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POLONUS INSTALLS NEW OFFICERS FOR 1980-81 

Left to Right: Alfred Szebel, Ex-officio ond Director; Al Rybars!d. Direetor; James 
Mazepa, Director; Chester Schafer, Secretary; John Bartczak, President; Romr n 
Strzelecki, Vice-President; Stanley Rusin, Treasurer; Frank Wolosewicz, Direaor. 

Cpon their <>lert1on into office, the 
nP\\' officer,: were properly in.,talled 
at the .June Tith meetinJ?: held at thr 
Poli,,h Yttr~ans llomr. Admini.,tering 
the oath of office was srmor memhrr 
Frank Wolosrwicz. 

The first meetinJ?: of the new ·ul­
ministrat:on w11s a Board :Meeting 
which took place .July 11th. President 
.John Bnrtr1.ak outlined an ambition,; 
program for Polonu~. HP propo,ed 
that we• i,-,,ue a l6-pa11;e bulletin Pvery 
two months c·ontainin11; articles with a 
variety of subjrrb rather th:m a large 
write-up on one suhje<'t. The officer:; 

nnme<lmtPI~ got on POLPEX \l and 
nP~atiatNI with thP h111ldmg manag(•­
ment. The 1lat<·~ fo r our n1•xt Pxh1bi­
t 10n arP ~larl'h :2 -:2!l, l!J\l. Ue :11'0 
in.-.ist<> I that r,·cry m1'(•t1111! ha,·p a 
philatPlic· program. 

On July 2,'>th the first T<'g11lar mrN­
ing wa,; <"1IINI to ordrr hy the ll!'W 

P resident. . .\fter thr nwrting hP gave 
us :m intPrP,ting lrc·turr on tlw Pil­
sudski 1Iourning stum1~- and -.howe<I 
11,.: part of hi~ Pils111bki <·ollrrt ion. 
Roman Strzl'lrcki hro11i:i:ht part of h1,­
Pol:tnd Po,t Card rollrrt J<>n and ,-peke• 
on printing :ind rath. Tom (:-Obh~· 
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Ex-officio Alfred Sxebel !left) turns over 
gavel ta the new Palanus President Jahn 
Bartczak. 

brouj!ht some rovers from his Gen­
eral C:ouvernment WW II collection 
and informed us on "Y" markings and 
Cen"or.-hip I~'lbcls on surh mail. 

SUPPORT A 
MARIE ZAKRZEWSKA 

U.S. STAMP 
Congre,,wom:m Barbara ::\Iikubki 

i, urging the l'SPA to 1s.~ue a stamp 
in memory of tlu,- pioneer woman 
physician and pathfinder in American 1 

medi,·inr. She orizanizrd the Xew Eng-
1,,nc! llospit:11 for women and <·hildrcn 
in .Roston and helped o~anize the 
fir,;t American srhool for nur,;e,;. She 
wa,- also a pioneer of women\ rights 
and a learler in the aholitionist movr­
ment in America. l'pon her death in 
l!I02. the Bo11trm Tra11.~cri7>t,, praio.;ed 
her as the "pioneer ·1mon1?: women phy­
sir1:ms of the rountry and fir:-t wo­
man dortor in X<'\\' England". 

Petitions for thr ,-tamp are avail­
ahlc from .John Barkzak, 10428 A,·e. 
"0". ChiraJ?;o, TL 60617. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Polonus is ,-tarting its 4bt year 

and all member.- should be proud of 
her imprr,;.,iw :ind :--urr~:<ful philat­
elic feats. 

I :im your 20th Prr,-ident and have 
a lot of work in the onoomin11: year to 
do. Your loyalty, support ancl help 
will he nreded. 

:\lay I r<'mind you that the primary 
!111rp1·-r of thr Polonu, Philatehr So­
riPty is to rm·oural!C the rollectinJ?; of 
st:1mp,; of Poland and to promote 
l'oli,.,h Philately. It i,- your rlub and 
I a n,I the other officer.- are here to 
sPn·r you anrl to fulfill your ideas, 
w:111t,, s11~c;estion-< or change,;. \Vrite 
or rail me or OIH' of the officer,- and 
lrt 11.-< know what yo11 want or have 
in mine! and 1 promise that if at all 
po,,-ihle. I will do e\·erythinc; in my 
1 ower :ind ability to jn~tify your faith 
in me. I need the cooperation of all 
thr memhrr,- to rontinue the izrowtb 
and ~trrnirth of Polonwi in the Phil­
atel·r world. 

POLPEX <;O 1, pa,.;t 11nd I hope we 
le'.lrne,I from 1t. Our thouc;ht, :,hould 
:<oon he turn<'rl to POLPEX 81. It is 
nr,·er tno r·1rly. Your idea!'. woulrl he 
apprrriated. 

I will announre thr appointmrnts 
nf v~ri011, rornmith>e., as soon a!'< thev 
are ronfirmed. Remember, we have t~ 
rommunirat~ w11h earh other. 

Thank you for your \'Ole of ron-
folenre. 

John Rartrzak 
10428 Avrnue "0" 
Chir:11?:o. IL 60617 
Phone (312) 221-451G 

NEW MEMBERS 
AJfred Ro,mski 

1 Fairview ,\\·enue 
Bedford, ::\fA 01730 

Chas. K:<1e111ew1rh 
32 8. ::\fain , treet 

Franklin\'ille, XY 14737 
Henry Arrha1·ki 

Xew York, :'.\Y 
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Your New Polonus Officers and Board of Directors 
.JOH~ P. BARTCZAK, Pre;ident 

John is 1>2 old and lives with his 
wife Dorothy and two temage daugh­
ten; in Ch1cap:o. He has one :--0n who 
is married and reC'ently made the 
Bartczak's h3.ppy j!;randparents. ,John 
is an electrical contractor an-I own~ 
hi,: own finn, Owl Electr1<' C'ompanv. 
Jle has been u Polonus member for 
nine yean-i, and i,; active in several 
philatelic or11:anization,. In addition to 
hem11; a member of the Amerir'ln Phila­
telic Sori<'ty, he i;; a m!'mber :ind p:i,:t 
president of the Roosevelt Philatelic 
Society, the International Guild of 
Vatic:m Philatelist,-, th~ Poli,h Ph:ln­
telir Society of Canada, the C'hu.•3.e;o 
Philatelic Rociet_v. the Au,-trian Phila­
tdic &wiety of Xew y,.,rk, the An,­
trhn , tamp Club of Gre·•t Rrifrm, 
and th!' t'niven-al , bin Cancc!l,1frm 
~ociety. Hi." prima1y· philatelic inter­
ests are in Galicia r,re-stllmn to 1919. 
Poli,h Leition.,. and Pilsnch,ki m'lterial. 
He h,·s rereived sever'll Grund Awards 
for his Galicia nre-starm,. as wrll a-< 
other 1wld and silver medals in Polnex 
:md other national exhibitions. He ha;; 
also <'Xhibited in intern'ltional slYiws. 
:-tnd received a silvn medal in Pra<!U<". 
Ile is on the ;,lnnninir committee for 
the International Exhibition to he held 
in Chicago in 19 6. 

