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GOLDEN JUBILEE POLPEX '89 
WILL CROWN POLONUS' SO YEARS OF ACTIVITY 

Fifty years will pass in February of 1989, since Chester Mikucki called 
the first meeting of the Polonus Philatelic Society. Chester and many of 
the founding members are no longer with us, but Polonus, the oldest Polish 
Philatelic Society in the free world, still publishes a Bulletin, conducts an 
annual Polpex Exhibition, is active and vibrant and will be for many more 
years to come. 

~r'\ 
ANNIVERSARY 
~'-/ 

This most important event in our Society's life will take place on Fcl::­
ruary 24th-26th, 1989 at the Grand Ballroom of the House of the Whi:e 
Eagle, 6839 North Milwaukee Avenue in Niles, Illinois, a northwest suburb 
of Chicago. 

Twenty-five years ago Polonus celebrated its Silver Jubilee in Chicago 
at the Andrews House, owner of today's prestigious House of the Whito 
Eagle, most popular Polish Banquet Hall and Restaurant in Chicagoland. 

Lots of celebration plans are in the making, so watch for announce­
ments in the coming months. Plan now to take active personal and financial 
part in this memorable celebration. 

Fred Szebel, Chairman 
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Short-lived Allenstein has a lot to offer 
By Frt>derlck W. Baumann 

Figure 1. This map shows the position ef Allensleln and several ether Treacy of Verullles 
pleblsdte districts as they existed In lt?t. Most of this territory bad erlgiaally been part of 
northeastern Germany prior to World Wu J. 

Following World War I. the 
Treaty of Versailles tran•• 
rormed the ea•tern rron1ier or 
what had ht-en the I ;Nman 
Empire. Figure I ouflmt>• the 
complex situation in I ~211 

Alter Versailles, Western 
Prussia was handed over to 
Poland. and lhP Hanseatic port 
or Oanzlg and ils environ• 
were declared rrPe territory 
Thi~ gave landlocked Poland 
an important corridor north to 
the Baltic Sea. 

What remained or once 
proud Prus.<:ia was an eastern 
l<land surrounded by Poland 
and Lithuania. cut orr rrom the 
res, or Germany. 

fly the terms of the treaty. 
the nationality of the southern 
a~ western portions of East 
Pru,;sia was 10 be decided b\" a 
popular vore. or plebiscite.' m 
each or th()<;(' regions. 
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The !'nuthern plebrscite ter• 
rilory wa• known by the name 
,or it5 principal town. where 
Teutonic knights had establish• 
ed a castle Parly m the ! ◄th 
rentury. 

Poles called the town 
Otsztyn. To lhe Germans It was 
known as A!lenstem. 

About the srze or the state of 
Connecticut and with a popula­
tion or more than half a mil­
lion souls. Allensteln was ad• 
ministered by Germany Imme­
diately after the war. 

On Feb. 14, 1920. civil au­
thority was tran~rerred 10 an 
allied commission charged 
with conducting the July 11 
plebiscite vote 

Among the interim resporL<i­
hihties or the commissi,:in was 
the provision of stamps for the 
next five monlhs to 220 po<;I ol­
firc.-s <ratterrd over IO dis­
lncts m Allrnstein Condur t of 
postal arrairs otherwise re-

Figure ?. A three-line over­
print on German stamps pro­
duced the first Issues ol Al· 
le"steln, Including Sult 2. 

mained in German hands 
For the first six weeks of its 

brief exislence, Allenstein c-on­
tinued to use German stamps. 
The first plebiscite is'Sues were 
not available until April 3. 

These stamps cons1sled or 14 
German definitives from 5 
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pfennig-; to 3 marks with a 
black three-line OVl'rprint Ohli• 
teraling the uerman national 
name. Figur~ 2 showi: an ex­
ample of the l Opf value. 

Both thin and lhir.k varieti es 
of this overprint are known on 
all values except the 15pf dark 
violet. Double o,·rrprints are 
found on the Im and I .25m 
values. and the 3m is known 
with both a double and an in• 
vertecl overprint. 

German catalog,; list a rew 
important overprint varielies 
and allude to the existence of 
many lesser ones. 

