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Polonus To Assist in Museum Sobieski Show 
Polonus members will show philo­

telic material related to King John 
II Sobieski at a Sobieski Exhibition 
to be held at the Polish Museum of 
America, 984 Milwoukee Avenue in 
Chicago. Rev. Donald Bilinski, the 
museum's curator, announced that 
the showing will take place October 
1st thru November in conjunction with 
the 300th anniversary of Sobieski's 
victory over the Turks at the Battle 
of Vienna. 

Among the items to be displayed 
will be the letter written in Italian 
by Sobieski to the Secretary of Pope 
Innocent XI informing of the victory 
'over the common enemy of our 

faith" dated al Vienna, November 
30, 1683. This letter (shown below) 
is from the museum's Old Documents 
ond Royal Letters collection. 

A lso participating in this showing 
will be the Polish American Numis­
matic Association whose members 
will show coins and medals related 
to Sobieski . 

On September 12, 1983 the cel­
ebration of the 300th anniversary of 
King John 111 Sobieski's Victory at 
the Battle of Vienna will toke place 
in Austria. The day before a giant 
field Mass will be held in Vienna in 
conjunction with Austrian Catholic 
Days. Next day Pope Jahn Poul II 
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will celebrate a special Mass at 
Kahlenberg, the site of the Battle of 
Vienna. A large delegation headed 
by the Primate of Poland is expected 
as well as Poles from all over the 
world. Special Exhibits, concerts, and 
other events are planned. 

Austrian postal authorities will i,­
sue souvenir sheets for the victory 
at Vienna and on the Pope's visit to 
Austria, the first such visit by a pope 
in 400 years. 

The Polish American Congress is 
planning a September excursion to 
Austria for the celebrations with sev­
eral Polonus members coming along. 
Fred Szebel will make the trip and 
is also planning to visit local Polonus 
members and friends as well as in 
Germarty, France and other Euro­
pean countries. 

The Polish American Congress hon­
ored Sobieski's victory at Vienna by 
issuing a commemorative medallion 
designed by Polonus member Leon 
Kawecki. One side shows the 
crowned head of Sobieski, while the 
other shows a winged Hussar horse­
man with outstretched sword. Size of 
the medal is 2 V.j inches in diameter. 
The medal is available for $30.00 
from the Polish American Congress, 
c/ o Dr. Edward C. Rozanski, 6100 
N. Cicero Ave., Chicago, IL 60646. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Todeusz Czerkies 

7 409 North Osceola 
Chicago, IL 60648 

Fronk J. Kay 
l 8420 Curtis Avenue 
Detroit, Ml 48219 

Robert J. Young 
l 8 Golden Hill Road 
Danbury, CT 0681 0 

Zbigniew Cioncioro 
1390 Ridge Avenue 
Highland Pork, IL 60035 

TORUN PHILATELIC SHOW 
The XIVth OGOLNOPOLSKA WYS­

TA WA FILATELISTYCZNA is to be 
held in Torun, Poland, September 3-
1 l, 1983. The exhibition manager is 
Doriusz Szymanski, ul. Sluszorsko, 
Nr. 4, 87-100 Torun, Poland. 

I have been invited to participate 
in this exhibition as a judge, exhibit­
or, and lecturer. I have been as­
signed four 16-page frames in the 
fromes is US S2.00 each. The judg­
ing will take place September 2-7. 

On September 6, I om to give two 
slide illustrated lectures on: (o) the 
river gunboats on the Vistula, 1914-
1918, and (b) Forgeries of Polish 
postal material mode in Toronto. 

This Polish Notional Philatel,c Ex­
hibition is held every four years. It 
is so large that it approaches inter­
national stature. In 1979 it was held 
in Katowice. The jury consisted of 28 
members and four apprentice judges. 
It was under the chairmanship of Jan 
Witkowski, who, incidentally, was 
also a judge at POLPEX 79. 

At Katowice they had 520 exhibits 
which filled 21 09 frames. Foreign 
participation was restricted to invited 
collections shown only in the court of 
honour. Eight special honorart 
awards were given in addition to !he 
20 gold, 44 vermeil, 116 silver, 9 5 
silver-bronze and 90 bronze medals. 
There were also 86 special awards 
which consisted of various items such 
as crystal vases, boxes, pictures, 
clocks, stamp albums, etc. donated 
by individuals and commercial enter­
prises. There were many frames de­
voted to the Youth and Literature 
classes. Presumably, the Torun '83 
exhibition will be similar to the Kat­
owice show. 

