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Pope John Paul I I Philatelic Exhibition 
1n the last several V(;ars Polo­

nus held a fall stamp show in 
addition to ih rcQular Polp-~x :n 
March. This cam'c ahout as our 
shO\v wa-; connected \I ith (ktc­
bcr bcin !2 the Poli.,h American 
Heritage Month. 

This year, on the 20th anni­
versary of the Pontificate of His 
Ho!iness, Polon us sponsored a 
Pope John Paul If Philatelic Ex­
hibition. Shown were stamps 
covers and postmarks of his pas­
toral visits in Italy and world pi 1-
grimagcs. It was held November 
5-15, at the Polish Women's Al­
liance of America, Madam Curie 
Hall in Park Ridge. Illinois. All 
material exhibited was from the 
collection of member Arkadiusz 
Walinski. 

In the first part of the ex­
hibition of 68 frames, Walinski 
showed a documentation of 84 
pilgrimages consisting of nearly 
1200 covers cancelled in various 
countries visited by the pope. In 
the course of twcn ty years. he 
visited 117 countries (some sev­
eral times), and 570 cities and 
localities. The second part of the 

Arl<adiusz Walinski showed part of his 11ast 
collection of Pope John Paul II material. 

exhibit, consisting of 14 frames, 
he displayed some 300 covers, 
cancelled in different Italian ci­
ties of his 134 pastor~! vi.sits to 
some 250 localities. The third 
part of the exhibit consisted of 
the newest issues of Vatican 
City, Italy and San Marino on 



the occasion of the opening of the International Philatelic Exhibition, 
ITALIA '98 held in October in Mediola. Shown was the stamp with the 
pope addressing philatelists. In the same frame was a cover from l 976 
autographed by Cardinal Wojtyla, plus a booklet of the latest V:1tican is­
sues personally autogn~phed by the poµc. 

The Pope John Paul 11 Exhibition was a one man show displaying the collectior 
of Arkadiusz Walinski (center). Among the viewers at the exhibit were the Arch• 
bishop Janus;: Bolonek, Papal Nuncio ir Bucharest, Roumania (left), and Mon 
sig.1or Stefan Wylezek, Administrator :Jf the John Paul II Foundation. 

Sf,ANIA QUARTERLY ISSUED 
M:ml:icrs of the Czcslaw Slania Study Group recently received th-.:: 

summer issue of the sock:ty's quarterly newsletter, 'Close-Up', featuring 
reports of new private engravings frcm the famous artist, and a detailed 
listing c,f :;tamps issued during 1997 that wer-.! engraved by Slania. 

Cz,;~law SJ:ania is acknowledged as the most pr1,lific stamp en­
engraver of all time. Among the m.:arly 1,000 stamp engravings to his 
credit i~ foe 29¢ Grace Kelly joint issue of the United Slates and Mon­
aco from .i 993, which Slania also designed. 

Membership information about the Czcslaw Slania Study Group 
and a sample copy of the society's journal are available from Eugene 
Wolosiewicz, Box 1382, Milwaukee, WI 53201. 

POLONUS LOSES RICHARD PODDUBIUK 
After a short illne,-ss Richard Poddubiuk passed away Sept;;m!x:r 

30th. Aithough he lived in Canada he was an active member. He contri­
buted articles to the Polonus Bulletin. We will miss him' 
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1929 Poznan Fair Balloon Mail 
By STANLEY KRONENBERG 

During the 1929 Poznan National Fair an international balloon 
competition took place on August 15. Philatelic mail consisting of 
aprirox·rn:tt,,Jv 200 letters carried by the fou r compet:nr balloons re• 
quired special balloon-mail stamps which W(..'TC obtained by ovcrprintin2 
available fair propaganda letter scab. 

