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Polpex Honors Our Lad-)-( of Czestochowa

POLPEX-82 will commemorate the
600th Anniversary of Our Lady of
Czestochowa and the Monastery of
Jasna Gora in which this famous Po-
lish Tcon is venerated. Special cachet-
ed envelopes designed by Polonus art-
it Leon Kawecki will highlight the
theme of the exhibition.

Honorary Chairman of POLPEX-
82 s His Eminence Wladvslaw Car-
dinal Rubin of Rome, Italy, Cardinal
Prefect of the Sacred Congregation
for the Oriental Churches,

The Exhibition will be held the
week-end of February 27-28 in the
Great Hall of the Polish Army Vet-

eran's Bulding, 6005 W. Irving Park
Road (at Austin) 1in
hours of the exhibition will be
urday from 10:00 to 7:00 and Sunday

Chieago. The
Sat-

10:00 to Admission s
{ree to all.

Polpex-82 will be the 43rd Annual
Iixhibition of the Polonus Philatelic
Sopciety. They will host the Polish-
American Assoclation
who will present exhibits of coins and
medals which honor Our Lady of Cze-
tochawa.

More than 150 frames will be in
cren competition. All exhibits will be
eligible for the Grand Award which
will be presented to the exhibit judged
Best in the Show. The Polonus Tro-
phy will he awarded to the Best Po-
lich [':xliiltil, snd the Kozakiewiez
Research Award will be given to the
Polish exhibit which shows the most
original research. Gold, silver and
Polonus medals as well as

g OO PEX 87
CRETE
W e AN/\IN

from 5:00.

Numismatic

bronze
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Two different cachets will adorn Polpex
covers which will receive special cancel
other special awards will be given to
other worthy exhibits. Judges for the
exhibition will be Werner Gruenbaum,
James Mazepa and Julius Kaposta
More than twenty dealers includ-
ing specialists in Poland, U.S., postal
history, United Nations, and Space
Topical material will attend. The U.S.
Postal Service will have an exhibition
station at Polpex-82 and will be sel-
ling current U.S. stamps and other
philatelic material. Letters mailed at
the exhibition will be postmarked

with the special cancellation.

A set of two cacheted envelopes
will emphasize the theme of the show
with a scene of the Jasna Gora
(Bright Mountain) Monastery. The
set. of covers, once cancelled on each
day of the exhibition, will sell for
82.00. The set of two multi-colored
souvenir sheets will sell for $1.00 and
the souvenir card will be $1.50 or
22.00 with the special exhibition eca-
chet cancellation. The Show Program
which will contain special articles on
the theme of the exhibition as well as
information about the exhibits and
the Society 15 81.00. A special pack-
age of all the above 1s available for
S6.00 (a 87.50 value) plus postage.
All orders for individual items or the
packsge should be sent to John Bart-
czak, 10428 Avenue “07, Chicago, IL
60617,

The Awards Banquet, the Polish
Beeba ecelebration, will be held Sat-
urday at 7:00 P.M. Tickets $7.50 per
person. Traditionsl Polish home made
food will be served. All are
comed to attend!

wel-

ROCPEX TAIPEI 81 WINNERS
At the recent Republic of China
exhibition held at Taipei, member Al-
fred Szebel attended and served as
Assistant Commissioner for the Mid-
west U8, Participating and receiving
awards were:
Large Silver (Vermeil):
John Bartezak, Galicia Pre-Stamp
James Mazepa, Poland Air Post to
Silver: 1939.
Alfred Szebel, Space
Alfred Szebel, German Field Post.
Bronze:
John Bartezak. Polish Pope
Winston Gruszezyk, Groszy Over-
prints.
Wally Pawlowski, POW Camp
Woldenberg.

