
Meets wery 4th Friday at the Parish Youth Association Building, 
(Dom Harcersld) 6434 West Belmont Avenue, allcago, IL 

_1s_s_~_N_o_.4_9_i ____ ____ Pri_·~- ~_2.oo _ _ ______ J_a_n_.·F~~~-~•-199_9 

TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 
On March 19, 20. and 21 , and. If you plan to attend, the 

I 999, our Anniversarv POLPEX closest motel to the House of the 
will take place at the House of White Eagle is ThriftLodge, 
the White Eagle, 6839 7 2 4 7 N o r t h 
1'iorth Milwaukee Waukegan Road (at 
Avenue, in Niles. Illi- Milwaukee Avenue), 
nois, just north of Chi- Niles. Illinois. For 
ca!?O. The hours will reservations call: 
be-10:00 A.M. to 6:00 (847) 647-9444 or 
P.\11. on Friday and tax: (847) 647-7681. 
Saturday and I 0:00 A. A double room is 
M. to 4:00 P.M. on $55.00 plus tax and a 
Sunday. Set-up night single is $46.00 plus 
will be on Thursda\'. tax. 
March 18, from 6:00 We appeal to out-
P.M. until 10:00 P.M. of-town members and 

If you are inter- friends of Po Ion us for 
ested in exhibitin!? Frederic Chopin participation and ft-
contact me immed1- nancial help. Be a 
atelv by phone: (847) 437-1601 Polpex Patron for $10.00 or 
or by mail: 1615 t. Central more, or a Well Wisher for a 
Road, Arlington Heights. Illinois $5.00 donation. 
60005. Plan to attend our 60th Anni-

Two historic events wi II take versary A wards Presentation 
place on this our 60th Anniver- Dinner on Saturday, March 20. 
sarv. Poland will become a Tickets are $20.00 _per person. 
member of NA TO, and will ob- Thus far, 55 frames of the 
serve the 150th Anni\'ersary of I 00-frames show are reserved. 
the death of the world famous We will have some impressive 
composer, Frederic Chopin. collections includina Postal His-

Polonus will honor these tory of Krakow, a Lzesfaw Sta-
events with show covers. souve- nia Topical, and a Poland Air-
nir sheets, and its exhibition mail. We need more exhibits of 
catalog! 5 to 8 frames each. The cost is 

\Vt are expecting \·isitors to $5.00 per frame. 
our show from Sweaen and Po- -Fred Szebel 



NEW ISSUES PLANNED FOR 1999 
Theme No. of To be 

Stamps issued 

I. History of Armed Polish Navy 2 January 
2. I Love You 2 February 
3. Poles in the World 2 February 
4. Easter 4 March 
5. International Philatelic Exhibitions 1• March 
6. St. 1vf:lry patroness of Prisoners of War-

Soldiers in the East 2 April 
7. 50th Anniversary of European Council 1 May 
8. Europa 1 May 
9. Youth Sports 4 June 

10. 80th Anniversary of Treaty of. v~rsailles I June 
11. Pope Vi5it to Poland 4 June 
12. Insects 6 July 
13. Marian Sanctuaries 2 August 
14. 18th National Philatelic Exhibition 

Walbrzych 9S 1 ... August 
15. Polish-Ukraine Border Cooperation 2 September 
16. Kings and Princes of PolanJ as portrayed 

by J a.1 Matejko 4 September 
17. World Postal Day - (125th Anniversary 

of World Postal Alliance) October 
18. Frederic Chopin's I 50th Anniv. of Death October 
19. Tragedies of Polish Hero Warriors 1• October 
20. Christmas 4 November 
21. Polonica 4 December 
22. Heroes of Sienkiewicz's Trilogy Film: 6 before 

"With Fire and Sword" premiere 
performance 

23. Current Issues 5 as needed 
- FILATELISTYKA Monthly 

• THE CZECHOSLOVAK u 
SPEClaL1St 

A bi-bmonthly journal is pub­
Ushed by the Society for Czechos­
lovak Philately and is available to 
interested collectors. We received 
a sample edition which consisted 
of an impressive 44 pages with ex · 
tensive illustrations printed in the 
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English language. There were ar­
ticles by ten different authors. 

