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POLAND PERSPECTIVE

We still recall our first trip to Chi-
cago hack in the good old davs. We
were visiting Jack Domar, and that
evening he took us to meet Dr. Koza-
kiewicz. Doc Kozy, vou may reeall,
was one of the first collectors who
started to specialize in Poland #1. The
going price at that time was around
nine dollars. At that time, even Doe
Kozv didn't vet know there was a1
“blue eircle” variety.

Today, Poland #1 is on many want
lists and has become a subject of many
philatelic studies. The Scott eatalog
now lists it at 8550 mint and 3200
cancelled. The 1980 Ruch lhsts it at
12,000 zloty mint and 3,000 zloty ean-
celled- Youn can therefore expect to
pay up to full Scott for a very f[ine
mint copv and up to full Seott for a
very fine used copy. You will have to
agree that there has been quite an
increase in priee since Doe Kozy hegan
his collection. With the inerease in
ralue, it has become profitable for the
stamp “restorers” to repair damaged
copies. Everv copy should be examined
with a high powered magnifving gla=s
and handled with eaution. You might
even get lucky and find # copv with

15 aetually Ty

the blue eircle, which
oval around the eagle. There are also
numerous plate flaws to search [or
Prices on good covers are inereasing
much more. Good copies on clean cov-
ers will start at 8500.00 and np.
Poland’s firsi 1918, Seoft
#11/14, was originally meant to be g
Warsaw City local post, and is listed
in Ruch as M-ITI/VI existing as hoth
perf and imperf. 1980 Seott lists #11/
14 at $6.60 mint and 34.90 used. Ruch
lists it at 200 zloty mint and 130 zloty
Present retail 1= around 8570
mint and 83.70 used, =0 prices are get-
ting close to full Seott, Complete sets
of 11/14 inverted are quite rare; onl
the 10 fen is readily found. The 25 fen
overprint is alzo known on the 5 fen.
and if our information is correct, only
one sheet was known. There i< alzo &
printing variety, Po'e’zta oceurring on
each value in position 12 of the shes
Other printing flaws also exist. The

1==1ue of

nsed.

original issue without overprints is of-
ten listed in auetion catulogs as #11/
14 illli)f'r‘t‘ andd ||:|r- heen »r:]ul at HIII‘(‘:I[-
1stie prices. Based on the Ruch catalog
shonld  =ell
—Joseph Bieniecki

valuation ar 200 zlotv, 1t
for about 8600




EXPERTIZATION OF POLISH POSTAGE STAMPS

By STANLEY

Many philatelists have expressed to
me a4 need for a general article dealing
with forgeries of Polish stamps. This
collecting area is riddled with forge-
ries, which makes serious collecting of
Poland one of the most interesting
and challenging areas of philately.

Thig article is a brief summary of
the content of a book of the same
title which T am now writing.

Avoiding forgeries

Many philatelic publications on this
subject state that the best way to
avoid forgeries is 1o aequire stamps
only from reputable sources. I disa-
gree! A ‘‘reputable” dealer will not
sell a forgery fnowingly. But since
most dealers are not stamp experts,
they are able to reject only the most
obvious forgeries. Size does not guar-
antee honesty, as is illustrated by the
following example:

Some time ago [ sent a successful
bid on Poland Scott J11 to one of the
largest and best known U.S. auction
houses. It proved to be an obvious for-
gery. | returned the stamp with an
explanation and my money  Wwis
promptly refunded. Nevertheless the
next auction catalog offered the same
stamp again; undoubtedly it has been
purchased by some unsuspecting col-
lector who owns it with pride. Ad-
vertisements by large stamp compan-
iles appear daily in the Philatelic
Press offering us gemume Poland mat-
erial which exists only as forged (e.g.
imperforate issues of Zarki, or Seott
78 with an_inverted overprint, or full
sets of “Luki Szlacheckie” overprints
of 1044). Tt must be stressed that
some stamp dealers, particularly those
who specialize in a small colleeting
area, know their wares ressonahlv
well and do their hest to proteet their
eustomers. European (but not US.)
stamp auctions also are generally care-
ful to avoid counterfeits.
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Another way to avoid forgeries is
through experts’ signatures on stamps
or covers. Most of those expertization
marks. though, are meaningless. The
marks of well-known experts are very
often forged, sometimes in a most de-
ceptive way as illustrated in Fig. 1.
Sometimes the reliability of the expert
i5 in question. For example, Krakow
issues with the signature “Berest™” are
often forged; the rubber stamps “Fil-
atelja Krakow” or “Filatelja Lwow"”
oeeur on both genuine and forged Pe-
lish stamps.

