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POLISH-NAZI PHILATELIC WAR OF 1938

By THOMAS J. GOBBY

For most people a postage stamyp
is an innocuous and utilitarian thing
and rarely is given a second glance.
For some people a postage stamp is
a miniature piece of art. For others
it can be a political statement or
cause for political friction.

On November 11, 1938 Poland
issucd a set of stamps (Scott #320-
332) to commemorate the 20th an-
niversary of its regained independ-
cnce. This sei, engraved and issued
in various ird'vidual colors, de-
picts significant events in Polish
history. The daic ¢ issue also was
the 20th anniversary of the German
defeat in Wc-ld War 1. This rubbed
raw the sensitivities of Germans.

Within the set of stamps was one
in particular which rankled the
Germans. It was the 15 gr. value
(Scott #322) which depicted Wla-
dyslaw Jagiello and Jadwiga, the
King and Queen of Poland and Lit-
huania. The German ambassador
in Warsaw immediately entered a
very strong protest to the Polish
government against the issuance of
the stamps and demanded an im-
mediate withdrawal of the entire
series;

What was the source of irritation

that led to this strong protest? It
was the 15 gr. value. Besides de-
picting Jagiello and Jadwiga, it also
showed an emissary from the Mas-
ter of the Teutonic Order with his
head bared and bowed. At their
feet are two battle swords and @
Prussian helmet.

The time depicted an the stamp
is the eve of the Battle of Grunwald
(Tannenberg) in 1410. The Prus-
sians were defeated in a crushing
victory by the Poles and the Teuto-
nic Order was physically and poli-
tically shaken to its very core.

In the fall of 1938 the Nazis
were riding a peak of political vic-
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tories. Austria had been swallowed
up. The Sudetenland occupied, and
then all of Czechoslovakia. The Na-
zis and the Germans wanted no op-
position and no reminders of any
past losses or defeats. Hence the
vio'ent reaction to the Polish stamp
issue.

The German Minister of State
called in the Polish ambassador in
Berlin. Goebbels increased his ti-
rades and invectives against the
Poles. Diplomatic pressure from
other nations, in turn goaded by the
Nazis was brought to bear on the
Poles. Finally, with pressure from
all sides, Poland withdrew the issue.

On February 6, 1939, Poland re-
issued the series with one revision.
The 15 gr. stamp was re-engraved
and reissued as Scott #339. In
place of the helmet and swords was
a decorative ornament that formed
a pedestal for the standing figures.

were not satisfied and persisted in
their attacks and demands.

That’s the story of that 15 gr.
stamp. Or is it?

Little known is the fact that there
was another design which might
have been the 15 gr. value. Attest-
ing to the closeness of issue was
the fact that a design had been ap-
proved by the Ministry of Posts and
an engraving in actual size com-

missioned and executed. Essays
were made for review and approval.

POCZTA POLSKA
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IMustrated is one of these very
rare cssays. It was designed by W.
Boratynski and engraved by M. R.
Polak. The design, patterned after
a detail in Jan Maiejko’s “Grun-
wald™ painting, shows a Polish lan-
cer felling a Teutonic Knight in
combat. Excised from this essay is
the word “Grunwald” in the black-
ened section above Boratynski's
rame and the initials PWPW.

For those familiar with Polish
history, they can well imagine what
the reaction would have been if this
stamp, insteed of the Jagiello and
Jadwiga stamp, had been issued. It
would have been an even more gra-
phic barb into the Nazi skin.

A final word. In 1939, after the
German invasion and occupation
of Poland, this series of stamps un-
derwent a further revision. Avail-
able stocks were seized & an over-
print, which all but obliterated the
design, was applied (Scott #N30-
55). Such was the hatred that the
Nazis had for this set.