A subscription costs $18.00 per 
year. Write to the Czechoslovak 
Specialist. 2363 McCleary Driv~, 
Chambersburg, PA 1720 I. Web 
Site: www.erols.com/sibpost. 
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The Truth About the Underground 
Polish Post 
By MACIEJ PERZYNSKI 

,A Member of the Experts Commission at the Sc:entific-Research 
Committee of the Central Board of the Polish Federation of Philatelists 

In v,~w of. numerous inquiries coming from this co1J11try and from 
abroad about the source of many thousands ex "Secrt:t Polish Post" 
stamps vn the mark.et. Thef'e ar~ also parts of stamps on lett<!r-clip­
pings postmarked with a lot of fantasy - the stamps are cxfered bi­
sected cro,swisc, perpendicularly, askew and also divided into thre:: 
parts homonrally. I have been requested by the Ceotral Board of th~ 
Polish Federation of Philatelists to elucidate the matter. 

In ,he American philatelic press an article was printed on July 11, 
1961 written by Mr. Wladyslaw Kolakowski. It wl!s entitled "Postal 
Issue of Polish Undergrou.id" and was praising these "wonders.'· But 
the truth, unfortunately, is bitter. Perhaps several h.:ndreds ot 01 1,· 

colleagut! philatelists have purchased not s~ps. but label'> that have 
no philateli<' value whatever. and c.ven no historic value. 

The Military Underground Organization "Independent Poland'' 
wanted to issue its own "stamps" in May, 1942. They were not to be 
used for postal purposes - but for waging "a war of nc-rves" against ~he 
occupying powers. 

On May 16, 1942 a design was made and an order was issued 'O 

print the stamps. The stamps had ~lso to be affixed on the unde~round 
weekly published by this organization "Jutro" (fomorrow) and in "In­
fonnation ~upplement Tomorrow of Indet)Cndent Poland." 

'f.he organization "independent Poland" had its activity limited to 
the Lodi and BPa}ystok districts of the General Gouvernement. Toward~ 
the end flf 1942_ it was merged with "Armia Krajowa" (one of th'! 
underground organizations in Poland). 

The printing was ordered to be done outside the regic;n of activities 
or "Independent Poland" because no suttable printing works could ~ 
found m the area. As far as I could e~tablish the stamps were pr.:>babl ·, 
printed in Warsaw in the district delimited by Chmicln1-Zlo:a ,1.nd 
Sosnowa-Zel:izna streets. 

In view of various difficulties. the printing-works ex'!:Cuted the order 
only in the middle of 1943. i.e. in about six months after the Military 
Underground Organization "Independent Poland" had been dissolved 
and taken over by the military organs of "Atmia Krajowa." 

At that time the latter did not yet intend to organize any post~ 
service so 1hese st>amps, or rather labels, were distributed among phil 
atelists. &nd a part was set aside to be sent to German 2uthorities in .1 

war of nerves. In order to upset or frighten the occu!)ying power the 
stamps on letters addressed to Gennans and Volksdel!tsch were can­
celled with metal seals representing the Polish Eagle. They were nanu-
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factured from old seals of Polish State Offices. These were used some 
times in Warsaw post-offices, and particularly on Gene1 al Gouverne­
ment stamps depicting Hitler. The cancellations were made in t;,e fol­
lowing colors: red, violet or black. This was going on in I 943. 

The labels depict a black eagle (d­
legory of the occupying power) attacking 
the white eagle (allegory of Poland). The 
White Eagle is covering Warsaw (Heart of 
Poland) with her body. At the top there 
was an inscription: "Secret Polish Post," 
and at the bottom: "25 gr Defense of War­
saw" (Fig. 1 ). 