Five kinds of lithographically printed letter seals were used for 
the overprinting. One kind, 15 violet with a yellow center ,urrounded 
by two blue archc:<;, {:-" • .. ,;hich cm::: ovcrl,:r<; with the yellovv f(;<.,ult i.H; in a 
green arch. In the cc;itcr i~ an emblem with the Polish cat!lc on r.op. 
The inscription reads: "Pmnan - Maj-Wrzc,;icn - 1929 - Wyst:twiamy 
na - Powsze.chncj - Wystawic - Krajowcj" ("Poznan, \1ay-Scr t<:mb;;: 
1929, We exhibit at the General National Exhibition"). The oth.:r four 
seals, prmtc<l in rc.d and blue, show the National Fair Buiking in 
Poznan, a stylized l'oli°'h c:aµ-lc i!.bnvc a large: "X" and the applicable 
inscripti,')n in Pohh. Gcmnn. F:1'.'l: • nr F r.:n.ch. 

The overprinting of thcs-c letter seals into balloon-mail p0Sta?c 
stamps was made t~pographically; th,::: ind,::ntation, in the paper caused 
by this printing technique are clearly visible. The ink is an intense 
shiny black. The design of the overprint shows a balloon and the ins­
criptir,n: ' 'MIEDZ. ZAWODY / BALON6W" (Intcmatior..al Ballcc:n 
Competition). No denominations arc shown. 

The overprint form consisted of four overprints which were only 
roughly copied from the original design resulting in four distinct over­
print types. They are distinct in many details including the mesh on 
tbc balloon and the lettering. The easiest way to di~tinguish tlit foi.:r 
types is by the ropes which tic the gondola to the balloon: 
Type I: 

The fi rst and second ropes arc separated. The fifth rope d;:,;c:end:; 
from the center of the balloon's vtnt and is S{.,"))arated from the 6th rope. 
Type JI: 

The first and the second rnpe touch above the gondola. Th-: fifth 
rope descends from 'the center of the balloon's vent and joins the sixth 
rope 8t the gondola. 
Type Ill: 

There arc nine instead of the usual eight ropes. Each of the thre,: 
group, o[ three ropes converge. The fifth rope touches the balloon's vent 
on the left side. The short tiedown rope extending from tlie bottom right 
side of the gondola is missing. 
Type I\': 

The first and second ropes are c[o5e together and touch, th::! fourth 
has a break al10ve rile gornl(J !,t, and the fifth touches th~ balloon's vent 
on the r;ght side. Since I am not familiar with th sequence of these 
types irf tht:: overprint form, my assignment of nurnhers to the types is 
arbitrary. 
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Tl,c; dimensions (in millimeters) of the overprint which arc helpful 
in expertizing this issue arc: 
---------------'c! _, _T~ypc_,e_l _ 1 Typ_e-:c-l l7;_T-"'y_,_p_e-:-! _I l-,-_T_e._y.,_p-'--e _IV:___ 
Overprint height measured from I I 28.3-28.4 I 28.8 I 28.4 28.6-28.7 
top of the balloon to the bottom of I I 
the first "O" in BA~ONOW" ! I I 

Horizontal diameter of the balloon 't 11.1 • • 11.2 ; 11.0-11.1 i 111-11,3 

Vertical diameter of the balloon 11.4 lUI - 11.5 11.6-11.7 

Length of "Ml!;DZ. ZAWODY" 
(measured on top) 

·' 20.0-20.1 19.8 I 20.2-20.3 20.3-20.3 

Length of "BALONOW" 
(meilsured on ton) II 

14.8-14.9 
I 

14.4 I 14.4-14.5 
I 

14.4-14 5 

These stamps arc line perforated 11 ½ except for those w;th the 
English text which I have seen only line perforated 11 1/2 :x 1 O¾. I have 
also seen a letter sea~ (not overprinted) with the German text line perfor­

ated lJ½ X 10¾. 
Th~ paper is white and exhibits a fine regular diagonally oriented 

grid oi translucent spots which :,r~ sometimes difficult to see. The gum 
is white, uniformly applied and glossy, ~-pots of black ink used for the 
overprinting are often visible on the gummed side. Occasiona.lly an 
entire overprint appears on the reverse in mirror imag1;: (sec fig. 3); 
apparently the surface on which the stamps were positioned durill!! the 

overprinting proce!>s was not kept clean. 
The numbers of overprinted stamps we~c: 

violet-yellow-bJu>;! 80 
red and blue, Polish text 1000 
red and blue, German text 1000 
red and blue, French text 20 
red and blue, English text 1 20 

Of the first three '.:tamp'.; li sted abnvc some were made with inverted 
overprints. The 1972 Ruch Catalogue al,o reports the existence of red 
and blue seals with Polish text having a double overprint. 

