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THREE GOLDS FOR POLAND AT ESPANA 
Three Gold Medals were awarded 

to collections of Polish material at 
ESPANA-84, the International Phila• 
telic Exhibition held in Madrid April 
27th to May 6th. In all, nine Polish 
collections were shown and this re­
presents one of the largest displays 
of Polish material seen in an Inter­
national Exhibition in recent years. 

I believe Espana-84 will be con­
sidered the major philatelic event of 
1984 long before the exhibition 
opened, the organizing committee 
promised an unusually exciting show 
with outstanding exh·b·ts, many var­
ied activi ties, and mony deo ers and 
postal administrations taking part. 
Those attending the exhibition will 
agree the promise was kept! It took 
two separate buildings in the Casa 
de Campo, a sprawling park adja­
cent to the Royal Palace, to house 
the exhibits and other displays, lec­
tures, dealers, and post offices. Over 
11 00 applications requesting over 
7000 frames were received by the 
exhibition committee. From these, 
682 exhibits with about 4800 frames 
were selected. Eighty percent of the 
collections accepted had previously 
received ot least a Vermeil medal at 
o previous International Exhibition, 

Poland's special ESPANA-84 stamp 
issue and cancellation. 

and the remaining twenty percent of 
the collections were for first-time ex­
hibitors in on International, but who 
had received at least a Gold in a 
National show. This accounted for 
the unusually high caliber of the ex­
hibits. 

The nine Polish collections were 
grouped as follows: Traditional Phil­
ately- 5; Postal History- 3; and Aero­
philately - 1 . Four of the exhibits 
were from Poland, two from the U.S., 
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and one each f•om Switze·lond ond 
Fronce. There were on additional 
f:ve Youth Exhibits from Poland while 
:he·e were none from the U.S. 

The revised Fl P (Federation Inter­
nationo' de Philate'ie) rules for a­
warding medals at International ex­
hibitions was in effect at Espana-84. 
The previous six categories were ex­
panded to nine: Large Gold, Gold, 
Large Vermeil, Vermeil, Lorge Silver, 
Silver, Si Iver-bronze and Sronze. 
This al !ows for more latitude in th~ 
awards and a hope that "special a­
wards" con eventua'ly be done away 
with. The addition of the Large Ver­
meil makes it more difficult to achieve 
o Gold medal in International com­
petition now. 

The Po!ish collections exhibited 
were as follows : 

LARGE GOLD, Zbigniew Mikulski, 
Switzer1ond, K"ngdom of Poland 
1858-70. 

The nine frames of this exhibit 
contained some of the rarest and 
most exciting pieces of Polish philat­
ely. The collection began with the 
first issue of Russia used in Poland 
and included two Russia #1 's used 
on 1etlers from Warsaw. Other Rus­
sia #I's included one cancelled with 
the large red "WARSZAWA" in Rus­
sian, and numeral cancels of #31 
(Lozdzieje), #70 (Soko/6w) in o r'!• 
used pair, and #97 (Zomosc). The 
rare 20 kopeck watermarked stomp 
was represented by three copies, 
one with a numeral #70 (Soko/6w) 
and the other with a BW'' of the 
Bydgoszcz-Worszowo Railroad sta­
tion, undoubtedly a late issue. The 
third was tied to on envelope by the 
#175 of Gronico, one of two or 
th re e letters with the 20 kopeck 
known used in Poland. The 30 ko­
peck watermarked was represented 
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by lwo exo ,pies, one with the # 120 
of Kielce and the o:her with the red 
#119 of Koszyce. Only five of these 
30 kop:?ck ore r:?corded used in Po­
land. 

The Warsaw City Post Stationery 
fit ed one frame and included o 
First Doy Cover of the small size pro­
visional issue (January 1, 1 8591 and 
two used examples of the large size 
enveiope, including the one from the 
Faberge collection wh:ch hod the 
sea cut-out and rep:oced . The blue 
envelope showed used examples of 
1he front-impressed seal with both 
the four-ring and boxed " 1" of 
Warsaw represented, and one used 
example with the s:?al imp•essed on 
the fop, of which only five or six 
ore known. 

The remainder of the collection 
consisted of Poland # 1 's and Rus­
sian stomps used in Poland. In all, 
there were 1 37 loose Po,and #I's 
and fifty-five on :etters. They were 
arranged first, by printing (as de­
termined by shades), and secondly, 
by type of postmark on the covers. 
Of the 55 on letters, about 40 were 
from Warsaw. Two of the letters 
were the rare triple rate. One in­
cluded a stomp which was the "bro­
ken T" variety and sent from #217 
of Piatek. The other was o recently 
discovered letter (in Moscow, none­
theless!) with o reused vertical pair 
and single from #240 Ciechocinek. 
Four of the # 1 le•ters hod pairs or 
double ro 'es. Of the loose stomps, 
there was a vertical strip of three 
and ten pairs or double rotes. Only 
two color cancellations were present, 
the red #91 of Krosnik (2 examples) 
and a red #202 of Wlowodo struck­
over with o block #55 of Biolo. The 
lost two frames consisted of Russian 
stomps including several rare usages 
of Russian stomps in the Aoril to De-
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cember, 1865 period, and o bi-sect 
cf :he 10 kopeck on letter. 

2. GOLD MEDAL, Jomes Mozepo, 
Unitad States, "Kingdom of Po­
land 1858-65." 

This collection was alotted seven 
frames and was mounted next to the 
Mikulski collection, which provided 
on excellent opportunity to study 
these two impressive collections to­
gether. The exhibit began with the 
earliest recorded letter with o Russia 
#1 used in Po'ond. Among the o:her 
Russia #1 's shown, was the only re­
corded #55 of Biota and only re­
corded # 19 5 of Worto on letter. 
Three exomp:es of the 20 kopeck 
watermarked were shown including 
one with the #67 nume·al of Gon­
czyce, believed to be unique. and 
exomp1es with the #1 of Warsaw 
and the #70 of Sokol6w. The War­
saw City Post envelopes were repre­
:ented by o proof impression of the 
first issue, small size, and what is 
p•obob'y the finest used example of 
lhe first issue large size. The Blue 
envelopes were shown in their var­
ious stages of impressions from early 
to late, and o very rare used ex­
omp!e with the imprint on the flap 
was shown. 