The labels were printed from 7mc 
plates, a sheet containing 15 stamps (Fig. 2) 

The sheets had on -their left margin a 
note: "T.P.P. s«ia I N. l V-19-W.P.R.. 
I T .R.O.P. "Serafin." Fig. 1 

The right margins or the sheets were number..:d from 00 I to 500 
with a hand-numbering m::chine in bl<1ck ink, the height of the numbers 
being 4.5 mm. During the German occupation no higher nos. existed. 

Th~ labels were imperforate and line-perforated I 1.5 onlv. The 
first part of the order was printed on white paper. The labe·1s wer.: 
pink-violet, and partly brown-violet. The ink varied from light w dark 
(intensive). 

' • ;I 
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For unknown reasons the further printings do not ~how the inscrip­
tion "Serafin". It was removed from the stereo. The changed stereo 
was used to print labels in a grey-brown- blue (steel) color. ~ 
labels were also imperforatc and line perforated 11.5. The perforation 
of all the labels and of the printing-waste was done by the same per­
foration machine. 

An amount c:i printing waste was also manufactured probably only 
for philatelic purposes. This was printed on blanks from Health Service 
and State Insurance offices. The paper was blue, and on its reverse 
were texts in Polish and German. These labels are known only irnper­
forate, their color being dark violet. In addition they were also printed 
on yellow ooated glistening paper. lts reverse side was grey and coarae. 
The color of the labels was dark red. They were. like the previous 
printing, only imperforatc. 

Thus the official issues amount to less than 15,000 copies. The ex­
act nuDP!r ought to be 14.970. Th; sum of printing waste was 5,000. 

The labels, as has been mentioned above, appeared only in the 
middle of 1943. They could not play the rob they were meant for, i.e. 
they oouid not be used for "franking" or for sticking on the weekly 
"Tomorrow". since the organization "Independent Poland" had been 
merged with the military organ o( "Armia Krajowa". 

A vaS{ majority of the labels was found by ,the occupying powers 
at the end of 1943. confiscated and destroyed. A number of them were 
burnt with the collections or in hiding places of Warsaw stamp coliec­
u,n since they were distributed in Warsaw during the insurrection of 
1944. 

The stereos that were used for printing the labels WCI\! not des­
troyed, but were handed to former members of the organization toge<· 
bee with the manufactured labels for safe keeping. The reason for that 
was that the printing works reckoned to be able to use the stereos for 
further printings. This was newr done on account of the organization 
being disbanded ·aJong with its Secret Post. 

This state of affairs lasted till 1947-48. In 1949 anJ in following 
years the labels began appearing in Warsaw and other philatelic centers 
but in new colors in various shade6 on different papers, but still in 
11Dail quantities. About 1956. the labels began to flood the market in 
iiia.s&ive quantities in full shee:ts or even in sets of sheets. In addition. 
oa.ncelled labels on white -or yellow strips of paper made their appear­
anoe as well. While envelopes with impressed labels, and finally blut: 
mvelopes with wavy colored inscriptions and the labels mad..: their ap­
pearance on the market. 

After being closely s.tudied they turned out to be printed from ori­
gi:Iral stereos, but on other papers and with other inks (this is visible 
in the quartz mnp spectrum). 

The labels on clippings and on entries bisected along, across, dia­
gonally'to the right, and to the Jett and cut into three parts each, on~ 
being .stuck separately - were all canc.elled with a round, metal one-ring 
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postmark of about 30 mm diameter bearing the inscription: "Tajna 
Poczta Polska"j"Sztab Korn. Gl.''/ Org. "Polska N1epodleg!a" which 
means: Secret Polish PoS( - Headquarters - Organization "Independent 
Poland". No such postmark was ever possessed by the Military organi­
zation ''Independent Poland". This postmark seems to be a post-war 
fantasy. 

Some entries bear dates as oW as l 942, i.e. when the labels were not 
yet issued, or dates in 1943 and 1944 when the Underground Military 
Organization " Independent Poland" existed no more. 