Figure 1 Many unlisted ml• 
nor overprint varieties can 
be found on Allensteln Issues, 
such u tbls MPLEBISCITEM 
variety of Scott tt. 

Figure 3 ~how<: one or the 
latter. in which a hrl'ak 1n lht> 
type mak~ thr tor line of the 
(lverprinl on 11 t m stamp lnok 
like "PU- BISf"iTF.." 

the three-line ovt>rrnnt was 
also apphl'<I t'l ahout 500 sets 
or the 5pf. 11,pr. 21fpf. JOpf and 
•tnpr m11n,)<'hr'lmf' 1;nman1a 
1<:<.11c< ')r 1°~0 rnrs.• ·A·rr,- ar,­
pnrPn11y ov(•rpnnf c-,..,av~ . .inct 
rmnr of thP<.f' r111,i\"f" :rnr1 vnht• 
;ahlc ~,amll' a,.. kn11wn in u,, ... d 
conditinn. 

Fi,:ure 1 show~ a <rcrinr1 lvpr 
nr overprint 1n1ro<111rcd in M:iv 
and June. 

There must ha,·e been !<Orne 
compelling orticial reason ror 
this sttond issue. because 
there wa~ surely very little 
postal nee<! for ii. 

The denominations of the 
second set are the same as 
those of the first. and when the 
new 0V_1rprints were issued. ii 
was known thal AllerL<;tein had 
but two monthS left In which 
stamps would be required. 

figure 1. An oval overprint 
Invoicing the Trl'aty of Ver• 
sallies appears on the second 
set of Allensteln stamps, of 
which Scott H Is a part. 

The second overprint was In 
French, the official language 
of the allied commi,;sion over• 
seeing the plebi,;cile. 

The center of the oval is in• 
S<"ribed "TRAITE OF. VER• 
SAILLl:'.S Art. 91 - !1$." Though 
the issues 11 spawned were le• 

Figure S. Allhnugt, the stamps 
wpre nPver usP<I. Allen'lteln's 
oval overprint wa~ applied to 
about lt.tOe copiPS of Germa• 
ny's 40-pf Pnnil! carmine Ger• 
mania definiti,•p of 1920. 

gion, this i~ lhe only srw,dfir 
mPntion I know of that di.<;as 
trous document on any post~~P 
stamp. 

Berau~ 11 ;ilonP wa~ l,;.sued 
late in June. the 15pf violet 
brown Germania is lhe key 
valu,· in lhis otherwise inex­
pensive <et of 11 values. 

The o,al overprint was al<;o 
applied to about I 0.000 copl<'5 
of thP 1920 40pf carmine Ger­
mania. as ~hown in Figure ~­
Though ot w;r;: never issued. 
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copil'S tater surfaced in mix• 
tures or packets after Allen• 
stein had ceased to exist, and 
the stamp is now quite valu• 
able. 

Allensteln's scarcest stamp 
is the Im issue with inverted 
oval overprinL 

Both a double and an Invert• 
ed oval overprint are also 
known on the 3m issue. 

Convincing counterfeits of 
the oval overprints exist. Er• 
rors should always be exper­
!Jz.ed. and unllSled varieties, of 
which I have seen several. are 
invariably bogus. 

The two basic sets of Allen• 
stein are inexpensive in 

unused condition. but collec• 
tors of used stamps and covers 
are likely to find their work 
cut out for them. 

Though catalog values are 
not high. the maJoriry of the 
postmarked copies of all these 
stamps are identif1abl) can· 
celed--to-order. especially the 
mark values from both sets. 

According to the M1rhe: cat• 
alog. there should he plenty 
for the cover collector 10 pur• 
sue. mcludmg traveling pos1 
offices and mixed franking,; 
with German regular ISSues. 

However. most of the few Al• 
lenstein covers I've seen at 
North American shows are 
philatelic creations. Postal his• 
tory buffs may have to search 
abroad to find much of wha1 
they' re looking for. 

Though the stampS were 
used for some months there• 
after. Allen.~em came to an 
end With tile July 11 pleb1sc11e. 
wt11ch saw a 98-percent ,·ote 1r. 
favor or reunion with Prussia 
and Germany. 

In rosy retrospective, Ger­
man nationalists later claimed 
this lopsided result as a testl• 
momal or Prussian 10,·e for the 
fatherland. 