Unlike the previous collection, the 
Poland #1 's were arranged by plate 
varieties and then by conce:lotions. 
A total of 70 covers were shown 
and 188 loose stomps. The covers, 
of which only seven were #1 War­
saw cancellations, included six with 
pairs or double rotes. Notable were 
a vertical pair from #176 DQbrowo 
end a doub'e rote from #329 Nowa 
Progo. The loose stomps included 
one triple rote piece, consisting of a 
pair and o type Ill blue oval single, 
the only such recorded triple rote 
piece. There nine pairs or double 
ra:e pieces shown. The collection 
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was strong in color cancellation:;. The 
blue #14 of Nowe Miosto and the 
# l 80 of Be:chat6w and red #70 of 
Sokol6w were shown on cover. A 
previous'y unrecorded yellow-green 
#168 of Myszk6w and blue-green 
#304 of Pniewo were shown. There 
was o strong showing of railroad 
cancellations which included all the 
recorded railroad concal'ers known 
on Poland #1, including some in 
both block and red. There was also 
o strong section on plate varieties, 
including w:1ot is believed to be a 
new position (type IV) of the blue 
cvo variety. 

3. GOLD MEDAL, Jomes Mozepa, 
Un'ted Stoles, "Po'ond: Air Post 
to 1939." 

One of the members of the Jury 
commen:ed that this was the first 
time he could recall o Po'ish air mail 
col'ec+:on receiving o Gold medal in 
on lnte•nationol Exhibition. The sev­
en frame collection began with no 
less lhon two d'fferent fights from 
'he 1870 Siege of Paris (Ba!loon 
Monte) to Poland, one le'ter to Wor­
~ow and the other to To·un. A se'ec­
•ion of Frzemysl aircraft and balloon 
c-C"rds followed, and the 191 8 Aus­
trian air post in Po1ond was repre­
sen•ed by first flight letters from 
Krakow and Lw6w to Vienna. as well 
as on occident letter from Lw6w to 
Vienna. Two of the rare military ca­
chets were shown, including one un­
recorded unit cachet in b1ue. Some 
of the rarest flight covers were pre­
sent including the attempted trans­
Atlantic f Ii g ht by Polish aviators 
from Paris to New York, the Warsaw 
to Indio flight in several stages, 
and the flight to the Americas in 
several stages. A very impressive 
showing of LOPP issues added o rare 
and colorful display which included 
the Tarnopol and Bialystok issues on 
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flown covers. The Gordon Bennett 
bolloon flights were represented with 
one especially outstanding item, a 
drop-mail letter from a German bal­
loon over Nieszawa. Treaty Stat? 
mail carried on the G•af Zeppelin 
and the Hindenberg rounded out the 
collection. 

4. LARGE VERMEIL, Janusz Adam­
czyk, Poland, "Polond Prephilot­
ely." 

This very impressive collection of­
fered in its seven frames some of 
the finest prephilatelic material of 
Poland. The Kingdom period was re­
presented by a 178 2 Crown and 
Posthorn mark of "Cracovia" and an 
undated Crown "K" mork, followed 
by the Warsaw Crowns up to 1795. 
The Austrian period was particularly 
strong with the Crown and posthorn 
marks of lzdebnik and Casimir, a 
red Zamosc mark from 1788, and a 
Lemberg doub1e-Eagle and crown 
postmark. The Free City of Krakow 
included marks from all three post 
offices with the Polish office repre­
sented by both dispotch and transit 
marks. The Austrian office included 
the more common oval postmark, but 
in red, the first time I have seen 
this mark in red. The Prussian Office 
marks included the thimble "KRA­
KAU", one of two or three known. 

5 . LARGE SILVER, Wies/ow Nachciri­
ski, Poland, " Poland : The War 
Years, 1939-45." 

The five frames of this exhibit of­
fered a panorama of philatelic ma­
terial of the difficult W .W . II period. 
The exhibitor did not confine him­
s.elf to the usual display of General 
Government material, but included a 
range of Concentration Camp ma­
terial, prisoner of war cards and let­
ters, and some very seldom seen 
fieldpost cachets and cancellations 
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of the Polish Army. 

6. LARGE SIL VER, Stephan Rosinski, 
France, " Poland: The Develop­
ment of the Post." 

No stranger to International Exhi­
bitions, Mr. Rosinski has achieved 
an award one level higher than pre­
v;ous!y which reflects some new ma­
'erial and arrangement. The coll~c-
1 ion began with a very early 177 4 
letter from the Austrian office in 
Lemberg without postmark. Two out­
standing items from the Russia area 
of administration were an 1811 let­
:er from Baese Litewski and an 
1814 letter from Pirisk. Also, th~ 
rare two- line Red G rod no railway 
mark was shown on a letter. One of 
the few forgeries of Po1and #1 
made in the 1930's was shown along 
with a nice showing of this first Po­
lish s•amp, one of which had the 
ra~e #324 numeral of Sanniki. One 
outs'anding feature of the col:ection 
was that most of the pre-s:amp let­
te·s were commercial mail, not the 
u:;ual'y seen official letters. 

7 . SILVER, Lech Popielewski, Poland, 
"Post in Warsaw 1554-1870." 

This five frame exhibit was quite 
unbalanced and had some obvious 
holes, but with a little work and a 
bit more material, should receive a 
higher award. The first two frames 
were museum letters sent from War­
saw, all impressively clean and most 
with large embossed seals. The col­
lection continued with a very rare 
letter with the negative Minsk post­
mark and a Crown-W Warsaw mark 
as transit. All three types of the 
Warsaw Crowns were present, and 
all were the more difficult internal 
usages. A Russia # 1 pen cancelled 
in Warsaw began the stamped sec­
tion, but the exhibitor strayed from 
the Warsaw theme by introducing 
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some nice exomp'. es of the 10 ko­
peck 3;0:ionery from leczyco and 
K:e ce, and a beautiful example with 
the railway postcor bul lseye of the 
vVorsow-Vienno line, postcor #2 

8. S:LVER-BRONZE, J e rzy Stacho­
wicz, Poland, "Second Polish Pro­
vision a : Issues." 

This exhibi tor showed a nice re­
presentation of the PP/GGW issues 
with many of the errors and varieties. 
What should be the highlight of this 
mo:eriol, the 20 pfennig Ultramarine 
was repre~ented by a highly ques­
t"onob 'e exomp'e. Some nice com • 
mercio: usages were also present. 