Several hundred of labels and di verse clippings and entries with these 
adhesives-reprints, which I was able to ins.pee(, w~re marked on the rev­
erse side with experts' marks or with imprint, indicating their origin viz.: 
1. A monogram "WR". 3.5 mm high imprinted in sepia brown or dark­

green ink. This mark imitates th ' expertising mark of Mr. Wlodzi­
mierz Rachmanoff who live:! in Warsaw until 1944, and then emi­
gr,a.ted to the U.S.A. Thi, forgery has •been known since 1943 to 
1944 in the General Gonvemement, and is mostly seen on stamps 
issued by the 1st Polish Corps of Gen. Dowbo:r-Musnicki It must be 
stressed that Rachmanoff has never used brown or dark-grec-n ink. 

2. A monogram "SM", 3 mm high. Also imprinted with the ~ame inks 
as before. This one imitates the expertising mark of prof. St. Mik­
stein. The latter had a similar expertising mark but it was always 
used jointly with a rubber stamp "Mikstein" (in italics) or with a 
metal stamp "S. Mikstein''. Moreover this expertis.ing mark was used 
exclusively on the more expensive stamps of the Cracow issue of 
1919. This forgery has been known since 1940. Again it should be 

- stressed that Mr. Mikstein has never used brown or dark-green ink. 
3. An inscription "MIR" in a circle of 6 mm diameter usually in vio­

let ink. This is a property mark identifying <;tamps coming from the 
collection of Mr. Wyslimir Francis Koprowski. "Mir" is an abbre­
viation of the ending of his first nam ~ "Wyslimir". 

It does not ·seem superfluous to mention an inexactitude in the pho­
tooopy of organizational order No. 16 A-42 of the Chief or He:.idquartcrs 
of Organization "Independent Poland" dated March 27, 1942, and signed 
by the Headquarters Chief, "Harpun", which usoo to be enclosed with 
larger consignments of t~ l;ibels. Namely. according to historical data, 
oompiled both in this country and abroad the pseudonym ··Harp u n .. did 
not ex.isl. The name and the pseudonym of the chief of Headquarters 
were quite different. 

Summing up, it must be stated that the labels wld en masse do not 
oome from the time of occupation. They are reprints of labels without 
any philatelic value. They are not even historical keepsakes from the 
times of German occupation. Only the few genuine labels may have a 
oommemorative value. 

In consequence. all these issues can not be incl uc.Jed in collections 
shown .at philatelic ellhibitions. whether nation~ or international. 
Reprinted from DYLllANS. Published by Society For Polish Philately, Gr. Britai,.. 
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THE POMERANIAN GRIFFIN 
SECRET MILITARY ORGANIZATION 

By STANLEY KRONENBERG 

Pomerania, the nonhwestem pan. ot pre World War n Poland near 
the Baltic Sea became soon after the start of W.W. II annexed to Ger­
many. Already in September, 1939, Poles in that arc:i started a resistance 
movement against the Germans and in December, 1939 formed in Czar­
lin, district of Kartuzy "The Secret Military Organization Griffo of Ka­
szuby." Its founder was the teacher, Jozef Dambek. After the start of the 
war between Germany and the Soviet Union, this organization was re­
named "The Secret Military Organization Pomeranian Griffin." 

Pomeranian Griffin issued its own postage stamps which had three 
purpose5: To obtain funds for the organization, to make the German oc­
cupants nervous by stressing the fact that such an underground organiza­
tion did exist, and to mail propaganda material through underground 
channels. 

1ne stamps were made by the organization's postmaster L. Miotka, 
known as "Stal-Stalowka" (steel) or as "Poro" (pen). He cut in rubber 
the stamp designs and imprinted them on paper. He wrote an illustrated 
four page report about hi-, postal activities which is dated Jan. 3, 1945. 

There were fiv_e issues. The 20 zloty stamp illustrared here is of the 
third issue. I{ is imprinted in pal~ red on a paper with handwriting on the 
reverse. The inscriptions read: "Festival of the Sea, June 20, 1944, f- ield 
Post. Polish Underground Anny, Griffin of Pomerania." 