Sober historians. however 
pomt out that a vote to JOm Po­
land m 1920 was also a vote to 
join a war then raging wnh Sc,. 
v1et Union. a prospect that alsCI 
played an underrated role m 
the landslide. 
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Many nations supply Antarctic 
cachets 

By Sieve Pendlelon 
Many counlncs rngagerl ,n 

Antarclir resrnrrh reinforrl' 
tNninr,at ctn,n,, tw rhr r,1ah­
!I<hmrnt of post ufftn.-, an,t 
1111• 11sP of nH11 ,at ro<tmarks 
IIOWl'VN. m:iO\ ,,rltPr nations 
wirh Anlnr<"II< hac..t>c.. nnly h:l'.:P 
l11ntlrll ha,r 11lrnr1r1cntmn on 
,·a,·h••ts. 

In n<tc1I1:on to lhose ha<r< 
with PQl'I orficf'~. thP,c coun• 
tnr, M•·c Psl:ihh<hl'<I cachet• 
11,,ng has<'S 1lraz1I. Cruguay. 
11 rst Germany. l ·.a<t (;ermnnv. 
India. Korea and Polno,t 

A< a cnunlry 1tets more in• 
volvPd with lhe mechanics of 
sur1>lving an Anlarctic ba.<e, 
the question or opening an ofli­
c,~t post orrke often anc;es. 
Thus. the tat~t Korean expe­
dItton carried an ofliciat can­
cellation device. and India has 
hPen debahng aboul orienrng a 
ptM;I office at il~ base. Dakshln 
Gangoktri. 

TIU! Antarcllc cachel~ can 
be much scarcer than mark• 
in~ from the bigger Antarchc 
power.;. such as the United 
s1a1es. Greal Britain and the 
Soviel Union. Cenarn mark· 
tnJlS, especially tho<;P from a 
cnunlry's first expedition. can 
he rare . 

Hints on obtarnrng tnter~t­
in1t cachets. can be discovered 
hy examining the background 
of each country's Antarchr el• 
ff'lrl . 

Poland. Poland also seems 
to be interested ,n the Antarc• 
t,c as a foorl snurce. both from 
krill and fish. 

In the late I 971ls. Poland sent 
al least lhree krill survey ex• 
pedit,ons to the Antarctic. 
Among 1he ~hips used were the 
Parma, l'rofcssf)r 81),iuch,. 
Gamcsz" sh, and Profe.s~r 
s,edlech1. They provided ship's 
cachets for collectors 

In 197&, Poland established 
the H. Arctowsk, Base ,n the 
south Shetland !~lands. At one 
time. the Poles proposed turn­
i ng this base over lo the Brazi­
lians in repayment or a debt. 
but this never materialized. As 
of 1987. the Poles still occupy 
Arctowsk1. 

Scientists al ArctowskI seem 
to have used two main types of 
cachets. although there are 
variations, such as year date. 
One is a round cachet bearing 
the base name and a stylized 
drawing of an iceberg. The 
other is an oval with a penguin 
In the center. 

Generally, the Polish polar 
effort seems to be more inde• 
pendent of the soviet Union's 
efforts than that of the East 
Germans. but at one lime the 
two programs were similar. In 
I 959. Poland took over lhe So­
viet lnlernational Geophysical 
Year base oas,s and renamed 
ii Dobrowloski. 

As or 1987, these were the 
ma1or cachet-using bases. 
However. each year new roun• 
Ines are eager lo establish 
Antarctic bases. These errorts 
are not always well-publicized. 
This means there are great 
possibilities for the alert ca­
chet searcher. 

One clue that may indicate a 
country's mtrrest ,n the Ant· 
arctic is the one-year (tempo­
rary) expedil1ons senl either 
by pnva1e or governmental 
a Rents in that country's name. 