Somewhiut more reliable ix an auth-
oritative “certificate of authenticits”
with photographie identification, but
even  these altered forged,
Fuke A.P.S. certificates are often more
tleceptive  than the forgeries which
thev deseribe.

exist or

The most reliable wayv to avoid ue-
quiring forgeries 15 the opinion of a
qualified expert each time a stamp or
cover changes hands. Such an opinion
should not be restricted to a state-
ment that the item is “genuine” or
“forged” but should include the evid-
ence on which the opinion iz based.
For example, in the case of a genuine
Krakow issue stamp with typographie
overprints, their position in the ap-

Figure 1. Genuine (left) and forged
(right) expertization marks of Prof, Mik-
stein. While most other forgeries of Mik-
stein’s signature deviate from the ori-
ginal this particular forgery cannot be
distinguished. It is placed on the reverse
of an obvious forgery of J 3 (overprint
height 9.75 mm!) and thus could not
have been imprinted by Prof. Mikstein
by mistake. (Compare e.g. with “"Polonus
Bulletin’’ 1949, J. Gapinski and F. E.
Wolosewick, p. 73-4).

Polonus Bulletin, Sept.-Oct.

1980



plicable overprint plate must be given.
Thiz may seem difficult, but it is the
only wav to be reasonably sure that
an  imvestment 1= not being  wasted.
Considering the high value of some
rire items. the cost and inconvenience
of expertization are negligible,

Expertization Procedures

The expertization i= only as good
as the knowledge, skill and experience
of the examiner. Regardless of the dif-
ferent wordines =tated in cerfificates
of authenticity, what the examiner
really does i to cheek all eriteria
known to him against those of similar
items known to be genuine. In addi-
tion he examines possible alterations
(eg. repairs, removed eancellation, re-
gumming, reperforation ete.). This of
course requires n thorough familiarity
with the material based on experience
and knowledge of the literature. For-
tunately a voluminous and high qua-
litv body of literature exists in the
area of Poland philately. Most of the
important works, though, are written
in Polish and are not easily accessible
to most Americans. Some important
literature, for example hack issues of
the “Polonus Philatelic Society Bulle-
tin” and most works of Professor 8.
Mikstein is also available in English or
in German respectively. Trying to de-
velop eriteria for expertization with-
out relving on previous work by others
ix impossible. Beware of “experts” who
check stamps “hy intuition” or who
invent expertization eriteria on the
spot! As in the sciences, the literature
must. be studied critically and with a
grain of salt; some books and articles
contain wrong information (e.g. “For-
geries of Poland Overprint Issues” (in
CGerman) by Herman Stallberg). Tt is
up to the student of Polish philately
to learn how to separate the wheat
from the chaff, but it ean be accom-
plished only through experience and
diligent study.

While knowledge is the basis of
stamp expertization, it must be sup-
plemented in two ways:

1. Material for comparison

Very few stamps ean be experiized
without being compared directly with
other stamps known to be genuine.
For example to suecessfully expertize
stamps of the Krakow issue (Scott 41-
60, J1-J12 and P1-P5) sheets (whole
or reconstructed) of the typographic
overprint forms [ and II and at least
several large blocks of the lithographie
overprint forms are needed. It 1= alo
desirable to have sheets or large blocks
of the several derivatives of the form
IT and sheets representing both early
and late printings of all forms because
the deseriptions and illustrations in
the literature are as vet insufficient
for reliable plating,

2, Instruments and gadgets

a. A good measuring magnifier which
measures distance with 005 mm.
are made by Bauseh & Lomb
aumong others.

b. A “continuous” perforation gauge:
a very good one is “Instanta’™ made
by Stanley Gibbons, England (pat-
ent. 573065).