See: Maciej Perzynski, Filatelista 1966, p. ~. 
Edmund Jakubiak. "Zarys Dzialalnosci Tajnej Organizacji Wojskowej Gryt 
Pomorski", Najnowsze Dzieie Polski. T.V., PWN, Wa,szawa 1961, p. 31. 
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Szwedzko-Polskie 
wspolne 
wydanie 
~ 

S-verige-Poien 
gemensam 

utgiiva 
~ 

CZESLAW SLANIA 
SOUVENIR CARD 

Czeslaw Slania (our honorary member) engraved souvenir sheets for the 
17th Meeting of Polski Zwutzek Filatefuiow in Szczecin, Poland and the 
October 8th joint issues of Poland and Sweden for King Sigismund III 
(Zygmont m Wa:ia) Poland 1.20 zl. and Sweden 7 Kr. values. 
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Polish Peoples Army Letters 
By WINSTON GRUSZCZVK 

A few years ago while visiting a was under the subordination of Rus­
philatelic exhibition in Poland, r was sia, with most of the staff officers 
impressed by one exhibit showing a transferred from Russian Army 
group of letters written by one pris- units. Even in present day Poland 
oner of war in Germany to his fam- the postal history information on 
ily in Poland, originating from sev- the early period of 1943 is limited. 
eral camps where he was interned Correspondence in 1943 and most 
over a five year period. ln this ar- of 1944 could travel only between 
ticle I will try to follow a similar the soldiers and families living in the 
pattern in the life and postal history part of the Soviet Union unoccu­
of a Polish soldier serving in the ar- pied b y Germany. The families 
my formed by "Comrade" Stalin in themselves were deported by Russia 
1943, and known in Rus~ia as the from Poland in the t 939-41 period 
·'Polish Peoples Army." and were living in substandard con-

From a postal history aspect, this ditions either in camps or on stat>~ 
army's activities are not a subject farms, barely surviving from day to 
widely published in the philatelic day, and al most nobody was in­
press outside of Poland. The army spired to collect letters received 
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Figure L A Russian post card message from Jan Koziel, at Fieldpost Unit 214~ t 
£, to h is wife, mailed in October 1943, infoming her of his assignment to duty a : 
the front. The cancellation is from Mose ov 88, with Russian military censor 11/::. 
21160 at top left center. (The illustration is of Field Marshall Alexander V. Suvorov 
18th century military leader and strategist who commanded the Russian army 
that crushed the Polish rebellion of 1794, after the Second Partition. His tolerance 
of plundering of conquered territories by his troops led to the Russian military's 
bad reputation in Europe - reinforced in World War II.) 

- ----------
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Figure 2. Russian fieldpost lettersheet sent by Koziel from Fieldpost Unit No. 
64014J. It is marked with a Russian fieldpost cancel dated November 9, 1943, 
and Russian censor handstamp No. 089 63. The three-word slogan at the top 
reads: "Death to the Gem,an Occupiers!" A patriotic quotation of Lenin's occu­
pies jthe left-hand portion. 

from relatives in trn! army. 
The partition of Poland by Hitler 

and Stalin in September, 1939 left 
the eastern part of the country for 
Russia, and in the two-year period 
before the Gennan attack on Ru·s­
sia in 1941 , Slatin managed to de­
port more than two million Polish 
citizens deep into Russia. Lat.er in 
1941 , after Germany invaded Rus­
sia, the Polish Armv under Gen. 
Anders was formed in Russia under 
the command of the Polish Govern­
ment-in-exile in London. However, 
Stalin could not long tolerate an in­
dependent Polish Army, and in 
late 1942 allowed this unit to leave 
the Soviet Union for deployment in 
the Near East under British com­
mand, and later in Italy. 

The Polish Peoples Army formed 
at the same time in Russia was 
composed of part of the remaining 
deported Polish citizens in Russia 
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and was totally •ubordinatz to that 
nation's goals. But the so11ls of the 
solctie:rs were Polis,h, and their cor­
respondence reveals their desire to 
serve Poland, as well as doop reli­
gious feelings. 