ROMAX H . STRZELECKI, Vice 
President 

Roman has been a Polonm, member 
for 2!l years now. He lives with hls 
wife and two children in Chicago. anri 
has another daue;hter, the old<'st, liv­
ing in California. Roman is a mechan­
ic3.l engineer i-peeializing in railroad 
related problems. He i.ai al,:o a member 
of the American Philat<>lir Roci<'tv. 
Poland's J)Ofital carcb are hi,; sperialty, 
:,s well as the 1923/4 surcharjl';e i,,;ue. 
His other intere;t;; include Vatic·an 
City, and Railroad and Sp3.ce topicals. 
Roman received the Polonus Grancl 
Award in 1965, and many other med-
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ab at many of the Polpex exhibitions 
since the early J9fiO's. He was thr 
pre,ident of Polonus from 1960 to 
1962. the secretary for three terms, 
and the treasurer for the last three 
years. He has contributed .a numb<>r of 
article,- to the Bull<>tin and to the 
Polpex ratalogs. He usually ronducts 
a !<ale,; table at Polpex where, in ad­
dition to stamps, one can jl';et -i piew 
of kielbasa and a "snot." 

CHE TER , CHAFER. &>cretary 
C'he:-ter is an Honorary M<'mber of 

our soci<'ty, whirh he joined over 
thirty-five years ago. Che,-ter is 58 
years old; he and his wife are raising 
13 <·hildren. Tn addition to Polonu,, hC' 

1 i,.: a m<>mber of the Lithuanian So­
riet\" of X!'\\' York an,] the Poli<,h 

, Phiiatelic i::0<•iel\· of Canada. Ile is a 
printer hy trade. and has been pri- . 
marily r('sponsihle for the publication 

' of the Bulletin for the last thirty-two 
yea ri<. When he is not in the ~hop. 
he i" spmninii; polka record~ on radio 
station WTAQ, wh!'rr he h'.1.'< been a 
disc jockey for over 30 years. He also 
owns his own r!'cord rompany, and h11s 

produced over 100 Polish 'tnd polka 
albums. Philatelicalh·, hi.~ interests an• 
in the Lublin I~sue of 1919. Poland 
un,lrr R11;;,,1a from I <ii.'>, and the Po­
fo,h Republic to rn:m. Ile h:,s won five 
Grand Awards in vario1Ls exhibitions, 
plus other gold :ind silver medals. He 

• ·rved as president of Polonu« for 
many year,-;. 

STAXLEY RU, IX, 1reaMtrer 
Stanley i;; 40 and live, with ht~ 

wife and three children on Ch1ra~o's 
northwest side. He j_., a d'.tta pror!'Ssine; 
mana~r by trade. Even though he 
has been a Polomts member for only 
a year, he brings into the important 
position of treasurer th!' knowledge 
and fre.,hnes.,; of approach ne<>ded for 
the job. In addition to collectin~ Po­
land. he i.-, intere<ted in the l:'nit<'•I 

t.ate.~ and British Pac1f1<' m·1tPrhl 
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AL RYBARSKI, Director 
Al, who is 67, and his wife are no 

strangers to Polonus. Al has be<>n a 
member for 41 yearR and is a familiar 
sight to all who h!lve attenderl Polpex 
exhibition.-;, as he p!ltiently 1<its at the 
entrance table to "ell Polpex i<ouvenirs. 
The Rvharski's !iv!' in R1v!'r Grove, 
near Chicago, and continue to work 
for the Society by distributing Polonus 
materials and Bulletin,,. Al, who is re­
tired, .!<Crved a!< treasurer for many 
years and later as direct-0r. 

FRA;'iK E. WOLOSEWICZ, Director 
Frank !iv<>,; with hi9 wife in Chica­

l?;O. They h:we rai8ed threr children. 
Frank reftL,es to retirr (he won't let 
us print his a1?;e) but continues to he 
very active as a consulting stnictural 
mgmeer. He has been a member of the 
Society for 40 y!'ars and 1s on!' of the 
original experts on the Krakow issue. 
his primary interest. He ht1s authorrd 
fleveral articles on thk subjrct and has 
won the Lukine; Award on two O<'ca­
si-On.s for his Krakow re-earch eollrrtion. 

JAMES P . MAZEPA, Dirertor 
,Jim is 39 and lives with his wife 

Jean and their two children in Oak 
Park. A Clinical Social Worker .bv pro­
fe.ssion, he i~ the Dir('{'tor of Family 
Psychiatry at Mirhael Rre,;e Hospital 
in Chicago, and tin As.sistant Clinic'.11 
Professor at the University of Chica-
11:0. He has been a Polomt;; memhe:­
for nine ye.ari; and ha.~ scn:ed a!< ~('{'­
retary for !leven of tho~e years. He is 
a member of many philatelic Ol'lZan­
ization.s including the Collector's Club 
of Chic!lgo, the American Philateli,· 
Society, the APS Writers' 'C'nit, the 
Chicago Philatelic Society, the Poli!<h 
Philatelic Society of Canada, Pol,:ki 
Zwiazek Filatelistow, Bnti.sh Society of 
Ru.~sian Philately, ROSSICA, the 
Ukrainian Philatelic Society, the Amer­
ican Air Mail Society, and others. 
Jim':,; primary philatelic interest i-. 
the po,rtal hktory of Eastern Europe 

• with empha.~« on Poland. He i<i also 
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intere,;ted in philatelic writing and ·re­
"earch, Poland to 1!)3!J, and the aero­
philat<>lic postal history of Poland. HI' 
ha.-; received thr!'e Polpex Grand 
Awards and many Mtional gold rncd­
ils. lie has exhibited internationally. 
and received Vermeil and Silver medal,­
in four exhibitions, in addition to two 
special awarci~. He hn.~ rontrihutrd 
articles to several phihtelic publica­
tion.,, and he is a member of the plan­
nin11; committee for the international 
exhibition to be held in Chicago m 
1986. 
ALFRED SZEBEL, Dir('{'tor 

Fred, who is now 5.3, and his wife 
Wanda s<>nt their only daughter off to 
roll~e !a!;t year. By profe,;.-,ion he i;; 
an accountant. He is an honorarv mem­
ber of Polonu.«, which he • joined 
twenty-eight years ago, and an honor­
ary member of Club Polonica in War­
saw. He 1s a member of the Chicago 
Philatelic Society. th!' Space Cnit of 
the ATA, and tlw International Air 
Mail Collectors Soeietv of Berlin. Hi, 
rollertmg intere.,ts eenirr itround po«t­
al history, Poli,-h fieldpost, Space, and 
Occupations of Poland. He ha"' re­
ceived the Grand Award at Polp<>x 60, 
and many other award" for his <·olle<·­
tions at the local, national, and inter­
natioll'.ll le,·el. Fred has been an of­
ficer of the Soeiel\· in one capacity or 
another sm<·P 19/li, "cn·ing as pre,.;­
ident for these• last three war,-. He i« 
rei;pon"ible for many ,-ucrC:..,-fnl Polpex 
exhibition.~. and cspec111lh· for the 
la!'lZe downtown exhibitions in '73, '76, 
and '79. 11~ talents extend also to th,, 
de.-,ignmg of a number of Polpex med­
als and souvenir sheets. Hie; vL-,it.-< and 
continual contacts with collectors in 
Poland have i,;en·ed to ;;trengthen tic,­
w1th philatelists there. He i., a frequent 
contributor to the Bulletin, and he rep­
re.-,ents Polonu., with a smile in many 
philatelic circles. He i-, abm ., meml-ll'r 
of the planning committee for the in­
ternational exhibition to be held in 
Chicago in 1986. 
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Fig. 1 - Largest known multi!)le of Poland No. 1. Printed on white 
wove paper. The frame is printed in blue, the centre and 
underprint in red. Gum was applied by hand. 