-Miet Kamienski 

PLAN NOW TO EXHIBIT 

AT OUR POLPEX 84! 
-------------------- -
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The Decree On Martial Law Censorship 
By JOE MICHAUD 

The following is a tronscotion of 
the DECREE OF THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS concerning the imple­
mentation of censorship as port of 
martial low in Poland. This was ori­
ginally translated into Germon by 
Gerhard Binder and published jn 
the Germon philatelic mag oz in e, 
SAMMLERDIENST, 15/ 1982. I !oke 
my translation from \he Germon. I 
hove hod it checked and amended 
by A'fred Klobes, o Germon mem­
ber of the American Civil Censor­
ship Study Group who is fluent in 
Po!ish, Germon and English. Mr. 
Klobes hos o!so been studying mar­
tial low "'!oteriol. Since fo fronslote 
is ·; o interpret, alternate translations 
ore possible for some passages. I 
hope to hove avoided major errors. 
Monitor Polski No. 30 

Warsaw, the 14th December, 1981 
Decrees of the Council of Ministers ... 
275 - Decree of the Minister of the 
Interior of 12 December, 1981 for 
the introduction of postal censor­
ship for lettermoil, packages, tele­
phone ond telecommunication. 

According to article 18, Para­
graph 2 of the Proclamation of Mar­
tial low (Lowsheet No. 29, Decree 
No. 154) of l 2 December, 1981, as 
well as Section I of the Decree of 
the Council of Ministers of l 2 De­
cember, 1981 concerning the imple­
mentation of the decree of martial 
low in the area of communications 
(Lowsheet No. 29, Decree No. 160), 
the following is ordered: 
I. 
l. A main censorship office will be 

established as on organic unit of 
the Ministry of the Interior. 

2. In the counties (wojew6dztwo) 
under martial low, county cen-
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sorship offices will be established 
which will be organizational uni ts of 
the respective KWMO (People's Mi­
litia County Command. 

3. In the counties under martial low, 
regional censorship offices will be 

established which will be subordi­
nate to the County Censorship Office. 
4. The Censorship Offices in para­

graphs 1 to 3 will be coiled 
henceforth AGENCIES. 

5. A listing of the locations in which 
censorship agencies will be es­

tablished will follow at the end. 
II. 
1. The censorship agencies ore au-

thorized to control domestic and 
foreign correspondence, such as let­
termoil, packages, telephone, as 
well as radio and telecommunica­
tion. 
2. The censorship agencies ore au-

thorized, if necessary, to total or 
partial confiscation of postal trans­
missions, as well as the disruption 
of telephone lines and telecommuni­
cation instol!otions, insofar as these 
ore not in accord with the lows of 
the land. 

3. The censorship agencies will ex-
ercise control and censorship in 

a selective manner depending on 
circumstances and needs. 
Ill. 
l. The censorship agencies will op­

e rote in separate facilities, 
namely: 
o. the main censorship office in the 

building of the Ministry of the In­
terior; 

b. the county censorship offices in 
the office of the particular KW­
MO headqua rters; 

c. the regional censorship offices in 
the buildings of the particular 
town (city) police stations. 
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2. Censorship agencies can also op-
erate in other buildings, as listed 

paragraph I, provided they are ac­
cordingly adapted and protected by 
agents of the ministry of \he In­
terior. 
IV. 
1 . The censorship of domestic and 

foreign lettermail will be execut­
ed by the censorship organization. 
2. The censorship of domestic pack-

ages will be executed by offi­
cials of the censorship organiza­
tion as well os by assistants from 
the post office authorized for this by 
the supervisor of the main censor­
ship office or the county censorship 

office. 
3. The censorship of foreign pack-

ages will be carried out in the 
f7ostal Customs Offices by the Cus­
toms officials under supervision of a 
representative of the censorship or­
ganization. 
4. The censorship of telecommuni-

cation as well as communication 
by telephone will be controlled and 
carried out by selected postal work­
ers authorized for this by the main 
censorship office or the county cen­
sorship office. They will be superin­
tended by the censorship organiza­

tion. 
The users of telecommunicotjon, that 
is, customers who receive teleprint­
ed data, facsimiles or other infor­
mation by telecommunication are 
subject to censorship at the receiv­
ing end of the telecommunication 

line. 
V. 
The forwarding of lettermail bet­
ween the censorship station and the 
post offices will be executed by 
postal officials. 
VI 
All modifications of the postal sys­
tem, as well as the disbanding and 
transfer of post offices are subject 
to agreement between the postal 
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ministry and the main censorship of­
fice. 
VII. 
Detailed guidelines for the activi­
ties of the censorship ogencies as 
well as guidelines for the coopera­
tion with organizati<>nal units of the 
State enterprise: POLISH POST. TE­
LEGRAPH and TELEPHONE are la:,J 
down in instructions issued by the 
Ministry of the Interior and the Mi­
nistry of Telecommunication. 
VIII. 
This regulation is in force on the 
day of proclamation of martial law. 

