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OUR FORTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

Polonus celebrates ils 45th Anni-
versary this year at POLPEX 84 on
March 31st and April 1st at ‘he Po-

lish Veterans

(SWAP) Build-
ing, 6005 W. Theme:
Irving Park
Road in Chi- gi?:;ncs
cago. IN

The exhib’t LOS

will be open
from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Sal-
urday, and 10
a.m.io4 p.m,
Sunday. Ad-
mission will
be free,
Special ca-
cheted covers
were printed,
one for each of the two days of the
show. These are available at $1.00
each plus postage, Souvenir sheets
of our previous Polpex show in 1981
were overprinted POLPEX 84 and
will be issued for this year's event.
A set of two sheets with descriptive
folder are $1 plus postage.
Souvenir Show Cards from the
1981 show were also overprinted
and issued. These POLPEX B84 sou-
venir Show Cards are priced at
$1.50 unused; and $2.00 cancelled
plus postage. A program catalog will

ANGELES

also be published for POLPEX B84,
and the price of this item is $1 p'us
postage. All of the Polpex items
tolal up o
$7.50. As a
special pack-
age deal for
all above [st-
ed items, Po-
lonus is charg-
ing only $6,
plus postage.
Available
from John
Bartczak,
10428 South
Avenue "O",
Chicago, IL
60617.

A panel of
judges will a-
ward medals in five categories, with
the grand award going to the best
exhibit from all categories.

In addition, a gold literature a-
ward will be given to the author of
the best article that appeared in
the Bulletin of the Polonus Philatelic
Society during 1983,

Because the exhibition is being
held at the Polish Veterans Building,
there is room for but 112 frames.
A twenty dealer bourse will operate
along with a US postal station using
a special Polpex cancellation. Mem-
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ber< are reminded to make purchas-
es at the postal station as they must
sell a certain quota if we are to
continue having them at future Pol-
pex shows, Attending members are
also asked to partake in the Beeba
Buffet Dinner, Saturday night at 7:00
PM as this will be the official 45th
anniversary get-together along with
lhe award presentations.

Last year's POLPEX was held

downtown and the expenses were
enormous. We're running this year's
show on a smaller scale but we still
need your support and participation
to make it a financial success and
make up for last year's poor effort.

Chicagoland members are request-
ed to come out on Friday night at
7:00 PM to help put up the show.
Let's make our 45th Anniversary
POLPEX 84 a great event!

GEMS OF POLISH PHILATELY

One of the more interesting yel
neglected aspects of Polish philat-
ely are the City Post issues. Most of
these stamps were issued during the
occupations of the First World War.
The best known are the issues of the
city of Warsa, but over a dozen oth-
er town had a local post. The usual
function of these posts was to trans-
port the mail from the post office,
usually a military post office, to the
local address, for a set fee. A city
post existed in the city of Zarki dur-
ing the Austrian occupation. Genu-
ine stamps of the three issued sels
are difficult to find, as are philatelic

letters with these issues. But genuine
commercial mail with these stamps
are rarities. Shown here is an ex-
ample of a registered letter sent
from Krakéw on October 8, 1918,
to Zarki. The letter arrived at the
Austrian fieldpost office on the 12th,
and was handed over to the local
post. The 12 heller of the first issue,
the value designated for the local
delivery of registered letters, was
applied and tied to the letter with
the cachet 'ZARKI - KROL. POLSKIE.’
This was the third day that the local
post office was in use, and it lasted
less than a month.
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“WEICHSEL” ON THE RIVER DONAU
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Vistu'a on the Danube, sounds

very sirange, but it is a fact. In 1916
during Werld War |, there was at-
tached to the Austro-Hungarian
Donauflotille (flotilla on the River Da-
nube) a unit of German motorboats.
One of the motorboats, surprisingly,
was named Weichsel or Vistula. The
mail from this small boat is extreme-
ly rare.

Enclosed is a photograph of a
Field Postal Leiter with the German
Field Postmark — K.D. Feldpost, dat-
ed 20 January, 1918, In the lower
portion of the letter is a round pur-
ple cachet with the legend — KAI-
SERLICH DEUTSCHE MOTORBOOT-
FLOTILLE a. (an) d. (der) DONAU/
BRIEFSTEMPEL / PANZERBOOT WEI-
CHSEL.