Courtesy Dr. L. P. Kozakiewicz, Chicago 

POLAND, THE EARLY ISSUES T D 1920 
Dr. M. A. KAMIENSKI (RPSC 8995) 

The Kingdom of Poland, by the middle 
of the XVIIth century, had become one 
of the most powerful and civilized states 
of Ea.stern Europe, a bastion against the 
barbarian forces from the East. 

Th e first primitive arrangements 
which could constitute the beginning of 
a postal service are recorded in the reign 
of King Boleslaw Chrobry (992 - 1025). 
This king: "turned over to the cities, 
the forwarding of messages previously 
arranged by Corvee" (forced labour 
with little or no recomper.ce). A postal 
service in our sense of the term, was 
first organized by King Sigismund 
August in 1558. He assigned to PROS­
PER PROVANA an Italian: "The privi­
lege of setting up and conducting a postal 
service for the exchange of letters be 
tween tht• cili<'!> of Krakow and Venice' 
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!A powerful city republic at the time). 
Four years later, CHRISTOPHER TAXIS 
of the famous Thurn and Taxis Family 
look over this task. He received 1500 
thalers per year and was obliged to 
carry lhP royal mall without charge. He 
was permitted to accept private mail al 
six groszy for letters up to half an ounce. 

King Stefan Batorv. at the city of 
Niepolomicc on January 2, 1583 issued 
the following decree: 

"Since We recognize the u,efulness 
of the Postal Service which our most 
renowned predecessor Sigismund Au• 
gu,t introduced, we assign this ser­
vice to th<• Florentine nobleman, SA 
BASTIAN MONTELUPI and his ne• 
phew VALERIUS, whose fitne!>S for 
this work has already been shown. 
W<' assign to t hPm, all postal routes. 
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Fig. 2 - Sosnowlec Local issue. Litho'd in sheets of 42 stamps, red on 
white paper. The va lue not shown to gain German approval. 
The cance lle r incorporated the 3 kopek denomination. Issued 
24.Vll.1916 lasted only two weeks. 

which they shall maintain at their 
own expense under the condition that 
on the route from Krakow to Venice, 
they shall maintain enough relays of 
horses so that the couriers shall be 
able to make the journey and return 
in 15 days. We decree that the service 
shall be twice monthly. The postal 
officials employed in Our service, are 
required to wear Our badges of rank 
and Our crest on their clothing. 

We assign the directorship of 
Postal Service to this SEBASTIAN 
MONTELUPI and his nephew VALE­
RIUS, for five years beginning Febru­
ary 15, 1583 with a salary of 1000 
Polish gulden which shall be paid to 
them out of Our treasury at Krakow. 

We establish four Polish groszy as 
the fee for private letters which are 
entrusted to the Postal Service with­
out regard to the distance from which 
the letter is sent (note the drop in 
postal rates). 

We exempt from the payment of 
this fee the Holy Orders of the Fran­
ciscans, Bernhardines, Dominicans, 
Augustines and Carmelites. We de­
sire that their letters shall be accepted 
by the Postal Service without charge". 

Succeeding monarchs expanded the 
postal arrangements. In 1647 the feudal 
corvee system was abolished and a spe­
cial quarter m o n e y tax was im-
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posed for the maintenance of the Postal 
System. An edict of 1659 calls upon 
the cities and villages: "To pay to the 
postmasters the quarter money of 
!he couriers for past a n d immediate 
future periods." 

Important steps towards establishing 
regulated communications were made 
during the reign of King Stanislaus 
August. In 1764, postal stations were 
set-up along t h e important highways, 
regulations for carrying the mail, postal 
rates and the conduct of postilions were 
published. "The importance of a well 
organized, postal service as a govern­
ment establishment of general utility is 
recognized, it has to be developed with­
out too great a cost to the people", reads 
a government decree. Mail service was 
brought to notable heights of develop­
ment, as mentioned in the travel ac­
counts of foreigners who visited Poland 
at the time. 

The XVIlith century saw a succession 
of weak and incompetent rulers in Po­
land. Her neighbours at the same time 
were embarking on policies of territorial 
expansion. In 1795, Russia, Prussia and 
Austria occupied and eventually parti­
tioned the country. Poland disappeared 
from the map of Europe for the next 
123 years. 

The CONGRESS OF VIENNA in 1815 
attempted in some measure to restore 
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Europe's boundaries tu pre-Napoleonic 
times. The Congress created the KJNG­
DOM OF POLAND out of the lands taken 
by Russia, with Czar Alexander l of 
Russia as King. In essence the KING­
DOM was a vassal state of Czarist Russia 
with some automony. 

This very short historical sketch is 
necessary to understand the many dif­
ferent and apparently foreign stamps 
which subsequently were valid on Polish 
soil. Poland did not regain independ­
ence until 1918. 

In 1858 Russian Postal Stationery 
was modified for use in the King 
dom of Poland. The inscription was now 
in both the Polish and Russian langu 
ages. In September of that year. the 
supervision of postal service in the 
Kingdom of Poland was put into the 
hands of the Governor and Council of 
State. A decree published in circular 
No. 13 1859 of the Polish Postal Ad­
ministration, dated December 14, 1859 
reads: 

"In accordance with the transfer of 
the Postal Administration of the King­
dom of Poland to the direction of His 
Highne~s. the Governor-Duke and the 
Council of State of the Kingdom on 
September l. 1858. the Postal Admini­
stration has contacted the (Russian) 
State Commission for Receipts and 
Finances concerning the issuance of 
po\tage .,tamps and stamped en\'(•J 
opes for single letters. which shall rr­
place those now provided b:, the 
Russian Postal Departmrnt. 

The Commission ha~ now informed 
the Postal Department that such 
sta mps and envelopes, which show the 
co~t of arms of the Kingdom, arc 
ready. 

On receipt of t h e new postage 
stamps and stamped envelopes from 
the State Commission. the Postal 
Administration will supp ly them with­
out delay. to the main post office in 
Warsaw as well as the po!>t offices and 
postal agencies of the Kingdom. al.so 
give instructions for their is.suanrt• on 
January I. 1860. At the same time 
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Fig. 3 - Warsaw printing for NORTH­
ERN Poland, released S.Xll.1918 in 
eleven values. Use of the basic Ger• 
mania stamp by two countries is 
noteworthy. 

remaining stocks of Russian stamps 
and stamped envelopes shall be re­
turned to the Postal Department. 

The public may have on hand some 
quantities of Russian stamps and 
stamped envelopes purchased previ­
ously at the post offices and postal 
agencies. therefore. a period of three 
months is allowed for lL~ing up these 
postage stamps and envelopes. They 
will be demonitized on April 1, 1860. 
After March 31. no letters franked 
with Rus.sian stamps or in Russian cn­
\'elopc~ shall be aCC<'Pt<'d.'' 

Thus Poland's first adhesive cam<' into 
being. It was a copy of the first Ru.•sian 
stamp. differ ing only in colour and by 
having the Polish eagle in the shield. 
The Polish inscription ZA LOT KOP. 10, 
(for hal f an ounce 10 Kopek) was also 
added below the coal of arms, Fig. I. 
The stamp was used only on internal 
mail ::.nd for letters lo Russia proper. 
Foreign correspondence required pay­
ment m cash and such letters were for­
warded stampless with only a sending 
post mark. 