Minister of the Interior: 
C. KISZCZAK 

List of localities in which censorship 
agencies will be established: 
I. Main Censorship Office 
Warsaw 
II. County Censorship 
Bialy Podlaska 
Bialystok 
Bielsko-Biala 
Bydgoszcz 
Chelm 
Ciechanow 
Czestochowa 
Elblqg 
Gdansk 
Gorzow 

Wielkopolski 
Jelenia Gora 
Kalisz 
Katowice 
Kieke 
Konin 
Koszalin 
Krakow 
Krosno 
Legnica 
Leszno 
Lublin 
lomia 
lodi 
Nowy Sqcz 
Olsztyn 

Offices: 
Opole 
Ostroleka 
Pila 
Piotrkow 

T rybunalski 
Plock 
Poznan 
Przemysl 
Radom 
Rzeszow 
Siedlce 
Sierad:i 
Skierniewice 
Slupsk 
Suwalki 
Szczecin 
Tarnobrzeg 
Tornow 
Torun 
Walbrzych 
Warszawa 
Wloclawek 
Wroclaw 
Zamosc 
Zielona Gora 

Ill. Regional 
Gdynia 

Censorship Office: 
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Poland No. 5 (Sobieski) and Its Essays 
By STANLEY KRONENBERG 

Very soon after the Armistice of 
November 1 1, 1918, the first post­
oge stamps of Poland were issued. 
They were the overprinted " Monu­
ment Set" of the Warsaw Citizens ' 
Committee delivery stamps. This set 
was printed during the German oc­
cupation in 191 6 and was kept in 
storage awoiting the independence 
of Poland. 

Illustrated here is the genesis of 
the top denomination, 50 fen/20 
groszy stamp of th is set of four. 

It was designed together with 
the other values of this set by the 
artist Edward Trojanowski of War­
saw. It shows the Warsaw monu­
ment of the king Jan Ill Sobieski, 
who reigned in Poland from 167 4 
to 1696 and defeated the Turks at 
Vienna in 1683. 

The first two ideas fo r this stomp 
are shown in figures 1 and 2. They 

Fig. 1 Fig. 2 

are hondpainted in tempera in block 
and in brown respectively on thick 
white oquorell paper . These were 
soon followed by two improved 
ideas shown in figures 3 & 4. They 
ore also hondpointed in a combi­
nation of tempera and water color 
on a high quality oquorell paper i n 
violet and in blue respectively. 

The final design is shown in f ig­
ure 5. From this design typographi­
cally prin ted imperforate proofs 
were mode on thick white enameled 
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Fig. 3 

Fig. 4 

paper. All f :ne details con be seen 
in this unusually sharp printing. The 
design was then transferred on a 
lithogroph:c p late to make other 
proofs in black on a medium thick 
o range brown paper and on a me­
dium th ick gray paper. Proofs in 

brown were printed on grayish me­
dium thick poper. 

In 191 8 a competition for post­
age stomp designs was held in 
Warsaw. Proposals for future stomps 
of the ''Kr6/estwo Polskie" (King­
dom of Poland) were collected and 
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Fig. 5 Fig. 6 

published in the booklet: "Polskie 
Morki Pocztowe" . This booklet con­
tains in its 36 pages of illustrations 
stomp designs by Polish artists. Tro­
janowski entered numerous designs 
ond among them is the 20 fen. de­
sign similar to that of the Citizen 's 
Moil stamp but with changed orna­
ments ond inscriptions. It is shown 
on page 3 of the booklet. These 
booklets were printed in four color 
versions ond thus depending on 
the type of the booklet these es­
soys exist in dork blue, dork green, 
block ond in brown, oil with o ye l­
lowish background. 

Black proofs of the 20 (fen .) de­
sign were also printed typographi­
cally on thick white enameled pa­
per (figure 6). Trojanowski 's design 
was among the finalists ond there­
fore two of its version::: 7 9 2 (fen.) 
in v:olet blue and 10 (fen.) in car­
mine were printed with other win­
ning designs in the colorful foldout 
of the booklet. These two essoys 
ore shown here in figures 7 and 8 . 

Trojanowski entered in ~he compe-

Fig. 7 Fig. 8 
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tition also another version which 
shows Sobieski 's Warsaw monument. 
This design did not win a prize. It 
is illustrated in the booklet on page 
6 and is shown here in figure 9. 

Fig. 9 Fig. 10 

The final unissued City Mail 
stamps were printed by the com­
pany Jon Cotty, li thographically in 
sheets of 9 x 6 stamps on o high 
q1:olity paper with pronounced wa­
termarks consisting of wavy lines. 
The 20 groszy stamp exists in blue 
and in dork blue w ith darker or 
lighter underprints. They ore line 
perforated 1 l ½ but some sheets 
were left imperforote (figures 10 
ond 11 ). 

According lo the printing shop 
account 209,952 City mail stamps 
of 20 groszy denomination were 
printed. 183,000 of these stomps 
were overprinted typographically 
ond issued on November 17, 191 8 
as 50 fen. postage stomps of Po­
land (figure 1 2). 