Wbk solely philatelically motivated these stamps Wl're issued by 
the National Fair Administration which was part of the Polish Govern­
ment rmd their use was mandatory for l<!tters flown by the competing 
balloons to Germany. Their philatelic 
status should thus be that of semi­
.official balloon postage stamps. 

FIGURE 1: 
Red and blue letter seal (not over­

printed) with English text. 1t was used 
on the back of an envelope and thus 
bear., the black arrival postmark of 
the' New York Registry Division dated 
April 5, 1929. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 493-9) 
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81st Apostolic Journey of Pope John Paul II to Cuba 
JANUARY 21-26, 1998 

By ARKAOIUSZ WALINSKI 

TI,~ Holy Father's Pastoral visit to Cuba began on the afternoon 
of Wednesday, January 21st, with arrival ceremonie5 at Jose Marti 
Airport in Havana. The Holy Father was welcomed by President Fidel 
Castro, Church and State authorities. 

Or. the moming of Thursday, January 22, the Holy Father fJeM· 

from H.;vana to Santa Clara, where he celebrated an 0pen air Mass on 
the spcrts field of the Manuel Fajardo Institute. The theme of the 
liturgy wn.s the Christian values of the family in Cuban wciety. 

0'.1 Friday morning, January 23, the Holy Father flew from Hav­
ana to Camaguey where he celebrated Mass with the young people in 
Ignacio Agramonte Plaza. In the evening, the Holy Father went to the 
Univer~i1y of Havana, where he met representatives of Cuba's cultural 
world. The visit began with a moment of prayer b~ore the mortal 
remains of the Servant of God Father Felix Varela, a Cuban priest 
known .1s "the leader of Cuban teachers" . {See U.S. stvmp issued on 
Septem~r 15, 1997). 

On the morning nf Saturday, January 24, the Holy Father fie...,· 
to Santiago de Cuba where he celobrat-~d Mass in Antonio Ma.ceo Pla7a 
and crowned the statue of Our Lady of Charity of El Cobre, patroness 
of the ruban nation. In the evening. the Holy Father went to the shrine 
of Sa:tlt Lazarus in El Rincon, located on the outskirts of Havana. 
where he presided at a prayer service with nearby leprosium patient5. 

On the morning of Sunday, January 25, the Holy Father at~nde<l 
an ecumt'nical meeting with representatives of the Cuban Council of 
Churches. The culmination of the Holy Father's Pastoral visit to Cuba 
was the Ma56 celebrated in Havana's Rcvobtion Pbza. Numerous car­

dinals and bishpss from many countries concclcbrat:d the liturgy which 
was attrndcd by over a million pcnple, including President Fidel Ca~­
tro. Later the Holy Father met with the members of the Cuban Bishoo.c:' 
Conference following with a meeting in Havana's Immaculate CcmcC:p­
tion Cathedral with priest~, religious and seminarians. }n the :!Vening 
after departure ceremonies at the airport, the Holy Father returned 
to Rome. 

VATICAN: January 21, 1998 
Commemorative travel postmark in Latm 
Pope John Paul II with hand in blessing 
gesture. Immaculate Conception Cathedral 
in Havana. 
• IO. PAULUS II CUBANUM POPULUM • 
/ PASTORAL! CUM DILECTIONE 
VISIT/, POSTE VATICANE + 21-26 
GENN. 1998. / 
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CUBA 
Pirst Day of Isisue: January 14, 1998. 
Set of two stamps and souvenir sheet. 
6Se stamp - Immaculate Conception 
Cathedral in Havana. Coat of arms of 
Havana. Small portrait of Pope John 
Paul II. 