The· stamp was printed by letter press 
at the Government Printing Bureau in 
Warsa\\. A new two colour press. in-
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vented by Abraham Szta!Cel was used. 
It printed both colours without changing 
the paper from one press to another. 
It printed at the then fantastic speed of 
120 sheets per hour and counted the 
sheets printed! Each sheet consisted of 
four blocks of 25 stamps separated by 
vertical and horizontal gutters. The total 
issue was three million stamps in several 
printings over a period of years. On April 
13, 1865 the remaining 208,515 stamps 
were destroyed by the Russian authori­
ties when they withdrew the issue. Rus­
sian stamps were re-introduced and con­
tinued in use until the outbreak of 
World War I. 

During this time, 345 post offices and 
postal agencies were opened in the King­
dom of Poland. Each received a four 
ring cancelling device with its number in 
the centre, Warsaw was No. 1. 

The insurrection of 1863 failed, in re­
prisal the Czar revoked the autonomy of 
the Kingdom of Poland a n d from it 
created the TRANS-VISTULA PROVINCE 
of the Russian Empire. The Poles re­
ferred to this territory as t h e CON­
GRESS KINGDOM. 

The lands occupied by Prussia and 
Austria became integral provinces of 
those countries and their regular stamps 
were obligatory. Only the town name 
cancellations indicated that the areas 
were formerly Poland. 

The Austrian Crown Prince was as­
sasinated at Sarajevo June 28, 1914. 
Austria declared war on Russia July 29. 
Three days later, Russia was at war 
with Germany. France was invaded 
August 2nd. 

The German armies advanced east­
ward into the CONGRESS KINGDOM. 
On May 12, 1915, Germany issued a series 
of five stamps for civilian use in the 
newly conquered territory. These were 
GERMANIA stamps of the 1906-11 series 
overprinted in old English style type 
with the words RUSSISCH POLEN. The 
values were 3, 5, 10, 20 and 40 Pfenig. 
All mail to and from the Congress King­
dom was routed through the city of 
Poznan where the Military Censor aureau 
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was established. A boxed rubber stamp 
GEPRUFT ZU BEFORDERN! 
UBERWACIIUNGSOFFIZIER POSEN 
(Censored, for Delivery! 
Supervising Officer Pozan) 

was applied to all such mail. 
The German occupied portion of the 

Congress Kingdom was later given the 
n a me GENERAL GOUVERNEMENT 
WARSCHAU. When the name-change 
took place, new O\·erprints reading GEN. 
GOUV. WARSCHAU, again on the re­
gular Germania issues, were released 
August 1, 1916. (Fig. 3, but without 
the surcharge 5 POCZTA POLSKA which 
comes later). The issue contained eleven 
values from 2½ to 60 Pfenig. The stamps 
were valid to the end of the war. 

The postal region POSTGEBIET OB.­
OST embraced the Baltic countries and 
the Russian province of Grodno (north 
eastern Poland). It was established by 
the German Army of Occupation in 
Kaunas, January 15, 1916. The OB.-OST 
Post was under the jurisdiction of the 
Area Commander a n d did not come 
under the Reichspost. It was a military 
organization designed to serve the occu­
pational authorities and the civilian 
population. Germania stamps were 
again used for the overprint POSTGE­
BIET OB.-OST (postal command, eastern 
territory) for use in this area. The set 
contained twelve values 2½ Pfenig to 1 
mark. The postal censor was in Konigs­
berg, East Prussia. 

Evidence of the area's postal independ­
ence is the fact that General Ludendorff, 

IN MEMORIAM 
HENRY ZEBROWSKI 

We were !'orr~· to l<'arn of thP 
passin~ of Henry Zehrow!-ki, Sec­
ret:iry and Editor of the Polish 
POW Study Group . ..\Ir. 2ebrowski 
was a member of Polonus pnor to 
becoming '.lctive with the POW 
Study Group, and supplie<I us with 
many articles which were puhh~hed 
m the 1~olonU8 Bulletin. 
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Supreme Commander of the eastern 
front, ordered a special stamp to be used 
in the city and environs of BIALYSTOK. 
Civilians in this area were permitted to 
use a specially prepared postal card to 
send short messages to their relatives in 
neutral countries a n d even to enemy 
territory. On payment of 25 Pfenig, the 
Bialystok stamp was affixed to this 
special card by the postal clerk who had 
lo sign his name across the face of the 
stamp as a control measure lo prevent 
abuse of the service. The stamp showed 
the city crest in the centre and BRIEF­
VERMITTELUNG at the top (letter ex­
change office) and BIALYSTOK at the 
bottom with a black overprint 25 pfennig. 
The stamp first appeared August 11, 
1916, it was printed in blocks of four. 
Later the rate was increased to 1 mark. 

Simultaneously with the northern part 
of the Congress Kingdom being oc­
cupied by the German army, the south­
ern part of the Kingdom was taken 
over by th e Auslro-Hungarian forces. 
The Austrians designated the conquered 
lands, GENERAL GOUVERNEMENT 
LUBLIN. However, no special postage 
stamps were issued as the K.u.K. FELD­
POST issues were used in all countries 
occupied by their armies. 

The primary function of the German­
Austrian military postal service was to 
deliver official correspondence. Never­
theless, it did bring civilian mail to the 
closest County Seat. The army had 
no facilities for iL~ further distribution, 
this was left to local civilian authorities. 
A fee was collected to defray costs of 
local delivery, a very cumbersome opera­
tion. A number of municipalities issued 
local stamps to facilitate the coJlection of 
this additional tariff, fig. 2. Warsaw 
because of its population, had valid 
reasons for a local postage. However, 
one may safely assume that feelings of 
Polish patriotism, coupled with liberal 
doses of philatelic connivance assisted 
at the "christening" of most local issue.~. 
In any event, the tendency was lo pro­
duce the stamps first and then try to 
convince the hated invaders of the need 
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Fig. 4 - The KRAKOW OVERPRINTS 
issued 20.1.1919 consisted of 20 val­
ues for regular mail, 5 newspaper 
and 12 postage due stamps. This is 
the "Thin" variety, position No. 19. 

for them. The military refused to con­
firm the issues and most were valid for 
only short periods. The Warsaw locals 
lasted the longest with twelve issues of 
two basic stamps from September 23, 
1915 to October 19, 1916. There is no 
denying that local issues were used on 
genuine mail, but most covers have to be 
considered as being philatelic. 

Postal History buffs have a field day 
with the material available from this 
fascinating period. Two examples will 
serve as illustrations. Within the last 
twenty years, a little known phase of 
NAVAL OPERATIONS has come to light. 
In 1914 a fleet of r iver gun-boats was 
put into operation on the Vistula and 
Bug Rivers. The former was the WEIS­
CHELFLOTILLE with local headquarters 
at Krakow, under the jurisdiction of the 
K.u.K. KREIGSMARINE (Imperial and 
Royal War Fleet, at POLA on the Adri­
atic Sea. The K.u.K. BUGFLOTILLE was 
strangely enough, organized and under 
the command of the Fourth Austrian 
Army and not the Navy. These gun­
boats aL~o served as transports for men 
and material and helped to relieve the 
congested railway system. Each ship and 
shore establishment had its individual 
identifying rubber stamp for mail, no 
postage was required. The letters were 
forwarded by regular post from the 
nearest river landing. German Forces 
carried on a similar operation on the 
northern reaches of the Vistula River 
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Fig. 5 - First ORIGINAL design for Polish postwar stamps. The poor 
quality glue provided at the 9ost offices soaked through and 

tended to spoil the stamp. "goitre" variety, position No. 2. 

with probable headquarters al Warsaw. 
Very little information is available even 
in military archives about these fresh­
water establishments. 