¢. A transparent circle gauge to mea-
sure dinmeters of circles (e.g. ean-
cellations) where only a part is
visible: T do not know of one on
the market, and made my own set
myself,

d. An ultraviolet lamp: a must for
checking tvpes of inks and papers,
as well as for detecting alterations
and repairs.

e. A color chart: the best one is avail-
uble from the U.S. National Bur-
eau of Standards,

f. A watermark detector: available
from any philatelic supply dealer.

g. A microscope: it should have mug-
nifieations of about 20X and 100X.
In addition, there are sophistieated

tools and techniques which are oecca-
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sionally of great value. Some of these | these require all the skill and know-

are: soft x-rays, Rutherford backsecat-
tered electrons, flicker comparators
(borrowed from astronomy), paper
thickness gauges, and infrared sean-
ning spectrographs, Most of these are
not generally available to =tamp ex-

perts.
Types of forgeries

Forgeries are privately made imita-
tions of officially issued postage stamps.

Forgeries made to defraud the post-
4l service are of considerable philatelie
value and are not a subject of this
article. There are many such forgeries
in Poland philately, such as of “Scott”
numbers: 148 233, 260, 265, 272 and
1919-1929,

Philatelic forgeries are made to de-
fraud philatelists.

Total forgeries are reproductions of
an entire stamp. Thev are diffienlt to
execute accuratelv and are therefore
often easyv to recognize, by differences
not only in the design but also in pa-
per type, printing technique, ink, per-
foration ete. Most were made in large
quantities and are plentiful both on
the market and in collections.

Partial forgeries are genuine stamps
which were altered to significantly en-
hanee their value. These include
forged overprints, added or removed
perforations, forged or removed can-
cellations and forged details. These are
usually mueh easier to forge thorough-
lv and therefore are generally much
more difficult to recognize. It is for-
tunate that forgers rarely are experts
and are motivated more by a desire
for quick profit rather than by artis-
tie pride. They work with the ma-
terials and techniques most easily
available to them and therefore often
nse a wrong printing technique or
often overprint the wrong type of a
genuine basic stamp. There exists,
however, a small number of forgeries
which are very well made indeed;

| ledge of an expert. Verv deceptive are

often those counterfeits where the for-
ger imitated a specific plating posi-
tion of an overprinted stamp. Figure
2 shows sueh (i this case the harm-
less) example of “Scott” J. 11. Tts
overprint clearly imitates position 9
or position 100 of the overprint form
[ of the Krakow issue as is visible
from the details in both “A”. It ix
an obvious forgery because J. 11 were
never overprinted with the form 1.
However if the same overprint had
heen imprinted on another Austrian
stamp (eg. M h. regular issue, which
were overprinted only with form 1),
the situation would be more deceptive.
Even in that case positive determina-
tion that it is a forgerv would have
heen easy becanse shifts between the
lines and details in other letters do
not agree here with the genuine posi-
tion 9 or position 100 of the Form I

Most dangerous are the instances
where an original official overprint
form or an overprinting deviee was
used surreptitiously to produce more
of the overprinted stamps, sometimes

Figure 2. Forged overprint imitating the
the position 9 or position 100 of the
Krakow lssue overprint form I.
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using even the original type of ink.
Such stamps are forgeries (not re-
prints!) but many eannot be distin-
guished from genuinely overprinted
stamps. In the ecase of Poland there
are a few instances of these forgeries,
These are (“Seott” numbers): 15-26,
30-40 (overprint form VII, without
the bottom line which changes the de-
nomination), Central Lithuania 13-22
toniv 4 Mk. and 10 Mk. overprints),
Upper Silesia 0.1-0.31. Of these consis-
tencies only the Lublin issue (No. 30-
40) were made using original ink.
While many of these stamps eannot
ever be positively confirmed as being
genuine or forgeries, most genuinely
nsed stamps can be expertised, but
their expertization is diffieult indeed.
Ihe hottom hali of the Krakow issue
overprint Form | was abused to create
forgeries but here the changes cansed
Ly reassembly (Form V) make expert-
ization easy.

Gienuine stamps on  forged covers
and all stampless covers are usually
diffienlt subjects of expertization.
They are not mass forged but are cus-
tom made, and must be dealt with on
an individnal basis. One must seek in-
consistencies and anachronisms which
are often diffienlt to recognize al-
thoneh <ome are obvions (e, an 19th
century cover addressed with a ball
peint pen!)