75c stamps - Basilica of Our Lady ot 
Charity of El Cobrc, Santiago de Cuba. 
Coat of arms of Santiago de Cuba. 
Small portrait of Pope John Paul IT. 

C ~ r.OAAEOS 1-. 

Som·enir sheet - contains two 50c stamps SUI­
rounded by a large border area. On the ltft side 
of the souvenir sheet aerial view of St. Poters 
Pl<-CZa in the Vuti<..cll is shmvn. On the right side 
a view of Havana is shown with the 450-foot 
bigh Jose Marti Monument. One of the 50c 
stamps depicts Pope John Paul II shaking hand& 
with President Fidel Castro, during his visit to 
the Vatican in 1996. ~ba's coat of arms is also 
shown in the lower right side of the stamp. The 
other 50c stamp depicts Pope John Paul II in 
greeting gesture. The papal coat of arms is shown 
in the lower right side of the 8tamp . 

......................................... . . ... • . . ...... . . . . . . 
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Havana - January 14, I 998 
Commemor:.:tive First Dav of 
of Issue postmark. -
Basilica of Our Lady of 
Charity of El Cobre. VISITA 
DE JUAN PABLO II A 
CCBA / PRIMER DIA 
14-1-98 HABANA f1 i 

Havana - JanuarJ 14, 1998 
Commemorative First Da~ of 
Issue postmark. 
Exactl:: t!?e same po:;!mark :1s above. except different t~pc of letters. 

Havana - January 14, 1998 
Comm2:norative Firq Day of 
ls,u: postmark. 
L ,t:'d llr. Lhcc ,:crogra.rnm~· 
Clla1 of arms of the Vati-
can State:. PRIMERA 
DIA I 14.ENE.1998 
HABANA. VISIT A DE 
JlJAN PABLO IT a Ct'BA 

Havana • January 21. 1998 

Cornni-:morntivc first 1.fay of visit postmark. Facsimile of Pope John 
Paul II signature. VISJTA DE JUAN PABLO IT A CUBA / 
HABANA 6 I 2 l .ENE.1998 I PRIMER DIA. 

Havana • .January 
21, 1998: 
Commemorative post­
mark. Pope John Paul II 
in mitre. Aerial view of 
Havana. 
VISITA DE SU SAN­
TIDAD I JUAN PAB­
LO IT A CUBA / LA 
HAVANA 21.1.1998 / 

"Visit of His Holiness John Paul 11 to Cuba." 

Raval!}\ - January 22, 1998: 
Comrnem0rativc postmark. Pope John Paul II in mitre. President Fidel 
Castro. Partial view of St. Peter's Square in the Vatican. 
VISITA DE SU SANTIDAD / JUAN PABLO II A CUBA I 
LA HABANA 21.1.1998 I 
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Cama!i,uey - January 
2J, 1998: 
CcmnH:mo,,ttivi: post -­
mark. Pope John Paul II 
in mitre. iMap of Cuba 
on stylized letters Cuba 
YISITA DE SU SAN­
TIDAD I JUAN PAB­
LO 11 A CCBA I Ck 
MAGUEY 23.1.1998 / 

Havana - January 23, 1998: 
Comm-:morative postmark. Pope John Paul II in mitre. Portrait of 
Father Felix Varela, national hero and a staunch dcL::ntlcr of Cuban 
independence. 
VISITA DE SU SA..1'l'TDAD / JUAN PABLO II A CUBA / 
VISITA DE SU SAN-
LA HABANA 23.1.1998 I 

Santiago de Cuba -
Januury 24, 1998: 
Commemorative post­
mark. Pope John Paul II 
in mitre. Statue of Our 
Lady of Charity of 
EI Cobre. 
VISITA DE SU SAN­
TIDAD I JUAN PAB­
LO TI A CUBA/ 
SANTIAGO DE CUBA I 24.1.1998 ; 

Havana - January 25, 1998: 
Cornmernorativcpmtmark. Pope John Paul II in mitre. Immaculate 
Conception Cathedral in Havana. 
VISITA DE SU SANTIDAD / JUAN PABLO II A CUBA / 

LA HABri.NA 25.1.1998 I 

AEROGRAMME - AIR LETIER 

AEAOC.RAMA . AEAOGRAMME 
VIA AEREA PAR Al/"104 

·r-.. , • 

VISITADE 
JUAN PABLOll 

A 
A CUBA f' 

(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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FIGURE 2: 
The four types of balloon-mail overprints. 