Since all fieldpost units were 
served by Russian Army staff, it is 
difficult to determine at! fi-::ldpost 
nwnbers used by the Polish uni, 
known first as the "Ko3ciuszko Di­
vision" and later as the I s,t Polish 
Anny. The article published in the 
Polish journal 'Filatelista' of Nov­
ember, 1968 by the late L. Teter 
did mention many fieldpost num­
bers allocated to Polish units, but 
the listing was incomplete. 

According to information from 
the Philatelic Research Center in 
Lodz, Poland, Mr. Teter had pre­
pared another list for publication 
before his death; however we can­
not e~eot its publication in the 
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Figure 3. A Russian military war propaga nda lettersheet with an illustration on the 
reverse commemorating the 26th anniversary of the Revolution. Sent by a Polish 
soldier from fieldpost unit No. 64014 to his wife living in Russia, it has a field• 
post cancel dated December 6, 1943, and Russian censor handstamp No. 0839~ 

near future. The F.P. numbers used 
to illustrate this anicle were not 
included in the Teter list. 

All post cards and lettersheets 
were printed on very poor quality 
paper--0n:; more reason wh) very 
few have surviv~ to this time. It is 
interesting to note that the shortage 
of writing paper for soldiers to use 
was much more acute than for their 
families in sending re1)lie s. Any 
piece cl paper was 1used, and if post 
cards were not available, a sheet of 
paper was folded in the form of a 
triangle and used instead of an 
envelope. 

Polish soldiers serving in these 
units were permitted to write to 
their relatives only if they were liv­
ing in areas controlled by tl!e Rus­
sians. A II such correspondence 
could be in the Polish language, but 
it had to be addres.sed in Russian. 
While ttiere were censors who could 
read Polish, the same did not hold 
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true for employees in the postal 
system, who generally could read 
only Russian. 

The story of Jan Koziel's "Soldier 
Letters" begins in September 1943, 
with a post card (Figure I) to his 
wife, living on a state farm in Gi­
danov, near the town of Kajsk in 
the Kirov District, about 600 miles 
northeast of Moscow. This card in­
forms her of his enr ollment in the 
Polish Army. The subsequent letters 
of the 1943 period reflect Koziel's 
worry at not having repiles to his 
many letters. 

The initial fie ldpost n u m be r ol 
21494 used in his letters changed 
in November, 1943 to 64014, allo­
cated to the 2nd Infantry Regiment 
of the l st Polish Division. and witr 
this nwnber he traveled from the 
induction camp near Sielsk deep in· 
to Russia, until his final letter, writ­
ten from near Berlin in June, 1945 
after the collapse of Germany. It is 
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interesting to note in this group of 
letters that Polish censorma rks 
started to appear in December of 
1944, but the last letter written in 
Germany after the war once again 
carries Russian markings. 

In order to broaden postal histo­
ry information of the later war per­
iod, 1944-1945, when the Polish 
Army formed in Russia , was al­
ready fighting on Polish territory, 
I include illustrations of field post 

o,.."'"'"" .,,.. • .,,,, .,,._u,• 

cards and lettersh·.:.ets printed in 
"liberated" Poland in the Polish 
language. Such items are consider­
ably easier to find, as they all were 
addressed to families living in Po­
land. 

The activity ;:,f the fieldposts in 
the Polish Peoples Arm} ended on 
September 15. I 945, by an order 
dateJ August 29, 1945, of the Su­
preme Commander of the Pol ish 
Peoples Anny. 

Figure 5. A i,,.1939 Polish fieldpost card used by a soldier in Fieldpost Unit No. 
83838 B, sent to Jaroslaw, a town already liberated in the eastern part of Po­
land by tfie Red Army. It bears a Russian fieldpost cancellation dated January 19, 
'1945, and Polish military censor handstamp No. 57. 
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Vienna Under Siege By The Otto11ian Thrhs 
And Why A Polish King Appears On An Austrian Stamp 

By IRVING WEINGARTEN, Ph.D. 