Fig. 11 Fig. 12 
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Leon S. Kowecki - Honorary Member 
The Polonus Philatelic Society is 

fortunate to have unique and exqui­
site designs on its souvenir sheets, 
first day covers and the program 
catalog covers . Since 1977 Polonus 
had all three items designed by l he 
same artist, who happens to be our 
member, Leon Kawecki. 

This year an original design was 
submitted by Leon who is well known 
as a commercial artist on the West 
Coast, where he presently resides. 

Leon Kawecki graduated from the 
State College of Fine Arts in Poznan, 
Poland. He went thru several art 
schools here in the States, like the 
Pittsburgh Art Institute and the Cali­
fornia Institute of Art. As a commer­
cial artist, Leon has worked for 
some large companies like K. Heinz 
Henning of Hamburg, Fuller Label & 
Box Co. of Pittsburgh. He presently 
is art director for the Mead Pack­
aging Corporation in Los Angeles, 
California. 

Many of us remember l he Coper­
nicus stamp labels of 1973, which 
were designed by Leon. He also de­
signed an attractilVe Bicentennial 
medallion. He participated in many 
art exhibits, here and in Mex ico, 
England, Germany and Poland. 

On numerous occasions Leon was 
always willing to contribute his ski ll 
and experience. Professionally, Leon 
received recognition with many a­
wards and medals for his designs. 

His hobby is the research in 
crowns, coins and medals of Poland 
and he finds relaxation in classical 
literature and music. 

Leon also designed l he POLPEX 
83 Medal, and had very success­
fully designed other medals for lhe 
Polish American Numismatic Asso­
ciation as well as for the Polish A-
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I 
merican Congress. 

At ;he POLPEX 83 Beeba Banquet 
Leon Kawecki was mode an Honor­
ary Member of Polonus for his acti­
vities in promoting the Society and 
also Polish philately and culture. 

We are proud and happy to 
hove Leon as a Polonus member 
and we all join in wishing him much 
success in :he future . 

-R. H. Strzelecki 

POLAPEX 84 
The Organizing Committee for 

POLAPEX '84, the annual stomp ex­
hibition of the Poland Philatelic Club 
of Milwaukee, announced that its 
1984 show will be held at a new lo­
cation: Hort Park in Wauwatosa, 
a western suburb of Milwaukee, on 
Saturday and Sunday, May 5-6, 
1984. Hours have also been changed 
to 1 0 :00 am-6 :00 pm on Saturday 
and 10:00-5 :00 on Sunday. Hart 
Pork is located two blocks south of 
West State St. and North 72nd St. 
in the city of Wauwatosa. 

A twenty dealer bourse is p lanned 
with free admission to the show. In­
terested dealers ore invited to write 
to Erik Martini, P.O. Box 1266, M il­
waukee, WI 53201 for further infor­
mation on the bourse. 
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Flotillas on the Northern 
Vistula River 1914-1919 
By JOZEF KUDEREWICZ 

Marcel Koseve described in Filatelista - Na. 13/ 1963 
and in No. 1 / 1964, four postcards; two of them ad­

dressed to the German Vistu la Flotilla (WEICHSELFLO­

TILLEI which was under the command of the M ilitary 

Railways; and two others from the Germon Vistula Flo• 

ti lla, one from MODLIN, the other from WlOClAWEK. 

Although this portion of philately is unknown, ond, as 

Mr. Koseve mentioned, unobtainable, - but os it hap­

pens in philately sometimes something w ill " pop up" . 

While "looking" for the A~strion Vistu la Flotilo , I was 

lucky to get four i tems from the German Vistula Flotilla : 

~;'(,M4 
~ 1,..,..,, ,- ~---,_ 

• ~ 

. J:...._ _,J--. ... 

. , 

r:El~ 
~~ 

3. Postcard from Warsaw - October 25, 1915 • written 

al JABlONNA, with purple marking with the legend : 

"FREIWIUIGES MOTORBOOT-KORPS GRUPPE 11 -

WEICHSELFLOTILLE" . 

1. Envelope - undated • fro 
the German Vistula Flotill, 
was sent to Robert Paschv 
Academy in Kilon • Coe 
Prussian Eogle in the mi< 
" KOMMANDO WEICHSELI 

• 

4 . Postcard from Warsaw • ! 
Cachet and with the le! 
BRIEFSTEMPEL/DAMPFER . 

