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GOLDEN JUBILEE POLPEX ’89
WILL CROWN POLONUS’ 50 YEARS OF ACTIVITY

Fifty years will pass in February of 1989, since Chester Mikucki called
the first meeting of the Polonus Philatelic Society. Chester and many of
the founding members are no longer with us, but Polonus, the oldest Polish
Philatelic Society in the free world, still publishes a Bulletin, conducts an
annual Polpex Exhibition, is active and vibrant and will be for many more
years L0 come.

ANNIVERSARY

This most important event in our Society’s life will take place on Feb-
ruary 24th-26th, 1989 at the Grand Ballroom of the House of the Whiie
Eagle, 6839 North Milwaukee Avenue in Niles, Illinois, a northwest suburb
of Chicago.

Twenty-five years ago Polonus celebrated its Silver Jubilee in Chicago
at the Andrews House, owner of today’s prestigious House of the Whitc
Eagle, most popular Polish Banquet Hall and Restaurant in Chicagoland.

Lots of celebration plans are in the making, so waich for announce-
ments in the coming months. Plan now to take active personal and financial
part in this memorable celebration.

’ Fred Szebel, Chairman
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Short-lived Allenstein has a lot to offer

By Frederick W. Baumann

MARIENWERDER

Figure 1. This map shows the position of Allenstein and several other Treaty of Versailles
plebiscite districts as they existed in 1920. Most of this territory had originally been part of
northeastern Germany prior to World War L.

Following World War [, the
Treaty of Versailles trans-
formed the eastern frontier of
what had been the (ierman
Empire. Figure 1 outlines the
complex situation in 1920

After Versailles, Western
Prussia was handed over o
Poland, and the Hanseatic port
of Danzig and its environs
were declared [ree territory
This gave landlocked Poland
an important corridor north to
the Baltic Sea.

What remained of once
proud Prussia was an eastern
island surrounded by Poland
and Lithuania, cut off from the
rest ol Germany.

Ry the terms of the treaty,
the nationality of the southern
ang western portions of East
Prussia was to be decided hy a
popular vote, or plebiscite, in
each of those regions,

The southern plebiscite ter-
ritory was known by the name
ol ils principal town. where
Teutonic knighls had establish-
ed a castle early in the 14th
century.

Poles called the town
Olsztyn. To the Germans it was
known as Allenstein.

About the size of the state of
Connecticut and with a popula-
tion of more than half a mil-
lion souls, Allenstein was ad-
ministered by Germany imme-
diately after the war,

On Feb. 14, 1920, civil au-
thority was transferred to an
allied commission charged
with conducting the July 11
plebiscite vote.

Among the inferim responsi-
hilities of the commission was
the provision of stamps for the
next five months to 220 post of-
fices scattered over 10 dis-
tricts in Allenstein. Conduct of
postal affairs otherwise re-

Figure 2. A three-line over-
print on German stamps pro-
duced the first issues of Al-
lenstein, including Scott 2.

mained in German hands.

For the first six weeks of its
brief existence, Allenstein con-
tinued to use German stamps.
The first plebiscite issues were
not available until April 3.

These stamps consisted of 14
German definitives from 5
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pfennigs to 3 marks with a
black three-line overprint ohli-
terating the German national
name, Figure 2 shows an ex-
ample of the 10pf value.

Both thin and thick varieties
of this overprint are known on
all values except the 15pf dark
violet. Double overprints are
found on the Im and 1.25m
values, and the 3m is known
with both a double and an in-
verted overprint.

German catalogs list a few
important overprint varieties
and allude to the existence of
many lesser ones.

Figure 3. Many unlisted mi-
nor overprint varieties can
be found on Allenstein issues,
such as this “PLEBISCITE"
variety of Scott 10.

Figure 3 shows one of the
latter, in which a break in the
type makes the top line of the
overprint on a lm stamp look
like “PLEBISCITE.”

he three-line overprinl was
also applied 1o aboutl 500 sets
of the 5Spf, 10pf, 20p1, 30pf and
A0pf monachrame (ermania
1ssues of 1920, These were ap-
parently overprinl essaye, and
none of these elnsive and valy-
able stainps is known in gsed
conditinn.

Figure 4 shows a second tvpe
of overprint introduced in May
and June.

There must have heen some
compelling official reason for
this second issue, because
there was surely very little
postal need for it.