It is handwritten by the sender,
D. (Deutsche) FELDPOST 505. Ac-
cording to Viceadmiral O!af R. Wulff
this boat was taking part in the
fight on the Romanian front.

Z_Jozef Kuderewicz, M.D.

.‘-./_‘ i
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POLAPEX 84

POLAPEX 84, the annual stamp
exhibition of ihe Poland Philatelic
Club of Milwaukee, will be held on
Saturday and Sunday, May 5-6,
1984, at Hart Park in Wauwatosa,
a western- suburb of Milwaukee.
Hours will be Saiurday, 10 am to
6 pm; and Sunday, 10 am to 5 pm.
The Hart Park location is a new one
for the exhibition and is located 2
blocks souih of West State Street &
North 72nd Street n the Cily of
Wauwaiosa. Dealers interested in
participating in the iwenty dealer
bourse should write Erik Martini,
Box 1266, Milwaukee, WI 53201,
for further information.

NEW MEMBER
Christine Sombret
Ecole Anatole
Mazingarbe, France 42670
We welcome the President of the
Philatelic Society in France, Chris-
tine Somb-et, who was just voted in
as a new Polonus member,

rolonus Builetin, March-April, 1984
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Types of Censorship Handstamps on Mail and Telegrams

of the Recent Martial Law Period in Poland
By JOE MICHAUD

Znouzh censored material is presently available to at least
make a good beginning at categorizing the many censorship
handstamps used during the martial law period (13.12.81 -
30.12.82) in Poland. The first article on this subject to ap-
pear in the United States was that of Thomas ‘:ohby (American
Philatelist, Apr. 1982). At that time only 3 distinctive

types of handstamp and one oddity had been identified. Since
then a larse variety of marking£s have been reported and I'm
sure there are many more to come. This is a field with a Zreat
deal of potential for the cover collector and postal historian,
‘thether one wishes to make a zeneral study of the period or
specialize in any of several possible areas, this is a field
which one can still enter at a modest cost.

Initially I worked with a very simple method by which each

new handstamp that came to my attention was iven the next
hizher number, e.z. Type I, Type TI, etc.. This soon proved

to be unsatisfactory. A system for catejorizins handstamps

has to have some internal lozic as well as be open-ended.Af-
ter a period of experimentation I have decided upon the follow-
ing system which includes, so far, 7 categories:

1. "Censored' handstamps used on all mail and telegrams ex-
cept that of militia prisoners and detainees.

2., 'Hot Censored' handstamps used durinz the early period
of censorship.

3. Censor Cffice Circular Numbered handstamps.

4. '"C' Uilitia Numbered handstamps.

5. 'Censored' handstamps from detainment facilities.
6. iiilitary handstamps’

7. Censor numbers found on tele;irams.

Thus the first arabic numeral refers to a perticular catezory
of handstamp as described above. Tf new catezories of usa:s
are identifi2d they can easily be added. The catejory number
i3z followed by a capital letter indicatin; the type. This is
followed by the arabic numeral 1 if it is either the first or
only tyne to be identified for that catesory; e.:z. 1Al for
th2 most common handstamp °‘CCZIHNZURCYA!NIC'. Subtypes are indi-
cated by assiznin; the next hiher arabic numeral following
the let%er; e.;. 141, 1A2, 1A3, etc.. T found that some hand-
stamps, such as the boxless 'CCENZU-C'ANC', were zrobably
odditie$ rather than discrete types. These T catazorized by
addin: a lower case letter %o the 3 precedins characters (see
1ita, 131a, etc.). T will now describe and catezorize all the
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handstamps of which I am aware to date. Tllustrations of all
handstamps in a particular category will be given at the head
of that category.

1, 'Censored' handstamps

N

Eom] [ )

Type 1Al Type 1B1

GRENZUROWANO | | OCENZUROWANO |
= e M ’
Type' 1C1 Iype 1P1
Fisure 1
1A1

The box measures 16mm by 54mm. The lettering measures 10mm by
4L9mm. This handstamp occurs on all types of mail, incoming, out-
roing and domestic. It occurs in black and various shades of
blue, red and zreen, After the introduction of category 3 hand-
stamps it did not occur alone on incoming and domestic mail.

