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Polish Officers in
Soviet Capitivity

Q)

193941

by J.J. Danielski and M. Lubinski

N

AN INTRODUCTION TO POSTAL HISTORY

In 1940, the Sov-
iets secretly executed
some 26,000 Polish
servicemen. Groups
of sixty to 250 men
— mostly officers
held in prisoner-of-
war camps — were
taken out of camps
and liquidated one
by one, with a shot
to the back of the
head, until all the

known until that

Geriaan discovery
in 1943. When the
Katyn Massacre
was made public

that year, the Sov-
iets immediately
placed all blame on
the Germans, claim
ing that all the mis-
sing officers had
been captured by

Soviet camps were
cleared. These exe-
cutions became
known as the Katyn Massacre, so
named for the forest where some of
those Polish officers were executed
and buried in April, 1940.

The outside world first learned of
the executions in 1943, when Nazi
soldiers stumbled onto mass graves
of these Polish servicemen in that
forest, located near Smolensk in the
occupied Soviet territories. Those
buried in the mass graves appeared
to be remains of prisoners taken by
the Soviets during their 1939 inva-
sion of Poland and held in the
camp of Kozielsk.

Previously the Polish govern-
ment-in-exile in London had at-
tempted to locate some 15,000
‘members of its army taken prisoner
by the Soviets. Their fate was un-

A Polish newspaper cartoon graphically
portrays the attempt to destroy Poland.

German troops in-
vading the Soviet
Union — a story
Soviets maintained for fifty years.

On October 15, 1992, o special
envoy from Russia gave Poland’s
president copies of documents that
had authorized the 1940 massac-
res. These documents provided
proof that the former Soviet Minis-
try of the Interior, Narodnyi Ko-
mmissaryat Vnutriennykh Diel
(NKVD), had masterminded and
carried out the executions. The
documents also tied the central
authorities in Moscow, including
Stalin, to the mass executions,

The history of that period is pre-
sented herewith, accompanied by
covers to and from those Polish of-
ficers held by the Soviets in 1939-
1941.
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The 1939 Invasion of Poland

The Soviets had attacked Poland on September 17, 1939, seventeen
days after the German invasion. The invading troops spread rumors that
they crossed the border to help fight the Germans, thus confusing a
number of Polish local commanders. The Soviets broke all terms of
surrender signed by Polish units: for example, the garrison of Lwow
(now Lviv in Ukraine), which successfully had defended the city against
the Germans for ten days, surrendered to the Red Army under ths
stipulation that garrison members would be allowed to evacuate to
Romania; instead privates were set free while officers were shipped off
to a priscner-of-war camp in Starobielsk. In many ocases, the Soviets
executed captured Polish officers on the spot.

According to Soviet government figures, during the entire 1939 cam-
paign against Poland. the Red Army took some 230.000 Polish service-
men prisoner, including about 8,000 officers. This figure does not in-
clude the thousands who resisted and were executed immediately.
Those men never have been included in any of the statistics.

Shortly after seizing Eastern Poland, the Soviets, based on NKVD
Order Nu. 001223, began registering inhabitants to identify all “anti
Soviet eleients.” Potentially dangerous people, definzd by their po-
litical or religious orientation, past or present political life, and cmploy-
ment, were sent to prisons. Some of them, mostly officers were sent to
prisoner-cf-war camps.

In mid-June 1940, the Soviets decided to incorporate the territories
of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. During the annexation of Latvia
and Lithuania, about 6,000 Polish internees, including some 800 offi-
cers, were taken over. These men were members of the Polish army
who had escaped to those countries after the 1939 Soviet attack on
Poland and had been interned there. All of them were deported to the
camps of Koziclsk (Smolensk Province), Pavlishtchev Bor (Yukhnov,
Smolensk Province), and Griazovets (Vologda Province).

A Polish prisoner-of-war camp in northern Siberia.
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In Estonia, Soviets arrested a number of Poles, mostly officers who
had escaped from Latvian and Lithuanian internment camps and who
were awailing transportation to Sweden or Finland on their way to
Great Britain.

Treatment of Prisoners

No uniform practice existed with respect to the trsaiment of pris-
oners. Some Soviet units segregated officers from privates, scnding the
first to special prisoner-of-war camps and letting the latter go home.
Other Soviet units directed all captured men to special assembly camps
to be seg-egated. Sometimes. special temporary holding places were de-
signated to house captured single men or small groups. For example,
such a setting existed on the premises of the provincial governmznt in
Wilno (now Vilnius, capital of Lithuania), in Radoshkovitse (Radoszko-
wice) near Molodetchno (Motodeczno), in the towns of Burshtyn (Bur-
sztyn) and Zlotchov (Ztoczow) in the province of Tarnopol, and in the
town of Stolpce near Baranovitche (Baranowicze).

The Soviets shipped large groups directly to transit camps organized
near the border. Three huge camps were located in Shepetovka, Novo-
grad Volynsk (Soviet Ukraine), and Podvolotchiska-Voletchiska on the
border (actually Frydrykhovka on the Soviet side of th: border).

In the transit camps, special NKVD units usually took over the cap-
tured Polish servicemen. Before the war, the NKVD had administered
the entire network of Soviet forced labor camps, as well as regular
internal security matters. In September, 1939, a special Department for
Prisoners of War was established to deal exclusively with all matters
relating to prisoners of war. In 1940, it was renamed 1he Department
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Figure 1. Ié (l:ovgr from Kozielsk camp to Grodno in Soviet-occupied
oland.
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for Prisoners of War and Internees to include Polish servicemen taken
over in the Baltic republics.

On October 3, 1939, Lavrenti Beria, the chief of internal security
(the People’'s Commissar for the Interior), ordered the segregation of
all Polisk servicemen taken prisoner by the Red Army. Officers were
to be sent to a prisoner-of-war camp in Starobielsk; privates, originat-
ing from the German zone of occupation, were to be sent to camps in
Kozielsk and Putivl (Sumy Province). Those who prior to the war had
lived in the Soviet zone of occupation were to be set free; in actuality.
all those released were rearrested after returning home and deported
to the Far North or Siberia. All members of the Police Force, Frontier
Defense Corps and Intelligence and Counter-Intelligence officers were
to be sent to the Ostashkov camp.

Later a modified segregation order transferred privates oniginally
held in Kozielsk and Putivl during October and November, 1939 to spe-
cial labor camps, organized mostly on occupied territories. Putivl was
closed down, and Kozielsk became another officers’ camg.

Shortly after the Poles arrived at these camps, the NKVD started
interrogaltions. Between fall 1939 and spring 1940, all prisoners were
fingerprirted, photographed and examined. The NKVD built extensive
files on each prisoner, classifying them for use as possible collaborators.
The results were less than promising.