The denominations of the
second sel are the same as
those of the first, and when the
new overprints were issued, it
was known that Allenstein had
but two months left in which
stamps would be required.

Figure 4. An oval overprint
invoking the Treaty of Ver-
sailles appears on the second
set of Allenstein stamps, of
which Scott 16 is a part.

The second overprint was in
French, the official language
of the allied commission over-
seeing the plebiscite.

The center of the oval is in-
scrihed “TRAITE DF VER-
SAILLES Art. 94—95." Though
the issues it spawned were le-

Figure 5. Although the stamps
were never used, Allenstein’s
oval overprint was applied to
about 19,000 copies of Germa-
ny's 48-pfennig carmine Ger-
mania definitive of 1920.

gion, this is the only specific
mention [ know of that disas
trous document on any postage
stamp.

Because il alone was issued
late in June, the 15pI violel
brown Germania is the key
value in this otherwise inex-
pensive set of 14 values.

The oval overprinl was also
applied to about 10,000 copies
of the 1920 40pf carmine Ger-
mania, as shown in Figure 5.
Though il was never issued,

copies later surfaced in mix-
tures or packets after Allen-
stein had ceased to exist, and
the stamp is now quite valu-
able.

Allenstein’s scarcest stamp
is the Im issue with inverted
oval overprint.

Both a double and an invert-
ed oval overprint are also
known on the 3m issue.

Convincing counterfeits of
the oval overprints exist. Er-
rors should always be exper-
tized, and unlisted varieties, of
which I have seen several, are
invariably bogus.

The two basic sets of Allen-
stein are inexpensive in
unused condition, but collec-
tors of used stamps and covers
are likely to find their work
cut out for them.

Though catalog values are
not high, the majority of the
postmarked copies of all these
stamps are identifiably can-
celed-to-order, especially the
mark values from both sets

According to the Miche! cat-
alog. there should he plenty
for the cover collector to pur-
sue, including traveling post
offices and mixed frankings
with German regular issues.

However, most of the few Al-
lenstein covers I've seen at
North American shows are
philatelic creations. Postal his-
tory buffs may have to search
abroad to find much of what
they're looking for.

Though the stamps were
used for some months there-
after, Allenstein came 10 &n
end with the July 11 plebiscite,
which saw a 98-percent vole in
favor of reunion with Prussia
and Germany.

In rosy retrospective, Ger-
man nationalists later claimed
this lopsided result as a testi-
monial of Prussian love for the
fatherland.

Sober historians. however,
point out that a vote [o join Po-
land in 1920 was also a vote to
join a war then raging with So¢-
viet Union, a prospect that alse
played an underrated role in
the landslide.
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Many nations supply Antarctic

By Steve Pendleton

Many countries engaged in
Antarctic research reinforce
territorial claims by the estah-
lishment of post offices and
the use of official postmarks
However, many other nations
with Antarctic hases only have
limiled base wlentilication on
cachels,

In addiion to (hnse bhases
with post offices, these coun-
iries have established cachet-
using bases: Brazil. Uruguay.
West Germany. East Germany,
India, Korea and Polant

As a counlry gels more in-
volved with the mechanics of
supplving an Antarclic base,
the yuestion of opening an offi-
cial post office often arises.
Thus, the latest Korean expe-
dition carried an official can-
cellation device, and India has
heen debating aboul opening a
post office at its base, Dakshin
Gangoklri.

The Antarctic cachets can
be much scarcer than mark-
ings from the bigger Antarctic
powers, such as the United
States, Greal Britain and the
Soviet Union. Cerfain mark-
ings, especially those from a
country’s first expedition, can
he rare.
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cachets

Hints on obtaining interest-
ing cachets, can be discovered
by examining the background
of each country’s Antarctic ef-
fort,

Poland. Poland also seems
to be interested in the Antarc-
tic as a food source, both from
krill and fish.

In the late 1970s, Poland sent
at least three krill survey ex-
peditions to the Antarctic.
Among the ships used were the
Parma, Professor  Bogucki,
Garneszwshi  and  Professor
Siedlecki. They provided ship's
cachets for collectors

In 1978, Poland established
the H. Arctowski Base in the
South Shetland Islands. At one
time, the Poles proposed turn-
ing this base over to the Brazi-
lians in repayment of a debt,
but this never materialized. As
of 1987, the Poles still occupy
Arctowski.