1ila

This is the boxless 1il reported by Jobby. All orizinals and
photocopies of ‘boxless' censor handstamps that occur as well
with a frame, I have found to contain traces of a frame. I sSus-
pect these boxless varieties are the result of a badly worn
frame or a case of the frame havinz been cut away. (See also
131a and 1Cla.)

131

This type has the same measurements as lAl except that the
corners of the frame ars rounded.

131a

This ig another oddity; a boxlasss variety of 131, Tn the
axamples T have there is the faint tracs of a curve in the low-
er left hand corner and a few specks of ink in other places
where the frame mizht have been.

1C1

The bhox measures 10mm by 51.5mm. The letterin; measures 4mm
2y 52mm. This stamp is found alone on tele-rams and in con-
junction with catezory 3 handstamps on cover. This stamp 1is
auch scarcer on cover than 14l. It occurs most commonly in
carnine and violet and is found only on incoming and domestic
mail, CCEZNZURCWANC means CZIiSCRED,

Polonus Bulletin, March 1954
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iCla

Same as 1C1 with a few specks of ink where the frame would
have been.

i1

This handstamp has the same meaéurements as 1C1 except that
the corners are rounded. So far this has only been seen on
telegrams.

2, 'Not Censored’ dstamps
- NIE._ | WOLNE|
CEMNZUROWANO | ﬂn'gE‘plzq' x)
Tyoe 241  Type 281 =

WOLNE e

08 CENZUAY | : ' R
nazge 2C1 Tyoe 201, reduced
Picure 2

2aL

The box measures 23,8mm bx 54,6mm. The letterinz measures 9.S5mm
by 25.5mm (top line) and 4mm by 46.2mm (bottom line). This
stamp occurs alone on incoming and outgoins mail. It has not
been reported on domestic mail. Tt occurs most commonly in ma=-
<enta, carmine and violet. It seems to have ;jone out of use in
“ebruary 1982, NIZ CENZU-C'AIC means NCT CZENSCRZ
221

The box measures 24mm by 50mm. The letterinz measures 10mm by
41.%mm (top line) and 5.5mm by 45.2mm (bottom line). ‘"his hand-
stamp has been reported in black and shades of blue, red and
rreen. Tt was used from the bezinnins of censorship but was
discentinued after the first few eeks. The latest date T have
s2en is 9.1.32. It was used alone on outioing and incominz mail
and in conjunction with catesory 3 % % handstamps on domestic
mail. This handstamp is most commonly found on official mail.
HCLNTE O CENZUTY means FT=E 07 CENSC?3HIZ.

L4
201
".e box measures 24mm oy 44mm. The letterins measures Smm by
403-6 Polonus Bulletin, March 1984




35mm (top line) and 3.5mm by 31mm (bottom line). This hand-
stamp is found in carmine and violet on telegrams. The few
examples reported on cover may be favor strikes.

2D1

This handstamp was reported by Binder in-Sammlerdienst. Un-
fortunately, no measurements were given and we have only a
reduced illustration of a fair copy. This was found on a
letter from Switzerland to Legnica. BEZ CENZU®Y means WITH-
CUT CENSC=2SHIP.

. Censor 0ffice Numbered handstam

Pizure 3

This category of handstamps is never used alone as it only
indicates the number of the censorship station. Numbers run
from 001 to 999, This stamp is zenerally found with 1Al and
less frequently with 1Cl. It has been reported with 231, Tt
occurs in black and various shades of red, zreen and blue,
Upon examination it is noticeable that in some stamps the
decorative stars between the two rinzs are closer to the inner
rins than in others. This produces 2 subtypes: 3Al1 and 3A2.

a1

The outer circle measures 29.5mm and the inner measures 18mm
in diameter. The letterinz is 2.5mm hi:h. Prom the inside of
the inner ring to the outer peoint of the star there is a
measurement of 2mm or less. «ost of the numbers from 001 to
250 are of this type.

3a2

reasurerents are as above except for the 2istance from the
inside of the inner rins to the outer point of the star which
is 2.5 to 3mm. liost numbers from 220 to 399 are of this twle

-“‘r- -
2i2a

This is an oddity. The inner ring of this axtzmple of 940 is
mizsing. #940 nermally occurs with inner ring intact.