NEW MEMBER

Robert W. Johnson
Box 536 Broadbrook, CT 06016



DANGEROUS FORGERIES OF THE OVERPRINTS:
WYSTAWA FILATELISTYCZNA 1934 KATOWICE

By STANLEY KROMNENBERG

POC7 TA
D |

L SKA

An example of the elaborate overprint forgery (used stamp) compared with o genuine
overprint (mint copy). The date of the cancellation cn this forgery is 9 Nov. 1933,

281
265
Po-

Forgeries of Poland, Scott 280,
Michel 285, 268, or Ruch 264,
were deseribed previously e.g. in
lonus Bulletin, April 1947. These and
similar other primitive forgeries are
easily identifiable by numerous devia-
tions from the originals. Elaborate
foreeries also exist, which are de-
seribed here. These diffieult to recog-
nize forgeries are printed typographi-
callv with types which are indistin-
gmshable from the originals, (see
fieure). Small deviations in dimen-
sions exist but are within the range
of wvarnations found in genuine over-
prints and thus measurements and de-
viations in details of the overprints
cannot be used as eriteria in experti-
zation. However, the inks of these
overprints differ from originals and
can be used to identifv these forgeries:

RED OVERPRINTS (20 GR.
STAMPS): Onginal ink is searlet
and shows a weak gloss; in forgeries
it 15 hrick red and dull.

BLACK OVERPRINTS (30 GR.
STAMPS): Original ink is gravish-
black and dull; in these forgeries it is
black and shows a wenk gloss.

In the orizinals both inks (red and
black) show u grainy structure (visi-
ble under the microscope), while the
inks are distributed in a spotty man-
ner in these forgeries.

All these forgeries were made be-
fore World W, IT on cancelled stamps.
In cazes where the overprint is
plaeed over the cancellation or where
the dote of the cancellsation 1s earlier
than May 5, 1934 (the date of the
jesuance of the overprinted stamps),
the identifieation of these eclaborate
forgeries 1= obvious. In all other cases
a direet comparison of the suspected
stamn with an overprint known for
certain to be genuine is necessary.

I thank Mr. Joseph Bieniecki of
Granite City, IL for giving me these
forgeries for reference.

POLONUS LIBRARY DONORS

The following members made con-
tributions to our library: W. Z. J.
Nowicki of London, England; Gary
A. Keins of California; Joseph Bie-
niecki of Granite City, Illinois; and
Alfred Szebel of Des Plaines, Illinois.
Dziekujemy !
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“NIEWAZNY’ (Invalidated) POSTAL CARDS of 1939

By STANISLtAW ZOLKIEWSKI

A correspondent of the late Profes-
sor A. Laskiewicz, Mr. Otto Tahl of
Dusseldorf, Germany, recently sent
me a photostat of a Polish post eard
(#78 Prof. 1. Moseicki) with a very
interesting rubber handstamp over the
original imprinted stamp. The hand-
stamp reads “NIEWAZNY” or “in-
validated” or “cancelled.” He asked
me to comment on this very interest-
ing variety. (fig. 1).

Actually, it is not very easy to
solve this mystery. To do this, it is
necessary to know all the historical
facts surrounding the war of Septem-
ber, 1039. A consequence of the Ger-
man-Russian Non-Aggression Paet of
August 23, 1939, was the invasion by
the Red Army of the Northeast and
Southeast parts of Poland. The Mo-
lotov-Ribbentrop agreement of Sep-
tember 28, 1930, established the poli-
tical boundaries of the divided Polish
state which left little of the sovereign
Polish republie.

The Soviet Military authorities
who occupied the Southeastern part

in Polish cur:ency

Figure 1.

of Poland, whieh was annexed to the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist  Republie,
did not mitially issue any order to
mvalidate Polish eurrency or postage
stamps. These continued to be in eir-
culation along side the newly intro-
dueed Russian eurrency and stamps
for the early period of the oceupation.
The followinz postal rates were put
in effeet:

in Russian currency

Local rate for letters ............ .. 30 groszy  ........ 15 kopeks
Inland rate for letters ............ 25 ELOSIY oy G s 30 kopeks
Foreign rate for letters ............ 33 groszy  ........ 50 kopeks
Local rate for post-cards . ... 10 groszy ........ 10 kopeks
Inland rate for post-cards .. ..... 15! ZrORBY e s 20 kopeks
Foreign rate for post-cards ........ 30 groszv ... ... 30 kopeks
Additional fee for registered mail .. 30 groszy ........ 30 kopeks
Additional fee for express mail . ... .. 45 groszy ..., S0 kopeks
In circulation were Polish post so-called “National Assemblies”, so

cards which received Russian receiv-
ing marks such as the post office in
Lwow (Lwiw) (fig. 2), and dispatch
marks such as in Kalusz (fig. 3). Also
during this provisional period, mixed
frankings appeared, as in fig. 4 from
the Lwow post office.