SEE YOU AT POLPEX 1987
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PADEREWSKI PROGRAM MEETING

At one of our recent program meetings, Historian Dr. Edward C. Rozanski
gave a talk on Paderewski. Dr. Rozanski was on the committee for the En-
shrinement of Paderewski’s Heart at Czestochowa in Doylestown, Penna. He
gave us a biographical sketch and described the ceremonies at Doylestown.
Stanley Dobrzycki brought pages of his Paderewski collection and displayed
them that evening. (Photos: W. Poniecki)

Polonus Christmas Party held December 26, 1986 at the Polish American
Congress, Hall. Left to right, left row: Mr. and Mrs. Chester Schafer, Mr. and
Mrs. Walenty Poniecki. Right row: Mr. and Mrs. T. Wojnar, Mr. and Mrs. F.
Drewienkowski, Mrs. and Dr. Edward C. Rozanski.
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POLONUS CHRISTMAS PARTY

Mr. and Mrs. Walenty Poniecki prepared the food for the Polonus Christmas
Party held on December 26th at the Polish American Congress Hall, Chicago.
Polonus hosted the Germany Philatelic Society at this event. Christmas carols
were sung in Polish, German and English. Food was donated by Polonus
members, much of which was home made. This annual event has been held
for several years now and has been very successful.

G.P.S. members joined the Polonus crowd in singing
The wives of Stanley Rusin, Gus Kokocinski, Roman
Strzelecki £ Romuald Odrowski sat at the same table

Christmas Carols.

Mikucki, and Al Rybarski.

Left to right: Fred Blau, Mr. and Mrs. Art Walinski, Ed Link,

and Fred Szebel.
a few words. Left to right Joe Kupiec, Ann and Chester

The founder of Polonus, Chester Mikucki, was asked to say
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Stamps help finance Solidarity

Reprinted from LINN'S Stamp News

By Anatol Kobylinski

After the imposition of mar-
tial law in Poland, in Decem-
ber 1981, Solidarity was trans-
formed into an underground
movement that quickly devel-
oped various forms of inde-
pendent publishing.

Since mid-1983, Solidarity
has issued a series of postage
stamps, including several intri-
cately designed sets, whose
sales help to finance under-
ground activities and which
display various symbols of re-
sistance to the regime.

These stamps cannot, of
course, be used in the postal
syvstem but nevertheless enjoy
a wide popularity.

The inspiration for Solidar-
ity’s stamps may have come
from the underground postal
service that functioned during
World War I1.

An internal postal service
was developed by Polish sol-
diers in German prisoner-of-
war camps. They included ar-
tistically produced stamps and
franking marks that were col-
lected and carefully cataloged
after the war,

During the August 1980
strikes, envelopes were issued
in the Gdansk shipyards that
bore postmarks symbolizing
the strike and the ideals that
lay behind it.

After the imposition of mar-
tial law in December 1981,
various postmarks and stamps
were produced in several of
the internment camps (initial-
Iy in Bialoleka) that depicted
national symbols and ex-
pressed the unbroken resis-
tance of prisoners.

These stamps were sent out
of the camps in various notes
and letters written by the in-
lernees.

Several stamps, graphically
simple and printed in black
and white, were issued by the
Independent Postal Service of
the Coast.” The largest is dedi-
cated to the 63rd anniversary
of Poland's victory over the
Bolsheviks.

IEZALEZNA POCZT.
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An elongated stamp shows a
cross together with an
outstretched hand and carries
the words “God and Country.”

Another shows a norsesnoe
and a cross on which is writ-
ten, “Truth Will Liberate

You.”

PODKIAAN LENG,

On one of two square stamps
s a handshake with the words
“Give Each Other the Sign of
Peace,” an anchor, and a leaf.

One more, printed in brown,
shows the number 11 (symbol-
izing the 11 imprisoned Soli-
darity leaders who recently
were released under the am-
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nesty) with two fists emerging
from the digits. Underneath is
written, “Demand the Release
of Political Prisoners.”

There is a series of triangu-
lar stamps in five different col-
ors and carrying four different
symbols within a map of Po-
land — a cross, the Gdansk
memorial to workers shot
dead by the police in 1970, a
victory sign, and the words
“We will Win."”

A stamp with a very power-
ful image was issued on the
third anniversary of martial
law. It has a brownish-purple
drawing of a tortured figure
who Is screaming and stretch-
ing out his hand in a victory
sign.
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A motif suggesting martyr-
dom also is evident on three
other stamps (identical except
that one is red, one green, and
one brown), in which the Soli-
darity emblem is nailed to a
Cross.

GRZEGORZ PRZEMYK *
1983r
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The tragic death of Grzegorz
Przemyk also is commemorat-
ed by two stamps, one in blue
and one in dark brown, bear-
ing his portrait.