21
The outer circle measures 33.5mm and the inner 1%mm in dian-
eter. The letterinz is 3,5mm hi:sh. Gnly one cover of this troe
Polonus Bulletin, March 1984 403-7




has been reported so far. It is struck in black and appears
Eruder to the eye than 3Al or 3A2. The censor number is 957.
Joes anyone have a 957 to report. of the normal type?

L, "CNMO' - Militia handstamps

Pi-ure b4

Turing the first week of censorship mail was censored by
the militia at militia haedquarters and received a circular
militia handstamp as well ' as 1il1 or 221, ''IMC' stands for:
“omenda Jojewodzka iiilicji CObywatelskies (Feopla's Zolice
County Cormmand or Headquarters). XIC rhandstamps are guite
scarce having been used for such a short deriod hefare
they were replaced by the Censor 0ffice !lumbered handstanmps
{21, 3A2, etc.), Tistiction between the various tyjes have
2 do with a) siyle of writins the 'TiI)0 phrase at the udaer
nalf of the circle, b) style of writing the town name 2t the
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lower half of the circle, and c¢) style of writing the informa-
tion in the center. Different major types receive a new capi-
tal letter, subtypes receive an additional arabic numeral and
oddities or errors are indicated by adding an additional lower
case letter in the fourth position. KWMO handstamps have been
reported in black and various shades of red and blue. On all
handstamps of this category reported so far the outer circle
measures 29mm and the inner 17mm in diameter. Capital letters
measure Jmm in height. .

bay

¥yMC initials only; town name in upper and lower case; 3-line. cen-
ter: Co (For)/Ppakietow (packages)/P%-digit number

431

EWHG initials only; town name in upper case; center same as
Al. .

4c1

YCHWENTA WOJEWCTZXA MO all in caps; town name in upper and
lower case; center same as 4Al

hc2 .

Same as 4C1 except for different type face. Letters are
narrower, more square and without serifs.

Lr1

Komenda o jewodzka 40 in upper and lower case; town name in
upper and lower case; center same as 4Al.

431

Same as 4D1 except that center is empty.

L=

¥Yomenda 3toleczna ¥C in upper and lower case; town name in
upper and lower case; center same as %A1, Hote that Stoleczna
(Capitol) replaces ‘ojewodzka (County).

431

Printing in outer rinz reads: Xomenda iiilicji Cby. oj.
clsztynskiezo (Headquarters People's Police County of
Clsztyn) in upper and lower case; centar same as 2il,

4Hla
WOLENTA 4C in caps; town namw: ‘Woj. ¥ieleckieso in upper and

lower case; center same as 4il. lote that 'w' in 'pakietow’
is an inverted 'm'.
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5. Tetainment Facility handstamps

\ CENIIECANO
CENZURDW '; No \: SH4F 'i' Tivlaaw Gora
O - i \ dniu . .
R —_
Iype cA1 '  Type 5C1
5&; ) ; “ . '7‘:- G ".'.:'.!-'
OCENZUROWANDO * CENZUROWANQ" -
. Sedzia Sadu
dnie Wasszawskiego O
w iﬂnsunﬁn_
Type SC2 e 501
Firure ¢

The following handstamps were used in prisons and detain-
ment camps which held Solidarity members during and in some
cases after martial law, !iven that 50 detainment camps were
set up (one for each wojewod and one for the city of "Jarsaw)
and that only a few such handstamps have been reported so far,
there is a lot more to be learned in this area. Some stamps
in this cate-ory were used before, durin: and after the mar-
%<ial law period. 3zebel reports a handstamp sinmilar to SL1

in use in 19€€ at the 32 (3ecurity “orces) headquarters on
“adowiecki St. in +Jarsaw. Type 5al was found on a cover dated
29.4.83. Thus many of these handstamps were used during mar-
tial law but are not specifically martial law handstamps.