In October 1939, it was announeced
by the Soviet military authorities that
an election would take place to the

that the Polish territories under the
administration of the Soviets, could
be annexed to the already existing
Soviet Socialist Republies of the Uk-
raine and Byelorussia as well as that
of Lithuania to the north. After this
“election,” the part of Poland an-
nexed to the Ukrainian SSR invali-
dated all Polish postage stamps and
postal cards. The pox cards had their

390-4
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Figure 2.

ZYGMUNT KRASINSKI, 1812 — 1859,
Wielki poeta, Jego dramaly .irydion”. .Nieboska Kome
dia” | inne utwory peine s glebokie] troski o praysziose
narodu | ludzkosci

Grand potie. Auteur des drames .irydion™. .Nieboska
Komedia™ el d'autres oeuvres pleines de souci pour 'avenir
de la Pologne el de I'humanité

Figure 3.
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imprinted Polish stamp covered by  square (fiz. 6 and 7) and Russian
Russian stamps (fig. 5), or had the  stamps added. The example shown in
Polizh st: nn;mhlmrlmi\\lrh mmked fig. 7 llh unfortunately had the Rus-
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stan stamp removed,

In the Eastern part of Poland
called Polesie, which was annexed to
the Byelorussian S8R, Polish currency
and postage stamps were invalidated
the first day the Red Army entered.
It was here that Polish post eards
were handstamped with the rubber
deviee “NIEWAZNY". Fig. 8 shows
this mark under the Russian stamp.
It ean be seen very clearly on the re-
ply part of the post ecard in fig. 9.
Az the postal mark in fhigure 9 reads
“Minsk™, in all probability, this rub-
ber handstamp was introduced by the
postal authorities of the Byelorussian
S8R,

NEW ISSUES

“Stary Teatr”” 200th Anniversary
A set of fourcomimemoratives were

isued in September, 1981 on the

Z00th Anniversary of the Old Theatre

in Cracow.

2 z1. - Helen Modrzejewska, eminent !
Polish aetress; 6,000,000 issued.

2.50 zl. - Stanley Kozmian, politician, :
writer, manager and director;
6,000,000 18sued. !

.50 zl. - Conrad Swinarski, stage
manager, scenosgrapher, and eo-
founder: 6,000,000 issued.

8.00 zl. - “Stary Teatr” building in
Cracow & emblem; 1,500,000 issued
The stamps were steel engraved

and rotogravure printed in multicolor

in sheets of 50 on chalky paper by

PWPW Wirsaw. Designed by Jacek

Brodowski,

European Bisons
Five multicolored perforated stamps

of 6350 zl. face value were printed

_ym

by rotogravure in sheets of 50, on
chalky paper by the State Printing
Works of Securities (PWPW) War-
smvlin August of 1981, Six million of
each stamp were printed. Designed
by Karol Sliwka. The line of five
stamps pieture a herd of bisons in
their natural environment.

Workers Movement Anniversary

A set of four stamps was issued
commemorating the 100th anniversary
of the Polish Workers Movement.

50 gr. - Bronislaw Wesolowski, a
founder of the Demoeratie Party in
the Kingdom of Poland and Lith-
nania; 10,000.000 issued.

200 zl. - Malgorzata Fornalska,
active member of Polish Commu-
nist Party and co-organizer of Po-
lish Worker’s Party; 6,000,000
dssned. T

250 zI. - Maria Koszutska, a Revolu-
tionist of 1905-07, leading figure of
Polish, Socialist Party - the left

“wing, and of the Polish Commu-
_nist Party; 6,000,000 issued.

6.50 217 - .Marein Kasprzak, eminent

figure of the 2nd Proletariat and

Democratic Party of the Kinedom

_of. Polynd and Lithuania; 2,000,000

Chssued. .