In the tasl rew years. Aus­
tria. Italy and Spain have sent 
groups SOUlb. Does this mean 
new bases for these countries? 
Possibly, possibly not. Bui 
v.·atcheri; or 1hese <and 01her) 
nations may be well rewarded 
by receiving an unusual polar 
cachet 

................................................................................. ~ 
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CZEStAW StANIA 
MASTER ARTIST AND CRAFTSMAN 

By THOMAS J. GOBBY 

The biographical d a ta for 
Czestaw Stania is: born OCtober 
22, 1921, Czeladzia in Zagtebie 
D:i,browskie, Poland; matricul­
ated in Lublin before World War 
iI, studied at the Academy of 
Arts, Kr a k 6 w and graduated 
with honors, 1950; worked in 
the department of stamp de­
sign and engraving of the Na­
tional Security Printing Co. 
(PWPW) , 1950-6; employed by 
the Swedish Ministry of Posts 
since 1960. These are only facts, 
but wh'it of the man? 

Czestaw Slania, is one of the 
gre:itest living steel engravers 
of postage stamps. About 90 
steel engravers currently prac- , 
tice this art in the world today, 
and Slania is considered to be 
at the top of this difficult and 
demanding field by both his 
peers and laymen. Since child­
hood, he has exhibited an ex­
ceptionally keen, almost photo­
ffr : phic, eye for exquisite detail. 
Prom his eullest pen and pencil 
studies to his latest engravings, 
he has displayed artistic mettle 
r nd craftsmanship to the "nth" 
degree. 

Distinguishing himself with 
his diploma study ( praca dyp­
lomowa) "Grunwald", he gra- I 
duated, with honors, from the 

1 
Academy of Arts In 1950. This 
diplom"l. work would later be­
come the subject of consiqerable 
controversy and cause of consi­
dernbe !lap in Polish philately 
in 1956-7. It is also the subject 
of an illustrated article else­
where in this program book. 

After his graduation Slania 
beg3 n to work for the P WPW 
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where he was responsible for no 
less than 25 stamp designs and 
24 steel engravings. His "micro­
scopic wit" was developed here. 
An example of this "wit" may 
be found on two stamps in the 
series commemorating the 10th 
Anniversary of the Polish Peo­
ple's Republic (Scott No. 654-5). 
In the engraved centers, with 
the aid of a powerful magnifier, 
one can discover the following: 
J6:efa 3lania, his mother; Ma­
rh Majewska, his niece; Jadwi­
g:i Przygodzka, later to be his 
wife; "Lilka", his sweetheart; 
Herwick, a dep1rtmental direc­
tor at the post office; and sev­
eral other individuals. During 
his 6 year sojourn with the PW­
PW, Stania constantly sharpened 
his skills, and produced some of 
the finest engraved specimens 
- in Polish .;tamp history. 

In 1956, Stania left the ship 
"Mazowszr.-" and sought politi­
cal asylum in Sweden. While 
awaiting approval of his request 
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for asylum, he executed a copy 
of U.S. currency which featured 
the replica of a $1 bill on one 
side, and a $10 bill on the other 
side - all by hand! Deviating 
from the norm3.l text, he insert­
ed his personal best wishes to 
President Eisenhower who was 
then campaigning for re-elec­
tion. He mailed his "artwork" 
to Eisenhower. and this gene­
rated a thank you note from the 
office of the President, and a 
cross-Atlantic visit from agents 
of the FBI and Treasury De­
partment. Both agencies were 
deeply disturbed at the techni­
cal excellence of the banknote, 
and unconvinced that it had 
been entirely executed by hand. 
Their skepticism would not per­
mit belief that the note had 
been printed without benefit of 
engraved plates. Finally, under , 
the watchful eye of the Ameri- , 
can and Swedish authorities, I 
Slan1a sat down in his hotel i 
room and drew a portion of 
another banknote - this time 
with even greater technical ex­
cellence. The authorities were 
convinced. They left him with 
the strongest admonitions to 
cease and desist from his prac­
tice of copying currencies. One 
can only imagine what the qua­
llty of our currency would be if 
Mr. Slania were to do the en­
gravings today. 

The years 1956 to 1960 were 
filled with some hardship for 
Slania. Then early in 1960 he 
went into the employment of 
the Swedish Ministry of Posts 
where he continues to this day 
turning out a long succession of 
exquisitely execute<! and en­
graved postage stamps for the 
countries of Sweden, ., Denmark, 
Icelan1, and most reeently, Mo­
naco. To date he has been· res­
ponsible for over :100 stamps 
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each for the countries of Swe­
den and Denmark alone. 

