participate and exhibit in
our 40th Anniversary Exhibition.
Enclosed with this issue of the
Polonus Bulletin is an entry ap-
plication. The show will be limit-
ed to 300 frames. Fill out the form
now. Don’t be left out!

We need your participation —
either working directly with the
committee, or by exhibiting, or
by your financial support. Let’s
make the 40th Anniversary POL-
PEX 79 a memorable one!

—Alfred Szebel

POLPEX 79 COMMITTEES
Executive Chairman Alfred Szebel

Secrefary . ....... James Mazepa
Entries ......x John S. Bobo
Patrons Frank Wolosewick

Bourse/Finance Roman Strzelecki
Sales Al Rybarski, John Bor
Exhibit Set-Up .. John Bartczak,
-Joe Janecka
Arts ...... Leon S. Kawecki
Publicity .. Chester Schafer,
James Mazepa, Alfred Szebel
Ads - Program Book John Bor
Special Assignments Ted Resner,
Stanley Dobrzycki, Wm. Jusack,
Walenty Poniecki, Jan Jurewicz,
Edward Link, Stefan Kochanski,
Sebastian Styczynski

NEW MEMBERS
Stanley S. Bartnikowski
9417 Farmingdale Ave.
Walkersville, MD 21793
Keith M. Gobeski
4948 Jonathon St.
Dearborn, MI 48126
Ryszard Lupa
5006 N. Parkside Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630
REINSTATED
Joseph Kuderewicz, M.D. #684
142 Tarrytown Rd.
Manchester, NH 03103
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AN URGENT APPEAL

In exploring various facets of
| making POLPEX 79 an outstand-
ing exhibition, our Secretary
| wrote a letter to the Bureau of
| Engraving and Printing in Wash-
| ington, D.C. requesting informa-
tion on the issuance of a bureau
souvenir card in conjunction with
our Polpex. On the next page is
the reply we received. An esti-
mate of the listed expenses would
cost Polonus about $4,500.

The matter was brought up at
the past Polpex Committee Meet-
ing and John Bobo volunteered to
donate the sum of $500 toward
this expense if other members
would come up with donations for
the remainder of the amount.
From among the members pre-
sent at .this meeting a total of
$1.300 was pledged. Frank Wolo-
sewick offered $300, Walenty Po-
niecki $200, Al Rybarski $100,
Alfred Szebel $100, and Chester
Schafer $100.

A bureau souvenir card showing
the U.S. Pulaski commemorative
of 1931 and a Poland Pulaski
stamp would certainly add pres-
tige to our POLPEX 79 and bring
| us enormous national publicity.
Our exhibition would be raised to
a level similar to that of interna-

, tiona! shows.
' We must respond to the bureau
| very shortly if our request is to
| be considered—but we need $3,200
| more. Are there any other Polonus
| members willing to pledge $100
| or more towards this worthy proj-
' ect? If so, please contact our
| Treasurer, Roman H. Strzelecki,
{1620 North Latrobe, Chicago, IL
60639. His phone is (312) 237-7366.

TID BIT
The June 19th edition of LINN'S
STAMP NEWS carries an article
“Stamps Note Order of Virtuti
Militari” by Henry F. Zebrowski.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING
" WASHINGTON, D.C. 20228

July 5, 1978

Mr., James Mazepa, ACSW
Polonus Philatelic Society
Hines V. A. Hospital

Box 381

Hines, Illineois 60141

Dear Mr. Mazepa:

This is in response to your letter of June 26, requesting the
issuvance of a souvenir card when the Polonus Philatelic Society hosts
POLPEX-79 in Chicago (March 16-19, 1979).

The Bureau produces a limited number of souvenir cards to commemo-
rate special significant events and where Bureau exhibit participation
is scheduled. Escalating costs over the past few years have forced us
to reexamine the extent of our participation in these programs. An
in-depth study of exhibit costs, including our souvenir card program,
revealed that the rapidly increasing expenses dictate that we become
more restrictive in our commitments. Accordingly, a decision has been
reached that in formulating the Bureau's future exhibit activities,
consideration cannot be given to any requests unless the requesting
organization is willing to assume the following expenses:

Exhibit space at the show site;
Shipment/transportation of exhibit materials;
Transportation for Bureau personnel;

Lodging for Bureau personnel; and

Souvenir Sales costs (Kelly Girl or equivalent).