On September 6, 1933. on the 
<x:casion of the Pan-German Cath­
olic Congress. Au9tria issued a set 
of 5.ix semi-postal stamps (Scott 
B 112-117) marking the 250th anni­
VeI'Sal)' of the siege of Vienna in 
1683. 

In the surnm.:!r of 1682, Sultan 
Mehmed IV made a momentous de­
cision: to scrap an existing peace 
treaty with Austria and expand his 
empire by marohing on Vienna. the 
the gateway to western Europe. The 
sultan appointed his Grand Vizier, 
Kara Mustafa to lead his campaign. 
The Grand ViLier was second in 
authority and wa~ outranked only 
by the s ult a-n; in many areas he 
made decisions on his own. When 
commanding 0 military campaign. 
his powers were absolute. 

No one knows for certain the size 
of the force that was marshalled. 
It is estimated at somewhere bet­
ween 150,000 and 300,000 men. In 
addition to Turks, the army includ­
ed conscripts from conquered lands 
in Asia, Europe and Afrioa. The 
Austrian force defendin!? Vienna 
numbered 30,000. - • 

When Au9tria's Emperor Leopold 
I became aware of the 9ultan's in­
tentions he desperately tried to line 
up allies, impressing upon them the 
dange.r IX> western Europe if Vienna 
fell. Louis XIV of France was busy 
with his own aggres9ions against 
Flanders, Gennany and Italy were 
not interested in helping Austria. 
nor were most of the other Euro­
pean monarchs with the exception 
of a couple of German states. Only 
one powerful sovereign, King John 
Sobieski gf Poland (Fig. 1), recog­
nizing the oonSc!quences if Vienna 

494-14 

Fig. l 

should fall, agreed to an alliance 
with Austria. 

Defending Vienna, the principal 
play~rs were Count Ernst Rudiger 
von Starkenberg (Fig. 2), military 
commander of the city; Charles V. 
Duke of Lorraine (Fig. 3) , com­
cander of the field troops outsidt: 
the c.1ty; and John Andreas von Lie­
benl-erg (Fig. 4), mayor of Vienna, 
charged with preparing the civilian 
population for the siege. Not pic­
tured in the set is Emperor Leopold 
who, together with his entire court, 
Jett 1he city for safer ground. 

The assault began in mid July. 
Turkish guns created havoc inside 
the city. Besides casualties from the 
bombardment, the city \\-as cventu-

Fig.2 Fig. 3 
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Fig.4 Fig. 5 

ally plagued by disease, hunger and 
lack of water which the Turks had 
cut off from outside the walls. By 
the 22nd, -the invaders had dug tun­
nels under the wa1ls, set mines and 
exploded them, creating a breach in 
the wall. Soldiers would rnsh in 
and, after repulsing them, the defen­
ders repaired the wall. Throughout 
the battle, military bands on both 
sidt::s could be heard . One of the 
Turkish objectives was St. Stephen's 
Cathedrad (Fig. 5) which was badly 
damaged but never taken. The loss­
es were heavy on both sides with 
the smaller Austrian forc.e less able 
to sustain them. The seesaw battles 
went on day after day with the Aus­
trian civilian and military casualties 
so great that it seemed ~ rtain the 
city would fall. By early September, 
only 4000 defenders remained. Em­
peror Leopold urged them to hold 
out and that help was on the way. 

Meanwhile in Warsaw, some 300 
miles away, the Polish king began 
his plans for a relief army. Soldiers 
from around the country assembled 
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In Krakow pkking up additional 
recruits as they marched south. The 
king's rallying cry was that he was 
marching to defend Cracow and the 
women of Poland. The march from 
Cracow to Vienna was 200 miles. 

On August 31st, King John's ar­
my, together with the foroes of two 
German states met up with Duke of 
Lorraine's troops outside Vienna. 
The king was now commanding a 
force of 80,000 foot soldiers and 
40,000 cavalry. 