POLPDC 1965 Sovvenir Sheet with Ko­
pen,ik Stamp designed by Ca. Stania. 

Slania has also run off a long 
succession of private studies and 
commissions. A m o n g s t these 
h1ve been portraits of Queen 
Elizabeth, Churchill, de Gaulle, 
John F. Kennedy, Marilyn Mon­
roe, SOphia Loren, Pilsudski, and 
General Anders. One of these 
portraits, that of Queen Eliza­
beth, may make its appearance 
on the English Pound note. He 
has also executed several souve­
nir sheets for the Union of Po­
lish Philatelists in Great Britain. 

However, his most notable 
work (in this author's opinion) 
is the superbly executed study 
of the Battle of Grunwald, from 
the original painting by the 
great Polish artist, Jan Matejka. 
The format is large ( 113x203 
mm) and is most impressive for 
its attention to exquisite detail, 
artistic merit, and overall qua­
lity. Those in attendance at this 
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TYSIJ\CLECJE POLSKI CI-IRZESCIJANSKIEJ 
Thousand Years of Christianity in Poland 

"POLPHILEX 66" 
ZWIAZEK FILATELISTC>W POLSKICH W W.BRYTANII 

Birmingham: 29 April - I May 1966. London: 21-24 May 1966 

POLPHILEX 66 - Millennium Sounnir Shed of the Association of 
Polish Pl,ilotelids in Great Britain. Stomp engraved by Caes'.ow S'oni::i 

e).hibition are asked to view the 
special ccmposite exhibit of Sla­
nia's work which features a 
copy of "Grunwald", and where 
they can see, firsthand, the ar­
tistry of Czeslaw Slania. 

Slania's ability and artistry 
are without question. Master 
that he is, specillists in this de­
manding field come from around 
the world to consult ·with him. 
He is also expert in various 
printing techniques, and his ex­
pertise has helped the West 
Gem'.in firm, "Goebel", in the 
development of multi - co 1 or 
printing presses. 

This then Is the· man, Czeslaw 
Slani1 - artist, engnver, tech­
nicin, and craftsman. His work 
16 •• worthy of extensive study, 
and each of his stamps Is a mi­
niature in art. In his own life­
time he has e3.rned a niche of 
respect and reverence - a niche 
not usually accorded until many 
years after the discovery of an 
artist's greatness. His gre1tness 
is now! 
Sources: 

Exhibition Corologue, Un,on Of Pot.,·, 
Philatelists ,n Grear Britain. Polph,lc,x 
71. Moy. I 971 

Dzienn,k Zwi~zkowy (Zciodal: "G . 
niusz Polskicgo Growera" bv M. L. " N~ 
Antenie" . December I 7. 1971 

At AMERIPEX 86 Polonus meeting, Czeslaw Slania was presented 
with Honorary Membership as a recognition of his outstanding contribution 
to the designing and engraving of postage stamps. At age 67, he has already 
engraved 750 stamps and his life goal is 1,000! At CAPEX 87 in Canada, 
Czesiu Slania promised Fred Szebel to engrave souvenir sheets for Polonus' 
50th Anniversary, POLPEX 89. A L. Kawecki design was already mailed 
to Sweden. If his busy schedule permits, he will attend our Anniversary 
in February, I 989, so look forward to this extraordinary event! 
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Plan of-Emissions of Polish Pos1 for J 9.88""' 

~ J ~.11 •, 

Succ. 
No. 

J f • ~ ;r• ,' (' • 
I. Dragon - rlies ... , ..... .... ,. . . . . . . . . . . . 6 F~br. 23., 140.00 
2. Cracow Restoratiort ':' 'J. ' ..... , . . . . . . . . 1 March 15.06 
3. World Philatelic Exhibition "Juvalux-88" • 1 March - 40.00 
4. International Yea~ or· f.pplied Graphics . l April 4Q.OO 
5. Old Clocks .. .. . . .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 6 May 1°10.00 
6. World Philatelic Exhib. "Finlandia-88" . I June 65.00 
7. Seu I Olympic Games · . : ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 July 175.00 
8. Monument of Warsaw Uprising 1944 . . . I Aug. 15.00' 
9. European FAO-Cortference in Warsaw . •. 2 Aug. 55.00' 

JO. Horses .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . 6 • Sept. 170:00 
11. Defensive War o( 1_939 ' ......... : .. ' . . 3 Sept. 45.001 

12. World Day of the Post . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l Oct. 20.00 
13. 45 Years Polish People's Army -

Combat Decorations .. . ............. . 2 Oct. 35.00 
14. 200th Anniv. of Polish Parliament (Sejm). I Oct. 20.00 
15. Dogs ........................... . 
16. Fire - Ships ... . , .... , ... . ......... . 