WO W N e
o« koW e

Security requirements provide that exhibits be accompanied by three
Bureau representatives (Spokesman and two Guards). In addition to
lodging and round-trip air coach fares, the cost for mailing exhihit
materials is estimated at approximately $250.

Should your organization agree to the above, please notify my
office and your request will be given further consideration for our
1979 exhibit program. If it is determined that a Bureau exhibit will
be provided for your activity, we will then decide whether or not a
souvenir card will be issued.

Sincerely,

Il

Seymour Berry
Director
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PRE-PHILATELIC ERA IN OLD GALICIA (Continued from previous issuel

To show certain letters addressed
beyond the Austrian Border were
paid only to the border and
not beyond it, another handstamp
was introduced in 1841 with
GRENZE within the postmark.
The use of this was very neces-
sary to the post office since con-
flicts arose at the out-of-country
destination as to whether, in fact,
the full postal rates were paid by
the sender. Infrequently, we find
an interesting nonofficial postal
marking showing an item to have
been disinfected by health offi-
cials. This occasicnally happened
during periods when fear of Bubo-
nic Plague, Cholera or other dis-
eases forced countries to close
their facilities to mail coming
from infected territories. To-date,
we have found only one such can-
cellation, from Podgorze in 1831.
Returned suspect letters bear nu-
merous needle holes or holes
made by a special puncturing ap-
paratus.

As we leave these most-interest-
ing postmarks of the engraver-
type to other forms ol cancelled
letters from this era, it is neces-
sary to acknowledge that ordinary
letters, without postmarks, are an
important part of this pre-philat-
elic history and these should be
studied more closely. The absence
of postmarks are compensated for
by the many and varied handwrit-
ten postal annotations which indi-
cate the mailing city, weight of
letter, any additional postal fees
to be received from the adressee,
disinfected mail, numbers assign-
ed to letter cards, official seals
used by postal clerks or officials,
handstamps showing outgoing or
incoming dates, dispatch by cour-
ier rather than by normal postal
means, etc. Not less interesting
are the so-called receipts to sen-

der and receiver of important or
valuable letters, which were in-
itially handwritten and later hand-
stamped.

Catalogue of Galician Postmarks

In order to simplify the illustra-
tions of the postmarks used by the
various postal authorities and
offices, I have abbreviated where
necessary to the clarity of city
names and this article. To under-
stand this, I submit the following:
(1) Postoffices are numbered as

shown herein, regardless of
classification, in alphabetical
order by city-town name given
in this article. Because there
are German language place-
names, 1 added in brackets,
as necessary, the actual Po-
lish names at those times,
since, without this consecu-
tive numbering system, some
names would sound unlike
Polish.

(2) The following line shows open-
ing and eventual closing dates
of post offices.

(3) Other positions relate to spe-
cific postmarks of the 18th
Century which I identify with
Latin numerals, while the 19th
Century are in Arabic numer-
als.

(4) The symbols employed with
these postmarks are, in sub-
stance, in two lines, showing
the style (a star means orna-
mentation) and the origin of
the letters used for place
names, after the use of dots
to show the date.

(5) The confirmed year of vse of
19th Century postmarks is giv-
en without the two first zeros,
therefore, the shortened “‘fil."”
means that the given post-
mark is later used within the
postmark’s border.

365-4
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(6) Should the identical symbol be |

shown in two or more exam-
ples means a difference in

letter size or in appearance,
or occasionally an added des-
ignation.

CAPEX 78 International Philatelic Exhibition

By JAMES MAZEPA, ACSW

CAPEX 78 was my first oppor-
tunity to attend an International
Exhibition and the fond memor-
ies of this show staged by our
friends north of the border will
remain for many years. I was
able to spend four days there, the
‘last four days of the exhibit. The
city of Toronto is a most dellght-
ful place with no lack of opportu-
nities for things to do. The Can-
adian people were without excep-
w:on warm and friendly, which
contributed to our pleasant stay.

The exhibition itself was in the
Automotive Building in the Exhi-
bition Center which is some dist-
-ance from the hotels, but the
‘Capex Committee had arranged
‘for shuttle buses, so this present-
ed no problems. On the main
floor of the building were all the
exhibits, some 3,500 frames, and
the Court of Honor, and the U.S.
and Canadian post offices. On the
m-rzanine were the dealers and
other foreign post offices.

