March & April 2025 New Issues
Polonus Bulletin

80 Years of Tygodnik Powszechny

The Polish Roman Catholic weekly magazine Tygodnik Powszechny (Universal Weekly)
is recognized on this 4.90-zt stamp. The magazine was established under the auspices
of Cardinal Adam Stefan Sapieha in March 1945, with Jerzy Turowicz serving as the
first editor-in-chief. The publication addressed religious, social, cultural, political, and
foreign affairs issues. The foreign affairs section of the magazine has published letters
from readers from around the world. The stamp displays an inscription with
typographically diverse font styles used by the magazine over the years.

During the years of the communist regime, the magazine often published limited
criticism of the communist authorities, within the boundaries set by state censors.
Nevertheless, it was suspended on two occasions by the authorities for perceived
transgressions, but was later able to resume operations. After 1982, it became an
informal organ of the Polish democratic opposition.

Since the 1990’s, some notable leaders in the Catholic Church have criticized the
publication for its liberal political and religious views. And in recent years the magazine
has undergone changes in its leadership and ownership as a result of conflicting
political, religious, and economic factors. The present editor-in-chief of the magazine is
Piotr Mucharski. [Source: pl.wikipedia.org]
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500 Years of the Prussian Homage

This 10-zt stamp commemorates the quincentennial of the Treaty of Krakdw (later
known in Polish/Lithuanian history as the Prussian Homage) signed by Sigismund |
Stary (the old) (1467-1548), King of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, and Albrecht
Hohenzollern (1490-1568), Duke of Prussia, in February 1525. The stamp shows a
fragment of a painting from Jan Matejko (1882) that depicts the event. A folder with an
imperforate souvenir sheet with this stamp was subsequently issued by the Polish Post.

The Battle of Grunwald (aka Tannenberg) in July 1410 had resulted in a decisive
military victory of Polish-Lithuanian forces over the Teutonic Order. [See description of
stamp issued on July 15, 2010, for the 600th anniversary of the event that appeared in
Polonus Bulletin 541 in December 2010.] However, the resulting Peace of Thorn signed
in 1411 saw no maijor diplomatic or territorial gains for the Commonwealth; instead,
severe financial reparations were set that later weakened the Order. The Order
remained on its lands under Polish-Lithuanian suzerainty, and this was later affirmed by
the Second Treaty of Thorn in 1466. However, in 1519-21 armed warfare erupted again
between the two parties over disputed lands in Prussia, resulting in King Sigismund |



Stary’s army, under Jan Tarnowski, again subduing the Order; a four-year truce was
called.

Meanwhile, in 1510 Albrecht Hohenzollern was selected 37th grand master of the
Teutonic Order and thus lord of Monastic Prussia. After he abandoned Catholicism and
converted to Lutheranism, he was advised by Martin Luther to abandon the rules of the
Order and convert Prussia into a hereditary duchy for himself. In order to accomplish
this (and also resolve the pending military dispute), Albrecht requested the concurrence
of King Sigismund | Stary (his uncle!) with his plan to abandon the Order. The Polish-
Lithuanian king assented to the offer from his nephew for the new secular Prussian
duchy (and resolve the pending military conflict), with the provision that the new duchy
would thereafter be treated as a Polish-Lithuanian fiefdom. Albert concurred, becoming
the first Duke of Prussia. Ducal Prussia would thereafter pay feudal homage to Polish
monarchs as a sign of political and diplomatic dependence. This was observed until
1657, when the Treaty of Bromberg (Bydgoszcz) granted Prussia its sovereignty.
[Sources: en.wikipedia.org & brittanica.com]
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World Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan

This 12-zt stamp calls attention to the international exhibition that was held in Japan
from April 13 to October 13, 2025. The event was organized under the auspices of the
Bureau International des Expositions (BIE), a Paris-based organization established in
1928 to bring order to exposition scheduling and to clarify the rights and responsibilities
of each host city and participants. These events are focused on educating the public,
promoting progress, and fostering global cooperation. There are 184 member countries
in the BIE, including Poland.