9. S'LVER-BRONZE, Conrod Stroub, 
United Stoles, Poland: Otticiol 
S:omps 1920-44." 

The reo achievement of this ex­
h "bit is how the exhibi~or managed 
to fill f ive frames with this most dif­
fcult mo:eriol. This is on excellent 
example of where ca talog va lues do 
not represent the difficulty of acqui­
sition . The narrow scope of the ma­
terial, however, precluded a higher 
award, but it was a real pleasure 
to view the development of Official 
stomps in Poland and to see their 
legitimate uses on letters. Perhop:; 
showing the "cream" of the officio!s 
and postage dues would enhance 
the exhibit. 

Stomp collecting is very popular 
in Spain, and unlike many of our 
Notional shows and even other In­
ternational Exhibitions, there were 
;.;~uolly many people looking at the 
exhibits. A special effort was mode 
to involve children in the exhibition. 
A very large children's area was 
provided on the main floor in which 
they cou!d make their own a lbum 
pages, provided by the post office, 
from s!orips provided by the organ-
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izers. T~is " phi la telic schoolroom" 
was usuol:y filled with children who 
were helped by specially se'ected 
instructors who showed them how to 
u~e hinges, lay out a page and so 
forth. The Post Office provided a 
spec:ol 'obel and a llowed the child­
ren to "cancel" their own stomps a t 
a " post office" which also gave 
away many souvenirs including a 
replica of a Spanish official mail 
box. A special "children's only" 
theoicr offered a multi-screen slide 
~: ow on stamp collecting. 

An overall lock of organization 
and ro'.ny weo·her was mode-up by 
he friendliness of the people, espe­

ciol:y those connected with the exhi­
b. :on. O .her lasting memories of 
ESPANA-84 inc!ude: Mee•ing frien,:ls 
::·om all over the world, some with 
whom I hove corresponded for years 
but never met in person; McDonald's 
and Burger King 's Restaurants which 
serve beer; a Polmores Banquet that 
included a Los Vegas type Night 
C'ub Revue and lasted until 4 o .m.; 
the litt'e Spanish man who explained 
to me that I was going the wrong 
way on the subway; and a special 
booth by the Terez Sherry firm which 
offered free samples of 27 different 
kinds of Spanish sherry. 

A number of dealers commented 
on the impressive showing of Polish 
material and I believe this will be an 
incentive to the formations of other 
ou:stonding Polish collections. 

-Jomes Moze,oo 

POPE'S VISIT CANCELS 
The COROS Chronicle, April, fea­

tures on o·t'cle on the Cancels of 
the second visit of Pope John Poul II 
to Poland. The Coros is publishei:' 
bimonthly by the Collectors of Re­
ligion on Stomps, 208 E. Circle St., 
Appleton, Wisconsin 54911 . 
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The Austrian Post in Poland 1772- 1817 
By L. STEIN BACH 

1. A brief account on the 
History of Austrian Post 

At its beginnings, as in any other 
country, the post in Austria served 
entirely the governmental purpose; 
with delivery of written instructions 
and transport of goods. 

The use of post by private persons 
was allowed only by title of "ton­
quom cursus publicus", i.e. as the 
transport took place on public high­
ways the post accepting private mail 
covered partly its own expenses. 

The first postal service accessible 
to the public was introduced on 
the Netherland-Germon route, from 
Vienna to Brussels in 1516, by a 
certain Francis de Taxis, whom the 
Emperor Maximilian I appointed to 
be the Netherlands Postmaster. 

On July 11 , 1562, a member of 
the same family, Christopher de Ta­
xis was appointed Postmaster of Po­
land by King Sigismund August. 

In Hungary and Bohemia this of­
fice also belonged to the de Taxis 
family. In 1612 however, it was tak­
en over by Carlo Magni, whose son, 
Hans Jacob, was confirmed by the 
Emperor Ferdinand II as Royal Post­
master of Hungary, Bohemia and 
Austria. 

From that period orig i n ate the 
oldest postal regulations. Issued for 
the first time on Sept. 13, 1621 , th~y 
were repeated, amended or supple­
mented every few years. 

Whilst Paul de Taxis represented 
his family in the Tyrol, important 
changes took place in Central Aus­
tria, where Hans Christopher, baron 
von Paar, was nominated the Post­
master. 

On October 24, 1622, von Paar 
signed an agreement with the Mag-
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ni, on strength of which for o sum 
of 15,000 florins, he purchased the 
Office of the Court Postmaster and 
General Postmaster of the Crown 
countries, thus becoming master of 
oil posts in Austria, Hungary, Bohe­
mia. and Austrian provinces, except 
the Netherlands . 

Up to 1772 these offices and all 
postal revenues belonged to the 
Paors, who, with time, were elevat­
ed to the rank of Counts and then 
of Dukes. 

In 1 772 Charles II pronounced 
that the Office of Posts was a sover­
eign's privilege and took it over. 

The then officiating Court Post­
master, Joachim Andrea, Count von 
Poor, by virtue of negotiations signed 
on Ju:y 11, 1772, received as in­
demnity 66,000 florins per year, 
which represented on interest of 5 °/. 
f·om capitol of 1,320,000 florins. 

Although renouncing their rights 
to any income from the post, the 
Paar family remained in its adminis­
tration till 1783, when the Court 
Postal Commission was dis so Ive d, 
and withdrew completely from act­
ive participation in its affairs after 
signing a new agreement on Sept. 
17, 1813. They retained however, 
previously granted interests and title 
as we!I as personal rights and bene­
fices of the Court-and General 
Postmaster. 

Built up and developed with enor­
mous cost, the Post had to be pro­
tected from oufside competition. Con­
sequently it received exclusive rights 
to carry moil, and later on, carriage 
of passengers also. 