Scientists at Arctowski seem
to have used two main types of
cachets, although there are
variations, such as year date.
One is a round cachet bearing
the base name and a stylized
drawing of an iceberg. The
other is an oval with a penguin
in the center.

Generally, the Polish polar
effort seems to be more inde-
pendent of the Soviet Union's
efforts than that of the East
Germans, but at one time the
two programs were similar. In
1959, Poland took over the So-
viet International Geophysical
Year bhase Oasis and renamed
it Dobrowloski.

As of 1987, these were the
major cachet-using bases.
However, each year new coun-
tries are eager lo eslablish
Antarctic bases. These efforts
are not always well-publicized.
This means there are great
possibilities for the alert ca-
chet searcher.

One clue that may indicate a
country’s interest in the Ant-
arctic is the one-year (tempo-
rary) expeditions senl either
by private or governmental
agents in that country's name,

In the last few years, Aus-
tria, Italy and Spain have sent
groups south. Does this mean
new bases for these countries?
Possibly, possibly nol. But
watchers of these (and other)
nations may be well rewarded
hy receiving an unusual polar
cachet
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CZESLAW SLANIA

MASTER ARTIST

AND CRAFTSMAN

By THOMAS J. GOBBY

The biographical data for
Czestaw Stania is: born October
22, 1921, Czeladzia in Zaglebie
Dabrowskie, Poland; matricul-
ated in Lublin before World War
il, studied at the Academy of
Arts, Krakéw and graduated
with honors, 1950; worked in
the department of stamp de-
sign and engraving of the Na-
tional Security Printing Co.
(PWPW), 1950-6; employed by
the Swedish Ministry of Posts
since 1960. These are only facts,
but what of the man?

Czestaw Stania, is one of the
greitest living steel engravers
of postage stamps. About 90
steel engravers currently prac-
tice this art in the world today,
and Stania is considered to be
at the top of this difficult and
demanding field by both his
peers and laymen. Since child-
hood, he has exhibited an ex-
ceptionally keen, almost photo-
gr: phic, eye for exquisite detail.
I'rom his exrliest pen and pencil
studies to his latest engravings,
he has displayed artistic mettle
tnd craftsmanship to the “nth"
degree.

Distinguishing himself with
his diploma study (praca dyp-
lomowa) “Grunwald”, he gra-
duated, with honors, from the
Academy of Arts in 1950. This
diploma work would later be-
come the subject of considerable
controversy and cause of consi-
derabe flap in Polish philately
in 1956-7. It is also the subject
of an illustrated article else-
where in this program book.

After his graduation Stania
tegan to work for the PWPW

where he was responsible for no
less than 25 stamp designs and
24 steel engravings. His “micro-
scopic wit" was developed here.
An example of this “wit” may
be found on two stamps in the
series commemorating the 10th
Anniversary of the Polish Peo-
ple’s Republic (Scott No. 654-5).
‘In the engraved centers, with
| the aid of a powerful magnifier,
one can discover the following:
Jo-efa Siania, his mother; Ma-
ria Majewska, his niece; Jadwi-
g1 Przygodzka, later to be his
wife; “Lilka”, his sweetheart;
Herwick, a departmental direc-
tor at the post office; and sev-
eral other individuals. During
his 6 year sojourn with the PW-
PW, Stania constantly sharpened
| his skills, and produced some of
\the finest engraved specimens
— in Polish stamp history.

In 1956, Stania left the ship
“Mazowsze'" and sought politi-
lcal asylum in Sweden. While
| awaiting approval of his request

427-8
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for asylum, he executed a copy
of U.S. currency which featured
the replica of a $1 bill on one

side, and a $10 bill on the other |

side — all by hand! Deviating
from the normal text, he insert-
ed his personal best wishes to
President Eisenhower who was
then campaigning for re-elec-
tion. He mailed his ‘‘artwork”
to Eisenhower, and this gene-
rated a thank you note from the
office of the President, and a
cross-Atlantic visit from agents
of the FBI and Treasury De-
partment. Both agencies were
deeply disturbed at the techni-
cal excellence of the banknote,
and unconvinced that it had
been entirely executed by hand.
Their skepticism would not per-

' each for the countries of Swe-

|
i
|
|
|

mit belief that the note had |

been printed without benefit of
engraved plates. Finally, under
the watchful eye of the Ameri-

can and Swedish authorities, |
. POLPEX 1965 Souvenir Sheet with Ko-

Stania sat down in his hotel
room and drew a portion of
another banknote — this time
with even greater technical ex-
cellence. The authorities were
convinced. They left him with
the strongest admonitions to
cease and desist from his prac-
tice of copying currencies, One
can only imagine what the qua-
lity of our currency would be if
Mr. Stania were to do the en-
gravings today.