FIGURE 3: 
The overprint appears in a mirror 

image on the gum of this red and blue 
stamp with Polish text. 
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FIGURE 4: 
The set cf 5 balloon stamps 
of 1929: 

violet-yellow-blue 
• ove•f)rint type II 
red-blue, Polish t~xt 

- overprint type I 
red-blue, German text 
• overprint type I 
red-blue, French text 
- overprint type IV 
red-blue, English text 
- overprint type IV 

FIGURE 5: 

493-10 

Inverted balloon overprints: 
violet-yellow-blue - overprint type II 
red-blue, Polish text - overprint type Ill 
red-blue, German text • overprint type IV 
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PRE-PHILATELIC COVERS 
JULIAN vs GREGORIAN CALENDAR 

In the Pre-Philatelic Cmgrc,,, Kingdom of Poland, Alexota was a 
frontier postal relay station ft,r the Horse Po~t on the WARSAW­
KOWNO Post Road and th : lin::', tcrmin u, was located across the 
Nemunas River from Kowr.o ·,:h ich v. as not located in the Congress 
Kingdom of Poland but in fmr,.:ri,d Russia. ALFXOTA now is fl suburb 
of Kaunas and has h~cn :n::":;,it':,; \ :nc-.; ancient times. 

Abxotas, in the XIX c~r0 t,1ry was often referred to as lrnving th:: 
longest bridge in th·~ Y.c,:-ll'. It L,.,ck th irteen da'.s to cross from Kowno 
to Alcxota. It \Va·-. tr;:.: :h..t i[ ·:ou left Kow;10 on Octoh::r i ,t. for 
example, you would ;,n·i-.:c in J\ l,:xota on Octohcr 14th. How d ,.12, one 
then account for ti1i\ ', ,,, of 13 days in tr~nsit?:! Let\ go hack into 
cah:ndar history ,,:1d \•~c: ·\\'J1,,t happc:ned. 

The original ,:nd ~:,t',cr jmrrac1ic,tl Roman cakndar of te:n mrmths 
was improvc:d upon ;1·, , ' ci: :,nc:c,1 h, fol ir.h C,tc,,:r in the ,·car 45 B.C. 
on the advicl' of the· I:::,:. 1i,i:.,/ ,,-:n;n,.·,~:r S, :,,;Ec:nc, 1.vho fixed th e: ·:car 
at 365 days and the: L i,ip Y::· ;tr :,:_ ~( .r, • 

The error of I l rrnnull:.-. :,~,' , ..!. --~::,"L, ;)_, :- ·:'.'.r ,;f ' his , :J-called 
Julian calendar accumu1,,:_,.,: ·_•:1u: ; _",-:: '. ,1c \·_·,::c,'. E:2111:·cx nccurrc:d 
on March 1 l th in-,tcaJ of ,iii \h;(.::: ::. : ·,, :11.:c'.; n,, ; r; davs behind. 
In that year, 1582. Pcm~ Grc:gon Xffl, :1:, !);,p,!f°B1~·11 ~n,,ulicd the 10 
davs (October 4th wa, fo!lc-.,·cd h·, Oc,uhcr 1.'th. l 582) and corP2cted 
the Julian calendar by the addjri,)n· of c~~::iin cc:itury L·ap years to make 
up the error. 

The presently accepted reformed or Gr c go r i an calendar as insti­
tuted in 1582 wa, only slowly adopted throughout Europe. Not until 
1752 did England officially change to the.: reformed calendar and also 
imrxx;ed it on all its posse~, iom including the American Colonies. But 
by that tim:. 11 days had to bl'. arn,ullecl b y Royal Decree and September 
2nd, 1752 wa, follmved by September 14th. Eastern Europe and Russia 
adopted the Gregorian caL::ndar only in 1918, Greece in 1923; however, 
some ethnic group~ affiliated with the Greek Chmch hav-;: retained the 
use of the Julian Calendar. p,!rtictdarly for its Church Feasts and 
Holidays. 