A thorongh knowleder of cancella-
tion= i= needed in expertizing covers.
Thi= is a diffieult aren beeanze an
enormons number of ecancellation vir-
ieties exist=. While it is probably hape-
les= to have a complete reference
collection of cancellations needed for
expertization, the deseriptions and il-
lustrations in the literature are excel-
lent and =ufficiently detailed. A qgmite
thorough job was accomplished in this
ares by pioneers of Poland’s philately,
Fxamples are: A, Myslicki: Catalogue

of Polish Commemorative  Cancella-

tions “Ruch” Warsaw 1975 (in Po-
lish), Edwin Mueller: Handbook of
the Pre-Stamp Postmarks of Austria,
Collectors” Club Handbook New York
1960, Steinbach: Galieja Cancellations,
Filatelista 1958 p. 129 (in Polish), S.
Mikstemn: Postal Seals in Polish Lands
in the 18th Century, “Ikaros” 1936
(in Polish).

The golden age for the forgers ol
Polish stamps began toward the end
of World War I and lusted until the
mid 1920%. ‘the demand for the con-
temporary issues of Poland was very
strong particularly in Germany. The
originals of the “back of the book”
issues such us local overprints, eity
mails and military mails were very
scarce. Little was known about them,
making expertization uncertain. For-
gers went to work enthusiastically,
producing countless fakes, often very
soon after the original stamps were
issued. They advertised their wares
widely in the contemporary philatelic
journals, with the result that these
forgeries became distributed world-
wide. Even though most uare easv to
recognize they are still with us, and
appear to remain on the market for
the foreseeable future, thanks to the
gullibility of stamp dealers and col-
lectors. This invalidates the perenniul
argument of di=appointed collectors:
“but this stamp must be genuine, be-
canse 1t 1= from grandfather’s ecollec-
tion whieh he assembled in the early
1920's",

The end of World War 11 produced
a =econd but lesser hoom in the for-
ceries of Polish stumgs, Again it was
caused by high demand for rare ma-
terial. The echoes of this boom are still
with ns. Among other World War 11
issies, the Polish Officers’ P.O.W.
Camp stamps were forged, erudely at
first but with ineressing refinement.
For example, the early primitive fakes
of the =tamps issued in Camp Mur-
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nau were recently improved to the
point where their identification often
poses serions problems.

In addition to forgeries there exist
privately made stamps which do not
imitate any offieially issued stamps.
Thev are referred to as “fantasy 1s-

snes'’. Fieure 3 shows two examples.

FUVENTUTE

+25 ™

Figure 3. Examples of '’fantasy” Polish
stamps: "‘pro Juventute” of 1921 and
““Polska Poczta/Olkusz’’ overprint on an
Austrian occupational stamp.

Checking for forgeries yourself

These deseriptions of detecting for-
geries may sound discouraging to
many collectors but were not meant
to be. Ensuring that stamps are gen-
uine is indeed often a very diffienlt
procedure. On the other hand, reject-
ing the common fakes is easy and can
be done by evervone who knows what
to look for. Most purists advise
against deseribing forgeries, and ad-
vocate aceurately deseribing only gen-
uine stamps. However, by knowing the
characteristics of commonly oceuring
forgeries, it is easy to detect ahont
05% of them without the help of an
expert.

To assist the colleetor in doing =o,

| T have prepared the following table
The numbers are restricted those
from “Seott”. Stamps which ure not
mentioned are rarely or never found
to be forged, Characteristies of some
common forgeries are deseribed or il-
lustrated in this table. Keep in mind
that satisfving the eriteria of authen-
ticity deseribed in thi= table is neces-
sary for a stamp to be gennine hut

10

it 15 not .\'Uffﬁ(‘ip.l:!-
Thi= rable does not
stamps unlisted by “Seott™:
issues, locally made nationalizing over-
prints, semi official air mail stamps.
POW issues. local postage dues, mili-
tary mail issues, postal stationery and
other similar Poland material. Almost
all those stamps have heen forged at
one time or another. and forgeries
both in collections and on the market
outnumber genuine material. Borth
common and dangerous counterfeits of
these issues are plentiful.
Unusual stamps of all issues =uch
errors, proofs, and essays as well
as  all stamps unlisted in catalogs
should be suspected of being total or
partial forgeries and should always be

include Poli<h
city mail

as

expertized.