The NKVD generally felt that there was little chance of re-educating
the Polish prisoners of war and vocalized that opinion in a document
prepared for the Politburo of the Soviet Communist Party character-
) 1

NMOYTOBAA KAPTOYKA

CARTE POSTALE 7

Figure 2. A postal card from Starobielsk camp; written on October
#28, 1939, and mailed on December 2, 1939 (cancellation date). An
NKVD officer in the camp probably caused the delay.
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Figure 3. This postal card from Starobielsk camp carries an
unusual return address: KRASNOBIELSK, P.O. Box 15. The
message is dated October 29, 1939, and was mailed December 2,
1939, according to the datestamp.

izing the Poles held in Kozielsk, Ostashkov and Starobielsk as anti-
Soviet. It recommended executions without trial and without bringing
charges against them. The Politburo accepted this recommendation on
March 5, 1940,

When the Soviets started their liquidations, some 15.000 servicemen
were being held in those camps in 1940. All the camps wcre cleared out
dunng Aprl] and May. The prisoners from Kozielsk camp were executed
in the Katyn forest and buried there.

Thos: held in-Starobielsk were executed in the NKVD inner prison
in Kharkov and buried in Piatikhatki nearby, whereas those from Ost-
ashkov were murdered in the basement of the NKVD building in Ka
linin (now Tver) and buried in nearby Mednoye.

Only 448 out of more than 15,000 people survived. Most of them
(432) were transferred to Pav]mhtchcv Bor, and after two months they
were transferred to Griazovets. Sixteen others were shipped to various
prisons for further investigation. In all probabllny, the Soviets hoped
to use survivors as a cadre for future Polish units under their control.

Under the direction of the Soviet Politburo, about 11,000 officers
and other prisoners considered potentially dangerous to the Soviet rule
but held in other places were executed — without being charged or
tried.

As the Soviets began annexing the Baltic republics in mid-June 1949,
Poles am:sted there were classified as internces (the Fifth Hague Con-
vention o 1907 defined internees as soldiers of warring nations who
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cross the border of a neutral country and are detained there). These
internees were deported to the camps in Kozielsk, Pavlishtchev Bor,
and Griazovets. They were subject to the same treatment as those taken
prisoner in 1939, with one important difference. Unlike the prisoners
from the 1939 campaign, the majority of this group survived.

In mid-1941 during Germany’s attack on the Soviet Union, the
Soviets continued operating only three prisoner-of-war camps: Kozielsk
and Griazovets, as well as Starobielsk, which held about 10,000 Polish
soldiers transferred there from occupied Poland. All other Polish ser-

vicemen were stripped of their status and sentenced to forced labor
camps.
Prisoner-of-War Camps

Two main phases characterize the organization of Soviet camps for
Polish officers: a preparatory stage lasting from Septainber until Nov-
ember, 1939 and a phase of advance organization that began in
November, 1939.

The preparatory stage included a period of temporary holding places
in occupied territorics, transit camps on Soviet soil, @nd provisiona.
camps in Soviet territory.

Soviet archival documents list the following temporary camps in
operation on October 3, 1939:

* Griazovets and Zaonikevo in Vologda Province

* QOstashkov in Kalinin Province

Kyda c//z/mm/m.,z Z ﬁmawe.{fm _._/E{z? __.gm :
Vargctoce {Afaw:r

ult Trrade, c«néfa{.-
_Ko.uy/#:./-.._ 67.&4 .

0 |V LLP bpodnipradedien s

/ldrrsaf J“MZ’/"';)W 5:‘: rd I y

de lexpéditcur |~/ U7

Figure 4. General Kowalewski sent this postal card from Starobieisk
camp on October 23, 1939; it carries an uncommon return address:
Camp NKVD, Starobielsk, Voroshilovgrad Province, SSSR.
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Table 1. Special
Prisoner-of-War
Camnps

Location Period of Existence Official Postal Address Camp Housed
Kozielsk,
: Nov.1 939 Smolensk Province, Officers
Kozielsk May 12, 1940
) P.O. Box 12
(Smolensk Province)
July 18, 1940- Moscow Main Post Office, . .
July 1941 PO. Box 11/ S 41 Ex-internees from the Baltics
. Starobielsk
Starobielsk ! Nov. 1939- g :
: ; Voroshilovgrad Province, Officers
(Voroshilovgrad Province) | May 12, 1940 PO. Box 15
Police Force, Frontier
Ostashkov Nov. 1939- ?(s;ﬁs:;so;;ovmcc Defense Corps, Intelligence
(Kalinin Province) May 19, 1940 ' and Counterintelligence
P.O. Box 37
Officers
- April 26— 432 out of 448 saved from
Pavlishtchev Bor
(Yukhnovskiy Lager] June 13, 1940 the massacre
(Smolensk Province) July 1940~ Moscow Main Post Office, Ex-internees from the
July 5, 1941 P.O. Box 11/R 43 Baltics
Griazovets June 18, 1940- Moscow Main Post Office, 3132 out of 448 S:V‘:d from
(Vologda Province) Aug. 21, 1941 P.O.Box 11/§ 12 ex‘ii:’(:s;:‘;’: =

Transit camp for Poles

Suzdal repatriated from the Far
(Province of June-Aug. 1941 Not recorded North to the centers of
Ivanovo-Voznesensk) formation of the Polish

Army in the USSR
Talitsa [Yuzhskiy Lager]

(Province of
Ivanovo—-Voznesensk)

June-Aug. 1941

Not recorded

As above




»

Pavlishtchev Bor (in Soviet sources called Yukhnovskiy Lager)

in Smolensk Province

Kozielsk in Smolensk Province

Gorodok Symskiy-Monastyr, Boloto, and Tiolkino

Putivl (Sumy Province) which consisted of three subcamps:
Kozielshichina in Poltava Province

Starobiclsk in Voroshilovgrad Province

Oranki, Bogorodsk District, probably in Ivanovo Province

Talitsa (in Soviet sources called Yuzhskiy Lager) in Ivanovo Prov.

*

* % % % %

A main characteristic common to all those camps: they houssd pris
oners of war — enlisted men and officers. During October and Nov-
ember 1939, most were closed down, namely: Griazovets, Zaonikevo,
Pavlishtchev Bor, Putivl, Kozielshtchina, Oranki and Talitsa. Kozielsk
and Starobielsk became permanent officers’ camps, whereas Ostashkov
became 2 camp for members of the Police Force, Frontier Defensc
Corps and Intelligence and Counter-Intelligence officers.