Poland at its Independence 
own Vistula Flotilla os is sh, 
cord sent from MODLIN to C 
chef and with the Polish eogl 
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f<d-t 
~~~~~ 

m Commanding Officer of 
l Graf Podsadowski which 
1itz, Inspector of the Naval 
het, Circular, Purple -with 
ldle and with the legend: 
:LOTILLE". 

;ept. 9, 1916 - with purple 
iend: " WEICHSELFLOTILLE/ 
iTOR" 

after W.W. I organized its 
:>wn by the following Post­
;NIEZNO • with purple Ca­
~ and the following legend: 

2. Postcard sent from TO RUN • Setp. 29, 191 5 • with 

the address of the sender: 'WEICHSELFLOTILLE NO­

WOGEORGIESK" • Russian name for MODLIN. 

5. "KOMPANJA PORTOWA PORTU WOJENNEGO W 

MODLINIE" - Port Company of Military Port in Mod­

lin. Polish Field Dated Postmark - "Gt. POCZTA 

POLOWA 16.IX.19 WARSZAWA". 
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Warsaw City Post Issue of 1860 
By JAMES MAZEPA 

Concurrent with the issue of the 
10 kopeck red ond blue stomp on 
Jonuory 1, 1860, postal stationery 
wos released for use in the King­
dom of Poland. A 10 kopeck enve­
lope with o block impressed seal 
wos issued to poy the rote for o let­
ter within Poland ond to Russia. The 
seal wos impressed either on the 
flap or on the front left corner. A 
three kopeck envelope was issued 
for moil solely within the city of 
Warsaw, thus saving the sender 
seven kopecks over the regular 
postal rate. These city post enve• 
lopes replaced the provisional city 
post stationery introduced in 1 859, 
ond w~re voli9 for postage until 
April 1, 1 865 when all Polish sta­
tionery and the sole Polish stomp 
were suppressed and demonitized. 

FORM OF THE ENVELOPES & SEALS 
The Warsaw City Post envelopes 

come in two forms. One has the 
seal impressed on the flop, the oth­
er with the seal impressed in the 
upper left front corner. The same 
seal wos used for both forms. It 
was engraved by Henryk Majer, 
who was an engraver for the Polish 
Notional Bonk. The designer of the 
seal is unknown; however, trial de­
signs ore known and reproduced in 
the Polanski ond Rachmanoff book. 
The envelopes were folded by hand 
and generally run 80mm x 140mm 
with, of course, slight variations. 

The seal is 28 mm in diameter 
and consists of o top inscription in 
solid letters " POCZT A MIEJSKA 
WARSZAWSKA" (Warsaw City Post} 
ond a bottom inscription in open 
letters " ZA LIST I KOPERTI; 3 KO­
PIE" lfor the letter ond envelope, 3 
kopecks) . The center design is the 
emblematic Imperial Russian eagle 
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with the Polish crest imposed in the 
center. Beneath the eagle are the 
crossed posthorns which symbolize 
the postal administration. 

It seems reasonable to assume 
that the seal was to be embossed 
on the envelope in the same man­
ner os the contemporary Russian 
stationery. But for unknown reasons 
this did not occur . Similarly, the 
eagle on Poland #1 probably was 
to be embossed os on the current 
Russian stamps, but this too, did not 
materialize. No proofs or essays 
are known. 

PAPER FOR THE ENVELOPES 
The paper used is uniformly with­

in a range of creme colored with o 
brownish tint. Often brown specks 
are found within the paper os ore 
minor imperfections due to the met­
hod of production. The paper is 
impressed with a "waffled" pattern 
of squares, and this impression can 
be very light, almost indiscernible, 
to o very heavy, pronounced impres­
sion. Some envelopes lack any evi­
dence of this impression. My expe­
rience is that the wi thout waffled 
impressed envelopes are far scarcer 
than the with impressed ones, but this 
may just be due to distribution as 
the Polish catalog gives only a mi­
nor increase of value to the smooth 
paper examples. 

COLOR OF THE SEAL 
The literatures generally give lwo 

colors for the seal, o light and dork 
blue. However , there are many 
shades of the blue. Many of the 
earlier impressions have a deep 
Prussian or steel blue, and the later 
impressions a light, pale blue. Some 
hove a milky blue appearance, and 
here, too, ore several shades. The 
brightest, sharpest colors come from 
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the earlier impressions. Overail, 
one can find at least six distinct 
shades of blue. 

RANGE OF IMPRESSIONS 

From the degrees of wear of the 
impressed seal, one can assume 
that a large number of impressions 
were made. There is no evidence 
based on potential varieties that 
might occur within the design of the 
seal to suggest that more than one 
dev:ce was ever used to imprint all 
ihe envelopes. Based on a study of 
the impressions, it seems that the 