In conclusion it should be emphi-
sized that almost all Polish postage
stamps and covers can he .“H('('P.\rifll“:\'
expertized and positively authenti-
cated.

Comments on Forgeries
Soctt No. ]—Forgeries exist but are
However beware of al-

very rare.
“doe-

tered, repaired and otherwise
tored” stamps.

Seott Nos. 11-14—Overprints on im-
perforate stamps are forged.

Seott Nos, 15-26—Well made forger-
ies exist. In addition 2la is most
often misidentified because mislead-
ing color shades of 21 exist.

Seott Nos, 27-29—In addition to well
made fakes all typographic over-
prints are all genuine
overprints are printed lithograph-

forgeries;
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Eagle from a genuine overprint, Varie-
ties exist due to the (lithographic) print-
ing technique.

Figure T.1. 30-40

ically
=eott Nos=. 30-40—The =samue .iixfi]i!.’- HE
for 27 Often the design

s, See Fig, T

forged eagle i

The

outside diameter of

SUrrovunading the 1"1‘_'il' should me:ns-
ure 114 mm; 1t varies in forgeries
Sceott Nos. 41-60—Forgeries range
from exeellent to most ;:r'ilw:'i\z-

Typographiec overprint<: on genu-

overprints

mne the overprint height

the exception of =everal po-

in Form I8 (N N, 2

and part of 51) should be ¢lose

to 925 mn ],:"rw:t':||=itl" over-

prints; no simple raeteristies
can be given

Scott Nos, 67-71—Several kinds ol

fakes exist. In the most common

type the dots marking the place for
hetween

separation stamps are

large and pronounced. In zome
other forzeries the width of the
stamp differs from 21.7-21.8 mm

Nos. 77-7T8

Forgeries,

Scott Verv diffienlt

stamps some  very de-

cerving ‘II!II SOme eAasy 1o recognize

are plentiful. 77 with lithographie
overprint and 78 with ivpographie
No.

overprint are obvions forgeries.

Polonus Bulletin, Sept. OCTEBD_

Eagle from a forgery. Numerous varieties
exist-

(2nd Lublin issue).

78 with inverted overprints are for-
geries.

Sceott No. 213—In forgeries the (is-
tance from the left frame to the

first “M™ measures 2.8 mun. (<hould

¥ 2

he 2.5 1nm.)
sSeott No. 2149—Two types of forgeries
known. I -length of “MK 2.000.000

MK" measures 245 mm. (<honll

be 23.5 mm). II-height of “P" -
“Poczta™ 1.6 mmi. (should be 1.9
minj.

Seott No. 251—0riginals are engraved
(intagho printing); fakes are print-
ed typographically.

Seott Nos. 280-2581—S o me  forgeries
have irregular printing with over-
print height less than 10.1-10.2 mm
as 1t 1= the ease in originals. Other

forgeries are very well made,

seort Nos. 306-307—In most foreeries
the “1” of the “1936" 1= bhelow the
period after 30", Improved for

k0 exist,
Nos. 341-343
lorgeries abound. In =ome lOTEZeries

the the

TerIes

,";l'::T‘ A""l-\!-f‘-] \EJM-\ il

the orientation of terul ol

design 1= 67 degrees while in genu-

ine stamps it s 45 degrees
No. Hba—A veryv diffienlt

SOTH
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stamp, alwavs needs sophistieated
expertization,

Scott Nos. 347-356—S ome forgeries
are overprinted in greenish blue ink,
all genuine in blue.

Scott Nos. 362-364—The same applies
as for 341-343.

“Groszy” overprints—A difficult col-
lecting area. Forgeries are not often
=een but are generally deceptive.

Seott No. 820—Souvenir sheets on
white paper have been chemicallv
altered.

Seott No. 958—Forged Souvenir Sheet
(blackprint) is printed lithographi-
cally, originals are engraved.

Scott Nos. Bl1-Bl4—Genuine stumps
are alwavs perforated 9,

Seott No. Bi4—Dangerous forgeries
exist, sometimes on original covers.

Scott Nos, C1-C9—In forgeries often
the right inner frame line is inter-
rupted or missing, the loop of the
ribbon with “LOTNICZA" is filled.
See Fig. T. 2.

T,

TNICZA

Figure T.2. C1-C9.