Carriage was executed through a 
change of horses at certain places, 
called post stations. 
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A basic unit of a distance bet­
ween two post stations was termed 
a "single post" and measured two 
Austrian mi 'es or 8,000 Viennese 
foihom. (On~ Austrian mile equalled 
four English miles, l 256 yards). A 
"sing'e post" divided into halves, 
and later into quarters and even 
eighths, and established separately 
for each "single post", was a basis 
for colcu!otion and c,:,11ection of 
dues for services rendered. 

The owne·s of horses, token in 
olden times on h're by General Post­
mos~e•s, began ·n time to coll thel"l­
selves postmasters, handing over he­
reditari:y their stations to their fa. 
milies and repoy·ng the Gen. Post­
mo=~er for this priv;lege with a per­
centage r:f their income. 

Loter they accepted obligation to 
carry nail with all revenues from it 
returned to the Gen. Postmaster, re­
ceiving in compensation a right to 
carry passengers on certa·n roods 
on the;r own account. 

Privilege to carry certain goods 
derives from 'ater times when stage­
coaches were introduced into service. 

First reference to stage coach es­
tablishments is found in "letters­
Patent" concerning messengers (Bo­

tenpotent) dated Dec. 14, 17 48, 
which forbade foreign messengers 
to cross the frontier with packets of 
over 8 pounds in weight, "in places 
where stage-coach service was es­
tablisher!". This interdiction was 
brought in to protect incomP. of the 
oost, as in such small packets ille­
oally collected letters were smuggled 
en masse. 

2. General Information on 
Postal Organization in Galicia 

Postal matters in Galicia in the 
period of initial organization were 
not subjected to the Highest Postal 
Commission of the Court, or to its 
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superior, Count van Paar, as was the 
case with other Austrian Crown 
countries, but through the Governor 
of Galicia directly to the Chancellor 
of S:a:e, or, from Jon., 177 4, to the 
then c•ea'ed Golician Court Office. 

With liquidation of this office in 
May, 1776, its agenda was divided 
between the Czecho-Austrian Court 
Office and the Court Camera. In 
personal matters all the post offices 
v•e·e subjected to the Highest Post­
al C0r.im;ssion of the Court which 
formed a part of the Court Camera. 

Frcri May l, 1783, in the whole 
El"lpire a gene.al reorganization of 
central and pr av i n c i a I authorities 
began. 

W ith the !iquidat:on of the High­
est Postal Commission, the horse­
pest came through provincial politi­
co' authorities under the supervision 
of tf:e Courl Camera, whilst the wa­
gon-post was subject to the special­
ly created General Expedition and 
Control of Postal Wagons Office in 
Vienna, renamed in 1 808 to Gener­
al Directorate for Postal Wagons. 

The Duke von Paar at that time 
st:11 the General Postmaster of the 
Crown and Crown countries, had his 
competency considerably lessened 
however, and limited, as a matter 
of fact, to em·ssions of Nomination 
Decrees for postal officers. 

The High Post Offices existing in 
Capitals of all Crown countries (in 
lw6w for eastern Galicia from 1773; 
in Krakow for Western Galicia from 
1796), were, till 1783 indirectly, 
and from that time on, directly su­
pervising the work of oil post sta­
tions. 

Up to 181 2, these High Post Of­
fices beside executing administra­
tive functions in relation to subordi­
nated post offices in their countries, 
were also busy with normal postal 
activities i.e. carriage of mail and 
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passengers. 
In 1812, these postal services in 

Capitals were handed over to the 
newly created office of post-keepers 
who were solely responsible for post 
stables. 

The Director of the High Post Of­
fice, beside his deputy, the Post 
Controller, and depending on the 
volume, had under his control sev­
eral officials called Post Officers or 
Accessories, a few postal clerks, 
sometimes one or more unpaid prac­
titioners, or daily paid clerks, and a 
few postmen. 

The Manager of the High Post Of­
fice wagon-post, called Post Wagon 
Expeditionist, was subjected in offi­
cial matters at first to the Director of 
the High Post Office, and from 1783 
directly to the General Expedition & 
Control Postal Wagons Office in 
Vienna. 

The post-offices in the provinces 
were called post stations or letter 

stations. Post sta:ions were situated 
on established postal highways and 
were busy with all pos'.a l services, 
while the letter stations were located 
usually beyond postal highways, in 
localities where need for postal con­
veniences arose. A link between let­
ter stations and postal routes be­
longed to the duties of the nearest 
post stations. 

The letter stations were busy sole­
ly with the acceptance and delivery 
of letters; due to the lock of postal 
stables they did not carry passen­
gers. 

The Junction post stations where 
various postal highways ported, be­
cause of letter sorting manipulation, 
were called Sorting Post Stations; 
that however, hod no bearing on 
postal hierarchy or material gains 
for postmasters. 

The manager of a post station, 
being also its owner, was called a 
postmaster. To assist him in his work 
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he hod a postal clerk w:1om he paid 
from his own fund or from govern­
ment endowment granted especially 
for that purpose. 

At stations with a turnover of over 
3000 guldens per year, another of­
f:ciol was allowed, called a Control­
ling Post Officer. This occured most­
ly at Sorting and Frontie· Stations. 

To carry and deliver the moil, pos­
tillions or postmen were employed. 

In Lw6w, Krakow and Brody, Jew­
ish postmen were especially em­
ployed for exclusive service of the 
Jewish population corresponding in 
Hebrew. 

Co'lecting letters for posting was 
execu:ed by lower grade officials of 
various local offices who performed 
this function as a secondary occu­
pation for a suitable renumeration. 

At the beginning, all the postal 
personnel discharged their duties in 
c iv i Ii an clothes. The only service 
badge in existence, a "post horn", 
was carried by postillions when on 
duty. 

In 1815, postal officers received 
for the first time especially designed 
uniforms. These ornate creations dif­
ferred considerably from those worn 
by officers in other administrative 
services. 

Six months later, as the result of 
a collective petition of concerned of­
ficers, the Court Camera cancelled 
its uniform regulation, bringing the 
question into line with other admi­
nistrative branches. 

From that time on, postal officers 
wore a jacket of scarlet cloth, with 
collar and sleeve cuffs from block 
velvet adorned with embroidery, in 
conformity with a group of salary. 