There has been much said in
‘the philatelic press since the
show about the poor organization,
but I did not find it so. I under-
stand that the first weekend was
guite congested, but while I was
there, not once was there a
“ecrowd”’, except to see the Court
of Honor, which always had a
short line as did the U.S. and
Canadian post offices. The exhi-
bits were easy to find, the light-
‘ing and aisle space more than
adequate, as was the security.
The dealers were generally busy.
One disappointment was how few
people actually were viewing the
exhibits. I understand that many,

especially on the first weekend,
only went to purchase stamps at
the U.S. and Canadian post of-
fices. To me, this is like going to
the Art Institute and only going
to the retail gift shop. The whole
history of our hobby was on view
with so very much to be learned,
and this is one of the few oppor-
tunities to study such an abund-
ance o! quality (not just expens-
ive) exhibits.

In addition to the exhibits, the
most enjoyable part of any phil-
atelic exhibition for me is to meet
new friends and renew old ac-
quaintznces. There was no lack of
Polonus members at CAPEX:
Dr. Kamienski, Mr. Bojanowicz,
Mr. Kucharski, Mr. Podubbiuk,
Mr. Podejko, Mr. Gruszczyk, Mr.
Lubinski, Mr. Poniecki, Mr. Ol-
kowski, Mr. Pristika, Mr. Reinow-
cki, Dr. Kuderewicz, Ms. Zilke,
Dr. Fenigstein, and others. Other
philatelists [rom the Chicago area
attending, included Mr. Bernard
Hennig, who served on the Inter-
national Jury.

All 1n all, I felt that the Polish
exhibits did not do very well. 1
believe this was due to the lack
of classic material shown, e.g.,
ony one exhibit showed any Num-
ber 1's, and a lack of good exhi-
bits of the 1918-21 period. The
Polish material received' medals
as follows:

Gold with Felicitations of the
Jury — Russia Used in Poland
by M. A. Bojanowicz. I felt like
a beginner viewing this exhibit.
Some of the rarest, even unique
items of Polish Postal History,
was there. A dozen covers with
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Russia No. 1 used in Poland, and
about two dozen off cover. There
were also two of the St. Peters-
burg envelopes used in Warsaw
as well as beautiful examples of
color cancels and railroad post-
marks.

There were no other Gold med-
als, but there were four Large
Silver. Qur Polonus Handbook on
the I Polish Corps received a
Large Silver. This is a great tri-
bute to our Society and is an ex-
ample of the impact we can have
in even international philatelic
circles.
Silver were Pre-Stamp collection
exhibits in the Postal History
area. Dr. Kuderewicz has his out-
standing collection of Galicia
1773-1851 here. Undoubtedly, his
is one of the finest collections in
the world of this area with many
rare marks. Mr. Tadeusz Hampel
of Poland showed Postmarks of
the Kingdom 1815-70. This collec-
tion was seen at POLPEX several
years ago and Mr. Hampel con-
tinues to show a consistently high
gaulity of material. Mr. Stanis-
laus Bienkowski of Poland showed
Pre-Stamp Marks of the Russian,
Austrian and Prussian areas. This
was an interesting collection, but
not much depth.

Silver Medals were awarded to
a “Zbigniew” of Canada for Con-
gress Kingdom of Poland 1815-51.
This was probably the best pre-
sentation of all the Polish exhibits
but needs more power. Mr. Ro-
sinski of France had what I con-
sidered the most outstanding col-
lection of pre-stamp material. His
collection included the only known
straight-line Warszawa postmark
of the 1815 period, one of three or
four recorded octagon marks, and
many railroad postmarks. In ad-
dition, most of the letters in his
collection were from commercial

The other three Large |

correspondence, not the usual of-
ficial mail most commonly found.
He exhibited in the Europe section
rather than Postal History and I
believe this hurt him. Mr. Jan
Kolpak of Poland proved that it
does not take a lot of money to
get a good award. He showed var-
ieties of Polish Sstamps of the
1946-48 period.