World Expo 2025 was held at a 383-acre site on an artificial island (Yumeshima Island)
in Osaka Bay. As host nation, Japan defined the Expo’s purpose as promoting progress
toward a future society that conforms to the United Nations’ 17 Sustainable
Development Goals targeted for 2030. Japan’s national strategy was stated as
promoting the prosperity for its people by integrating cyberspace and physical space.
Over 25 million visitors attended the Expo.



The stamp depicts the Polish Pavilion at Expo 2025 which consisted of a wooden
structure about 1,000 m? in area, designed by Alicja Kubicka and Borja Martinez.
Constructed with Japanese pine wood, the structure was laid out in a spiral design
formed by overlapping curved walls of varying heights. The theme of Polish creativity
and innovation was highlighted. Events included three daily Chopin recitals,
demonstrations highlighting innovative Polish video games, as well as various different
weekly presentations of Polish regional culture.

Date of Issue April 13, 2025
Sheet Format Single Stamps in Numbered SS
Printing Method Offset

Designer Roch Stefaniak
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85th Anniversary of the Katyn Massacre

This 4.90-zt stamp solemnly reminds us of the horrific Katyrh Massacre in World War |l,
perpetrated by the Soviet Union in an effort to exterminate the best educated citizenry of
Poland. The Polish Post has issued several stamps memorializing the event in recent
years. The stamps of April 7, 2015, and April 4, 2020, were previously described in
Polonus Bulletins 560 & 583 in September 2015 and June 2021, respectively.

This stamp shows a rear view of a uniformed Polish soldier in a forest, with blood
symbolically covering his lower body.

Date of Issue April 13, 2025

Sheet Format Single in Pane of 9

Printing Method Offset with Stochastic Raster
Designer Agata Tobolczyk
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1,000th Anniversary of the Coronation of Bolestaw Chrobry

King Bolestaw Chrobry (the Brave or Great) (967-1025) is honored on this 10-zt stamp
commemorating the presumed millennium of his coronation as the first king of Poland in
1025. He was the first-born son of Mieszko |, Duke of Poland, and succeeded his father
in 992. Many of the details of his reign are uncertain and under scrutiny by historians,
including the date of his coronation. He successfully waged several wars and annexed
lands for Poland during his reign. He also supported the Christianization of Poland. At
the Congress of Gniezno in 1000, an independent Polish church organization was
created -- a Polish archbishopric was established in Gniezno, and bishoprics were
established in Krakéw, Wroctaw, and Kotobrzeg. In the last years of his life, he co-ruled
with his son Mieszko Il Lambert, who succeeded him. Bolestaw Chrobry is entombed at
the Golden Chapel inside the Poznan Cathedral. [Sources: pl.wikipedia.org;
wielkahistoria.pl; dzieje.pl; solidarnosc.org.pl; national-geographic.pl; muzhp.pl; nlad.pl;
histmag.org; gdanskstrefa.com; & wszystkoconajwazniejsze.pl]

The stamp shows a fragment of John Matejko’s painting of the coronation from 1889. A
folder with an imperforate souvenir sheet of this stamp was subsequently issued by the
Polish Post.

Date of Issue April 18, 2025
Sheet Format Single in SS
Printing Method Offset

Designer Bozydar Grozdew
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EUROPA National Archeological Discoveries

Since the beginning of the Third Republic in1991, Poland has issued EUROPA stamps
annually in April or May. General background information on EUROPA was presented in
the descriptions of past EUROPA issues from the Polish Post that appeared in the
Polonus Bulletin. [See the descriptions of EUROPA stamps issued on May 5, 2017,
April 24, 2019; April 29, 2020; April 21, 2021; and April 21, 2022 -- in Polonus Bulletins
571, 580, 584, 587, and 592, respectively.]