George Orwell's Nineteen
Eighty-Four has been honored
by the Solidarity Postal Ser-
vice in Malopolska with a
stamp showing a caricature of
Orwell printed in four colors
(pink, green, brown, and blue).

“There are only 11 of them,
but behind them stand millions
of Solidarity members. Their
only weapon is the free word,
and they are driven by a deep
feeling of responsibility for the
fate of their fatherland.

“Their imprisonment with-
out trial is proof that the au-
thorities, despite having their
own army and a foreign one, a
secret and a uniformed police,
propaganda and censorship,
are afraid of these 11 defense-
less but tough and unsubmis-
sive people.”
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Several different stamp sets
were dedicated to the 11 im-
prisoned -Solidarity leaders
and advisers. One sheet, print-
ed in steel blue, shows their
portraits with the words “Pris-
oners of Conscience” printed
alongside.

The Solidarity Postal Service
printed two sheels, one in
brown and one in red, with the
pictures of the 11 prisoners. A
similar but larger sheet with
the same portraits and again
entitled “Prisoners of Con-
science” was followed by the
text:
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Underneath the stamp is the
message, “Will you vote with a
clear conscience for the pup-
pets of those who imprisoned
them?”

On the same sheet are four
further stamps with the por-
traits of Polish resistance lead-
ers during World War II: Gen-
erals Michal Tokarzewski-
Karaszewicz, Stefan Grot-
Rowecki, Tadeusz Bor-
Komorowski, and Leopold
Okulicki.

Underground Solidarity in
Malopolska also issued four
stamps in two colors, brown
and blue, with the portraits of
the four recently released
“KOR" leaders.

i
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A sheet of stamps was i1ssuea
by the Underground Postal
Service of the Mazowsze Soli-
darity Confederation. It con-
tains six stamps with different
motifs.

The d{irst, in blue, shows
hands growing out of the earth
with fingers displaying the vic-
tory sign. The black lettering

underneath declares; “Do Not
Lose Hope."”

The second stamp is black
and shows a man (rying to tear
prison bars out of his own
chest. Underneath is written;
“Save Your Souls.”

The third stamp bears the
words “We Remember” and
includes a blue drawing of a
figure covering its head in a
gesture of despair.

The fourth stamp is blue and
bears the silhouette of a per-
son raising a victory sign with
prison bars in the background
and a dove in the foreground.
Underneath is written “Re-
lease Immediately.”

The fifth stamp shows a per-
son plowing a field and is enti-
tled “They Feed and Defend.”

The sixth stamp is printed in
red and pictures a bloodstain-
ed wall and has the words
“For Freedom.”

PRASA
PODZIEMNA
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An interesting sheet entitled
“The Underground Press
1984 comprises [live long
stamps and a postmark of a
tree made from printers'
typefaces.

Each stamp represents the
title of an underground publi-
cation. They are Tygodnik Ma-
zowsze, Kos, Gazeta Niecod-
zienna, Wola, and Tu Teraz.

At the bottom of the sheel is
printed “Independent Social
Publishers.” The price of the
sheet is 250 zloty — 50zl of
which is destined for the Com-
mittee for Independent Cul-
ture.
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Four important events in re-
cent Polish history are the sub-
ject of another set: the Polish
Bolshevik war in 1920; the out-
break of World War Il in 1939;
the Warsaw Uprising in 1944;
and August 1980,

Another set containing ten
stamps is dedicated to ten
leaders of the Polish armed
forces before and during the
last war: Joze! Pilsudski; Ed-
ward Rydz-Smigly; Wladyslaw
Sikorski;

Kazimierz Sosnkowski; Wla-
dyslaw Anders; Stanislaw Mac-

zek; Michal Tokarzewski-
Karaszewicz; Stefan Grot-
Rowecki; Tadeusz Bor-
Komorowski;, and Leopold
Okulicki.
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A separate stamp has been
issued to honor Marshal Jozef
Pilsudski; it depicts his profile.
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At the bottom of each sheet
of 20 stamps is a reminder
about the Peoples’ Council
elections in the form of a Tro-
jan horse with an open hatch
and a ladder and the words
"Polling Station.”

A special series of three
stamps, printed in blue, pink,
and gray, is devoted to the re-
cent local elections.

“Choose, Citizen!" is printed
across each stamp, the choices
pictured being a militia trun-
cheon; a bayonet, or a knout; a
hammer, a sickle, or a star;
and a pair of dark glasses
(symbolizing General
Wojciech Jaruzelski) or a bot-
tie of vodka.