Seott Nos. C19-C20—In many forger-
ies the diagonal line in both “§”
joins the vertical line in the middle,
in genuine overprints at the base.

Seott, No. 34—Intaglio printed forger-
ies of the blue imperforate souvenir
sheet, can be recognized by detailz
in engraving as illustrated in Fig.

il s =

Figure T. 3. C34
souvenir sheet).
Genuine stamp: the base of P is
between two horizontal background lines
Forgery: The base of ‘P touches a
horizontal background line.

(blue, imperforate

Scott Nos. J1-112—Same as  41-60,

Seott Nos. J13-J34—CGennine are per-
forated 11%, fakes, 11.

Seott Nos, J35-130—M o=t forgeries
have glossv overprints; all genuine
overprints appear dull.

Seott Nos. P1-Po—Same as 41-60).

Scott Nos. N30-Nd>—Very well made

forgeries exist (difficult to expert-
1ze) .

Seott Nos. 1KI-1K32—Numerous
tvpes of forgeries exist. Lithogra-

phic overprints are forged.

Scott  Nos. 2K1-2K12—Genmmnne 1=t
edition overprints show bright vel-
low fluoresecent edges under ultra-
violet thus only forgeries of the 2nd
edition (“reprints”) are of concern.

| Seatt Nos. 2K13-2K19—See Fig. T. 4.

In addition overprints in black ink
are forgeries (zenuine are hrown).
Central Lithuania  13-22 — Diffienls
stmaps to expertize. Numerous for-
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genuine

overprint on: 1,

genuine

overprint on 6,

forgery
2, 3, and 4 Mk.

% forgery

10, and 20 Mk,

Figure T. 4. 2 K 13 - 2 K 19.

geries exist many with forged ex-
pertization marks.

CUpper Silesia 10-13—Forged over-
prints exist but are difficult to ex-
pertize.

Scott Nos. 32-37—Different
exist. Some can be recognized by
the details in “9" (see note in “Mi-
chel” Germany Spelialized). Forged
red overprints are often fluorescent

under U.V. while genuine appear
dark violet.
Seott Nos, 01-031 —Very difficult

stamps, Forgeries are plentiful. A
note in “Michel” Germany Special-
1zed deserihes how to  distinguish

“reprints.”

forgeries '

| ONE POUND

USED, UNUSED, OLD, MOD-
ERN COVERS, POST CARDS,
VIEWCARDS, INTERNATION-
AL MAGAZINES, STAMFS,
BANKNOTES, POSTAL STA-
TIONERY, PRECANCELS, CUT
SQUARES, PERFINS, F.D.C.’s,
COINS, ETC. (POLISH MATE-
JUAL, IF PREFERRED)

$4.00 postpaid
MISS IRENE ANDERS

P. 0. BOX 1566
FONTANA, CA 92335

L]
POLAK W KOSMOSIE

SRS ENEIRE NSRS R PR SRR REN
L T T L L]

sessasssassnnnss

L R R R R ]

PIERWSZY POLEK W KOSMOSIE

.
IR R R R L A
.

“INTERKO I

-
R R R R

As you con see by the xerox copies, both souvenir sheets are identical, except that
Jankowski could not take the space flight with a Russian, however Moraczewski has.
—Submitted by Eugene Dreger
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COLLECTING POLAND TODAY

By JAMES MAZEPA

Several vears ago at a POLPEX
Exhibition T was admiring a display
of Poland postal history put up by
one of our members. Along with me
wag an “old-timer” and we were com-
menting on the exhibit. After some
time, we noted all the pros and cons
of the collection, the searcity of some
of the covers, and what we thought
could be added to improve the exhib-
it. Finally, he said, “It’s nice, but it's
not like the collections we used to
have. You just don’t see those kind
any more.”

His comments have remained with
me sinee then, for certainly, we all
hope to have a reasonable collection
with some degree of completeness. But
the more I thought about it, T found
a bit of truth in his statement. Tt is
impossible to duplicate the great col-
lections of the past. We mav never see
collections to the depth and breadth
of those belonging to the great old-
time philatelists, And this is as one
would expect. The philatelic times
have changed, just as the rest of the
world has changed. There are more
collectors making demands on material
that was limited to begin with., For
example, there were 1300 of the %0
heller Krakow issue, of which probably
800-900 exist today. Even if everyone
who eollects Poland wanted one copy,
there would not be enough to go
around. Secondly, much of the mat-
erial has increased in price faster than
inflation and our incomes, thus plac-
ing it bevond our means. Good stamps
and covers are valued now not only
by philatelists but also by investors,
and this has contributed to the dra-
matie increases over the last several
VeArs.