In conformance with this year’s official EUROPA theme on archeological discoveries,
this 4.90-zt stamp displays the entrance to an ancient reconstructed wooden walled
settlement now protected at the open-air Biskupin Archeological Museum. It is located
on a marshy peninsula on Lake Biskupin, about 56 miles north of Poznan, in the
Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in central Poland. The 59-acre site contains traces
of two Lusatian settlements from around the 8th century BC, over 2,800 years ago in
the late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age. The site was accidentally discovered by school
teacher Watenty Szwajcer and his students on a hike in 1933, and a year later
excavations were begun by archeologists from Poznan University. When the Germans
occupied Poland in World War I, the site was renamed and excavations were resumed



until 1942. When the Germans were forced to retreat from the area, they flooded the
site hoping to destroy it, but ironically this helped preserve the ancient oak timbers and
other artifacts.

Because of its excellent preservation, the Biskupin site has been nicknamed the Polish
Pompeii. It contains huts, a defensive rampart, and drawbridge, as well as smaller
artifacts such as tools, weapons, vessels, ornaments, animal bones, and plant
remnants. The site is now a designated National Historic Monument. A large festival
takes place every September at the museum site. [Sources: en.wikipedia.org; &
culture.pl/en]

Date of Issue April 28, 2025
Sheet Format Single in Pane of 12
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The Beauty of Poland



These six different 4.90-zt stamps, part of an ongoing series, portray the diverse beauty
of the Pieniny Mountain area of southern Poland. The first stamp highlights Sokolica
Mountain, located in Pieniny National Park, in the Lesser Poland Voivodeship in
southernmost Poland, near the border with Slovakia. The Sokolica Mountain Peak
boasts an elevation of 747 m MSL and a spectacular view of the scenic Dunajec River
gorge. There are several excellent hiking trails in the area leading to the summit. It is
famous for its relic dwarf pine trees, the oldest being over 500 years old. Several of the
large rock outcroppings on the peak are named. The peak is named after the word
sokot (falcon), a species that is now being reintroduced in the area.

The second stamp shows a panoramic view of the Pieniny Mountains, located in part
within Pieniny National Park, the oldest national park in Poland. The Pieniny Mountains
are classified as within the eastern section of the Western Beskids. The Pieniny’s are
divided into three ranges — the Pieniny Spiskie and Pieniny Witasciwe (within Poland)
and the Mate Pieniny (in both Poland and Slovakia). These mountains consist mainly of
beds of limestone and dolomite. The highest peak in the Pieninys is Wysoka at
elevation 1,050 m MSL.

The third stamp portrays perhaps the most famous summit in the Pieniny Mountains —
the Trzy Korony (Three Crowns) Massif. The summit is actually a cluster of five rocky
peaks, with the highest, Okraglica, reaching an elevation of 982 m MSL. Several well-
marked hiking trails lead to the summit from surrounding local towns. A metal
observation deck at the top of Okraglica offers spectacular views of the surrounding
area; it can be reached via narrow stairs and platforms. The Trzy Korony Massif
accommodates several rare species of plants and notable animals, including the
wallcreeper (Tichodroma muraria), a bird with bright red wings, and a subspecies of the
Apollo butterfly (Parnassius apollo) that was reintroduced to the Pieniny area in 1992.
The latter butterfly is the subject of the fourth stamp in this issue.

The fifth stamp calls attention to the scenic Dunajec River Gorge that separates
southern Poland from northeastern Slovakia. In this stretch of the river, the Dunajec has
carved a deep canyon through the Pieniny Mountains, with adjacent rock formations
reaching 300 m in height. The river turns seven times while flowing through the gorge.
Kayaking and rafting are very popular activities throughout the year outside of the winter
months. Historically, early rafting trips were taken by guests from the nearby Niedzica
and Czorsztyn Castles. The latter is the subject of the sixth stamp in this issue.

The Czorsztyn Castle ruins, located at the Czorsztyn Lake/Reservoir on the impounded
Dunajec River, lie within Pieniny National Park. The ancient castle was originally
constructed in the 14th century and abandoned in 1790 following a lightning strike and
fire. Niedzica Castle is located across the impounded river.

Date of Issue April 30, 2025
Sheet Format Single in Pane of 6 Different Stamps
Printing Method Offset

Designer Joanna Fleszar-Haspert
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