form with the seal on the flap was 
lhc first made. 

I. Early lmpress:on: In the early im­
pression the overall design is quite 
clear and sharp. The lines in the 
crown above the Polish crest are 
sharp and distinct. The outline of 
the Polish eagle is distinct and dis­
cern;ble. The shading within the 
posthorn and in the wings of the 
Russian eagle is pronounced and 
definite. The impression is uniform­
ly struck and the edges of the circle 
are consistently strong and clear. 

I hove only seen this early im­
pression on the form with the seal 
on the flap, and it is, by far, the 
scarcest of all the impressions (fig­
ure 1). 
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II. Early-Intermediate Impression: 
The lines in the crown are very light. 
The Poiish eagle is discernible, but 
not crisp. The shading in the feath­
ers of the Russian eagle and the 
posthorns is less distinct. This im­
pression is found on both forms of 

the envelope (figure 2). 

Fig. 2 

Ill. Intermed iate lmpress·on: The 
lines in the crowns have oil but dis­
appeared. The Polish eagle is bare­
ly discernible, The lines of shading 
in the feathers of the RL,ssian eagle 
and the posthorns a-e broken, 
"spotty", or gone. The impression is 
still generaliy even. The example 
shown is somewhat heavily inked 
and "blotches" occur at the bottom 
of the seal and in front of the "3 ". 
(Figure 3). 



IV. Intermediate-Late Impression: 
The lines in the crown ore gone 
and the Polish eagle cannot be dis­
tinguished. The sh:eld of the Po!ish 
crest is barely discern,ble as is the 
shading of the feathers and post­
horn. The left edge of the seal is 
lightened and less distinct due :o 
wear. This impression and the late 
impression ore the most commonly 
seen (figure 4). 

<. 

,~., .. 
.. 
,•. 

~~ 
\CS •• 
• l ~ .r 

I ·-:•l~v;:,~ 
. ~ {&/(;t.,i~,-.: 
.~ 1fW'#J .I ~· ,. 

Fig. 4 

V . Late Impression: The sea! hos an 
overall poor appearance. The crown 
and Polish crest are blurred togeth­
er. Many of the fine lines of shad­
ing ore gone and the seal has an 
ove~all "flat" appearance. The left 
side of the seal is much lighter and 
less distinct than other areas of the 
seal, and the crispness of the let­
ters is gone. (Figure 5). 
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" FLOODED POSTHORN VARIETY" 
One major variety occurs on the 

Warsaw City Post envelopes. This is 
ca!led the " Flooded posthorn va­
riety" and usually occurs on late 
impressions although I have a:so 
seen it on intermedia:e imp~essions. 
It is caused by an overinking or un­
even inking of the impression de­
vice which causes the ink to run into 
the vacant spaces of the seal. When 
this occurs near the posthorns, they 
become "flooded" with ink (figure 
6). 

FORGERIES 
One type of forgery is known. 

The impression is unclear w ith many 
minor differences in the design. 
Most notably, the "i" in the bottom 
inscription is upper case rather than 
lower case as in the original, and 
the accent mark is missing in the 
word "koperte". I have seen the 
forgery only as o cut-out and never 
as an entire envelope. {Figure 7). 

At least two facsimilies exist. One 
is found in the Polanski and Rach­
monoff book, photogravure in blue, 
and I hove hod it offered to me as 
a "proof". I hove also seen this 
seal along with the 1859 seals and 
the 10 kopeck seal reproduced by 
George Linn (founder of Linn's 
Weekly Stamp News) in a little 
booklet. I believe this was made 
about 1910, but at present do not 
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have access to an example for 
study. Furthermore an example does 
not exist in the archives of the Linn 
organization. No official govern­
ment reprints were made. 

USE AND AVAILABILITY 
Few used examples have sur­

vived and this could suggest that 
the city post was not too popular. 
Business firms may have used their 
" errand boys" for this purpose and 
saved the three kopecks. Six used 
examples of the seal impressed on 
the front have been recorded, and 
four used examples with the seal 
impressed on the flap are recorded. 
These used examples are among 
the rarest items of Polish philately 
(see "Gems of Polish Phi lately" in 
this issue.) One example with the 
seal on the front is a dubious late 
(1 884) usage. 

Unused examples are more com­
mon. Since collectors had spaces 
only for cut-outs in early albums, 
these cut-outs ore not too difficult 
to find. Of course, one can not tell 
if they are from the flap or the 
front of the envelope. Entire un­
used envelopes are mo re difficult 
but can be found in auctions peri~ 
odicolly. 

ARE YOU MOVING? 
If so, notify us of your new address. 