The second example is l h e FffiST 
INTERNATIONAL AffiMAIL SERVICE 
in the world, inaugurated on a regular 
schedule March 31, 1918. Several flights 
daily covered the route: Vienna - Krakow 
- Lwow (Lemberg) - Kiev, lo the end of 
hostilities. Civilian mail was also car­
ried to Krakow and Lwow, but only 
official mail went on lo Kiev. The rate 
was 8 heller for postcards and 15 heller 
for letters, these were later raised to 10 
and 20 heller respectively. The air mail 
fee was an additional one kronen, plus 
1.50 kronen per 20 grams for each leg 
of the journey. For example, the mini­
mum cost of a letter from Vienna to 
Lwow via Krakow would be four kronen 
fifteen heller. Austrian two and three 
kronen stamps were surcharged FLUG 
POST with new values 1.50 a n d 2.50 
kronen. The four kronen gray was over­
printed FLUGPOST. Covers with the 
full set of three air mail stamps are 
usually philatelic. Genuine letters with 
the correct rate in flugpost stamps while 
not scarce are not plentiful either. 

The Armistice in November 1918 
brought independence to Poland and uni­
fication of the three parl<; previously 
under foreign domination. Each of the 
areas had during one hundred and 
twenty three years of separation, devel­
oped along the line.<; of the occupying 
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power. The differences in language, 
social customs, currency, civil adminis. 
tration, law etc., added tremendous con­
fusion to the post-war chaos. Th e 
TREATY OF VERSAILLES set out to 
delineate the frontiers of Central Eur­
ope. Boundary disputes arose with Po­
land's various neighbours. During the 
next eighteen months numerous local, 
provisional, plebiscite and foreign issues 
of stamps appeared to satisfy postal re­
quirements until such time a~ conditions 
stabilized and an original adhesive could 
be produced. 

Steps were taken to activate a NA­
TIONAL POSTAL SYSTEM with Polish 
adhesives, but the mails could not wait 
until new stamps could be designed and 
printed. In the northern half of the 
country, cxsiting stocks of GER~fANIA 
stamps and stamps overprinted GEN. 
GOUV. W ARSCHAU left by the retreat­
ing Germans. were surcharged with new 
values and the words: POCZTA POLSKA 
(Polish Post), with lines obliterating the 
German text, fig. 3. Three differently 
·'esigned surcharge.<; eventually made 
their appearance. originating in the 
cities of Warsaw. Poznan and Gniezno. 

Austrian stamps were also overprinted 
POCZTA POLSKA for use in the south. 
Again three different overprintings were 
in me consecutively. Thev originated 
in Lublin and Krakow. Th c famous 
KRAKOW OVERPRINTS containing Po 
land's rarest stamps, are from this 
period. Fig. 4. All the provisional 
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issues sold out very quickly causing seri­
ous shortages of postage. The Polish 
Liquidation Committee !or the south, or­
dered a stamp with a new design in 
February 1919. A conflict of jurisdic­
tion developed between the Committee 
and the newly formed Ministry of Post 
and Telegraphs in Warsaw. The stamps 
were eventually released in March, but 
were valid only to the end of May. The 
new set contained values from 2 heller 
to l kronen, lithographed in eleven col­
ours, fig. 5. The sheets contained one 
hundred stamps on a yellow wood pulp 
paper, imperforated and without gum. 
Many commercial firms found it expedi­
ent to have the s tamps perforated priv­
ately. 

A very ingenious method of unifying 
the postal system for the whole country 
was now devised. Th e next issue of 
s tamps contained twelve values in five 
designs, two small size and three large 
stamps. The issue was released simul-

taneously in northern and southern Po­
land; however. the colours and monitary 
values were dif!erent- Pfenig/ marks in 
the north and hcller / kronen in the 
south. A year later, on February 1, 1920, 
the whole country changed to the P!cnig/ 
mark system and the kronen issue was 
withdrawn. The present groszy/zloty 
monetary system was introduced in 1924 
after a period of inflation. 

Plebiscites were held in Upper and 
Lower Silesia, Marienwerder and Allen­
stein. Provinsional plebiscite s tamps 
were in use in these areas. In the east, 
WESTERN UKRAINE laid claim to cer­
tain territory around Lwow and issued 
its own stamps. In the north-east, Li­
thuania issued stamps for lands which 
later became part of Poland. CENTRAL 
LITHUANIA was a short lived pseudo­
independent territory with a massive 
stamp production ,eventually uniting 
with Poland. The frontiers were finally 
stabilized in 1923. 

Reprinted from the CANADIAN PHILATELIST, Journal of the 
Royal Phi latelic Society o f Canada, Vol. XXI, No. 1 

NEW BULLETIN AO PRICES 
.\ s of the Board ~Iretm)!; of .July 11. 

J 9Nl, prir-C>:- for :ub in the Polon11~ B11l­
let m have bc('n inc rc:1.~cd to : 

Sfi0.00 for a full page 
$.'30.00 hr a h;,lf page 
820.00 for a quarter ))'.Iii:" 

IlhL•tration,- and exc·c•ssi\·c c·opv al'(' 
suhj«,ct to rxtra charge. :-¼>n·l copy \\'it h 
rheck to <'<litor. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
,\1emhers who <"hange their a.cldrc,., 

:ire asked to notify us nnmcdiately. 
Failure to do so is <·1>,;1111µ: the .'ol'il't~· 
unnC'Ce-.~ary expen.sr. Please mail the no­
tice to Al Rvhar,-k1, P.O. Box R2, Rivrr 
Gro\·e, IL H0l71. 
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TIO BITS 
G.O. Zedlttz won a ~ilvc-r medal for 

hi., "WWT \\'arsaw Lo<·al P· ~t rndrr 
Gennan Oc·c-11rwtion'' at \~E~TPEX '"0 
he!d in ~an Fr·uwi:-<'o. Califorma. 

The LITII PEX XX Philatc-hr Exhib­
ition is to he hrld (ktoher 2,5-2fi in Ch1-
r-ago, Tl hnors. 

Dr. :\-1. Kamienski r<>rPivPd a Verme1I 
for hL~ Krako\\' exhibit at t he Xrw Del­
hi , India international <>xhihit10n. 

The Chicago Philatrli<" RorJPt v will 
11,r it, 200 new aluminum 16-page 
frame., at their 94th Annual Xati·:>n:tl 
Exhibition Oct . 31-Xov. 2 at thr down­
town Exp<)('enter. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
THE KINGDOM OF POLAND: Poland No. 1 and Associated Postal 
History by Miroslaw Bo-Janowicz published by the Royal Philateli c 
Society of London, 1979. 