3ince T had so few covers to work with From this cate :ory, and
not knowin< how many types and subtypes would eventually come
to lizht, T decided to categorize the major types by the
number of lines of print the handstamp consisted of. Thus 5iAl
is a 1-line handstamp, 5B a 2-line cateyory and so forth. is
yet no 2-line handstamp has been reported. .

ciAl

3oxless, l-line stamp. "he letterins measures %,5mm oy LSnm,

Tound on mail in and out of detainment facility at Zielcna
cra. Yandstamp reads:

CENZU=CHALC : CIH3CTZED

5A2
2oxless, l-line in upper and lower case. 2z2ported by 2inder

in Sammlsrdienst ( a ‘erman philatelic periodical). ilo mezs-
iraments werse provided. Tound on a lstter from 2 detainment
facility in 3yd;oscz, 30.4%.32. Handstamp reads:

Cenegurowano Censored
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€1
Boxless, 3-line stamp. Top line is all caps with jnm lettering.
Next 2 lines are in caps and lower case. Caps measure 2.5mm

and lower case 1.5mm. Found on local cover to detainment raci-
lity in Zielona Zora. Handsta.mp reads:

CEMNZUROWANG CENSCRET
3ad “ej. Zielona ~ora "egional Court Zielona “ora

dnia date

sc2

Boxless, 3-line handstamp. Letteringz in first line,all caps,
measures Jmm by 53mm. Next 2 lines in upper and lower case.
Caps measure 2.Jmm and lower case measures 1,5mm. eported by
Szebel. Used at detainment facility in Warsaw-Bialoleka during
martial law., Handstamp reads:

CCENZUTCWANC CENSOZED
dnia 19 date 19
Sedzia Judge

L1

Joxless, 4-line handstamp. Top line is all caps with 3.3mm
letterins, Next 3 lines in caps and lower case. Caps measure
2.2mm and lower case 1.5mm. Found on mail forwarded to Warsaw
from detainment facility in Bialystok. Handstamp reads:

CENZU™CYAND CEZNSC=ED

Sedzia Sadu Judze Court
“larszawskievso CW of Warsaw militia
w Warszawie in Warsaw

€. ilitary Handstamps

2 323 ¥ o

e rd
ey g

A N
< A=y 2
B o -~
0‘2 ,1)

s :

\éﬂJm

e

@c E‘Jﬂe'q/a’ -ya-‘vO

Tan 5%1
Firurs 6

As with detainment facility handstamps, these military
handstamps may have been in use before martial law. 3o far
cnly 2 handstamps in this catesory have been reported.
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6A1

Circle measures 29mm in diameter. Lettering is in 2mm caps.
The lettering reads: JETNCSTKA WCJSKCWA (ILITARY UNIT) Nr
1223. In the center, similar to Xa/iC handstamps, are the words
Do / pakietow in 1.5mm caps and 1lmm lower case. Cnly 2 covers
nave been reported with this marking, both addressed to
voszalin. Both carried this stamp on the back flap, one with
'ocenzurowano' and the other with 'cenzor' in manuscript.

831

Circle measures 29mm in diameter. Lettering is in 2mm caps.
Lattering reads: WCJ3XCWA P2CUTATURA GATNTIZCIHCNA BIALYSTCK
(#TLITAZY PSCSECUTCR CF THE BIALYSTCK 3A%2TSON). In the cen-
ter are the words: ~o / pakistow. This was found on mail
addressed to an inmate of the detainment facility (Areszt
3ledezy) in 3ialystok during martial law.

7, Telerram Censor Humbers

e

Rigure 7

Alonz with various censorship handstamps (1A1, 3al, 1C1, 171)
two different types of numbers are found on tele srams. “hether
these numbers represent individual censors or censor offices
is not known. “requently more than one number is found on a
sinzle telezram. ’

7a1

3oxless series of 3 numerals. The numerals measure 8.5mm by
1imm. 30 far only rumbers between 270 and 296 have been re-
ported,

731

Jox measures 1llmm by 16mm. The numbers measure S.5mm by 10mn.
3o far only numbers between 300 and 415 have teen reported.