Does all this mean it is impossible
to have an excellent collection of Po-
land todav? T don’t think so. I believe
that a key factor is to remember that

great collections are formed over the
vears with great amounts of searching,
patience, and perseverance. Here are
some thoughts on how to go about
this:

1) GET ORGANIZED. Keep vour
philatelic material in order. There ure
several preprinted albums which can
help us including Scott, Minkus, and
K-Line. Blank pages are available for
extras or covers. Other stamps should
be classified and kept on stock pages
or glassines, There can he nothing so
dismaying as a shoe box full of stamps,
and nothing so pleasing as leafing
through your albums to view vour
“treasures.”

2) GET A CATALOCG. Fortunately,
there is the Ruch Polish Catalog,
which is very inexpensive and includes
all the information vou will probably
need. It ean be easily used. even if one
doesn't read Polish. If it is not feasible
to buy a Seott eatalog, borrow one
from your loecal library and xerox the
pages for Poland (one copy for per-
sonal use does not violate copyright
laws). If one i more advaneed, he
might want to look into the German
Michel eatalog.

3) BE REALISTIC AND COL-
LECT WHAT YOU CAN AFFORD.
Few can begin to collect numeral ean-
cels on #1, so set vour limits. This
may mean mint post-war and used
pre-war, or some other combination.

4) BEGIN A SPECIALTY COI.-
LECTION. This will be in addition
to your general collection and will he
in an area of special interest to you.
There are many possibilities (as dis-
cussed further), but the idea i= to find
something that YOU like and wouldl
want to know more about.

5) TAKE ANOTHER LOOK AT
POSTAL HISTORY. Often we think
of Postal History as the “old stuff.”
What is forgotten i= the development
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of the post in the first part of this
century, and even in the post-war
period. This material will be the
treasures of the future, vet so little is
being saved today.

6) DON'T FORGET THEMAT-
ICS. Poland especially lends itself to
collecting thematies, both because of
the stamps it has issued with popular
topieal themes, and because of the po-
tential of other themes such as Polo-
Wiea.

7) GET TO KNOW A DEALER
AND STICK WITH HIM. Philatel-
jeally, he will be the best friend you
have once he knows vour interests.
If he is working to find material for
vou. don’t complain about the price,
In the long rn. von will eome ont
ahead.

8) GIVE YOURSELF A STAMP
BUDGET. Thiz will help you stay
within vour means and help keep vour
marriage together.

9) BUY THE MOST EXPEN-
SIVE STAMP YOU CAN WITH THE
MONEY YOU HAVE. If vou have
£5.00, buy a $5.00 =tamp; if 325.00,
buy a $25.00 item. Expensive stamps
only get more expensive; cheap stamps
usually stay the same.

10) IF YOU HAVEN'T SEEN
SOMETHING BEFORE, AND YOU
(AN AFFORD IT, BUY IT. And do
=0 even if the price seems high. There
i= a reason vou have nat seen it, and
vou mayv never see it again. Pride of
ownership will always offset the pain
of the price—after the first few dayvs'

11) COMPLETE PREWAR PO-
LAND. Prices, especially in Europe,
are elimbing rapidly. These are, for the
most part, still available here and wiil
be really scarce items in the future,

12) ATTEND PHILATELIC EX-
HIBITIONS AND MEETINGS. You
will meet some very nice people. and
mayhe even find someone who collects
vour interest.

13) SHARE YOUR KNOWLEDGE
AND INTERESTS. Always bting one

cover or stamp fo a meeting to show
others.

14) SUBSCRIBE TO A NATION-
AL PHILATELIC PUBLICATION.
There is much contained within the
pages of Linn’s, Stamps, and Stamp
Collector, to suggest just a few. Even-
tually, something of inferest will he
found, and it will be well worth the
price of subseription.

15) TRY YOUR HAND AT AN
AUCTION. If you have never done
this before, ask a friend who has. Tt
15 a lot easier than vou might think.