Embroidery, buttons, and the hilt 
of a sword were of gold or gilt met­
al, and with the uniform, top-boots 
with spurs were also worn. 
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Basic regulations for postal offi­
cers, obligatory to all with power of 
Decree, were included in "Postal 
Potents" issued on Morch 21, 1773, 
for terrilories occupied ofter first 
dismemberment, and on October 21, 
1796, for territories token ofter the 
third dismemberment of Poland. 

These regu!ations were supple­
mented or portly chon9ed from time 
to time, till the new "Postal Potent" 
appeared in 1837. This included 
ru!es as to correspondence, attend­
ance of possenge·s, and general 
order on post sta:ions. 

3. Postmasters in Galicia 

In those times the postmasters oc­
cupied for more important, d:ffir:'.Jlt 
and resp on s i b I e positions, than 
many of their counterparts of today, 
and the first years were especially 
trying for the Galician postmasters. 

There existed two ways to obtain 
a post station at that time in Aus­
tria, hereditorily, or by nomination 
from a list of candidates. 

Herediiory, the older system, and 
onologo:.,:. to that of the Poor family, 
showed serious defects as in many 
cases people completely unprepared 
and sometimes even incapable of 
running r,ostal services occupied the 
office. Because one could not gel 
rid of ursuitable characters quickly, 
postal sc-vices generally suffe•ed. 

The appointment system was for 
more convenient, but on the other 
hand, a very expensive one. To de­
mand and expect from him that he 
carried out his duties properly, a 
postmaster had to be provided with 
adequate local living conditions, es­
pecially at newly opened stations, 
and that was possible in inhabited 
dis•ricts only. 

Merit of that system however was, 
that it put the good of the commu­
nity over that of an individual, ond 
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that in case of unsuitabi'ily a post­
master could easily be removed 
from his office. 

Too often experiencing inconven­
iences of the hereditary system, the 
government, for long planning var­
ious changes in postal organization, 
ceased to acknowledge the heredi­
tary rights of postmasters to post 
s!ations from the midd'e of the 18th 
century. 

Annexation of Polish provinces in 
1772 gave the government oppor­
tunity to put to a test another, and 
completely new system of appoint­
ment of postmasters. 

Approved or appointed, post­
masters received such advantageous 
living conditions that not only could 
they carry out their duties but a'so 
husband their stations, and what is 
more, reckon also that their sons 
would get priority for postmaster's 
office, in case of their retirement or 
death. 

This, giving pretenses of a here­
ditary system, as in fact some sta­
tions passed through generations 
from father to son, secured an hon­
est service, which in turn was a con­
dition of postmaster's privilege, that 
in case of his retirement, after at 
least ten years of service, he could 
indicate a person to whom the sta­
tion should be handed over. It could 
be someone from his family or even 
a complete stranger. Interested 
strangers had to buy out, however, 
the whole husbandry. 

In the annexed country, termed 
from now on as Galicia, the govern­
ment started the posal organization 
with postal highways, which accord­
ing to local needs required consider­
able expansion. 

Although the government recom­
mended to keep in office former 
Polish postmasters, prov i de d that 
fice with Jews", not many of them 
they "did not share their former of-
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remained a: their posts, as majority 
abandoned their stations before the 
arrival of Austr ;an troops. 

It was a'most on established ,:us­
tom in Poland that the postmasters, 
for various reasons, lack of horses 
for instance, did not carry out some 
of their duties on the'r own, leasing 
in some cases the entire stali;>ns lo 
fowish lease-holders. 

This frequently led to very bad 
postal services, unde·m 'ning consid­
erably the reputa!ion of the post. 

Because of that, not many of the 
former postmasters were aporoved 
at their stations; the rest had to be 
found among the local population 
fast of all. 

Count Pergen, governor of Gali. 
cia, in his first postal Decree, dated 
Jan. 29, 1773, announcing early 
opening of "postal services in all 
directions, with post stations", cal'ed 
upon "landlords and noblemen liv• 
ing in the neighbourhood of given 
highways" who were "willino and 
had intention to run a post station, 
and we·e able to provide themselves 
in what was needed for the service" 
to app!y for the job. 

From the candidates the following 
fo·mer Polish postmasters or their 
heirs, were accepted to the office : 

1. Daniel Christiani at Jazlowiec. 
2. Jon Klings at Jaroslaw, 
3. Bazyli Korczynski at Przemysl, 
4. Vallentini at lancut, 
5. widow Maria Anna Oberlander 

at Rzeszow, 
6. An~oni Oswald, second hus­

band of widow Brzezicka a' 
Rawa, 

7. Daniel Walter von Ogilvie at 
Zomosc, 

8. Jozef Lewicki at Hrubieszow, 

9. Franciszek de Vourla at Brody, 

I 0. Jozef Gorecki at Trembowla, 

11. Martin Misiagiewicz at 
Przeworsk, 
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12. Emeryk Zaborski a t Czudec, 
13. Jozef Motokiewicz at Krosno, 
14. Jon Lieskowsk· at Sedziszow, 
15. Antoni von Rakowski al Brzesko, 
16. Kozimierz Smolinski at 

Wie1iczko, 
17. Chrystion Angou'on at 

Szczerzec, 
1 8. Pol"sh major Faber at Lubyczo, 
19. Rozanski at Wojslowice, 
20. Siewinski at Zloczow, and 
21. Antoni Lenczewski at Mikulince. 

As the organization provided for 
6'1. post stations, due to the lack of 
Io ca I applications, the remaining 
postmasters had to be recruited 
from olher Crown countries. 

Because of hard and responsible 
service and independent position, 
,he posimosters had to possess out­
slanding personol quali ties. lnvar­
iobiy they hod to start from scratch, 
bui.ding !heir stations in woods, or 
secluded places, deprived of neigh­
bors and help if need be, and often 
exposed to the danger of bandits' 
attacks, and w;'fulness of passen­
gers. !n addition they hod to be fi­
noncia'ly able to purchase at least 
seven horses and two wagons. 

Most wil ·ngly, therefore, they were 
being chosen from brave, retired 
military men, and in case of those 
coming from other Crown countries, 
from well tried postal officers (Cath­
olics only). 