The stamps were multicolor print-
ed in offzet in sheets of 30 stamps on
chalky paper bv PWPW Warsaw
Desiened by Zbigniew Stasik. Tssued
in August, 1981, —ARS Polona

¥

124 MILLION STAMPS SOLD

The UR. Post Office sold over 124
millizn U8, Commemorative stamps
honoring Poland’s Millennium of
Christianity.

Polonus Bulletin, January-February, 1982



POLAND PERSPECTIVE

Getting through high sehool, with
credits for military service in Ger-
many during W.W. II, does not qua-
lify me to be an economist, whatever
that is. However, 1 think that we
should try to relate todav’s stamp
prices and eatalog values, in relation
to what the average person is earning,
as compared to what we earned in
the so called good old days, prior to
World War II.

If a study were to be made, you
would find that earnings today are
from ten to twenty times what they
were in 1940. 1T would also add tha:
unemployment was also a problem in
1940 and welfare was not so visible.

I sm sure that in 1940 the lowest
catalog value, the Scott catalog listed
was 2¢, If we take inflation into ac-
count, I would think that today it
should be at least 20e, while I note
it is only 3e.

That now brings me to the valua-
tion of stamps with a high catalog
value, such as Poland #1, the Kra-
kow overprints and other better is-
sues. On the basis of todays earnings
and catalog values, it is possible that
many stamps of Poland are still a
bargain, relative to their real scar-
city. It is the same for good stampless
covers, most of which can only be
found when a collection is broken up.
It should be no surprise that a cover
that once could be had for 2-3 dollars,
today will =ell for 20-30 dollars.

The loaf of bread that we bought
for 10e in 1944, today sells for around
£1.00 and our economists prediet that
with continued inflation, it will be
80.00 in the next 10 years.

Those of you who have the new
Ruch eatalogs for 1981, Vol. I and II
will find figures given for the quan-
tities printed of Poland issues. You
may be surprised to learn that many
issues had printings of only 100,000
to 400,000 and that sets in the past
vears would have complete printings
of a million or so. Such low printings

390-10

are rather quickly absorbed in the
world market. Poland is a major
country in this world of ours, even
with all its problems. It is our be-
lief the interest in the stamps of Po-
land will continne to grow and that
the wise collector can still find many
sleepers at today’s prices, that are due
for inereases in value. Because of the
present situation in Poland, we have
heard nothing since prior to Decem-
Ler, when censorship went into effect.
Our last news from eorrespondents
was that all catalog prices were in-
valid, basiezlly due to the extreme
inflation taking place,

—Joseph Bieniecki

REINOWSKI HONORED

At a joint First Czechoslovak Phi-
lateliec Club and Society for Czecho-
slovak Philately meeting held Decem-
ber 20th, a special Golden Eagle A-
ward plaque was given to Roman Rei-
nowski (right) for his efforts on be-
half of Slavie philately in the United
States. The presentation was made by
Joseph J. Janecka, First Czechoslovak
Philatelic Club President.

NEW MEMBERS

Donna Rudzinski
235 Redondo Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90803
Tony Szafranski
2443 Rolling Farms Road
Glenshaw, PA 15116
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A Maijor New Variety: 1978 Jankowski Space Stamp

By JAMES MAZEPA

On June 27, 1975, Foland issued a
set of two mimiature sheets to honor
the first Polish cosmonaut, Major Mi-
roslaw Hermaszewski. The stamps
were issued the day he and the Soviet
Commander Piotr Klimuk were
launched into orbit in the Soviet So-

: POLSKA 150
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Jankowski stamp with label
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Hermaszewski stamp with label
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vuz 30. They docked with
the Russian space labora-
tory Salvut 6 to perform va-
rious scientific experiments.
Soyuz 30 landed July 5th
and Major Hermaszewski
was awarded the Order of
Lenin and the Gold Star
Hero of the Soviet Union

Medal = gosmemecs

Aectually, Major Herma-
szewski was a last minute re-
placement for Cosmonaut Z.
Jankowski who was original-
ly chosen as the first Pole
to flv in the Soyuz 30 ship.
The Polish Post Office ori-
ginally prepared the two

Ty
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miniature sheets with the portrait of
Jankowskiand had to redo the stamps
to include the portrait of Herma-
szewski. The Jankowski sheets were
to be destroyed, but it is believed that
one pad of 100 sets of sheets was li-
Lerated, The Jankowski and Herma-
szewski sheets are identical with six
stamps and two labels in each. Both
have the broad blue border on the
1.50 zloty wvalue and vertieal silver
strips in the border of the 6 zloty
value. Only the portrait i1s different,
and one must look elosely to note the
difference in design. The Hermaszew-
ski stamps are listed as #2270-1 in
Scott, #2563-4 in Michel and #2416-7
in Ruch.