16) DO SOMETHING NEW. You
can get more out of vour hobby if von
try vour hand at something new. Per-
haps writing an article, exhibiting, or
getting on the organizing committee of
the next show will add that extra
spark. There are others who will gladly
help vou get started if you are unsure
of what to do.

17) COLLECT FOR FUN AND
ENJOYMENT. NOT FOR PROFIT.
If one buys wisely and earefully. mon-
ey will not be lost, but nor should it
he the motive for what we buy, unles~
we are strietly investors,

18) FINALLY, OUR COLLECT-
ING SHOULD PREVENT HEART
ATTACKS, NOT CAUSE THEM. Tt
should also enhance our family lives,
not disrupt them. It i2 okay to re-
evaluate what we are doing from time
to time and to see how it affeets our
lives and the lives of those around ns,

These are some ideaz of how to be-
gin or how fo continue to build un
excellent collection. If vou have any
other ideas, jot them down and send
them in. Others would like to hear
from you!

NEW MEMBERS
Ron Kwiatkowski
5813 Winchester Dr.
Fort Collins, Colo. 80526
Henry Wasielewski
487 Mercer Street
Jersey City, NJ 07306
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POLPEX 81

Plans are being made for the 19X]
exhibition POLPEX 81 to be held at
SWAP Post 9% Veterans Building, in
Chieago on Mareh 28-29. From the
various themes submitted by members
that of “Sports On Stamps" was sel-
ected at the last board meeting. Art-
ist  Leon Kawecki of California is
working on designs of the cachet for
covers of the show. Fred Szebel 1= in
contact with Medallic Arts of Dan-
bury, Conn. regarding the striking of
special award medals. The Polish
American Numismatic Association will
again take part with comn and medal
exhibits.

Polonus participated at the Polish
American Community Fair held Oe-
tober 3 in Calumet City, Illinois. A 16
frame stamp exhibit was shown. A US
postal station was on the premiscs,
wsing 4 special postmark to cancel
mail. Polonus members distributed
past Polpex sonvenir sheets, of which
we have an excess supply, free of
charge to those attending.

Al and Fran Rybarski report that
souvenir cards and covers from our
last POLPEX 80 with the Pope John
Paul II theme are rapidly selling out.
This will be the first time Polpex ma-
terial ever went so fast.

The October 20th meeting included

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
James Mazepa, Publications Comm.
P.0. Box 1217, Oak Park, IL 60304
Chester A.Schafer, Editor & Secretary
864 N. Ashland, Chicago, IL 60622

Stanley Rusin, Treasurer
P.O. Box 56148, Chicago, IL 60656

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-
political. Views expressed by authors
of articles appearing herein do not
necessarily express the views of the
Polonus Philatelic Society,

— Annual Dues are $7.50 —

a talk by John Moohr of the Roose-

velt Philatelic Society. Mr. Moohr
gave an excellent presentation on how
to mount pages for exhibition pur-
puses. His talk lasted an hour and 15
minutes and 1t was filled with many
humorous injections. The November
28th meeting has another good speaker
seheduled: “Bud” Hennig, whose to-
pic is judging at philatelic exhibitions.

NEW BULLETIN AD PRICES

As of the Board Meeting of July 11,
1980, prices for ads in the Polonus
Bulletin have been increased to:

$50.00 for a full page
830.00 for a half page
$20.00 for a quarter page

Illustrations and execessive copy are
gubject to extra charges. Send copy
with check to editor.

JOHN PAUL Il VISITS — Latest

Coverage on Exclusive Golden Series

1) TRIP TO TURKEY - with Souv. Sheet

(9 items inall) ... ............. $19.95
2) TRIP TO AFRICA - with Souv. Sheet

(14 iramey dmialll 0 oo ol s $34.50
3) TRIP TO FRANCE - with Souv. Sheet

(8 items inall) . ... .. . .. ..... $17.95

ORDER TODAY: BRAZIL [ | & GERMANY [
NEW AIRMAIL ISSUE - High Face - 1 Yalue
Mint Set & FDC send $5.00 deposit [
Join Our New Issue Service and Save $5%

TALBOT A. FUERST A West Nyack, NY 10994

382-12 Polonus Bulletin, Sept.-Oct. 1980