That is how in the first years 
Germon, Hungarian and Czech fa­
milies and French immigrants arrived 
in Galicia, whose heirs-ago'nst 
perhaps confidence pu• in them-in 
time completely po' on i zed them­
selves. composing in 'he thirri ,:,· 
fourth aeneratio!'1s a strong bastion 
of Po!ishhoorl in GoPda. 

From these immi()rotinq fomi'ies, 
that endured for several genera­
tions in postal service. I om quoting 
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the names: Bogdonyi, Dersa, Horn, 
Gober,e, Prevot, Rettel, Schiffer and 
Weiss. Soon they were joined by 
Bertha, Fiederer, Fischer, Flach, Ko­
nowski, Loff,er, Ruebenbauer, Vogel 
and Vayda, and w·th the beginning 
of the 19th century by Foge1man, 
Muller, Groo, Hoppe, Lehr, Oester­
reicher and Zielonko. 

Difficulties and chicanery found 
by the first postmasters in Galicia 
were not based so much on po1iticol 
situation in the occupied country as 
on hostile d;sposition of the peoole 
towards postal institution generally. 

This was frequently recorded at 
that time in Western Europe also, 
the reason being high taxes for the 
upkeep of the post and underestima­
tion of importance and role this in­
stitution pfayed in the life of the 
community. 

Local conditions in Galicia inten­
sified, of course, these difficulties, 
being to many postmasters a real 
surprise, but their greatest enemy, 
perhaps, was the fatal stole of the 
roads. 

Because of that, moil was very 
of:en co ·r:ed across the country, 
even wit', o'lowed breok·ng of hed­
ges, across the bridgeles~ rivers, 
with occc;sionolly the loss of people 
ond hor·es in bogs and swamps. 
Figh•s w·,h bandits and wolves were 
common and during sevem winters 
wolves even used to creep up to the 
suburbs rf Lwow. 

In spite of frequent reminders and 
orders the landowners were reluc­
tan• to sell pieces of land to post­
mas!C?rs who needed it for erection 
of post stations and for husbandry. 
On the other hand, it is right to say 
that, the postmasters themselves, a­
fraid of early resell and transfer to 
another place, were not too eager 
to b:.iy land before living conditions 
become normalized and final estab-
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l:s:1mc,,t of pos~ol highways fixed. 
In these very abnormal condi­

rons of work they hod however to 
hove horses and harness, os it was 
fo~bidden to sublet the stobles, and 
mo·e than often pay excessive pri­
ces for forage to various speculo­
:ors who took odvontoge of the fact 
thot municipalities were not obliged 
lo provide the post stations with it. 

In rime the postmasters began to 
build their stations on their own land, 
getting for that purpose o financial 
grant from the government which 
we!! understood that only security in 
the form of o well husbanded pro­
perty wou'd make them hardened to 
adversities and attached to their 
posts. 

A postmaster, besides being o 
master in his own station, hod also 
o duty to look ofter the condition of 
the rood to o point midway bet­
ween two stations. In case of dis­
putes or vio!otion of postal by-lows 
by third persons, he hod o right to 
confiscate horses used for unlawful 
carriage of passengers on postal 
routes. 

Renumerotion of Golicion post­
masters was quite satisfactory, and 
surpassed, for instance, that of their 
Hungarian counterparts. This was 
due to endeavors of Count Pergen, 
who, putting this suggestion to the 
Court Camero, wrote: "it could be 
dangerous to hove medicants ,,n 
postal highways, and vice versa with 
suitable renumeration of postal offi­
cers one could pav more attention 
to their obligations". 

Yearly renumeration consisted of 
a basic salary, which at the start of 
the service amounted to l 50 or 200 
guldens, depending on the import­
ance of the station, and of o pay­
ment of twice weekly carriage of of­
ficio! moil to the next station, which 
depending on the distance, amount-
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ed to l 04, 1 36 o~ 156 guldens. 
The f irst postmasters received in 

addition 25 ¼ of their basic salaries 
"ad pers-:>na:n" as lodging allow­
ance. 

The basis of their welfare however 
was in profits from hiring horses for 
private use. 

Payments for this service, coiled 
"ritgelt", were regulated by price 
of forage and in the early years 
amounted to 22 ½ kr. for every mile 
of rood. 

During Napoleonic Wars the exist­
ence of the post in Galicia was 
threatened by the prevailing dear­
ness of everything caused by the 
transportation of oats and other for­
age to Bohemia for the fighting 
army. 

Insufficiently fed, exhausted hor­
ses, used to die in stables and on 
roads. Post i 11 ions, leaving heavy 
postal bags by the roadside, very 
often hod to go to the nearest habit­
able place to get help either from 
landed gentry or local judges to 
carry !he mail to the next station. 

The postmasters were unable to 
keep the prescribed number of hor­
ses, a fact well known and acknow­
ledged by the governor who wrote: 
" with expected decline of postal in­
stitution, one can not require from 
posmasters that they keep horses for 

a so-called convenience of passen­
gers who just as well finding them in 
stables unfit are forced to hire them 
from peasants. " 

The postal institution was saved 
from a complete decline by on ade­
quate rise in basic salaries, " ritgelt", 
and other a llowances for postmas­
ters, and by introduction of new 
postal rates. 

Not until after the Vienna Con­
gress in 1 815, and ensuing peaceful 
era in Galicia, cou ld the post slowly 
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but consequently rise again, reach­
ing in time a level which, as that in 
other Crown countries, before long, 
became an examp'e for many other 
;:uropean countries. 

4. Posts and Their Transport 

For transmission of no·mal corres­
pondence, ride-post was already be­
ing used in Ga1ic'.a in 1772. 

Letter-packets were carried in 
sealed post-bags by riders. In case 
the weight of mail was considered 
too heavy for a horse, a two-wheel, 
one-seated mail-cart, called calash 
was used, and harnessed with one 
or two horses depending on weight. 
For mail of 140-150 pounds weight 
and over, two horses we~e normally 
harnessed. 

Mail carrying by pedestrian post­
men or casual passengers was fo~­
bidden. 