Thr lonj!'.-awmterl p11hhcat10n of 1h1,­
ll'ork hy our English member ~fr 
Bojanowic•;r, 11111,-t be C"onsirlererl the 
m'.ljor Poli,h philall.Jic· ('\'ent of 1 he 
yC'ar. TllC' last in-depth ,tuch' of Po­
land # l \\'a,- th,11 of l'olan,k1 and 
R::rhmano\' writtrn in 10:1:1, and. :i t 
la,-t, [, llltlC'h-nrrrlc•cl ,equc•l to that im­
portanr yet ,:aterl information ha, 
r·orr.P. qmte :1ppropr1atC'ly, it ha, hren 
a11tho1 . I by ~Ir. BoJ:1110,,·JC•z, who ha,-
11.c forc•mo,t rollC'r·ti Ill of thr Klll~rlom 
of Poland; a c·ollN·t10n wlrn·h ha, rP-
1 e1\·c•d t hr ( :ra ncl Prix in Poznan in 
l!lfiO ancl th" C:ra:d Prix rl'Honnr11; 
111 B11rl:q>P,t in J!Jli:l. In addithn, 1t 
ha, rrc·Pi\'<"d man,· otlwr ,mall and 
l-ira;<' !'.old medal~ in intrrn·1tional ex­
l11hitio1" land, T 011j!'.ht to mPntion. a 
Polonu, Grand .\ward). In lflfili. ,:\Ir. 
Bnjan w1rz w,,, inYitrd to sign the 
Roll of Disting11i,.hrd Philatelists 
I RDP) of thp J>hilatelir C'ongre<s of 
( :rpa t Britalll , whirh i, onC' of I hr 
highrst honor,- a philatC"h,t c·an rrrPi\'P. 
H<' 1, al,o an llonor'.tT\ ~Jeml>('r of 
thr Polonus Philat<'lic· :,;oc·1Ny. 

Thr ho,,k is in large format of o\·C'f 
I 70 pagP., 1·on,i,tm2 of 1 i c·hapt<'~, ,I 
1·olor r,htr,, and :lfi photo platr,. Tlw 
fir,-t fo11r r·haptPrs arr an introd1w­
tion, ,o to 'f)('ak, to t hC' fir,t ,tamp 
;, nd di, c-11,, t lw C';trh· po,t:d h1,tory of 
l'olanrl, showing ·1 letter rarrierl h\' 
\fontf'lupi from Krakow in l .')li!l and 
a Ho\,d lf'tt!'T from Jfi:i:i. Following 
·1 ,:i:Pnf'r:tl di,r11,"ion of t hP Parlir,t 
111k1•d mark, of thr Kingdom :inr! thC' 
,apolronir period, a ~paratP rhaptrr 
1, dC',·otrd to thP mark, of Kr·lkow 
: nd \rar,a1,·. Tlw inc·lu,ion of the 
platf' m AppPnrhx I a:- "'\apolC'omr 
Prriod" mark, m1,e;ht, however, con­
fu,e reader, hy ,-ugge,tin,e; th~'t' wel't' 
11,rd during thr period of :\'apolronir 
pre,ence in Poland when, m fact, they 
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al'!' thr first "Pnc~ of po:-t•1I markinis 
of the ( Rw,,ian I Kingdom of Poland 
m J,1;15. 

.\n Px<·rllrnt <·l1apter on po,.;tal sta­
t1onen· follows with dC'tails of the , t. 
PetNshur,e; C'nYelope 11,pr! in \\·ar:-aw 
and th<• War,aw proYi,ional ,tationery 
of I ',,50. ThP rPJ?:11l ar issue of 1860. 
l,oth thr :{ k<>J)('ck W:1r,-;1w local aml 
the· JO kopec·k ,e;PnPral issur, al'(' de­
srrihed :t" are for,e;erie., of all t hr sta­
tior.ery issur,. 

The next e1,e;ht rhapter, focus on 
t hP adhe.-ive 1s,11c, hc,e;inninJ?: with the 
Ru"1an ,tamps introduced in 1 ,5 to 
J',f>O, and this i, followrd hy thP heart 
of thr work, the treati;;e on Poland 
# l. E\'Pry as pert of # 1 j .. desrrihed 
11(',e;innin,e; with thP onglllal cloruments 
of thr postal authontie,, a <let'lilecl 
anal,·,1, of the printinJ?:, inrludin,e; dirs, 
paper anrl ,e;11m, anrl rli,tnh11t10n. )fr. 
Bojanowirz suJ?:gests that thPrC' was on­
ly one prmt mg of # 1 and that the 
differcnre., in shade occur from thr 
npecl t-0 re-ink the platP. As the !-'heets 
,,·rre starked for stor•1,e;e a nd d1stnbu-
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tion, certain shade; would naturally 
tend to appear in certain years. The. 
author goes on to discus.-; varieties, 
flaws, the "retouched plate,;," and the 
imperforate varieties of which six co­
pi.es, all reproduc·ed, are recorde:1. An 
exciting chapter on the progre.-;,; in 
phting "# 1 i,; followed by a disctL--sion 
of fakes and for11;eries of the stamp. 

The remainder of the work di~cW::-;e,; 
the canc·ellations found on #1, and 
include, much original re:---earch hy Mr. 
Bojanowicz. ~fost noteworthy is his 
11tudy of the railroad mark~ of the 
J)f'riod of # 1 an,[ their suhsequent u~e 
on Rtt-;sian stamps. Examples of nil 
the known cancelbtion.s are sh?wn on 
oriJz;inal letters, and this, I believe, i~ 
one of the highlights of the hook. Th<> 
book also abound~ in maps, and, to the 
author's credit. he includes the srh<'"ll· 
atic maps of the 2R postal district , 
originally found in the Polanski and 
Rachmanov hook. Tnrluded is a listine: 
of the Poli.sh offic-es, both alph'lhetic-
31Jy :ind numericnll~·. which i,; ron­
cluded with a rarity ratio~ of th0 of­
fice- as found on hoth # 1 and Clo 

Ru._'-'l'ian stamp.,;. This is the fir,;t rn.-it\• 
ratinit attempted, and it will have u : 
all sc11rryin11; to our rollertions to l'<e<' 
which of our cancels are the sc•ircest 
:md if we have one of the "unknown" 
cancels. 

J t i!< difficult to find much to critic­
iz<>, hut ~me minor editorial slips rl<>­
tract from the overall ple:i!<:lnt prc-
8entation. The hook abound~ in pho­
to~ and manv hlow-11p:<. e,;peciallv of 
the varieties of # 1, but some of the 
photos suffer from heill1l: too dark and 
thus difficult t-0 view. I would havr 
liked to sec more color plate;;, but I 
am certain rost was :i factor here, 

The book is a te;timonial to the ef­
forts of a devoted philatelist who ~ 
willing to share his knowledge with 
others. a fact long known to me 
through my corre,;pondencr with him 
over the years. Thi,; hook is an e,;."en-

• tial reference work for students of 

Eastern European philately, and will 
no doubt become a clas.,ic in the field. 

' The 'book i~ :wailable from the author 
11.t 40 We,t Hill, Wembly Park, Mid­
dle,ex, England. Co.,t is 30 Pounds 
Sterling, edition limited to 500 num­
bered copies. 

-.James Mazepa 

NEW ISSUES 
Olympics set 

Poland relea~d u set of four stampi-
3nd souvenir :;heet rerently calling at­
tention to the Mo,cow and Lake Pla­
cid Olympic,;, reports ARS Polona of 
Warsaw. Designed by Jacek Brodow­
_sk1, the 2 zloty shows the equetltrian 
<>vent; 2.,50 zl. archery; 650 zl. biath­
lon; 8.40 zl. volleyball; and ~ouvenir 
i-heet sheet of 10.50 + 5 zl. canoeing. 
The set w11s printed in multicolor pho­
togravure m sheets of 50 bv PWP\V 
Warn1w. Quantitits printed· are eight 
million earh of the 2 zl., 2.50 zl., and 
6.,50 zl., two million of the 8.40 zl .. 
:tnd l.l million ~ouvenir sheets. 