Because the Catholic church saw 
the invasion of the Truks as a ma­
jor challenge to the church, Pope 
fnnocent XI had more than a pas­
sing interest in the events around 
Vienna. He ,therefore sent his legate 
Marco D'Aviano (Fig 6) to t-lc!>s 
King J o hn , Charles and the as­
sembled Christian force in its cru­
sade agains-t the infidels. It is inter­
esting to note that 300 years later 
in 1983, Pope John Paul II, during 
a trip to Austria. visited the sit.! 
and commemora·cd the event with a 
mass and blessing. This was markl!d 
by Austria on September 9 of that 
year with a stamp with the pope's 
likeness (Scott I 252). On the same 
day a souvenir sheet was issued 
commemorating 1he 300th anniver­
sary of the Relief of Vienna (Scott 
1253). 

Thus on a Septcmb.:r day, som.: 
300 years ago, after a siege that 
lasted 60 days, the relief ~rmy at­
tacked the Turkish line from behind 
as Starkenberg mustered his wr::ary 
soldiers from behind the walls and 
pushed out from the front. The re­
sults were devastating for the Otto­
mans. Before the day was out they 
were defeated and fled in disarray 
lea·.ring just about everything they 
brought with them behind. At his 
first breathing stop, Grand Vizier 
Mustafa executed many of his sen­
ior officers, using the traditional 
silken cord to strangle them. But 
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even before he reached Istanbul, 
the sultan had ordered a silkl!n 
cord for ,his Grand Vizier. 

The Ottomans made many mis­
takes: they underestimated the ten­
acity of the defenders and how 
long it would take to capture the 
city· they failed to fortify ~heir en­
campments around the city; their 
observation of the surrounding 
countryside was poor; and even 
when they became aware of the r~ 
lieving anny, their effort was con­
centrated on Vienna. 

The city was saved but at a cost. 
It is estimated 50,000 Viennese 
died, perhaps as many as half a 
million in all of Austria. It is inter­
~sting to speculate on the future ot 
Europe had the Ottomans succeed­
ed in capturing the gateway to tlh..! 
west. As it was, they never recov­
ered lrom this Joss and the em­
pire's fortunes declined from then 
on as Austria's empire continued to 
expand • until World War I. 

St. Stephens was repaired and a 
new 23-ton bell, forged from th·.: 
abandoned Turkish oannons was 
hung in the steeple. 

And even today, it js said, when 
Viennese children misbehave they 
ctre told, "Be good or the Turks 
will get you." 

For those desiring more detailed 
information, an excellent book on 
the subject is "The Siege of Vien­
na" by John Stoy. For a general 

history of t~e city, see 'The Vien­
nese, Splendor, Twilight and E~­
by Paul Hoffman. 

(Dr. Weing,irten operates Great Neck 
Stamps, is a specialist in the stamps 
of Austria, Bosnia & related countries.) 

Reprinted from Global Stamp News 

POLCAPEX 98 
The Polish Philatelic Society of 

Canada held POLCAPEX 98 on 
November 15th at Saint Casimir 
Parish Auditorium in Vancouver, 
B.C. Forty frames made up the 
philatelic exhibit and four frames 
were with numismatic material. 

Jozef Podejko, president of the 
society, received the Grand Award 
for twelve frames of lhe First ls­
sues of fndependent Poland, Mar­
shall Jozef Pilsudski, Polish So­
viet Wa r of 1920 and the 25th 
Anniversary of Conception of the 
Polish Legions in 1939. 

In the last few years the ranks 
of the society have been strength­
ened by new immigrant enthusiasts. 

Show covers were. issued in con · 
junction with the theme: The 80th 
Anniversary of Poland's Independ­
ence in 1918. Two different oan­
cellations were made, one with the 
current Polish Eagle and ~he other 
with the Poli!)h L~gions WWI Eagle. 

Covers are available from J 6;,:ef 
Podejko, 510 St. George St., New 
Westminster British Cc'.umbia. Ca­
nada V3 l-1L2. 
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