The camps housed not only servicemen but also several hundred
civilians whom the Soviets considered to be dangerous — a practicé
consistent with the Soviet attitude at that time of isolating and des-
troying all opponents, real omes as well as potential. In its October,
1939 instructions, the NKVD listed twelve categories of people recog-
nized as dangerous; the officers ranked fourth in importance on that list.

The killing of prisoners in April and May 1940 cleared out Kozielsk.
Ostashkov and Starobielsk camps. Those whose lives were spared were
taken to Pavlishtchev Bor and after two months to (Griazovets. Ex-
internees taken over by the Soviets in the Baltics were taken to Kozielsk,
Pavlishtchev Bor and Griazovets. Ostashkov stayed vacant until 1944
when it became a camp for German prisoners of war and Poles fiom the
Home Army arrested by Soviets. Starobizlsk camp became a place of
internment for Polish civilians and privates evacuated from the camps
located ia occupied territories.

The camps that housed officers between November 1939 and August
1941 (Table 1) were in some sense special. Camps in operation betwesn
November, 1939 and May, 1940 liquidated ninety-five percent of those
housed; camps in operation between May, 1940 and August, 1941 were
special in the opposite sense: most of their prisoners of war survived.
Moreover, those camps held the only Poles whose prisoner-of-war status
was mairiained by the Soviets.

All others were stripped of their prisoner-of-war status and treated as if
sentenced to forced labor camps.

On July 30, 1941 a Polish-Sovie: treaty was signed in London annui-
ling the Soviet-German agreements related to the partitioning of Po-
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jand and restoring mutual diplomatic relations. Two weeks later a Polisn-
Soviet military agreement was signed in Moscow to provide the orga-
nization of the Polish Army in the USSR.

As a result, two new camps were opened in the province of Ivanovo:
Talitsa, which the Soviets referred to as Yuzhskiy Lager (this camp was
in operation previously in 1939 for a very short time), and Suzdal. They
were organized as transit camps for those repatriated from the Far
North to the centers of formation of the Polish Army in the USSR. In
mid-August, 1941 they housed about 10,000 Poles.

Between August and September, 1941, all prisoner-of-war camps for
Poles were con-
ve.rged into Polish 4 71 {4
military camps. At —— féf * 6 |
the same time, the o N Tdumrd
the Soviets estab- ‘“"Wi % ;

W SEIniousie
| | Zusslarda  Aestiach

lished two new 4—{{& j/z,gg,, e = l'—___ i ot w7
prisoner-of-war nlfT K I M| '!’ . —
camps: onc was in - ?" ‘W{;‘ :;’"i& Y o, s ‘* j’;f‘,{ 9%
Spasqzavodsk . . 7

(province un- lm’%
known) for Poles, _ i I!.‘"
who prior 1o the *\ ; e 7
German attack in | w - s
1941 had attempt- . i /i
ed to get out of e o bt e T T )

Soviet captivity by

declaring their Figure 5. A telegram from Warsaw in German-
German nationality occupied Poland to Starobielsk, datestamped
(so-called Volks- March 28, 1940.

deutschen); at the .

end of 1942 this camp housed 174 people, including cix officers. The
second camp located in Aktiubinsk (Kazakhstan) was a special estab
lishment for those Poles whom the NKVD had refused the right to
conscript to the Polish Army; at the end of 1942, this camp held 389

people.

Correspondence

On July 1, 1941, following the German invasion, the Soviet govern-
ment declared that it was ready to apply the internationel law of war,
especially the Fourth Hague Convention of 1907 and :he 1929 Geneva
Convention on Prisoners of War. Subsequently, because there was no
law on this subject in the Soviet Union, the Soviets rcleased a cpecial
decree laying down principles for the treatment of prisoners of war. It
did no help: the Germans after their 1941 attack exterminated Soviet
. prisoners of war as the Soviets had exterminated Polish prisoners from
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1939 to 1941.
Germany’s excuse
was that the Soviet
Union was not a
party to the 1929
Geneva Convention.
As mentioned

previously,in 1939 |, , = . e
the Soviet Union .i:'r-uu:..u.'ag-n 40 &, 3 ’ ﬂaw

did not feel bound
by any interna-

LIETUSATESI THUANIE

af

X L
??’. Z} /"{G C"_‘
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CARTE POSTA Fy

2 st

tional rules regard- Oc 7 ousob
ing the treatment of Kouiumcion G5,
prisoners of war. e I
Conscquently, nei- 24 Z

ther the Interna- . .
tional Red Cross Figure 6. This postal card was mailed from Wilno

nor the Polish Red (pre-war Polish territory [now Vilnius]) to

Cross ever has been Kiaskiiar: cap.
notified of any
lists of Polish servicemen in Soviet captivity.

Another area reflecting that fact was the correspondence of the pris-
oners with their families. The Fourth Hague Convention of 1907 and
the Geneva Convention cn the trcatment of Prisoners of War guaran-
teed the right of each prisoner of war to free postage for correspond-
ence with his family. At the beginning, the Polish prisoncrs of war did
not have opportunities to send messages to their families. This may
have been a deliberate act by the NKVD or it may have resulted from
shortages and poor organization in the camps.

Since there was no access to the KGB archives, we based our
research on available material — diaries and memoirs of prisoners of
was who survived Soviet captivity and pieces of original correspondence.
Based on what has been published to date, no general order or instruc-
tion regarding the correspondence of Polish prisoners of war exists. The
NKVD — Department of Prisoners of War probably made individual
decisions to begin correspondence in particular camps.

During the preparatory stage (September to November 1939), the
NKVD permitted no correspondence in most camps. Such a prohibi
tion was enforced, according to published sources, m the following
places: Gorodok Symskiy-Monastyr and Bolcto (subcamps of Putivl),
Kozielshtchina in the Ukraine, Pavlishtchew Bor, and Griazovets. We
have reccrded only one piece of mail from those places — a cover illus-
trated in Baranski and Falkowski’s ‘Korespondencja olozowa w okre-
sie IT wojny swiatowej’ (Warsaw 1993, page 125). That cever was mailed
on December 10, 1939, from Sokolka (Soviet occupied Poland) to Pav-
lishtchev Bor. The address reads: Smolienska Oblast, Stantsya Babynin,
Dom Otdykha Pavlishtchev Bor (Province of Smolensk, Railway Sta-
tion Babynin, Resort Pavlishtchev Bor).
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Some other

sources might sug-
gest that corres-
pondence with the
Putivl camp also
existed. Since the
USSR did not pro-
vide lists of prison-
ers of war to the
Red Cross, the Po-
lish officers held
in Camp VIIA
(Murnau in Ger-
many) compiled
lists of people who
had been seen in
different camps in
the USSR. Those
lists were submit-
ted through the
camp commandant
to the German and
Polish Red Cross
and to the prison-
ers of War Agency
in Geneva. The

list from the camp
of Putivl included
details that look
like a postal ad-
dress: Putivl, Dis-
trict Kursk (a mis-
take because Putivl
was located in the  Figure 8. A registered cover sent from Starachowice
Province of Sumy to Ostashkov camp with receiving datestamps of
(Ukraine) whereas Moscow, February 20, 1941, and Ostashkov, February
Kursk was a capi- 23, 1941. It was returned to sender because the

tal of a separate addressee was executed in April-May 1940.
province in the
neighboring Russian republic), Prisoner of War Camp, P.O. Box 15.
Most likely the post office box number of the camp in Starobielsk was
added to the camp location.