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VANCOUVER'S POLCAPEX 83 
This foll, the Polish Philatelic So­

ciety of Canada will be hosting POL­
CAPEX ·a3 on October 1-2, 1983 at 
the Polish Community Center, 4015 
Fraser Street, Vancouver. The show's 
theme will honor the 300th anniver­
sary of Polish King Sobieski's victory 
over the Turks at Vienna in 1683. 
While theme-related exhibits are en­
couraged, exhibits are not restricted 
to theme lines. All categories will be 
eligible for competition. On Satur­
day, there will be an Awards Ban­
quet and Dance at the Center begin­
ning at 7pm. For further information 
write to PPSC, 510 St. George St., 
New Westminster, B.C., CANADA 
V3L 1 L2. 

CZECHOPEX 83 
The Chicagoland Czechoslovak 

Philatelic Society and the First Czech­
oslovak Philatelic Club of America 
will host o combined philatelic ex­
hibition October 28-30, 1983 in the 
Czechoslovak Society of America 
Building, 2707 S. Harlem Avenue, 
Berwyn, Ill inois. 

The theme of this 1 20 frame ex­
hibition will be the 65th Anniversary 
of the founding of Czechoslovakia. 

Collectors of Czechoslovakia and 
related material may obtain a pros­
pectus from Jane Sterba, CCPS Sec­
retary, 6624 Windsor Avenue, Ber­
wyn, Illinois 60402. 

A fee of S2.00 per frame will be 
charged, and each frame will ac­
commodate four pages. 

CHICAGOPEX 83 
Chicagopex ' 83, the exhibition of 

the Chicago Philateilc Society, will 
be held October 1 4-16 at the Bis­
mark Hotel in downtown Chicago. 

TORONTO'S ST AMPEX 
Dr. Miet A. Kamienski won a gold 

medal at STAMPEX held in Toronto 
June 3-5 for his "Poland to 1923". 
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GEMS OF POLISH PHILATELY 
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On January 1, 1 860, postal sta­
tionery was issued for use so!ely ih 
the city of Warsaw. Two enve!ope:; 
were issued for this Warsaw City 
Post, the first issue with the seal on 
the flap, and the second issue with 
the seal on the front. Even though 
the City Post was in existence until 
April 1, 1865, only four used exam· 
p 1es of the first issue are record ­
ed. Several of these have the seal 
damaged from opening. The exam­
p!e shown here is one of the finest 
of the known copies. It was mailed 
on January 28th of an unknown 
year, probab:y 1860 or 1861. 

MIKSTEIN BOOK AVAILABLE 
The translation of St. Mikstein 's 

book on Polish Postmarks of the 18th 
Century is available. Translated by 
member Ryszard Poddubiuk, this 160 
page book is the finest, and only, 
major work on the postmarks of thi:; 
period in Poland. Only 50 book:; 
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hove been made, so if you are in­
terested do order your copy now. 
Write to: Dr. James Mazepa, Box 
1217, Oak Pork, IL 60304. The price 
is $12.00 p lus $1.25 for postage 
and packing. 

NEW ISSUES 
Military Council of National 
Salvation 

On the 1st Anniversary of t he 
creation of the Military Council of 
Notional Salvation, the Polish Post 
issued one postage stamp, face va­
lue 2 .50zl, showing an obverse and 
a reverse of a medal with circum­
scriptions: " Military Council of Na­
tional Salvation " and "We Shall 
Save Poland, Our Fatherland." The 
size is 43 .x 31 .25 mm; 1 FDC en• 
velope. 

• • 0 

120th Anniversary of the 
January Uprising 

In order lo commemorate the 
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1 20th Anniversary of the January 
Uprising, one postage stomp was is­
sued in January, 1983, presenting 
the Artur Grottger (1837-67) "The 
Bottle" of his "Polonia " ser ies. Va­
lue 6 zl; size 51 x 31 .25 mm; 1 FDC 
envelope. 

0 0 0 

Second Visit of Pope John 
Paul II to Poland 
bued in June 1983. 

31 zl-:moge of Pope John Poul II 
by the Josno Gora sanctuary 

65 zl-imoge of Pope by the church 
of Niepokalanow 

This value appeared in the form 
of a souvenir sheet with a margin 
inscription, "John Poul II", " Second 
Visit to Po'.ond". 

Designed by R. Dudzicki; rotogra­
vure; souvenir 5heet size 11 0x80mm; 
stomp size 40.5x54mm; 2 FDC's; 15 
concelllotions; 7 postcards; printed 
on chalky paper. 

0 o 0 

The Army of John Ill Sobieski 
Issued in Ju!y 1983. 

Vo'ues : 5 zl, 5 zl, 6 zl, 15 zl, 27 zl. 
Designers: B. Wroblewski, Z. Kopus­
cik, R. Dudziczki. Rotogravure print­
ed; Size 3 l.25x39 .5mm; 3 FDC's. 

• • • 
Torun 750th Anniversary 

Issued in August 1983. 

In addition to the 6 zl marking 
the 750th anniversary of granting of 
municipal rights to Toruri the Po1ish 
Post will issue a block of four with a 
tab bearing ,he inscri ption, '(/V O­
golnopolska Wystawa Filatelistyczna 
Torun 1983 (XIV Polish Philatelic Ex-