The years 1956 to 1960 were
filled with some hardship for
Stania. Then early in 1960 he
went into the employment of
the Swedish Ministry of Posts
where he continues to this day
turning out a long succession of
exquisitely executed and en-
graved postage stamps for the
countries of Sweden; Denmark,
Icelanq, and most recently, Mo-
naco. To date he has beep res-
ponsible for over -100 stamps

den and Denmark alone.

{ POLOMNUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY

POLPEX

MARCH 5, & 7 .

1965

CHICAGOD. V. 5 A

pernik Stamp designed by Cz. Slania.

Stania has also run off a long
succession of private studies and
commissions. Amongst these
have been portraits of Queen
Elizabeth, Churchill, de Gaulle,
John F. Kennedy, Marilyn Mon-
roe, Sophia Loren, Pilsudski, and
General Anders. One of these
portraits, that of Queen Eliza-
beth, may make its appearance
on the English Pound note. He
has also executed several souve-
nir sheets for the Union of Po-
lish Philatelists in Great Britain.

However, his most notable
work (in this author’s opinion)
is the superbly executed study
of the Battle of Grunwald, from
the original painting by the
great Polish artist, Jan Matejko.
The format is large (113x203
mm) and is most impressive for
its attention to exquisite detail,
artistic merit, and overall qua-
lity. Those in attendance at this

Polonus Bulletin, March-April, 1988
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TYSIACLECIE POLSKI CHRZESCIJANSKIE] |
Thousand Years of Christianity in Poland

“POLPHILEX 66"

ZWIAZEK FILATELISTOW POLSKICH W W.BRYTANII .
Birmingham: 29 April - 1 May 1966. London: 21-24 May 1966

POLPHILEX 66 — Millennium Souvenir Sheet of the Association of
Polish Philatelists in Great Britain. Stamp engraved by Czes'aw S5’ania

exhibition are asked to view the
special ccmposite exhibit of Sta-
nia’s work which features a
copy of “Grunwald”, and where
they can see, firsthand, the ar-
tistry of Czestaw Siania.

Stania’s ability and artistry
are without question. Master
that he is, specizlists in this de-
manding field come from around
the world to consult with him.
He is also expert in various
printing technigues, and his ex-
pertise has helped the West

This then is the man, Czestaw
Stania — artist, engraver, tech-
nicin, and craftsman. His work
is “worthy of extensive study,
and each of his stamps is a mi-
niature in art. In his own life-
time he has earned a niche of
respect and reverence — a niche
not usually accorded until many
years after the discovery of an
artist’s greatness. His greatness
is now!

| Sources:

Geman firm, ‘“Goebel”, in the:

development of multi-color
printing presses.

Exhibition Catalogue, Union Of Polis

Philatelists in Great Britain. Polphilex
71. May. 1971
Dziennik Zwiazkowy (Zqgoda): "G -

niusz Polskiego Grawera™ by M. L. "Nz
Antenie’’. December 17, 1971

At AMERIPEX 86 Polonus meeting, Czeslaw Slania was presented
with Honorary Membership as a recognition of his outstanding contribution
to the designing and engraving of postage stamps. At age 67, he has already
engraved 750 stamps and his life goal 1s 1,000! At CAPEX 87 in Canada,
Czesiu Slania promised Fred Szebel to engrave souvenir sheets for Polonus’
50th Anniversary, POLPEX 89. A L. Kawecki design was alrcady mailed
to Sweden. If his busy schedule permits, he will attend our Anniversary
in February, 1989, so look forward to this extraordinary event!
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Plan of Emlssmns of Polish Pos‘ for 1988