Published monographs maintain that no correspondence was allow

ed in Kozielsk, Ostashkov, and Starobielsk until late November 1939.
The only camp for which we have written confirmation in this respect is
Kozielsk. Several diaries excavated with bodies in Katyn confirm that
permission for correspondence in this camp was announced on Novemi-
ber 19, 1939, and introduced two days later. We have not been able to
identify the published confirmation regarding Starobielsk and Ostashkov.

: (CONTINUED ON PAGE 491-17)
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78th Apostolic Journey of Pope John Paul II
to Poland (6th Visit)
By ARKADIUSZ WALINSKI
(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS ISSUE)

On some mail long rectangular rubber stamp was applied. It reads:
Due to technical reasons, the letter was dispatched by mazil post flight
Kpl. No. 2/1 on June 2, 1997. Krakéw - Warszawa, then Warszawa -

Wroctaw,
FOCTAN. I 7 PRIYCTIN TECHNICZNYCH PRZESYLNE SAMOLOTOWA ODPRATIONG
XURSEM POCZTY SAMOLOTOWE] Kl NR 2/1 W DNTU €2.06.toeg
KRAKOW-WARSZAWA, NASTEPNIE RARSZAYCh WEOCLGN

Poczta Peronowa - “Platform” Post

Special seivice by the Polish Post in Wroctaw and Legnica.
Collection of mail and other services performed by postal employees
on railroad and bus stations during the visit of Pope John Paul II.
Wroclaw - two similar rectangular rubber stamps used on May 31,
1997. Logo of the 46th International Eucharistic Congress.

Poczta Peronowa / WROCLAW 2 “A” or “B” / Wizyta Ojca Sw.
na Ziemi Dolnoélaskiej / (Platform Post. Visit of the Holy Father to
the Lower Silesia Region). ;

Poczta Peroriowa

Poczta Feronowa WROCLAW 2 ,B"
WROCLAW 2 A" )

) L Wizyta Ojea S.gtezn
Wizyta Ojca Swigtego — na Ziemi Doinoglaskiei
na Ziemi Dolnoglaskicj .4 ZX

Legnica - two similar rectangular rubber stamps (applied in blue ink)
used on June 2, 1997. Cross with John Paul II's name cn the left arm
of the cross.

Poczta Peronowa / Legnica 2 “A” or “B” / Wizyta Ojca Sw. na
Ziemi Legnickiej / (Platform Post. Visit of the Holy Father in the
Legnica Region).

[Pocaare,<nn.. . | [Pocaabsisin.. . |
LEGINICA 2 A l;u'l“*r—,';':;q LtECNICA 2 hb“[""" M'
Wisytas Olea Swiglego Wizyta Ojcy Swictego 5

[ na {!;-\::.J_'i L?cgm::‘l\éi‘ej nngicmi Dq,'r.lekkj L_i

Another rubber stamp (applied in blue)

was used in Legnica in connection with WINNE Y 1A

the Platform Post. pf?‘:ps"ﬂ* i
V Wuizyta / Ojca Sw. Jana Pawla W POLSCE

II w Polsce / Legnica 97 / Poczta LEGNICA * 97

Polskac (5th visit of the Holy Father POCZTA POLSKA

- John Paul II in Poland. Polish Post).
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Registered L.abels

Registered labels with special imprints are very pooular in Europe.
Several were used in Poland for the Visit of Pope John Paul II.

Warszawa - used at the National Az
Philatelic Exhibition from May 15 000y 1 WARSZAWA 1
thru May 22, 1997, 00-001 War- 7). = KWE ,V PIELGRZYMKA
szawa 1 / KWF “V Pielgrzymka / %714 DO OJCZYZNY"
do Ojczyzny”. (Vatican coat of * "’-f,: R e N W
arms. KWF - Krajowa Wystawa " % UUU:}I{B
Filatelistyczna ‘National Philat-
elic Exhib1ion’ “Sth Pilgrimage to 44-200  POCZTA SAMOLOTOWA
the Homeland). Rybik 1| ey crzvmea papEza

Rybnik - used for the air mail. % JANA PAWLA I DO POLSKI
44-200 / Rybnik 1 / Poczta samo- f}'{ RN AIAIIRRIRINAARR
lotowa / V Pielgrzymka Papieza / | # % [|[]] n
Jana Pawla II do Polski. (Pope’

opes

coat of arms. Plane Post. (5th Pilgrimage of Pope John Paul II to

Poland.

Wroctaw - used with the Platform Post. Two similar lables except
registration numbers exist with A or B suffix. 50-900 / Wrockaw 2 /
Poczta / Peronowa / Witamy Ojca Sw. / we Wroclawiu, (We Welcome

the Holy Father in Wroclaw).
= Vi

50-4 ‘

WO 2| WITAMY OJCA SWIETECO
LA WE WROCLAWIU
4
{/‘. %

ocza ””“::P‘g
Peronowa I A

»
S

20

2l WITAMY OJCA SWI[TLCO

Y, WE WROCLAWIU

Legnica - used with Platform Post. Two similar labe's except regis-
tration numbers exist with A or B suffix.

59-220 / Legnica 2 / Poczta / Peronowa / Witamy Ojca Swietego
w Legnicy (We welcome the Holy Father in Legnica).