Each sheet contains 12 sets
of these stamps, making a total
of 36.
420-8

Lwow, and Katyn.

The last stamp in the set

Fitting in nicely with the
bears the inscription “The

sense of community and com-
munication that these stamps
help to promote is a special en-
velope recently printed to
mark the second anniversary
of the founding of Radio Soli-

Hope of Our Imprisoned Na-
tion, Pray for Us.”
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darity.

It contains a drawing of a ra-
dio mast and radio waves ema-
nating from it.

On the basis of this survey,
which is by no means com-
plete, one can see the good ar-
tistic and technical quality of
postage stamps issued by the
Solidarity underground.

Despite the intense efforts of
the security forces, under-
ground publishing seems to be
well-organized and is constant-
ly improving its products, not
the least its stamps.

Though the print run of each
stamp or set of stamps does
not normally exceed 3,000,
their sales bring in substantial
proceeds for underground Soli-
darity cells and are of incalcu-
lable propaganda value.

POLS _, 152
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ZTA KRAKOW

Nadziejo
Wiezionego
Narodu

MODL SIE ZA NAM

Finally, one series of stamps,
printed in black on a gold
background, introduces a
sense of communion to the em-
blems chosen for these stamps
by depicting six Polish Madon-
nas, including the Madonnas of
Czestochowa, Lithuania,

Polonus Bulletin, Jan.-Feb, 1987
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WORLD WAR II POLISH FORCES IN CANADA

By THOMAS J. GOBBY

There is considerable informa-
tion and literature about Polish For-
ces in France, Great Britain, the
Middle East and Italy. Over the
years articles have appeared in the
Polonus Bulletin, and collectors
can readily locate these with the
help of the “Index of the Bulletin
of the Polonus Philatelic Society,
1940-1983.” This exceptional and
valuable reference tool is still avail-
able to members at $8.00 plus
$1.50 postage or to non-members
at $12.50 plus $1.50 postage.

With the exception of Jerzy Ku-
charski of New York City, whose
well researched articles and hand-
book deal with the Polish Il-nd
Corps. little else has appeared on
Polish Forces elsewhere. One of the
lesser known Polish military opera-
tions was the one which operated
in Canada between 1940 and 1942.

In 1940 the clouds of war hung
dark and heavy over Europe. Po-
land, France and other countries
had been invaded and occupied.
Britain was fighting for its life and
Polish military personnel were ei-
ther prisoners of war, interred, or
reforming in a number of locations,
including Britain.

In 1940 in an agreement bet-
ween the British and Canadian gov-
ernments, a special military mis-
sion was sent to Canada. Its ob-
jective was to recruit and train men
from the permanent U.S. and Ca-
nadian Polish communities and
then transport them to Britain to
join with Polish Forces there. This
is somewhat reminiscent of a W.W.
I period effort with the forces of
Gen. Haller who recruited 12,000
Poles from the U.S.A. and trained
thein in France.

1408 PR Bon

-_,::g;.m;, CHICAGO, ILL.

Letter from Polish Forces in Canada to Chicago, U.S.A. Machine cancelled:
March 26, 1942, Windsor Ontario. Return address is three line rubber
handstamp (red ink): “P.0. Box 363/Windsor, Ontario/L. dz. .. . "
with 1719/42 written in nen. Two line handstamp at lower edge, center
reads: “Passed By/U.S. Censor” (applied in Chicago).

420-10

Polonus Bulletin, Jan.-Feb., 1987



In the second half of 1941 a spe-
cial camp was established near
Windsor, Ontario across the river
from Detroit, Mich. U.S.A. Volun-
teers came, though not in any great
numbers. Attracted were those, who
because of the United States neu-
trality policy, could not find an
otherwise legitimate means of get-
ting into uniform and battle,

After the December 7, 1941 Ja-
panese attack on Pearl Harbor,
things changed for both the U.S.A.
and the Americans in the camp.
The American volunteers became
U.S. conscripis and were recalled
to the U.S.A. Its manpower drasti-
cally reduced, the camp wound
down its operation znd ceased for-
mal existence sometime in the 3rd
cuarter of 1942,

While it operated the Polish as-
sembly Camp and the Polish Train-
ing Camp used the mailing address
P.O. Box 363, Windsor. Ontario,
Canada. Troops who had complet-
ed training were transferred to O-

CANADA | _
Ldz 2¥wa |

wen Sound, Ontario for further
transfer o Britain. That mailing
address was: P.O. Box 106, Owen
Sound, Ontario, Canada.