As a rule, regular postal runs took 
place twice a week on all postal 
routes except between Lw6w and 
Sambor where till June, 1783 (i.e. 
until that highway was re-routed 
through Gr6dek and Rudki) ·.he moil 
was carried once a week only. Fram 
1775, postal exchanges between 
Lw6w and Vienna took ploce four 
times a week, twice through Casimir 
(Podg6rz), and twice throug~ Dukie. 
During the two main postal days 
(that is when the post connected 
with mail from other adjoining in­
land and foreign postal rou'es) a 
two-horse mail-cart was used. whilst 
rlvring the rest of the week a one-
1,,-•~e cart only. 

From 1786 between Lw6w and 
Brody, then Galicio's most import­
ant trading center, the post ran 3 
times a week. 

From Brody, this service ran fur­
ther into Russian occupied Poland; 
-from Oct. 1773 through Kozin to 

~uck, and i·om Oct. 1794 :hrough 
Padberezie a Zaslaw. 

When ;n March, 1798, the Rus­
sians estab.ished a post station at 
Radziwi/16w, this service ceased to 
operate. 

In the early years of Austrian rule 
one could frequently see travelers 
us:ng their own wagons and horses, 
keep:ng relay teams along the route, 
or changing them at post stations. 
Step by ste;:,, however, various pos•­
al by-laws limited this practice, and 
in time, those who could afford it, 
traveled for the most in their own 
coo ch es, which, of course, were 
more comfortable than the official 
wagons, hiring horses from one sta­
tion to anothe•, whilst the majority 
,-,f r,-,s<"n'.J"?rs traveled by official 
ronsport. 

The first postmasters established 
dining and waiting rooms for pas­
sengers at :heir sta'ions. This brought 
in slowly, a change in habits of the 
traveling public which up till then 
used •o carry when journeying. not 
on1y their own bed-clothes and blan­
kets. but also food anrl cookinll 
vten<ils. Dirtv anrl barllv orovideri 
Jewi•h taverns onlv wert? tn b~ foun~ 
eri route 

From January, 1789. possenqers 
could travel. in exceptional circum­
stances, by mail-cart post also. pro­
vided that they hod o special per­
mit issuPd by the High Post Office in 
Lw6w. In such coses, on additional 
horse hon to be harnessed. 

From Vienna one cou'd get to Ga­
licia by post or by common country 
wagons which could be hired at 
"Gold Stag" inn at Leopoldstodt. 
For carrying goods one hod to order 
wagons at the Custom station, or 
hire them from Jews at Salzgries's 
"White Wolf" inn, or at Possou 
Court. 

- ------------ -----
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After the authorities were con­
vinced that heavy coaches would 
travel on hastily repaired roads and 
that the underestimated, small Gali­
cian horses would be able to pull 
out o coach from muddy pot-ho1e~ 
the first stage coaches were intro­
duced on the Lwow-Vienna route in 
Moy, 1775, bringing comfort to the 
traveling public. 

Stage coach passengers were al­
lowed to have with them personal 
belongings and goods to the weight 
of 100 pounds. Valuable articles 
were carried also. 

The first two stage coaches used 
on that route were made by three 
Lwow artisans, wheel-right Michal 
Lahnstaner, saddler Jozef Regtter, 
and blacksmith Bronhard Rotter, in 
six to nine weeks from the date of 
order. 

Estimate of each stage coach was 
os follows: 

--one coach with B wheels 
and 2 half-axle-trees . . 90 gld. 

-blacksmith: iron wore 
and labor ........... 130 gld. 

-saddler: leather, nails, 
fittings ond labor ..... 1 50 gld. 

-wicker-work at the back 
of coach for goods . . . 3 gld. 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . 373 gld. 

The trial run was very successful. 
Against expectations of a six day 
journey, the coach arrived at Bielsko 
in 3 ¼ days and had to wait 2 ½ 
doys for the next connection. After 
a year, the journey from Lwow to 
Bielsko was fixed at 93 hours, in­
cluding half-hour breaks at Rzeszow 
and Casimir. At first coaches trav­
eled once a fortnight, and only dur­
ing Autumn Fairs at Cieszyn were 
there weekly runs. A regular weekly 
service commenced from March 1, 
1798, and twice a week from May 
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1, 1805. 
On March 1, 1809, a stage-coach 

service was also introduced on the 
Lwow-Brody Route. A light calash 
with three or four horses was used, 
serving as a ru1e for the carrying of 
valuables, and two to three passen­
gers at the most. In the winter time 
huge sleighs were used in place of 
ca1ashes. 

The stage coach post experienced 
many setbacks in the first years of 
its existence, chiefly due to the bad 
stale of the roads. In November of 
177 6, the swollen river Bia/a dam­
aged ferries, causing a stage coach 
to stop at Tornow for 2 ½ days. 
When at last the passengers arrived 
at Casimir on the 29th of Novem­
ber, they could not proceed with 
their journey until 2 days later. The 
roach badly needed some repairs. 
but because of misinterpreter:! reli­
a ious zeal, no artisan could be 
found to unrle-take thP. job on cele­
b·oted St. Andrew's Dav. 

In the period of Napoleonic Wars, 
attac'<~ by bandits used to take 
place on coaches. so military escorts 
had to be provided to pro•ect them. 

Beside the regular post, in case 
of urgent need, special relays, or 
couriers, were employed to carry the 
mail. Such post could, of course, 
take place on any day and at any 
time depending on the sender. As a 
rule it wos an official post concern­
ing governmental business. 

Objects sent by ride-post were 
limited to 5 pounds in weight in or­
der not to slow down its regular 
run. Also forbidden was the carry­
ing of "safes, caskets, boxes and 
the like", except when they belong­
ed to the Emperor, and were sent 
by the government. Heavy packets 
e.g. judicial records would be sep­
arated into several small packets. 
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On routes where stage -coach post 
was a'ready in service, even light 
objects but of great bulk were not 
allowed for carriage by ride-post. 