%k
Succ. S TR Y 0. of f
No. Description SR :‘tamps_:?ghg fi}, \r‘?:g;
1. Dragon;- flies .. ,% caniv sve e v devnnn. 6 . Febr.23., 140.00
2. Cracow Restoration SS&7....}.......% 1. March '15.00
3. World Philatelic Exhibition “Juvalux-88" * 1 ‘March = - ~40.00
4. International Year' of Applted Graphics . 1 April 40.00
5. Old- Clotks . o . i va i s x oo onis P o] ‘May £ 110.00
6. World Philatelic Exhlb “Finlandia-88” , |1 June 65.00
7. Seul Olympic Games . :~............. 6 July 175.00,
8. Monument ‘of ‘Warsaw' U'pnsmg 1944 .. 1 Aug. 15.00
9. European FAO- Confcrcnce in Warsaw s 2 Aug. 55.00°
[0 HOTSER et s e e R s e & ra 6 .Sept.: *170:00
11. Defensive War of 1939 .. ... ... ... .. 3 Sept. b 45.00
12. World Day of the Post . .............. | Oct. 20.00¢
13. 45 Years Polish People’s Army - :
Combat Decorations ................. 2 Oct. 35.00
14. 200th Anniv. of Polish Parliament (Sejm). 1~ Oct. 20.00
A B3 A R RSP O IR el 6 Oct. 140.00
16. Firé - Ships'c2. 2958 o982 50 Lot as 6 - Nov. 125.00
17. 70 Yedrs of Poland’s Independence - ' o o
Historlosl Sl i 5L 2 el o b s 6 Nov. 180.00°
18. 70 Years of Poland’s lndcpendence - it
Economic¢ History: ., 324270 o cavans 6 Nov. "180.00
19. Polish Kngs and Prmccs - series ....... 2 Dec.. 25001,
20, NeWw. Year . 5. st s catehfebon < o o wiaiss 1 Dec. 20.00
All rights to alter‘atlons reservdd '
Warsaw, March 1988 O ST —ARS Polona

POI:ONUS MEEI'ING 20 OR SO ‘I’EARS AGO. DO YOU RECOGNIZE YOURSELF?
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YES, We want
NEW MEMBERS!

Membership Drive

The best way to celebrate our
Golden Jubilee is to support the So-
ciety with a Drive for new members.
A few years ago we lost our founder
Chester Mikucki, and in the last
decade, many older members, who
always supported the Society with
great enthusiasm. In this Bulletin,
vou will find a Membership Appli-
cation. Try to enroll at least onc
new member. For more applications
write to Fred Szebel, 9041 Emerson
St., Des Plaines, 1L 60016. Let’s all
help Polonus be strong and prosper
for the good of Poland’s philately.

Please Pay Your Dues!

As of April, 1988 about a third
of the membership did not pay their
dues for this year. In order for your
Society to function properly, please
do your duty and send $12.50 to:

Fred Szebel, Treasurer

9041 Emerson Street

Les Plaines, IL 60016

Late Patron Polpex 88
A. J. Szafranski, Glenshaw, PA

New Member
Charles J. Obie, #1349
111 Crescent Drive
Glenview, IL 60025

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
A.P.S. Affiliate #119

THOMAS J. GOBBY, President
5713 W. Warwick Street
Chicago, IL 60634

ROMUALD ODROWSKI,
Vice Pres./Program Chairman
5327 W. Belmont Avenue
Chicago, IL 60641

CHESTER SCHAFER, Secretary
864 N. Ashland Avenue
Chicago, IL 60622

FRED SZEBEL, Treasurer/
Memb: rship Chairman
9041 Emerson Street
Des Plaines, IL 60016

Board of Directors:
AL RYBARSKI
ROMAN STRZELECKI
STANLEY RUSIN
WALENTY PONIECKI

Annual Dues which include a sub-
scription to the ‘Bulletin' are $12.50
(U.S. funds only) and should be sent
to Fred Szebel, 9041 Emerson St.,
Des Plaines, IL 60016. Membership
Dues are payable by Dezember 31st,
for the next calendar year. New mem-
bers will rezeive all the ‘Bulletins’ for
the year in which they join. Chanzes
of address, problems with recelving
the Bulletin, contribution of articles
for the Bulletin, or general matters
pertaining to the Society, should be
addressed to:

Polonus Philatelic Society
Box 1217, Oak Park, IL 60304

The Polonus Philatelic Society is a
Not-for-Profit Organization incorpor-
ated in the State of lllinois (1939)
The opinions expressed by authors
of articles appearing therein, do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
Polonus Philatelic Society.

Reinstated
Sebastian Styczynski, #0551
3842 West Argyle
Chicago, IL 60625
Kazimierz Mazur, #1170
Skanderupves Ut. th.
2b10 Todovre, Denmark
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