To change dates from the Julian Calendar to the Gregorian Calen-
dar one adds the following days: From 1582 to I 700 add 10 days 

1700 to I 800 add 1 I days 
I 800 to I 900 add 12 days 
1900 to 2000 add 13 days 

This explains why cross ing the Ncmunas River at Kaunas to 
Alexota in the XIX century, you lost 13 days, because in going from 
one side of the river to the other, you changed from the Julian calendar 
used in Imperial Russia to the Gregorian Calendar used in the Congress 
Kingdom of Poland. 

This time difference must always he kept in mind when taking into 
consideration when interpreting the dated text of correspondence and 
letters and their dales of sending and receiving marks. 

-Dr. James Mazcpa 
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Lithuanian Polish Postal Route Commemorative 
Lithuania released a stamp in it, Postal History series October 9. 

This 7Q-cent.ai stamp salutes the establishment of centralized postal com­
munications between Lithuania and western Europe in th~ 16th c~ntury. 

Lithuania commemorates the 
establishment in the 1500s of 
a postal route between the 
Polish and Lithuanian capi­
ta ls on this Oct. 9 stamp. 

The new issue announcement provides 
the reason behind the need for this new 
postal route: ''Sigismund Augustus, the 
grand duke of Lithuania and the k ing of 
Poland, was quite a rare visitor in the 
(Polish) capital Cracow. 

"His love for the beautiful widow, 
Barbara Radvilait~ c!nd puhlic affairs di-J 
not fot him leave Vilnius. So it appeared 
necessary to c,tablish regular and effe<:­
tive post communications between Cra­
cow and Vilnius." 

Regular scheduled postal delivery 
between the capitals started in 1562. It 
took seven days for a letter to reach Vil­
nius from Cracow. The service was so ex­
pensive. though, that only the king, feu­

dal lords and rich merchants could use it. 
Tb>! :1ew stamp depicts a postal rider with his post horn. Build­

ing, of the two cities are pictured in the background. The po!>t horn 
emblem 0f the Lithuanian post office appears in the upper-right corner 
of the stamp. 

H. R<etkcvicius <lcsign'XI this stamp. The Spin<lulys printing house 
in Kaunas, Lithuania, printed 500,0U0 copies of it in sheets of 50. 
Copyright Linn's Stamp News, Sidney, Ohio. Reprinted with permission. 

LITHPEX 
LITHPEX XXVJ I, the annual stamp show of the Lithuania,1 Phil­

atelic Society, was held Octclbcr 23-25 at Balzekas Museum of Lithua­
nian Culture in Chicago. Partic'p,1.!ing in the she w were Fred Szcbcl who 
received a silver award for Grunwald and Chester Schafer who also got 
a silver for his First Jsuue of Independent Poland - 1918. 

r---------------- ---------------------, 
The Polonus Philatelic ,ociety is a Not-for-Profit Organization incorporated in the 1 

State of Illinois ( 1939). The opinions expressed by authors of articles appear- : 
ing therein , do not necessarily reflect the views of Pol onus Philatelic Society. 1 

Annual dues, which include a subscription to the Bulletin are $16.00. (U.S. curren- I 
cy only) and should be sent to the Polonus Treasurer, P.O. Hox 458, Berwyn, IL : 
60402. Membership dues are payable by December 31st. for the next calendar year. 1 
New members will receive all the 'Bulletins' for the year in which they join. Changes 1 

of address, problems with receiving the Bulletin, should be addressed to: Polonus I 

Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 458, Berwyn, IL 60402. General matters pertain- 1 

ing to the Society, contribution of articles for the Bulletin. complaints or other matters : 
shoula be directed to the President. 1 L __________________________ _ _____ _ _____ J 
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