To carry leiter-packels on horse­
back one fastened a post bag with 
iwo long :eather straps lo a special 
cushion placed on the saddle. With 
no such cushion availab'e, postil 
lions had to carry post-bags on ,heir 
backs which was rather :roublesome 
during the ride, and especial y when 
they happened to a Hghi from time 
lo time. To make things easier, rid­
ers used to thread a cord :hrou.ih 
the bag and carry ii that way, 
During the ride, however, under :he 
weight, bags used to sag, causing 
holes made for cords lo enlarge, 
sometimes lo such an extent that the 
mail got lost. On caloshes, bag:; 
were always placed in front of the 
postillion . so that the driver kepi his 
eye on it. In case of loss of a post­
bag or a letter-packet, anyone who 
found it, was obliged lo return it to 
the nearest post station unopened 
receiving in turn an appropria'e re­
ward. 

Post-bags were handed over lo 
postmasters who personally, and in 
the presence of postillions who 
brought them, checked :hem accord­
ing to the list of contents. Such •J 

list, a journey docket in fact, con­
tained not only the description and 
number of letter-packets, but also 
condition of the post-bag, time used 
lo cover the route, obstacles on the 
way or in a post station, time or ar­
rival and dispatch, etc. 

In case the time al'owed for car­
riage of mail was over-stepped, or 
mail was unnecessarily kept at the 
station, postmasters used lo pay 
fines. They were a Iso responsible for 
the protection of post-bags against 
rain and dampness. 
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Jews in no way" could be em­
p loyed as postill1ons "but only and 
enli1 ~ly the known and confident 
Christians, as for lack of loyalty on 
their part, neg ligence and damages 
caused by their offenses" postmas­
ters were personally responsible. 

Pos : 'ions accompanied all kinds 
of pos;s, ride-and s:age-coach posts, 
,e:ays and couriers. As a rule, post­
masters could use for carriage of 
post their own posti llions and thsir 
wagons only. To avoid confusion in 
established ways of pos'al transport, 
and in settrement of dues for car­
riage of ma: , use of poslillions re­
turning from duly to their sta•ions 
was not al'owed. Pos~illions we•e 
provided with posthorns to give s:g. 
nals for overtaking on roads, and to 
inform from a distance the nex' 
station how many hors:?; and what 
kind of wagon were needed for con­
tinuing the journey. 

The ride-post and relays pro­
ceeded ~t a trot with a speed of 1 
mile (about 4 ½ English miles) per 
hour; couriers with a speed of 1 mile 
al 45 minutes. T;me allowed for 
team nnr.:t other chanqes and dis­
ontch fo• the rirle-oosl was fixed al 
15 minu•0 s whi'st for relays and 
cov•;Ns at about 7-8 minutP.s in­
duded already in total time for the 
iourney. S+aqe coache~ had lonaer 
breaks at stations. and in morninq 
anrl eveninn honrs soeciol Iona 
stays lo enable passenger~ :() hav~ 
the"r mea!s. 

Besides dues for hiring horses, 
passengers paid additional tips for 
postil'ions called " tr in g e I I", and 
"szmirgelt" for greasing ,he wagons. 
These additional dues were collect­
ed by postmas,ers for upkeep of 
po;tillions or purchase of smears. 

When living costs were high, it 
happened sometimes :hat postillions 

405-15 



attempted to get further additional 
tips from passengers paid directly 
to them. When refused, they pester­
ed the travelers, behoved improper­
ly, delayed arrival of the post to the 
next station, etc. When returning to 
their stations without passengers, 
they sometimes acted against regu­
lations of Postal Potent by picking 
up casual travelers. 

In time, with the expansion of lhe 
postal institution, all these short­
comings and improprie:ies, so cha­
racteristic of that difficult period, 
dwindled away. 

Editor's ote: 111e above article i\ re­
printed from the 19 57 issues of 'Ine 
Polish Philatelic Review of London. 
The original article is translated from 
German and difficultie~ in tense and 
syntax reflect the original translation 
which have not been altered. Readers 
may also refc:r to the article, also by 
Steinbach, 'Inc Pre-Philatelic Era in 
Old Galicia, which appeared in Polo­
nus Bulletin 364-65. 

NEW MEMBERS 
John Kowalski 

Rm. 702, 591 Summit Ave. 
Jersey City, NJ 07306 

Leon J. Wozniak, Jr. 
2920 Almond St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19134 
Christine M. Aupperle 

211 N. Gardiner Ave. 
Rockford, IL 61107 

Mork Schwartz 
35 Seacoast Terrace 

Brooklyn, NY 11 235 
John Sawicki, CSSp 

St. Mary's College 
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 

West Indies 

WINNERS CIRCLE 
John Bartczak, Gold Medal, at 

ROPEX, Rochester, NY, for his "Ga­
licia Postal District." 
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIElY 
James Mazepa, Publications Comm. 
P.O. Box 1217, Oak Park, IL 60304 
Address all correspondence to: 

P.O. Box 82, River Grove, IL 60171 
The Polonus Philatelic Society is non­
political. Views expressed by authors 
of articles appearing herein do not 
neceS!arily express the views of the 
Polonus Philatelic Society. 

- Annual Dues are $10.00 -
(Please remit in U.S. Currency) 

Stanley Rusin, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 56148, Chicago. IL 60656 
~,,.. 

IN OUR MAIL BOX 
Dear Editor: 

I recently obtained a number of 
First Doy Ce~emony Programs for 
Sc. 1159-60, the Poderewski stomps. 
I om selling them for $2.50 each, 
with orders of two or more postpaid. 

I a lso hove many otber Programs 
available; o list is ovoiloble for a 
37¢ SASE. 

I thought this information might be 
of interest to readers of the BULLE­
TIN. Thank you for your time and 
cons iderotion. 

-Lloyd A. de Vries 
P.O. Box 145 
Dumont, NJ 07628 

MEMBERS MART 
FOR SALE: Chicago Postal History, 

write Filip Bubicz, 4248 S. Mozart, 
Chicago, IL 60632. 

WANTED: Information on Polish 
Destroyers in W.W. II; General Gov­
ernment, especially Ration coupons 
used during this period. Horry Wa­
sielewski, 487 Mercer Street, Jersey 
City, NJ 07306. 

NEW OFFICERS 
Newly elected were: Walenty Po­

niecki, President; Ed Link, Vice Pres .; 
Stan Rusin, Treas.; Chester Schafer, 
Sec'y; Al Rybarski, Fred Szebel, Ste­
fan Czarniecki, Directors. 
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