\ / \ g
rﬁ-qu * / 59-2 ’
LLCNICA; wmmyffm SWILTECO LEGNICANR |0 WJTW SWIFTEGO
%% 7T W LEGNICY %Y \.5_ LEGNICY
27 %4
2. % = L. | snamsmanansnasssanns
Poca ””I I f’ Pocata [ 1
Per(:);ufra | J..__, A Per:mwa l”l 53 B
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600th Anniversary of the Faculty of Theology
of the Jagiellonian University in Krakow, Poland
and Canonization of Jadwiga, Queen of Poland
By ARKADIUSZ WALINSKI

The Jagiellonian University in Krakéw was foundea in 1364. In
1397 at the request of Queen Jadwiga, King Jagieltto and the clergy,
the Faculty of Theology was created by papal bull issued by Popz Boni-
face IX. In 1939 after the invasion of Poland by Germany, all univer-
sity professors were arrested and sent to concentration ccmps. In 1941
all didactic teaching was forbidden. The faculty of theology of the uni-
versity continued classes underground. In October, 1942, one of the
students attending the underground studies was Karol Wojtyta.

Poland:

First Day of Issue: June 6, 1997

80 gr. stamp.

The stamp depicts the painting by Jan
Matejko from the collection in the National
Museum in Warsaw. It shows Queen
Jadwiga, King Whadystaw Jagietlo and
King Casimir the Great. The inscription
reads: Queen Jadwiga. Founder of the
Faculty of Theology.

Krakéw - June 6, 1997

Commemorative postmark.

Portrait of Jadwiga, Queen of Poland from XV
century founder’s picture, which used to be
located at the tomb of King Jagieto in the
Wawel Cathedral. YDA 5,

600. Rocznica Wydziatu Teologicznego / 55" an tigta,
Uniwersytetu Jagiellonskiego / 06.06.1997 &5 =
Krakéw 1. (600th anniversary of the Faculty g3
of Theology of the Jagiellonian University). =~ q
Ciechocinek - June 8, 1997 %, W
Commemorative postmark. Partial reproduction %997 yR
of the Pclish stamp issued in 1938, showing
King Wiadystaw Jagietto, Queen Jadwiga and
the rector of the Jagiellonian University.

Kanonizacja Krélowej Jadwigi / 08.06.1997.
Ciechocinek 1. (Canonization of Queen Jadwiga).

HUNGARY:
First Dav of Issue: June 6, 1997. 90 ft. stamp.
Portrait of Queen Jadwiga hy Peter Prokop.

St. Hedvig (Jadwiga) (1374-1399) Queen of Poland was born in
Hungary to Louis, King of Hundary and Elizabeth, Princess of Bosnia
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After her father’s death in 1382 Jawiga was chosen, with the consent of
the Polish nobility for the throne of Poland.

Budapest - June 6, 1997.

Commemorative First Day of lssue postmark. BOLDOG HEDVIG

SZENTTE AVATASA ALKALMABOL / BUDAPEST 4, 1997.
JUNIUS 6.
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(I would like to thank Mr. Bogdan Michalak from Poznan, Po-
Jand, President of the Polish Guild of St. Gabriel and editor of their
Bullefin for providing me wlth clear markings of the postmarks des-
cribed in this article).
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For the 448
who survived the
massacre, corres-
pondence was sus-
pended for as long
as they stayed at
Pavlishtchev Bor.
The NKVD grant-
ed permission for
correspondence in
October 1940 when
they were living
in Griazovets,

The ex-inter-
nces held in Pav-
lichtchev Bor could
correspond with
their families from
November 3, 1940;
those in Kozielsk
also got permission
around this time.

Figure 9. A registered postal card inquiring about
a prisoner was mailed on January 21, 1941, from
Litzmannstadt to the Red Cross in Moscow-
Prisoners of War Bureau; it was returned to
sender without explanation.

We have no information regarding Talitsa and Suzdal. It is quite pos
sible that those camps were in operation for such a short time that this

issu2 never was
raised. Also, no
postal connection
existed between
Soviet- and German
occupied territories.

Between 1939
and 1941 the Sov-
iets granted per-
mission for Polish
prisoners of war to
send one message
(letter /postal card)
per month and to
receive an unlimit-
ed amount of mail,
We are not sure
whether telegrams
were included in
this quota. The

postal system
shared the weak-
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Figure 10. The addressee on this registered postal
card — Captain E. Wrzesniowski — was one of
the seventy-nine saved from the massacre in
Kharkov. The card, mailed on July 10, 1940, from
Warsaw to Pavlishtchey Bor, bears a receiving
datestamp of Shtchekalovo.

nesses of other spheres of life in the USSR: many messages mailed by
prisoners never were answered; others’ correspondence experienced de-
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lays of two or three months. Some of the delay may be blamed on prob-
lems within the Soviet system, other delays may be explained by the
NKVD hunting for information to use against prisoners during their

trials- In any event
a relatively large
number cf prison-
ers used telegrams,
including telegrams
with paid response.
In Ostashkov
camp, letters/
postal cards writ-
ten to families
had to be deposit-
ed at the comman-
dant’s office before
the fifth day of
each month. A
similar procedure
may have been
used in other camps.
The camps
notified prisoners
of incoming mail

T F P
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Figure 11. This unfranked cover, mailed by an ex-
internee from the Baltics held in Pavlishtchev Bor
to Bialystok in Soviet-occupied Poland, features a
framed Post Office Box No. 11 marking and a
sixty-kopecks-postage-due marking.

on a bullctin board. Prisoners had to pick up their mail in person from
the NKVD officer, who usually used this occasion to make inquiries.

Often officers de-
nied prisoners their
mail or delayed
delivery to make
them answer ques-
tions or spy on in-
mates. The same
procedure later - _
was applied to the
ex-internees.

One big dif-
ference existed in
mail privileges for
prisoners of war
and ex-internees:

the former had to

V ) e <! ) =5 ;
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pay postage; the
latter did not. Ex-
internees, like
prisoners, were
supposed to depos-

Figure 12. A postal card from a Pole deported to
Kazakhstan is addressed to Kozielsk camp; the
destination is identified by the alpha-numeric code

in the framed **Post Office Box #.11/S 41’’ marking.

it their mail at the commandant’s office, but without postage. This priv-
ilege, however, could not be exercised fully because correspondence wag
not marked “prisoners of war.” As a result, mail with destinations inside

491-18

Polonus Bulletin, July-August 1998



the USSR usually was charged as unpaid with all penalties. Mail ad-
dressed outside the USSR sometimes was allowed without chafges. Here
again we do not know to what extent it was a dehberate action by the

Soviet authorities P — - ey
and to what extent A 9 .| Postkarte - .

: . 3 M S 10, Myeplorcion ; A

it was inherent in R T P“"’"‘ :‘_,_1:_

the Soviet System’s
lack of communi-
cation between
different levels and
branches of
government.