T would like to conclude with a request for assistance. If you
nave any covers with markinis not reported in this article please
send me photocopies for which I will ;ladly reimburse you. Tf
vou have any corrections or additional information on Polish
martial law please contact: Joe iiichaud, 1425 Laurel 3t., Iowa
City, Ia., 522U40,,.
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RECENT FORGERIES OF POLAND #]

By DR. M. A. KAMIENSKI and DR. S. KRONENBERG

At a Toronto stamp show in Octo-
ber, 1983, a dealer offered me 11
Poland MNo. 1 stamps. He claimed
they had just been brought over
from Poland. He had already sold
three to collectors from the U.S.A.
These are beautiful, fresh coloured
and lightly cancelled; seven are on
pieces. There are slight differences
in the color shades of individual
stamps, this is consistent with genu-
ine No. 1's. One stamp, on piece,
has the guarantee of M. PERZYNSKI
while another has the double gua-
rantee of A. LASZKIEWICZ and M.
PERZYNSKI .

Five of the eleven stamps are of
the blue oval, Type I. Another
stamp is cancelled with 'DW", Oth-
er cancellations are Nos. 1 and 102
(Zwierzyniec). The ''pieces'’ to which
some of the stamps are affixed, ap-
per to be thin, buff or white CARD,
The stamps themselves are ‘printed

on a thick, cream or gray colored .

paper of blotting paper texture. Five
of the stamps have a white flaw at
4:30 o'clock in the outer blue frame.
All stamps are perforated 12 x 12.

M. A. Bojanowicz (The Kingdom
of Poland. The Royal Philatelic So-
ciety of London 1979. p. 43-45,
141) states that only 1% of genuine
Poland No. 1's are of type | blue
oval. He also says ""DW" cancella-
tion is unknown on Poland No. 1 be-
cause it did not come into use until
late 1865.

Either | had made a rare unknown
find, or was faced with clever and
dangerous forgeries. | was able to
convince the dealer that the stamps
were very suspect. If | had seen the
stamps as individual items, not as a
wholesale lot of eleven, | would
have been fooled.

| sent the stamps to Dr. Stanley

Kronenberg and his opinion follows.
—M. A. Kamienski

Red and blue typographic print-
ing plates were obtained for these
forgeries by photographic iransfer
and then were retouched with the
result that the details of the design
are well reproduced and the overall
size of the design is the same as in
the originals. Main characteristics
which distinguish these forgeries
from genuine stamps are:

1. The blue part is in several shades
of ultramarine which never occur
in genuine Poland No. 1.

2, The red part is in unusual rose
shades which also never occur in
genuine Poland No. 1.

3. The paper ‘is usually very thick
and of recent manufacture; it is
either white or grayish. Genuine
stamps were printed on several
types of paper but none exist on
these papers,

4. The lines of the lettering in: “‘ZA
tOT KOP: 10." are thinner than
in the originals. There are small
differences in the shading of the
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drapery and in the details of the
crown which are the result of a
slight’ overetching of the printing
p.ate. In these forgeries the bor-
der lines of the blue design are
more sharply defined than in any
genuine stamp.

5. About 50% of these forgeries
are of the rare "'blue oval' var-
iety.

6. All these forgeries are cancelled
with forged black four ring can-
cellations: ‘1', '102°, or 'DW';
Other forged cancellations may
exist. Genuine cancellations are
imprinted with oil base inks which
after a long time often show
translucent yellowish edges. These
forged cancellations are made
with @ modern stamp pad ink.
They occur either off paper or
tted to small pieces of covers.
The very thick paper of these
cover pieces is of recent manu-
facture,

7. Some bear on the reverse forged
impressions of expertization
marks of M. Perzynski or A, Lasz-
kiewicz. In one observed case
both marks were imprinted simul-
taneously using the same stamp
pad as is evident from the inten-
sity, shade and color of the im-
pressions.

The above information about
these totally worthless forgeries is
given here to protect fellow philal-
elists. At this time these fakes can
be casily distinguished from genu-
ine stamps and do not present a
serious problem. However it is pos-
sible that the forgers may in the
future improve their techniques by a
more careful choice of papers and
inks, Collectors would then face
more serious problems should such
improved forgeries reach the philat-
elic market, Thus, WATCH OUT!

—35. Kronenberg

NOTE:

These forgeries were earlier iden-
i*fed and we!l described in the Po-
I'sh philatelic literature:

1. Schmutz L. & Berbeka J. — Fai-
szerstiwo Pierwszego Polskiego Zna-
czka. Filatel'sta, Nr, 10, (648), May
16-31, 1983, p. 325.

