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The Great Orchestra of Christmas Charity 
 
This 4.90-zł stamp features Poland’s major annual charity event to raise money for 
pediatric and geriatric care – Wielka Orkiestra Świątecznej Pomocy (WOŚP). See the 
descriptions of stamps issued for WOŚP on January 13, 2013 [in Polonus Bulletin 550, 
March 2013]; January 7, 2015 [in Polonus Bulletin 559, June 2015]; and January 5, 
2016 [in Polonus Bulletin 564, September 2016]. Several earlier stamps and postal 
cards have also been issued for the WOŚP events since 1994.] The WOŚP charity 
funds the purchase of advanced medical equipment for Polish hospitals and clinics, and 
five major medical/educational programs. In recent years, the event has also supported 
various other humanitarian aid programs. 
 
The Grand Finale of the event generally takes place on the second Sunday of January. 
The day-long event includes volunteer-run collection centers, and is accompanied by 
numerous special events, including concerts, sports events, fireworks displays, and 
online auctions. A national telethon is also broadcast to raise funds. Those who donate 
to WOŚP receive distinct red-heart shaped stickers in return. The 33rd Grand Finale in 
2024-5 collected over 289 million PLN, or about $72 million. 
 
This year’s stamp issue features a bright, multi-colored, heart-shaped, perforated stamp 
inside a square perforated stamp. [Crypto stamps in perforated and imperforate formats 
were also issued in January 2025 with an expanded design in order to honor the event. 
And a special folder with an imperforate block of four stamps, each with a different 
design, was also issued in January 2025 to honor the event.] 
 
Date of Issue   December 6, 2024 
Sheet Format   Pane of 6 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Jerzy Owsiak & Katarzyna Sasin 
 



 
 
 
Christmas Nativity Scenes 
 
These three different 4.90-zł stamps display Christmas Nativity Scenes (Szopki 
Bożonarodzeniowe) created by artists for the 82nd annual Kraków Nativity Scene 
Competition held on December 5, 2024. For a discussion of this tradition, see the 
description of the stamps issued on January 5, 2023, that appeared in Polonus Bulletin 
596 in December 2024. This year’s three Szopki designs were created by Dariusz Czyż, 
Wiesław Barcewski, and Marzena Dłużniewska, selected from among 34 competitors. 
[Barcewski’s work was also featured in a special reprint on December 20, 2024, issued 
for collectors in perforated and imperforate formats on numbered souvenir sheets with 
the denomination obliterated.] 
 
Date of Issue   December 10, 2024 
Sheet Format   Pane of 6 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Joanna Fleszar-Haspert 
 



 
 
 
Polish Presidency of the Council of the EU 2025 
 



This 10-zł stamp recognizes Poland’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union 
(EU) from January 1 to July 16, 2025. Its Council Presidency was actually shared with 
Denmark and Cyprus in a Presidency Trio from January 1, 2025, to July 1, 2026. The 
three member states within the Presidency Trio work together closely in a system 
formulated by the Lisbon Treaty in 2009. The Presidency Trio defines long-term goals 
and prepares a common agenda on the topics and major issues to be addressed by the 
Council over an 18-month period. Each of the three countries then uses this common 
agenda to define a specific six-month program.  
 
Poland’s term in the Council Presidency focused on strengthening seven dimensions of 
EU security, including resistance to foreign interference and disinformation, energy 
transition, resilient agriculture, and health security. Beginning on July 17, 2025, 
Denmark and Cyprus, each in turn, followed Poland in defining their own specific six-
month programs. Every member state of the EU takes its turn in holding the Council 
Presidency every 13½ years. The Council Presidency is not an individual, but rather the 
position is held by a national government. Poland previously held the Council 
Presidency in 2011. [See description of the stamp with tab issued on June 30, 2011, 
that appeared in Polonus Bulletin 544, September 2011.] This year’s stamp shows the 
official logo of the Polish Presidency of the EU Council. 
 
Date of Issue   December 12, 2024 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 6 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Poczta Polska S.A. 
 



 