6 Oct. 140.00 
6 Nov. 125.00 

17. 70 Yea:ts of .Polartd's In-dep·endence -
Historical Set .' ....... • ............. . 6 Nov. 180.bO 

18. 70 Years of Poland's J ndependence - · 
Economic History ................. . 

l 9. Polish Kngs and Princes : series ...... . 
6 Nov. • 180.00 
2 Dec. 25.00· 

20. New Year .... ; ................. . . . J Dec. 20.00 
All rights to alterations reservt!d. 
Warsaw, M'.1fch 1988 -ARS P,0lona 

POfoNUS MEETING 20 OR SO YEARS AGO. DO YOU RECOGNIZE YOURSELF? 
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Membership Drive 
The best way to celebrate our 

Golden Jubilee is to support the So­
ciety with a Drive for new members. 
A few years ago we lost our founder 
Chester Mikucki, and in the last 
decade, many older memb::rs, wh,, 
always supported the Society with 
great enthusiasm. In this Bulletin, 
you will find a Membership Appli­
cation. Try to enroll at least one 
new member. For morl! applications 
write to Fred Szebel, 9041 Emerson 
St., Des Plaines, IL 600 16. Let's all 
help Polonus be strong and prosper 
for the good of Poland's philately. 

Please Pay Your Dues! 
As of April, 1988 about a third 

of the membership did not pay their 
dues for this year. In order for your 
Society to function properly, please 
do ) our duty and send $12.50 to: 

Fred Szebel, Treasurer 
9041 Emerson Street 
Les Plaines, IL 600 I 6 

Late Patron Polpex 88 
A. J. Szafranski, Glenshaw, PA 

New Member 
Charles J . Obie, # I 349 

I ~ I Crescent Drive 
Glenview, IL 60025 
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POLONUS PHILATELIC so::IETY 
A.P.S. Affiliate #119 

THOMAS J. GOBBY, President 
5713 W. Warwick Street 
Chicago, IL 60634 

ROMUALD ODROWSKI, 
Vice Pres./Program Chairman 
5327 W. Belmont Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60641 

CHESTER SCHAFER, Secretary 
864 N. Ashland Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60622 

FRED SZEBEL, Treasurer/ 
Memb~ rship Chairman 
9041 Emerson Street 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

Board of Dire:tors: 
AL RYBARSKI 
ROMAN STRZELECKI 
STANLEY RUSIN 
WALENTY PONIECKI 

Annual Dues which include a sub• 
scription to the 'Bulletin' are $12.!)0 
(U.S. funds only) and should be se11t 
to Fred Szebel, 9041 Emerson St., 
Des Plaines, IL 60016. Membership 
Dues are payab:e by De: ember 31st, 
for the next calendar year. New mem­
bers will re::eive all the 'Bulletins' for 
the year in which the/ join. Chan3e:; 
of address, problems with re::e:ving 
the Bulletin, contribution of articles 
for the Bulletin, or general matters 
pertaining to the Society, should be 
addressed to: 

Polonus Philatelic Society 
Box 1217, Oak Park, IL 60304 

The Polonus Phi latelic Society is a 
Not-for-Profit Organization incorpor­
ated in the State of Illinois ( 1939) 
The opinions expressed by authors 
of articles appearing t herein, do not 
necessarily re flec t the views of the 
Polonus Philatelic Society. 

Reinstated 
Sebastian Styczynski, #0551 

3842 West Argyle 
Chicago, IL 60625 

K:.:zimierz Mazur, #I 170 
Skanderupves Ut. th. 

2bl0 J'odovre, Denmark 

Polonus Bulletin, March-April, 1988 