When the
NKVD granted
general permission
for correspondence

at a camp, it re- ; i o
leased the prison- S el e NALOM Bivinm
ers and ex-inter- - § S1belnn .t

nees an official Figure 13. This postal card from Warsaw is

postai address addressed to ‘“Jan Bober, SSSR, Griazovets Camp,
used between No- Vologda Province.”” This card was a response to a
vember 1939 and message mailed unofTicially when correspondence
(Table 1). Those was not allowed.

May 1940 differed from those used later. In both periods, a number of
post office box was given. but in the earlier period mail was directed
to the township where a camp was located, whereas in the later period
one post office box (No. 11) at the Moscow Main Post Office was as-
signed for all mail incoming to the officers’ prisoner-of-war camps.

To hide the new camp locations, the Soviet government assigned
them different alpha-numeric codes. Griazovets was S 12 (in Cyrillic C
12); Pavlishtchev Bor R 43 (in Cyrillic P43); and Kozielsk, S41 (in
Cyljillic C 41). Only the address identified an item as prisoner-of-war
mail.

Official addresses appear on most prisoner-of-war correspondence,
different addresses appearing on prisoner-of-war correspondence usually
happened before gencral permission for correspondence was issued.

One piece of correspondence from Geoneral Aleksander Kowalewski
written or October 23, 1939, uses the return address: NKVD Camp,
Town of Starobielsk, Vorcshilovgrad Province. A post card from ano-
ther general (Piotr Skuratowicz) written on November 19, 1939, from
the same camp shown in J. Tucholski’s ‘Mord w Katyniu’, page 416,
shows the official postal address. Note that Starobielsk camp housed
the generals in a separate building. At the beginning, the rest of the
prisoners ¢':d not realize that higher ranks were in the camp. Because all
prisoners shared the same postal address and some of them occasionally
helped scrt mail, the presence of generals in the camp was soon revealed.

The return address “NKVD Camp™ also appears on prisoner-of-
war mai] from other camps. Jan Wegrzyn’s letter of November 16, 1939
gave the return address: NKVD Camp for Prisoners ot War, Kozielsk
One of the survivors from Ostashkov camp reported seeing the mail ad-
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dressed as Tchertovyi Ostroy, Pustyn Sv. Nila. Lager Voyennoplennykh,
Ostashkov (The Evil Island, Hermitage of St. Nil, Prisoner-of-Wa
Camp, Ostashkov). Another example, a postal card from Starobielsk
(datestamp), shows the return address, Krasnobielsk (?), P.O. Box 15
(apparently) a mistake.

The variety of address styles seems understandable for correspond-
ence mailed before November 20, 1939. Table 2 shows that in some
cases addressing of mail to NKVD Camp was continued up to March
of 1940. Considering that the Soviets did not allow any indication ot
the character of mail, it is unusual that mail violating the regulations
was released to addressees.

A similar situation took place later when prisoners were transferrcd
to Pavlishichev Bor and Griazovets. In spite of corrzspondence being
prohibited to those camps in the beginning, some prisoners still managed
to send mwessages and receive answers.

We were fortunate to get most of the correspondence addressed to
Captain Edward Wrzeéniowski, one of 79 survivors irom Starcbielsk
(Table 2). One of his postal cards mailed by his wife to Pavlishtchev
Bor on July 10. 1940, indicates that somehow she found out ab:out her
husband’s transfer; at the time when this post card was mailed the ad-
dressee had moved again, this time to Griazovets, where the card ap-
parently reached him.

Another example, a message from Major Jan Bobar to his wife in
Warsaw, was mailed through a member of the camp personnel, although
correspondence was prohibited at that time.

The liquidation of camps Koziclsk, Ostashkov and Starobiclsk in
May, 1940 led to inquiries by distraught relatives. NKVD officers usually
destroyed incoming mail to such camps. For example, on July 3, 1940,
some 4,300 pieces (letters, postal cards and telegrams) addressed to the
prisoners were buried in the camp of Starobiclsk.

When prisoners stopped answering mail addressed to them, their
relatives directed inquirics to camp commandants and to such institu-
tions as the Red Cross and the Prisoners of War Burean, which were
presumed to have information about prisoners of war gnd missing per-
sons. Later, when new addresses for survivors became known, many
inquiries regarding missing people were directed to Box 11 at the Mos-
cow Main Post Office. The majority of those inquiries never were ans-
wered. Regular mail and telegrams were destroyed; registered mail was
directed back to senders.

Postal Markings

As mentioned earlier, the mail of Polish prisoners was to give no
indication that it originated from or was addressed to a prisoner of war
nor was identification of rank allowed. The rationale for those regula-
tions is difficult to explain. It looked like the Soviets wished to hide the
widely known fact that they held Polish prisoners on their soil.

Between 1939 and May 1940, no “special” indication whatsoever
appeared on mail for prisoners of war. Only the address indicated the
destination, and NKVD officers, who read all incoming and outgoing
~ mail, left no evidencz of censorship on those letters.
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Figure 14. Types of postmarks found on the mail originating from/addressed to Polish prisoner-of-war camps 1939-41,




The situation changed in 1940, when mail service resumed in Oc-
tober and it became necessary to distinguish between mail for those who
had been murdered and mail for those who had survived.

It is quite possible that the designation of one central pos: office
box in Moscow for Polish prisoners of war and internces was necessi-
tated by the requirement of efficient distribution of mail in the new situ-
ation. One central post office box also allowed them to hide the secret
killing of prisoncrs by limiting access to mail requesting infcrmation
on those missing.

The NKVD marked mail destined for survivors with spzcial hand-
stamps showing the number of a post office box alone or in conjunc-
tion with alpha-numeric codes of camps. It is our guess that the devices
were used at the Moscow Main Post Office and that oificers processing
and censoring the mail must have possessed the list of survivors.

The handstamp “Potchtovyi Ya-
shtchik No. 117 (Post Office Box
11) has been identified on mail to Y .
and from Griazovets and Pavlisht- AOYTOBBIK AUCHK He ft
chev Bor. The “Potchtovyi Yashtchik
No. 11/8-12” handstamp was used = ]
only on mail to and from Griazovets. [10YTOBBIH ﬁuml{ Nell
while the marking “Potchtovyi Yash-
tchik No. 11/8-41” is seen on mail (—12
to and from Kozielsk.

We have been able to record =
the following dates (as shown on the [104TOBL/H QULHK Nell
Moscow datestamps) when these C—a1
handstamps were used
*Griazovets - POTCHTOVYI YAS-

HTCHIK No. 11: December 2, 7, ] )
20, 194¢: January 13, 1941; POT- Figure 15. Types of markings
CHTOVYI YASHTCHIK No. 11/ itrpdiiect & i Saua DR
S-12: Maich 26 and May 30, 1941 A ke MaLak mopven
*Pavlishtchev Bor - POTCHTOVYI YASHTCHIK No 11: December
11, 1940; January 23, 31; March 99 1941

*Kozielsk - POTCHTOVYI YASHTCHIK No. 11/5-4i. December 39,
1940; January 10, 18, 20, 31; February 3, 26; March 11, 16; April
8,; May 4, 31; Junc 25, 1941, The last recorded usz was on a post
card mailed to the camp from within the USSR.