IN OUR MAIL BOX 
Dear Sir: 

The South Suburban Polish Ameri­
can Communitv Fair will he held m 
Calumet City, • 111. Octobcr 5th, 1980. 

I rrrently reccivrd a letter from th<> 
plannin~ director for the fair, :\fr 
Rol.!frt Sekula, and it appears my sug­
A;e;tion for a U.S.P.8. pictorial cancrl­
lation (hand st:1mp) featuring the Po­
lish E.c'lgle will be 1i,ed that day. 

Would the Polontts Philatelic Socie­
ty be interested in attending the pa­
rade, fair, and ulso promotr the ran­
cellation and salr that day? 

I will he lc3ving home within :1 

month for college so it might bc better 
if you contact the plannin11; director 
for additional information: 

Robrrt Sekula, Planning Director 
Community Development Dept. 
204 Pulaski Rood 
Calumet City, IL 60409 

-Martin .Jankowski 
--------------------
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HONORARY MEMBER ANTONI LASZKIEWICZ DIES 
Translation By FRANK WOLOSEWICZ 

Professor Antoni Laszkie\,iCz of War­
saw Univen;ity, one of the firt;t mem­
bers of POLONl'S (ro.-;ter :--o. 10), 
'.lnd also an Honorary Member elected 
m Hl65, died on April 21, 1980, in his 
76th y<>ar. 

Pr~fessor 1.:1.«zkiewirz was an excep­
tional personality, not only in scientif­
ic fields of Geoloity, but equally as 
well as an author in variow; field~ of 
Poli!'h philately. 

Profess-Or Laszkiewicz was born on 
September 28, 1904 in Cauca1,i:1. His 
parent« moved to \Varsaw, where he 
entered and graduated from Veterans 
Lvcee in War:-aw. Later he enrolled 
at the Univer:-ity of Wan-aw, and ob­
tained his doctorate in the are!l.~ of 
Min<>rolo::y and Petroe:raph~·. He was 
appointed to a staff po,-ition; and be­
caui,e of his outstnndine: !'cicntific abi­
lity. ~came an independent re,-earchcr 
at the University. 

His scientific abilities were ~n rec­
ognized and he was elected to the rank 
of a eorresponding member of the So­
cietv of Seience in 1935. It was aft.er 
the ·end of WWII that he was elect.ed 
to a full mcmben<hip of the society. 

A~ an active investigator in the 
fiel,b of Oeoloity he became a found­
ing member and officer of the Polish 
Society of Friencl« of Grology, and lat­
er elected ai: its President. 

After World W:u II he became a 
full professor (zu-yczajny) at the Uni­

versity of Warsaw, and since Hl55 h<> 
was elected to the same position at the 
Institute of Geolo,zy. 

During the Xazi Occupation, Pro­
fe;;sor La."zkiewicz conducted under­
ground cour:-e,; at univer.<ity level, and 
wa!< exposinit him~lf to the death pen­
alty, had he been apprehended by the 
Xazi Milibry Authorities. 

The professor's interest in philately 
be11;an in his early school years, and 
maintained during his entire life. As an 
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PROF. ANTONI LASZKIEWICZ 

acttYe philatelist, he became pre:;1dent 
of the Pofo,h Society of Philateli;-;t,; in 
Warsaw from 192 to 1930. 

Bcrausr of his cnthu~iai,;m. hi,- dedi­
cation to Polt~h philatelv, he was elec­
ted :1 vice-president of the Fnion of 
Polish Philatelic- So<-icties. After WWII 
he wns elcrted to the central admmis­
trative i,oard of thr Polish Union of 
Philateli.-;t:-. 

He contribute() extensively to Po­
lish philately, and wa.-. an editor of the 
handbook I KAR O .S ( Polskie Znaki 
Poczto1re). t;' pon the completion of 
t h1, monumental work he undertook 
:m eqmll~· difficult hl!ik of a study 
of Polish postmarks, which Wll$ also 
published in IKAROS. The most note­
worth,· of thrse studies was the de­
tailed analysis of the "Poli~h Adver­
t isin11: and Commemorative Poi,;tmarks" 
published in 1936. Recognition came 
quickly and he was elected as Chair­
man of the Editing Committ.ee of the 
rnion of Philatelic Societies in Poland. 

After WWII, his studies of "Postage 
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St:unvs of the Polish People; Repnh­
lic and of the Trnn.•illon Period'' was 
puhli,-hed in 1947, and a revi"ed \'~r­
sion m l!l4!l. Smee l!)f..0, he was co­
editor of thl' five rnlume,,. of Polskie 
Z,,,,t I Porzloire p11hli,..hed by RUCH. 

Prof<':',or I..a:-zkil'wirz was a prolific 
writl'r. Hnvin11: arr,,,_.__ to vast amounts 
of material, hf' authon·d over :-ixty re­
,(•.•m•h. ,ri<'ntifir. uml cultural articles, 
on ,·:irio11s phu~es of Poli.<:h philately. 
Thi, wa,- truly an 011t,tandin11: perfor­
mance, ro1i.,,iderinc; the vast re<pon.,ihi­
liti1·, due to his nr.ademic cnroor. 

In spite of his numerous responsi­
hilitie,, he did find time to ,,how frag­
mPnts of hi~ voluminous J>oJi,h col­
l(•<·t ion in various intematioual exhibi­
tions. He p:irtiripate<I in th<' Pari, 
l'HXIP. winnin~ n ,ih-<'r mecl:il in 
1!)37; rn :\.lo,.row, l!l62, award<'d fir,t 
prizf'; in B11l11:arin, 1!)63, a silver merl.­
al; in Ir/PA 196.5, abo a :-ilver mPdal. 
Twic·e h<• exhibited hi.~ <·oller.tion in 
W11r:-aw in l!l:J8, rerl'ivm11: gold medals. 

II!· fn·qt1l'ntly exhibited his roller­
tion m a non-rompc•tillve rla,,,.., hoth 
in forr111:n rountriE>,. :1111( in Poland. 

Ilf' nrt,~I :1, 11 jud~ in manv phila­
lf'lir 1•xhihitJOn., .,uc·h :•,-: Kntowire 
1!1:H; Pra1?1te W:JS; Warsa-·, 1957; 
Brno l!l,5'i; Krakow 1!)58; Bal('lf'x 
195!J; Wursaw 19f,(); Brati.,lava l!lfiO; 
War:-aw lflfi'.?; Wroclnw 100:l; Wa::-~w 
l!HH. This is the mrirk c,f ·1 trulv 1!e-
vot1•d philateli-t • 

The Council of 1 he :\hL-Pmn of Po-t 
Offi<'f' and T1•leromm11ni<'ation • electf'd 
Prof<•s,or l..:L,zkiewirz to memhen-hip 
from 1!13.'> to 1939 und from 194.5 to 
l!J4!1. r n nd,lition to t he.-e rcsoonsihil­
itie,, he serv<'d as ph1l11telir a1lvisor t,, 
the Ministry of Post, and Telegraphs 
from 1935 10 1!139. 