The Ruch eataloz makes mention
for the first time in the 1981 edition
of the Jankowski sheet and calls it a
proof. However, since it is not in the
design of the issued stamp it should
not be called a proof. Nor ean it be
calledd an error since it was never re-
gularly issued. Most properly the
Jankowski stamps are essays and as
such they are an important part of
any eollection of modern Poland as
well as space and Copernicus topieals.

sesBEBEEBERERES
R

Jankowski stamp with label
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Hermaszewski stamp with label
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Most of the 100 sets of sheets (600
sets of stamps) have found their way
to the United States and a few to
Canada. They are virtually unknown
im Europe at this time.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Friday, February 26th:

Polpex Set-up Nite. Bring along a
screwdriver, pliers, glass cleaner, wip-
ing cloths, razor blade, and a friend
to help out.

Saturday, February 27th:

Show opens at 10 a.m. Postal sta-
tion and bourse open for business. Of-
ficial opening ceremony at Noon,
Beeba at 8:00 p.m. followed by award
presentations,

Sunday, February 28th:

Show opens at 10:00 a.m. Postal
station and bourse in operation. Exhi-
bits to be taken down at 5:30 p.m.

POLONUS CREATES
LITERARY AWARD
At the January 13th board meet-
ing, your officers established an An-
nual Polonus Literary Award to be
given at Polpex time for the best

philatelic article to have appeared in .

our Bulletin the previous year. The
award is to be given whether your ar-
ticle be large or small. The first pre-
sentation of this award is to be made
at POLPEX 83. So let’s get busy and
write those articles. Send your ma-
terial to vour Publications Chairman,
James Mazepa, Box 1217, Oak Park,
IMlinois 60304,

INFORMATION NEEDED FOR
POLISH INFLATION PERIOD
A period of Polish postal lmat,ory

about which little has appeared in

the English language is the subject of
an extensive research project hy Po-
lonus member Thomas Gobby. The
period is the great Polish inflation

which extended from 1918 to 1924,

Tom 1s gathering material both for

an exhibit (hopefully Polpex 83) and

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
James Mazepa, Publications Comm.
P.O. Box 1217, Oak Park, IL 60304

Address all correspondence to: @
P.O. Box 82, River Grove, IL 60171
The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-
political. Views expressed by authors
of orticles appearing herein do not
necessarily express the views of the
Polonus Philatelic Society,

— Annual Dues are $10.00 —
(Please remit in U.S. Currency)
Stanley Rusin, Treasurer
P.0O. Box 56148, Chtcago IL 60656

for a major urtmic for the APS and

Polonus. While he has been able to

gather considerable data and informa-

tion for the period, he still needs help,
particularly for the final months of
this period.

Here 1z what is needed:

1. Any article relating to the Polish
inflation period (1918-1924) in the
English, German or Polish language

2. Any publication which documents
Polish domestic or foreign postal
rates for the period of December
1, 1923 to May 1, 1924. Preferred
would be doecuments or directives
of the Polish post office, and read-
able xerox copies would be OXK.

3. Information from members who
may have covers from the period
December 1, 1923 to May 1, 1924,
The information needed: amount
of franking, date of cancellation,
town from which sent, and city and
country to which cover was sent.
Also needed: whether or not the
material was registered, special de-
livery, ete. Besides letters, informa-
tion 18 needed for post cards (do-
mestic and foreign), printed mat-
ter, official mail, and covers with
postage due. In addition xerox co-
pies of such material would be es-
pecially appreciated.

Please send any information or

material to: Thomas Gobby, 5713 W.

Warwick Ave., Chicago, IL 60634,

DO YOUR SHARE TO MAKE
POLPEX 82 A SUCCESS!

3%90-12
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