In rcgard to inquiries regarding missing people, as mentioned ear-
lier, olny registered mail was to be returned to the sender. We have seen
only a few nonregistered pieces of mail returned to the sender. Some
mail apparently was returned directly from the camps, while other mail
was forwarded first to the Moscow Main Post Office. The surmise is
based on the fact that some mail was backstamped in the camps only,
while other mail was backstamped in the camps and/or in Moscow.

Mail returned to the sender was marked with special handstamp
markings. A close examination suggests that old worn-out devices —
probably from the times of Imperial Russia — were re-used for this

" purpose.
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Table 2. Descriptive Listing of the Correspondence Mailed to
~ Captain Edward Wrzesniowski 1939-41

Datestamp
Warszawa lc, 30.X11.1939

Warszawa Ic¢

Warszawa l¢, 26.1.1940

Warszawa lc, 1.11.1940

Warszawa lc, 17.11.1940

Geneve 1 Expt. Lett.,
4.111.1940

Warszawa lc, 3.111.1940
Warschau lc, Il.Ill.I9407
Warszawa le, 19.111.1940
Telegram

Warschau 1h, 10.VIL.40
(“R”™ postal card)

, 13.1.1940

Addressee
NKVD Camp, Town of
Starobielsk, USSR
NKVD Camp, Town of
Starobielsk, USSR

NKVD Camp, Town of
Starobielsk, USSR

NKVD Camp, Town of

_ Starobielsk, USSR

Town of Starobielsk,
P.O. Box 15, USSR

POW Camp, Town of
Starobielsk, P.O. Box 15,
SSSR

NKVD Camp, Town of
Starobielsk, USSR
NKVD Camp. Town of
Starobielsk, USSR

POW Camp, Town of
Starobielsk, USSR
Starobielsk, P.O. Box 15,

_Russia

Pavlishtchev Bor, Smolensk
Province, P.O. Box 1, SSSR

Receiving Datestamp_

SSSR-Moscow Post Office

(L), Branch No. 8, 7.2.40
SSSR-Moscow Post Office
(L), Branch No. 8, 1.2.40

SSSR-Moscow Post Office
(R), Branch No. 8, 26.2.40
SSSR-Moscow Post Office

_(R), Branch No. 8, 1.3.40,

SSSR-Moscow Post Office
(R), Branch No. 8, 1.3.40
SSSR-Moscow Post Office
(R), Branch No. 8, 14.3.40

SSSR-Moscow Post Office
(A), Branch No. 8, 2.4.40

SSSR-Moscow Post Office,

7.4.40

SSSR-Starobielsk (R/8s),
K.Voroshilovgrad, 28.3.40

SSSR-Shtchekalovo P. Mol.

Yukhnovsk, 24.7.40

Other Markings

Hand annotation
“received 21.3.40"

Hand annotation

__“received 23.2.40"

Hand annotation
“received 5.3.40"
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12.  Illegible: Stalowa Wola Moscow Post Office, SSSR-Moscow Post Office
("R” postal card) PO.Box 11/s 12, SSSR  (A), Branch No.8,20.11.40
13.  lllegible 11.X1.1940 Moscow Post Office, Illegible Framed handstamp
- P.O. Box 11/S 12, SSSR “Post Office Box # 11"
14.  Stalowa Wola, illegible date Moscow Post Office, SSSR-Moscow Post Office  As above
(“R” postal card written on ~ P.O. Box 11/5 12, SSSR (A), Branch No. 8, 2.12.40
_ 11.X1.1940) '
15. Illegible: Stalowa Wola Moscow Post Office, SSSR-Moscow Post Office
(“R™ postal card writtenon  P.O. Box 11/S 12, SSSR (B), Branch No. 8, 30.11.40
_ Nov. 18, 1940)
16. Illegible: Stalowa Wola Moscow Post Office, SSSR-Moscow Post Office  As above
_(“R” postal card) P.O.Box 11/§ 12, SSSR  (A), Branch No. 8, 7.12.40 - -
17. Tllegible: Stalowa Wola, Moscow Post Office, SSSR-Moscow Post Office
(“R” postal card writtenon  P.O. Box 11/S 12, SSSR (A), Branch No. 8, 29.1.41
Dec. 21, 1940) . - T—
18. Illegible: Stalowa Wola Moscow Post Office, SSSR-Moscow Post Office
(“R” postal card written on  P.O. Box 11/S 12, SSSR (A), Branch No. 8, 15.2.40
Jan. 16, 1941) ) R —
19.  Grodziec 26.1.1941 Moscow Post Office, SSSR-Moscow Post Office  Illegible: Stalowa
P.O.Box 11/S 12, SSSR (A), Branch No. 8, 20. Wola
(“R” postal card
written on Feb. 3,
1941)
21.  Tllegible: (written on Moscow Post Office, SSSR-Moscow Post Office

Feb. 7, 1941)

P.O. Box 11/S 12, SSSR

(A), Branch No. 8, 20.2.41




Post offices serving the prisoner-of-war camps used regular de-
vices (datestamps, etc.). Further information is needed :bout the date-
stamp used in the Kozielsk camp. Some sources seem to suggest that a
special rewrn address or datestamp was used, indicating that prisoners
were housed in a resort (sanatorium).

We have not been able to record a single item of mail with th:e
return address of the resort in Kozielsk. The only datestamp seen on mail

to and from Kozielsk reads
and tranclates as SSSR- CCCP MOMIOJT Dstxiincinanitaxcuma:

Kozielsk near Smolensk. This marking suggests that some kind of re-
sort existed in Kozielsk before prisoners were brought tc this place, or
at least that such a facility was planned. We do not know whether this
datestamp was prepared especially for the resort or
whether it also was used in other postal facilities in

ﬂ Q the township. This requires further research.
Only two pieces of mail specifically addressed to
Pavlishtchev Bor camp have been rccorded: a post

Figure 16 card from Sokolka mailed in December 1939 (Barati-
Postage due ski and Falkowski, page 125, Figure 52) and a post
marking. card mailed July 10, 1940, from Warsaw addressed to

Captain Wrze$niowski (sec illustration). Both bear a
datestamp with a text “SSSR-Shtchelkanovo Smol(ienskiy) Yukhnovsk,”
which indicates that there was no post office in Pavlishtchev Bor. It
also seems to suggest that Paslishtchev Bor was the place called Yukh-
novsk camp in NKVD materials.