There was never any great vol-
ume of correspondence. Most mail
was between Canada and the U.S.,
with some going to Britain. The
number of people involved was
never very great and coupled with
the short time of operation, any
covers are definitely scarce and
worth the search.

IN MEMORIAM

JOSEPH KUPIEC
Chicago, Illinois

PHILATELIC BRIEFS

The first stamp exhibition was
held in 1852 in Brussels, Belgium,
according to some philatelic sour-
ces. This one man show was ar-
ranged by Phillippe Vandermaalen.
a Belgian geographer.

Stamp collecting is considered
to be the world’s most popular hob-
bv.

Letter from Polish Forces in Canada to Chicago, U.S.A. Machine cancelled:
Jupe 20, 1942, Windsor, Ontario. Large (58 mm x 47 mm) rectangular box,
4 line cachet (black ink): P.O. Box 363/Windsor, Ont./Canada/L. dz. i

with 2104 and initials o.i.w. written in pen.

Polonus Bulletin, Jan.-Feb,, 1987
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POLPEX 87

In the past POLONUS has held
POLPEX shows at local Chicago
settings like Falcons hall, St. James
Church hali, Veterans hall, High-
landers hall, and in some elegant
downtown iocations like the LaSalle
Hotel and Palmer House. This year
a new site was selected, House of
the White Eagle, 6845 N. Milwau-
kee Ave. in nearby Niles, Illinois.
The committee felt that we should
have an appropriate location with
plenty of parking, pleasant atmos-
phere, good Polish food, and other
conveniences.

Chicago has been enjoying a mild
winter this year and if it holds up,
we expect a good turnout for our
biggest event of the year. The exhi-
bition will be open Saturday, March
14th, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sun-
day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admis-
sion is free.

As the exhibition commemo-
rates the 600th anniversary of the
coronation of Wladyslaw Jagiello,
King of Poland and Lithuania, Po-
lonus has invited the Lithuanian
Philatelic Society to attend. The Po-
lish American Numismatic Asso-
ciation is participating with exhi-
bits of commemorative medals is-
sued by PANA since Poland’s Mil-
lennium, and another will show me-
dals pertaining to King Jagiello.
Entered for competition is a histo-
rical philatelic exhibit on the Battle
of Grunwald.

A U.S. Post Office will operate
on the premises and will offer cur-
rent U.S. commemoratives and a
special show cancellation. Two ca-
cheted covers will be used for each
day of the show priced at 75¢ each
or $1.50 for the set. A souvenir
card will be sold for $1.50 mint,

$2.00 cancelled. The traditional
pair of souvenir sheets and descrip-
tive folder will cost $1.00. Souvenir
program catalogs will sell for $1.00.
Mail orders for these items may be
sent to Walenty Poniecki, 6020 N.
Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60646.
Enclose an extra $1.00 for postage
and handling.

The highlight of POLPEX 87
will be Polonus’ own “Beeba Ban-
quet”. a family style dinner at 7:00
p.m. on Saturday cvening. Awards
presentations to exhibitors will be
made at this time. Tickets are $15
per person and may be purchased
at the door.

POLONLUS is looking forward to
its 50th anniversary in 1989, It is
the largest such group in the free
world dedicated to Polish stamp
collecting. Since it began publishing
a bulletin, it has done so continual-
ly, uninterrupted by the war years.

New Members
Paul Palen, 1335
1444 Bay Ridge Pkwy.
Brooklyn, NY 11228
Frank L. Skibbic, Jr., 1334
W-1736 CTH “M”
Rib Lake, WI 54470

NOTICE

We received inquiries as to whet-
her senior citizens pay dues at PO-
LONUS. At a recent board meeting
our policy was defined as follows:

If you have paid your dues for 25
years and are 65 or older, you must
write a letter to the membership
chairman informing him of this in-
formation. Only then will you be-
come a life member exempt from
paying dues. Membership chrm. is
Fred Szebel, 9041 Emerson, Des
Plaines, IL 60016.
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