Honor, were he,towe<l upon tht." re­
tirinJ!: philatelist. Jn .June, l!l36, the 
Union of Poli.,h Phil:iteli.,ts in Torun 
<'lee·ted him to Honorarv :\lembcr.-h1p. 
Ile wa.,; abo elected to Honoran :\fem­
bership by: the Polish , oriety ·of Phil-

..-ateli~t, in W:ir,aw, l!Wi; 111 194') In· 
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I the Philat<'hr ~,..irty of Krakow; and 
in 194S hv the Philatelist :3oei<'lv in 
Pozn;m. l;olonus be,,towed upon· him 
Honorary :\-1entl)('rship in Septemher, 
1963 

The clc~1th of Profe,;,.,or La,-zkH'wirz 
on April 21, rnso brings to a elose an 
out,t:mclin~ philateli,· rareer. Hi.­
death i, ,.. gr<"'' lo.,, to phil:itf'ly. 

POLAPEX 80 
A ,..pt of ,ouvf'n1r enn-lopcs will he 

:n-ailahle in romw1·tion with POL.\Pf,X 
'80, the• irnnual rxhihition of the Polish 
Ph1l11tf'lir Cluh of :\.lilwaukee to })(' 
held at Ff'fler·1t1on H·1ll '.?.12,5 8. t:Jth 
St .. :\.lilw1111kc'I' Sun•lav. &-ptrmhf'r 7th. 

The• <·nvf'lope <l<'--11,?n. printed in 
sirnuhted hl:irk f'mho,,in'!. will fl'a­
t11re four Poli,h '\ohel Prill<' winners 
and a rl'plwa of the priz,•. Ff'atured 
arr :\Iarm Skloclowska C'11rie (wmnl'r 
m 1 !l03 & Hll l, r·•1h111n re,e1rrh J ; 
Ilenrv Sienki<•wirz (wmner m J!IO,'>, 
author of Quo V(J(li,Y); Wltuh-:-law Rev­
mont (winner in lfl24 mthor of The 
f'pfl.~nn!.t}; uncl I,:iac Jh,hevi, Si1111;f'r 
(winnrr rn Hlih, author of The .lfoyi­
cia11 of Lub/111). The 1•m·ploJ)f's will 
also f, •t11rr ·• simnbte<I J>0,;tmark. 

The envelope8 ure avuilable in :-rt, 
of three, frank1·d with the r. P:-, Em­
-tem, 8t1·inh<·<·k :m<l/or Wharton :1d­
hf',,;l\·r,. The prir<• i, ,t;(J <·~H'h or $1.,,0 
for the ,-et of thr<'<'. 

The 1•xhih1t1on ,oun•nir:- :ire :l\·:11!­
ahle from R \ Konowal, Box :?,'>-.'-0:.?. 
:\f1lwauh1•, \\"I :i:J225 .. \ #10 ~t:unped. 
~elf-addrr,..,rrl <•nvPlope :-hould he in­
rluded with order- for th() rrtnrn of 
the enw•lope,. ('heck.-. should he marle 
out to Poland Philatelir Club. 

..\chnission to th<• exhibition i., free. 
Hours will IX' from noon to 6:00 p.m. 

BRZEZINSKI 
?\ot onh· ,,.. there II Brzezin.,ki in 

thr White Hou,e Im,- al,o :i. po,;tma!'<ter 
in Tol('(Io, Ohl{), and another J>0,-tma~­
trr in Krakow, WLsronsin . 

-Plru•arki Post Bulleti,1 
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WHAT GOES ON AT POLONUS 
Back in 1959, our Bulletin inauit­

uratP<l a brand new column with the 
above title. This column was meant e,<­
peciaUy for our out-of-town members 
who could not be pre:-ent at our reg­
ular meetings and could not directly 
participate in our discu.,~1ons, :irgu­
ments and other activities. 

Once again we resume this column 
m order to form a better understand­
ing between •tll mM11bers. and to re­
duce the coolness created by the clis­
tance dividing u.~. At the same time, 
we'd like to hear from you. Should 
you have any philatelic problems or 
difficulties, share them. 

The n!'wly eleete·l Board of Direr­
tors, headed by our President ,John 
Bartczak, have pled~ed to cooperate 
more with all the member,;. I my,elf. 
after being lurkily relinquish!'d from 
the function of Treasurer, will hwe 
much more time to devote to ror­
respondence. My duty as Vice Pre,-i­
dent and as ::\Iembershtp Chairman i!< 
not only to increa:-e the membership 
roster, but aL'-0 to act as a link b<'­
tween the out-of-town memlx>r,,;, the 
officer", and the Chicagoland members. 

Remember, thi,, is vour f;()('ietv and 
you, the members, make it tick. Pleif.e 
do not hesitate to write us: 

Polonru; Philatelic 8oriety 
c/o Roman H. Strzelecki 
1620 X. Latrobe Avenue 
Chicngo, IL 606:3!! 

NEXT MEETING 
The next regular merting will I><' 

held on Fmlay, August 22, 1980 at 
the Pofo;h Veterans' Hall, starting 
promptly at :00 p.m. Bu!<ine,;.~ mat­
ters will take no more than 15-20 min­
ute~, after which we will start our 
program. We wrre hoping to get i-:ome 
intere;tmg S{)('akers, hut becau,;e of 
the vacation ~ea.'-On most of our phila­
telic friends are enjoying the ,zorgeoru; 
weather of the Midw~t. This meeting 
we had to improvise, so it will be a 
"Swap, Sell, Buy. or Exchange" ni,zht. 
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Jomes Mozepa, Publications Comm. 
P. 0. Box 1217, Oak Pork, IL 60304' 
Chester A. Schafer, Editor & Secretory 
864 N. Ashland, Chicago, IL 60622 

Romon H. Strzelecki, Treasurer 
1620 N. Latrobe, Chicago, IL 60639 

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non­
political Views expressed bv authors 
of articles appearing here,n do not 
necessarily express the views of the 
Polonus Philatelic Societv t 

- Annuol Dues ore $7 .SO - ~ 
,..,..,..,...~--~ 

Every member is a;;ked to brin!!; ~ome 
duplic:ite material so that wr c:•n l?"' 
a little trading action ,-tarted. and a<l-l 
material to our collrctions. 

.-\t our ~ptemlX'r 26th meetinll(, 
wr will h:1ve something special: a 
"Miniaturr Polpex Exhibit-Jr-::\1y 
Favorite Pa,zc-s." .\JI C'hirago area 
mrmbers are a,kcd to hring a few 
pagrs from thrir rollrction or fr:m 
their "shoe hox", make a ,hort pre­
sentation, or open a discu.-;.~ion. 

At our last meeting, we had an 
ad hoc di..,cussion. We all a11;rred that 
our future mretings mu~t indude more 
phihtelic cli."cu,-.sion, qurstion~, hi.-,tory, 
and re:;earch. The history and rr,ra~rh 
asp<'cts were probahly, until recent)~-. 
the most neglecte<l fi<•lds. These are 
two very important facet,; of philat<"ly. 
Most collrctor.- refl•r to <·atalogm"'. 
which only list the stamps. ''-'here can 
we find the hbtory of a postal c:ml 
or lrtt<"r? It take- digging. discus-;ion. 
and reading. 

We will also attempt to revive the 
study group., that were initiated a frw 
years ago, but have :-ince died out. 

Until the next i.ssue of the Bulletin. 
we send greetings from a bot and hu­
mid Windy City. 

-Roman H. Strzf>l!'<'ki 

PREPARE NOW FOR POLPEX 81 
Midwest area temperatures should 

be cooling down now that late i'ummer 
i,; here. You may ju.st ~tart mounting 
up that collection for POLPEX 81. 
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