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tity of blocks: 500,000. Designed by 
hibition Toruri 1983). Printed quon­
S. Malecki; rotogravure printed; size 
54x27 mm; 1 FDC; chalky paper. 

0 0 0 

Boxing Union 60th Anniversary 

To be issued in November 1983. 

A 6 zl va'.ue designed by J. Bro­
dowski; offset printed; size 40.5x27 
mm; 1 FDC; chalky paper. 

-ARS Polonia 

POLPEX 84 
After much deliberation at several 

post meetings, a theme was chosen 
for POLPEX '84, which is to be held 
Morch 31st and April 1st at the Pol­
ish Veterans Building, 6005 West 
Irving Pork Rood, at Aust:n Avenue 
in Chicago. At the June 24, 1983 
meeting Romon Strze1ecki mo:ioned 
for lhe sports theme of the 1984 
Summer O'.ympics to be held in the 
United S10:es. His motion passed. A 
special sports c'.oss of exhibits will 
be estab '.ished along w ith general 
Po"ond and foreign exhibits. 

Chairmen for the various commit­
lees ore now being appointed. We 
need many workers to make the ex­
h;bi:ion a success. Please check with 
lhe President and find out how you 
con help. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Edwin Fobiszok 

4819 North Mobile 
Chicago, IL 60630 

Dr. Edmond Hene!t 
71 East Morkris Drive 
Hillsdale, Ml 49240 
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NEXT MEETING 
Our next meeting will be held on 

Friday, August 26, 1983 at the Polish 
American Congress Building, 5844 
Mi!waukee Avenue in Chicago. Our 
meeting room will be air conditioned. 
At 7 :00 pm, dealers wi ll already be 
displaying their wares. A short bus­
iness meeting will be held al 8 :00 
pm, after which there will be an ex­
hibit of panels of topical stamps 
specially prepared in Poland. 

OFFICERS FOR 1983-84 
At the June 24, 1983 Polonus 

meeting the following officers were 
installed for the term of 1983-84: 
President . . . . . . . . John Bartczak 
Vice Pres. . ..... . . Thomas Gobby 
Treasurer .......... Stanley Rusin 
~ecrelary . . . . . . . Chester Schafer 
Directors . . . . . . . . . Al Ryborski 

Walenty Poniecki 
The President appointed Roman 

Strzelecki as Membership Chairman, 
James Mazepa as Publications Chair­
man, and Chesler Schafer as Editor. 

The new officers were sworn in by 
senior member John Bobo, and the 
meeting was turned into a social 
party as the members enjoyed hors 
d'oeuvres and cocktails. President 
Bartczak donated $50 toward the 
refreshments. 

POLONUS MAIL SALE 
The recent Polpex was a great ex­

pense lo Po/onus . To help defray ;he 
costs Joe Bieniecki offered to donate 
material for a Mail Sale. Tom Gabby 
volunteered :a undertake !his venture. 

We appeal to members ·:or dona­
tions of stomps and covers for ;his 
future Polonus Moil Sole . Send it lo 
Thomas Gabby, 5713 W. Warwick, 
Chicago, IL 60634. 

OUR NEXT BULLETIN 
. w ill be Issue No. 400. We are 

the oldest such publication ,o appear 
continl.lously. 
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P0L0NUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

James Mazepa, Publications Comm. 
P.O. Box 1217, Oak Park, IL 60304 
Address all correspondence to: 

P.O. Box 82, River Grove, IL 60171 
The Polonus Philatelic Society is non­
pol ticol. V ews expressed by authors 
of articles appearing here,n do not 

l 
necessordy exp.ress the views of the 
Polonus Philatelic Soc,ety 

- Annual Dues are $10.00 -
(Please rem,t rn U.S. Currency) 

Stanley Rusin, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 56148, Chicago. IL 60656 

P#~##,.,,..r.r.,~ 

POLONUS NOTES 
Stefan Kochanski plans to attend 

the T oruri Philatelic Exhibition in Sep­
tember. 

Ed Link will represent Polonus at 
the coming Philatelic exhibition in 
Vienna. 

The President introduced a new 
procedure at the meetings in June. 
He asked the dealers to come at 
7 :00 pm so members could do their 
browsing. He called the meeting to 
order promptly at 8 :00 pm with busi­
ness restricted lo as little time as 
possible. Al 8 :20 pm the meeting 
adjourned. The June meeting then 
proceeded with the Installation Par­
ry . Al the July meeting, ofter the ad­
journment of the business meeting, 
Chester Schafer spoke on and dis­
played his Poslgebeit Ob. Ost Ger­
mania Overprints of 1916-18. Ed 
Link talked on his iopical collecting 
of Pope John Paul II and showed us 
some rare 1981 Phillipines covers. 
Joe Mistarz brought various UN mat­
erial and described it. His outstand­
ing piece was a UN stamp with the 
Unesco inscription in Russian. John 
Bartczak showed pages from his Na­
val Batt'eship collection, baloon cov­
ers, Galicia, and Polish post card 
collection . 

Po/onus is now in its 44th year of 
existence. 
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