2. Lech Popielewski, Marian Ways
— Nowe Falszersiwo Pierwszego
Znaczka Polskiego. Historyczno Ba-
dawczy Biuletyn F.latelistyczny, Nr.
2, (84), April-lune, 1983, p. 55.56.

NEW ISSUES

Women'’s Folk Costumes

A set of six, i'wo each of 5 zl and
6zl, a 25 zt and 38 zi, rotogravure
printed showing headpieces of wo-
men's folk' cosiumes of several re-
gions of Poland, !ssued December,
1983. Size 31.25 x 43 mm.; design
by W. Swierzy. Quantities: 5 zi Bis-
kupiec, 6 million; 5 zi! Rozbark, &
million; é zI Warmia-Mazury, 8 mil-
lion; & zi Cieszyn, & million; 25 zi
Kurpie, 4 million; 38 zt Lubusk 1.5
mitlion.

* L o«

1984 Winter Olympic Games
in Sarajevo

Value: 5 zt, 6 zi, 15 zt, 16 zi,
17 zt dnd 31 zh Printing: rotogra-
vure. Size: 43 x 31.25 mm. Design:
J. Brodowski, 4 FDC's. The last two
clamps ware also issued in a block
with an extra charge for the Polish
Olympic Committee. lssued Feb. B4.

- - -

40th Anniversary of the
National People’s Council

(Dec. 21, 1943). The stamp de-
picis a reproduction of a poster by
W. Zakrzewski, J. Krélikowski, issued
on the occasion of the 1st anniver-
sary of this event. Issued December,
1983. Value: 6 zi, printing rotogra-
vure; size 31.25 x 43 mm. Design
Z. Stasik. Quantity 5 million; 1 FDC
(env.)
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40th Anniversary of the
Battle of Monte Cassino

The stamp depicts the Monte Cas-
sino Memorial Cross (numbered), a-
warded only to the participants of
the Battle of Monte Cassino and the
ruins of the Benedictine Monastery
destroyed during the second World
War in February, 1944. Value: 15
zl, printing: rotogravure, size: 31.25
x 43 mm. Designed by S. Matecki,
Quantity: 5 million. To be issued in
May, 1984,

- L L]

People’s Army

(Jan. 1, 1944). The stamp depicts
the People's Army, General Bem Bri-
gade's Badge. Issued Dec. 1983.
VYalue: 5 zi, Offset printing, Size:
43 x 31.25 mm. Design: W. Suro-
wiecki. Quantity: é million, 1 FDC.

L] L] L]

Wincenty Witos

(1874-1945). Peasants' movement
activist since 1895, stalesman and
publicist. Chief spokesman for the
union of the peasants’ movements
and co-founder (1931) and the pre-
sident of the Peasants’ Party. Value:
6 zl, printing offset, size: 31.25 x
39.5 mm., design: S, Malecki, quan-
tity: 10 million, 1 FDC (env.) Issued
in March, 1984, -—ARS Polona

DID YOU KNOW?

During the reign of Zygmunt Au-
gust in 1558, Poland was included
into the European mail system. First
to be united with the foreign service
was Krakow from Yenice thru Vien-
na. Then the postal system of Poland
ioined Krakow to Wilno thru War-
saw. The Postal System of the Polish
Kingdom was a regal industry. Up
until this time, the service between
Poland and beyond the borders was
maintained by certain banking es-
tablishments and business concerns,
foreign &nd Polish.

Reprinted from PLEWACKI SOC. BULLETIN
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ST. CASIMIR’S 500th ANNIV.

The year 1984 is the 500th An-
niversary of St. Casimir, a popular
saint among the Poles. Plans are be-
ing made by the Vatican to issue a
commemorative stamp for the oc-
casion.

St. Casimir is also the patron
saint of all Lithuanians, The Chicago
Lithuanian Philatelic Saciely will hold
its XX LITHPEX philatelic exhibition
October 20-21, 1984 at ihe Lithua-
nian Youth Center, 5420 S. Zlare-
mont Avenue, Chicago. Their iheme
will be the 500th Anniversary of St
Casimir,

POLONICA COVER

A cover honoring the 600th an-
niversary of Our Lady of Czestocho-
wa is available from the Polish Phil-
atelic Society, c/o Jerome Mazurek,
412 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, NY
14212. The covers are $1 each (pius
SASE) and carry the USPS special
cancel from the group's September
show.