The other arca that requires further attention is the correspoadence
to and from the temporary prisoner-of-war camps that operated in Octo-
ber and November, 1939, as well as mail, if any exists, to and from
prisoner-of-war transit camps that were established after the Polish-
Soviet Military agreement was signed in 1941.

Retour snconng RETOUR

Moscou rebuts

RETOUR RETO UR RETOUR
Inconnu PARTL PARTL

Retour pa rit JRETCUR PARTH!

RETOUR

Mescou rebuts
e —

_f letour parti

Figure 17. Types of ““Return to Sender’’ markings found on the mail returned from the USSR
gl‘ter the massacre of prisoners in March to May 1940.
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Although we have been able to trace some patterns in the marking
of prisoner-of-war mail between December 1939 and June 1941, many
questions nced to be pursued. Anyone who has corrcspondence that
shows different markings or addresses, especially thosc with P.O. Box
No. 11 at the Moscow Main Post Office and camp numbers different
from those recorded in this article, is asked to contaci the authors.
Please send a photocopy to Dr. J.J. Danielski, 50 Blackwell Avenue,
Unit 21. Scarborough, Ontario M1B 1K2; all costs will be reimbursed.
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(Warszawa: Instytut Wydawniczy Pax, 1991) and S. Baranski and J. Falkowski's
‘Korespondencja obozowa w okresie Il wojny iwiatowej' (Warczawa, 1993).
For more zbout some of the nonphilatelic issues, we recommend J.K. Zawod-
ny's ‘Deat: in the Forest' (Toronto: Baxter, 1962) and V. Abarinov’'s ‘The
Murderers of Katyn’ (New York: Hippocrtne Books, 1993).

A version of this article previously appeared in 'AG2 Rundbrief' (in German)
and in ‘Filatelista’ (in Polish).
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A Tale of Two Cards

By STANLEY KRONENBERG

During World War I, the Germans occupied part of Poland, in-
cluding the town of Otwock. just 20 kilometers southeast of Warsaw.
During th= occupation, the German Post delivered mail only to the town
post office, which then had to organize its own service to deliver mail
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to addressees. To fund this additional service, the Otwock post office
collected mail delivery fees. It issued 10-groszy postage stamps for this
purpose, but it was only a short time until Germans forbade them. The
stamps were printed typographically in black on a grayish blue paper,
with the inscription: “1916, The Society of Friends of Otwock, 1916.”

They were affixed on mail by the post office but never were canceled
or postmarked.

Figure 1. Seven and a half pfennigs covered the German postal service fees
for this card, which was forwarded to Otwock. The 10-groszy post office
issue of Otwock paid for local delivery to Jakob Szliferstein.

Two postal cards with such stamps have an intertwined history.
On September 30, 1916, Szymon Gutentag sent a postal card from
£.6dz to Jakob Szliferstein in Sosnowiec with an urgent request for as-
sistance in a legal matter (Figure 1). In addition to the imprinted 5-
pfennig stamp with the overpint Russisch / Polen,” this card has af-

S N A c-”-’p“"' -;‘ : 8 S
Figure 2. A second postal card, mailed October 3, 1916, to the same

address also received the 10-groszy Otwock stamp.
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fixed the 2% -pfennig occupation stamp with the cverprint “Gen
Gouv./Warschau.” The card was censored by German authorities in
Warsaw and then delivered to the Sosnowice post office. At that time,
Sosnowice also had a town mail’delivery service; thus, the card was
imprinted with a 3-kopeck denomination square rubber stamp for the
delivery charge and dated October 2, 1916. Jakob Szliferstein was
visiting Roza Albergowa in Otwock, so Mrs. Julja Szliferstein crossed
out the Susnowice address and replaced it with her husband’s tempo-
rary address in Otwock (compare handwritings). She then brought the
card back to the post office for forwarding to Otwock.

On October 3, Mrs, Szliferstein also mailed another card to her
husdand from the Sosnowice post office. This card was franked in the
same marner (Figure 2). It is addressed to Mrs. Roza Albergowa in
Otwock with the annotation: “dla Kuby” (for Jakob). Both cards went
through Warsaw and arrived in Otwock where the post office affixed
Otwock mail delivery stamps.

Today, these stamps are considered great philatelic rarities. The
Michel Deutschland-Special 1995 catalogue, page 543, reports the
existence of three perforated stamps — two af them used on cards
and one oft paper — and two imperforate off paper. More may exist.

THE AUTHOR: Dr. Stanley Kronenberg, a physicist/radiologist, works for the
U.S. government as a research scientist. He has been collecting stamps since
childhood and specializes in the area of Poland. In addition to his collecting acti-
vities, he expertizes stamps of Poland for the American Philatelic Expertizing
Service (APEX) and is an examiner for the APS Sales Division.

Reprinted from AMERICAN PHILATELIST

LITHPEX XXVII

The Lithuania Philatelic Society presents LITHPEX XXVII on October 23-24-25,
1998, at the Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian Culture, 6500 South Pulaski Road in
Chicago. There are four exhibition specialty groups: 1. Lithuania and Klaipeda
(Memel)—specialized collections, postal history, etc.; 2. U.S. and other countries,
including their postal history; 3. Topicals; 4. Numismatics and medals. The Grand
Award is given for Group 1 only. Gold, Vermeil, Silver, and Bronze Certificates will
be given in all groups. Applications for exhibiting are available from John Variakojis,
3715 West 68" Street, Chicago, IL 60629.

Awards will be presented at the Banquet to be held Saturday, October 24" at 6:30
p.m. Lithuanian foods will be featured.

-
: The Polonus Philatelic Society is a Not-for-Profit Organization incorporated in the !
, State of Illinois (1939). The opinions expressed by authors of articles appear- i
1 ing therein, do not necessarily reflect the views of Polonus Philatelic Society.
I Annual dues, which include a subscription to the Bulletin are $16.00 (U.S. curren- |
: cy only) and should be sent to the Polonus Treasurer, P.O. Box 458, Berwyn, IL !
" 60402. Membership dues are payable by December 31st, for the next calendar year. !
i New members will receive all the ‘Bulletins' for the year in which they join. Changes |
I of address, problems with receiving the Bulletin, should be addressed to: Polonus |
: Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 458, Berwyn, IL 60402. General matters pertain- !
| B t6 the Society, contribution of articles for the Bulletin, complaints or other matters :
| should be directed to the President.
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