Bronze Medals went to Mr. Win-
ston Gruszczyk of Canada for his
| Groszy Overprints and to Mr. Ha-

rold Peters of Chicago for Polish
| POW Camp Mail.
Two other Polonus members re-
| ceived Silver Medas: Mr. Szebel

for his Worldwide DO-X Flights,

and Mr. Mazepa for his Ukraine
| 1918-20. Dr. Miet Kamienski ex-
hibited Poland to 1923 in the Court
of Honor since he was an observer
| judge.

CAPEX proved a most reward-
| ing experience from all aspects
and we can all look forward to
the next International Exhibition
on our continent which will be
here in Chicago in 1986.

PLEASE BE PATIENT

For many years now the bul-
letin mailing, sales, and the mem-
bership chairman’s duties were
performed by our Polonus found-
er, Chester J. Mikucki. Chester,
who is now a senior citizen, has
been ailing lately and has fallen
behind in his correspondence. Ile
asks that you be patient in re-
ceiving your replies.

i P.O.W. STUDY GROUP

. The P.O.W. Study Group will

have a show in conjunction with
SEPAD Sept. 29-30 and Oct. 1,
1978 in Philadelphia. They plan
their 1979 show at POLPEX 79.

| Their May-June Newsletter de-

| voted 12 pages to “The History

1 of the British Alrgraphs used by
| Polish Forces in 1941-45.
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POSTAL

MAIL BID SALE

Covers of the World

Many interesting |19th & 20th Century
Postal History items
including Specialized POLAND

Polish-Lithuanian-Bialorussian War 1920/21
Polish-Russian War 1919/20
Polish Legion World War |
HALLER LEGION World War |

General Gouvernement — and many more

WANTED: Any information and/or covers from US soldiers (A.E.F.)
in Poland 1919/20 for a specialized WWI Collection.

For catalog send 41¢ in stamps to:

THEO VAN DAM, BOX 26, BREWSTER, NY 10509

Member: APS and ASDA

PO’Onus Bulletin, Jt;ly-August, 1797787 - V 365-7



K-LINE PAGES

FOR POLAND
1977 SUPPLEMENT #22/77
$2.70 (plus 95¢ post.)

500th Annivarsary of
COPERNICUS — $6.20
Part 2 (Final) — $4.25
Plus 80c post. each, or $1.35 for both

Write us for a special price on
complete Poland pages

K-LINE PUBLISHING, INC.
Geo. C. Kobylka

Box 159, Berwyn, IL 60402

MEMEBERS MART

WANTED: Letters and docu-
ments pertaining to Postal History
of Poland pior to 1870 as well as
literature covering that period.
Willing to buy or trade. Ryszard
Z. Poddubiuk, 31 Trottier, Dollard
Des Ormeaux, Quebec, Canada
H9A 2C8.

Rl L S S o
POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Chester A. Schafer, Editor
864 N. Ashland, Chicago, IL 60622
James Mazepa, Secretary
Hines V.A. Hospital, Box 381
Hines, IL 60141
1620 N. Latrobe, Chicago, IL 60639
Roman H. Strzelecki, Treasurer

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-
political, Views expressed by authors
of articles appearing herein do not
necessarily express the views of the
Polonus Philatelic Society.

— Annual Dues are $5.00 —
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NEXT MEETING

Friday, August 25, 1978:
Business meeting at Polish Vet-
erans Hall, 6005 W. Irving Park,
in Chicago. POLPEX 79 plans to
be discussed. Starting at 8:00 p.m.

APPLICANTS PENDING
Stanley Wielgus
1233 So. Tth St.
Philadelphia, PA 19147
John Glyn
58 Nevilles Ct., Dollis Hill Lane
London, NW 2 England
Edmund J. Banzarewicz
12:9 Enderbury Dr., Apt. 4
St. Louis, MO 63125
Scott Sarnikowski
2300 Regent Way, Apt. 7
Castro Valley, CA 94546

Polonus members hosted Jan Witkowski of Poznan, Poland at a dinner party held
July 21st ot Kasztelanka Restaurant in Chicago. Mr. Witkowski was Poland’s fore-
most stamp dealer prior to World War Il and published albums ond cotalogs.
Left to right: Z. Wagrowski, C. Schafer, F. Wolosewick, Jan Witkowski, 5. Styczyn-
ski, Fran & Al Rybarski, R. Strzelecki, A. Bunge, R. Burkiewicz. (Poniecki Photo]
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