WHO WAS FIRST?

Who was the first to collect
stamps? The first stamps were is-
sued in May, 1840 in England and
shortly after that. countries through-
out the world imitated England and
began producing and issuing stamps.
A Postal card with a stamp imprinted
on it appeared in Austria, October
1, 1909. The first stamps in Poland
were introduced by Austria on June
1, 1850 Jor Krakow and Rzeszow
territories. Poland at ‘hat time was
occupied by Austria.

Most likely the first stamp collec-
tor was a lady in England who in
1841 collected 16,000 stamps.

The first stamp catalog was issued
in England and the word philately
was first used by a Frenchman, M.
Herpin in 1865.

Reorinted from PLEWACKI SOC. BULLETIN
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BE A POLPEX PATRON
OR WELL WISHER

We need Polpex Patrons and Well
Wishers to help defray ihe costs of
our exhibition. To be a Patron re-
quires a dona’ion of $5 or more.
To be a Well Wisher requires a do-
nation of $2. We'll publish your
name in ihe Bulletin.

With this Bulletin we enclose a
self addressed remittance envelope
for your convenience.

NEXT MEETING

FRIDAY, MARCH 23rd, 1984:

Regular Meeting at Polish Ameri-
can Congress building starting 7:30
PM. Last meeting before Polpex. Tom
Gobby to speak on Postal History of
1919-1924,
THURSDAY, MARCH 29th, 1984.

Frame repair night. A much need-
ed washing of frames required be-
fore the exhibition. Old mats will
have to be replaced. Please give us
a hand. Beginning at 7:00 p.m.
FRIDAY, MARCH 30th, 1984:

Mounting Nite. Help is needed to
mound the exhibits in frames and tq
set up easels. Your help will be aop-
preciated. Starting 7:00 p.m,

NEW MEMBERS
Charles M. Warchol
1620 Lazy River Lane
Dunwoody, GA
David M. Strasz
216 W. McKinley
Myerstown, PA 17067
Alicia Kulpinska
3155 Richmond Street
Philadelphia, PA 19134
Joseph Frank Strzelecki
93 Lawrence Avenue
Holland, PA 189466
Dr. John D. Neefus
706 Westover Terr,
Greensboro, NC 27408
Henry G. Wasilewski
100 E. Montgomery Street
Jersey City, NJ 07302

qu
POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
James Mazepa, Publications Comm.
) P.O. Box 1217, Oak Park, IL 60304 ¢
Address all correspondence to:
P.0O. Box 82, River Grove, IL 60171 2
) The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-
political. Views expressed by authors
of articles appearing herein do not §
necessarily express the views of the g
Polonus Philatelic Society.
) — Annual Dues are $10.00 —
(Please remit in U.S. Currency)
4 Stanley Rusin, Treasurer
P.0. Box 56148, Chicago. IL 60656

b e

TIPS FOR STAMP BUYERS

Don't get carried away with the
spirited bidding when you attend
floor auctions. Wild bidding against
wild bidding can drive the price of
a stamp or cover up through the roof.

| once saw a preity cover in an
auction with an estimated selling
price of $100. When | received ihe
prices realized in the mail, | saw that
the cover sold for $5000. | wrote
the company and asked if the report
was in error. Nol That was the win-
ning bid.

My opinion is not infallible, but
| believe that there are other similar
covers around and available for a
lot less than $5,000. Not every bid-
der, even: on an expensive item,
makes the right decision.

A safe deposit box in a bank or
Savings & Loan is essential for col-
lecting very valuable postage stamps.
The biggest mistake of all is to sink
hard-earned money in choice stamps
and covers, only to let them rest in
a desk drawer where a burglar can
get his hands on ihem.

Buy only what you can afford.
There is more than one stamp or
cover in this world. If you can't af-
ford it, don't buy it. Otherwise, you
will feel guilty about Your hobby;
and may even be forced to sell
some of your prized possessions to
finance expensive impulsive philate-
lic purchases. —~Barry Krause
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