May — June 2025 New Issues
Polonus Philatelic Society

80th Anniversary of the End of World War Il

This 4.90-zt stamp commemorates the conclusion of military operations in the European
sphere of World War Il, after the unconditional surrender of Nazi Germany on May 8,
1945. This date is known as Victory in Europe Day, or V-E Day. [Victory over Japan
Day, or V-J Day, occurred on September 2, 1945, when Imperial Japan signed the
surrender document aboard the Battleship USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay.] An estimated
40-50 million deaths occurred in World War I, making it the bloodiest conflict in history.
Some 5.6 million Poles died in the war, including nearly 3 million Jews. Further
information on the war is found in the description of a stamp issued on September 1,
2019, for the 80th anniversary of the start of the war (See Polonus Bulletin 582 in March
2021); and in the description of a stamp issued on May 8, 2015, for the 70th anniversary
of the end of the war (see Polonus Bulletin 560 in September 2015).

It is interesting to note the subtlety in how the different stamp issues from the Polish
Post have defined this event. A stamp issued in 1946 celebrated the first anniversary of
the victory. In 1955, on the 10th anniversary, a stamp was issued celebrating the
recovery of western territories. In 1965 (on the 20th anniversary), two different stamps
were issued for the anniversary of the victory and the liberation of western and northern
territories. In 1975 (on the 30th anniversary), a single stamp recognized the anniversary
of victory over fascism. Two different stamps in 1985 (on the 40th anniversary)
recognized the victory over fascism and the return of western lands to the Motherland.
In 1995 (on the 50th anniversary), a single stamp celebrated the return of western and
northern territories to the Polish state. Only since 2005 have the anniversary issues
recognized the event as the end of World War |II.

Date of Issue May 8, 2025
Sheet Format Single in Pane of 12
Printing Method Photogravure

Designer Roch Stefaniak
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Butterflies

These four different stamps, each denominated at 4.90-zt, display large, colorful species
of butterflies and moths. The first stamp depicts the greenish-yellow African moon moth
(Argema mimosa), a giant silk moth from the family Saturniidae). Found in sub-Saharan
Africa, it can measure up to 12 cm across its wingspan and up to 14 cm from its head to



the tip of its elongated tail-like hindwings. Its coloring and shape resemble a piece of
foliage. The second stamp shows the Acraea horta or garden acraea, a butterfly in the
family Nymphalidae) that is found in southern Africa. Males have a wingspan of up to 5
cm, while females are slightly larger. The males are reddish-orange in color and the
females are grey-yellow.

The third stamp shows the Charaxes protoclea, another butterfly in the family
Nymphalidae, a resident of sub-Saharan Africa. The wingspan of females measures up
to 9.5 cm, while males are significantly smaller. The male’s forewing is black and its
hindwing is black with an orange band. The female’s coloring is somewhat more
complex. The fourth stamp shows the cream-striped owl! (Cyligramma latona), a moth in
the family Noctuidae, with a wingspan up to 10 cm. The upper wings are brown, and
there is a yellowish band and a large eyespot on the forewings. It is found primarily in
western sub-Saharan Africa.

Two additional species are shown on the two official first day covers for this issue: the
Madagascan sunset moth (Chrysiridia rhipheus) and the Junonia orithya) butterfly.

Date of Issue May 9, 2025

Sheet Format 4 Different Stamps in Pane of 8
Printing Method Offset

Designer Andrzej Gosik
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International Children’s Day

This 4.90-zt stamp commemorates International Children’s Day, portraying a bright sun
with a smiling child’s face, surrounded by flowers and trees. This special day was
described in the summary for a similar stamp issued on June 1, 2024.

Date of Issue June 1, 2025
Sheet Format Single in Pane of 12
Printing Method Offset

Designer Agata Tobolczyk
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Tumskie Hill in Ptock

This Economy S (4.99-zt) stamp highlights Tumskie Hill (Wzgdrze Tumskie), also known
as Castle Hill or Cathedral Hill, a historic district within the city of Ptock in central Poland
in the Mazovian Voivodeship. The district is located atop a steep 40 to 50m high hill
overlooking the Vistula River, and encompasses an existing historic cathedral basilica, a
former Benedictine abbey (once a castle and now a museum), and various other historic
structures. In 2018, Tumskie Hill was designated by the Polish President as a Historic
Monument of Poland.

King Bolestaw | the Brave (967-1025) built the original fortifications at the river site. In
the middle ages, the Ducal Capital City of Ptock served as the administrative center of
Mazovia (Mazowsze). A diocese seat (bishopric) was established in Ptock for the
Roman Catholic Church in 1075, and a wooden church was constructed. From 1079 to
1138, during the reign of the Piast monarchs Wtadsystaw | Herman (10447-1102) and
his son Bolestaw || Wrymouth (Krzywousty) (1086-1138), Ptock was the designated
capital of Poland. It was officially granted town rights in 1237. Through the centuries, the
city experienced early economic prosperity, and then declined due to plague, fire, and
foreign invasion. In 1793, the city was annexed by Prussia during the Second Partition
of Poland, and was briefly transferred to the Duchy of Warsaw in 1807. In 1815, it
became part of Congress Poland and was later fully annexed by the Russian Empire. In
World War |, Ptlock was occupied by Germany until Poland gained its independence
in1918. After the German invasion in 1939, the city suffered many horrific tragedies, as
part of the Nazi Zichenau administrative district, and was renamed Schroéttersburg.

The famous Roman Catholic cathedral basilica at Tumskie Hill (Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Masovia) was originally constructed as an
example of Romanesque architecture sometime after 1129 following a fire that had
destroyed the town’s previous wooden church. It was a large three-nave brick structure
that was consecrated in 1144. Many years later, in 1530 another major fire required a
major reconstruction that was completed in 1534. This time it was designed in the
Renaissance style, making it the first such structure in Poland. In the late18th century,
and again in 1915, renovations were made, leading to its official designation as a Minor
Basilica in 1920. As the result of bombings in World War Il, several additional



renovations were required. It now ranks as one of the five oldest cathedral basilicas in
Poland; its adjacent Royal Chapel houses the tombs of Polish monarchs and other
historic dignitaries. The stamp shows an aerial view of the cathedral basilica and
surrounding area.

The original Gothic castle on Tumskie Hill site was completed around 1290. It was
restored by King Casimir |l the Great around 1351, but collapsed years later in 1532.
The site was then transferred to the Benedictines in 1538. They constructed a church
and monastery at the site in 1632, but it was subsequently looted and destroyed during
the Swedish-Polish wars. The facilities were reconstructed in 1705 in the Baroque style.
Unfortunately, the Prussian regime destroyed the buildings in the early 19th century
during partition. At the end of World War |, the property was returned to the
Benedictines who reconstructed the buildings again. The Benedictine abbey became
famous in the early 1930’s when one of its residents, Saint Sister Mary Faustina
Kowalska, saw an apparition of Jesus there. In 1973 the facility was renovated into a
diocesan museum. [Sources: en/wikipedia.org; maryjny.org/en/; and zabytek.pl/en/]

Date of Issue June 7, 2025

Sheet Format Single in Sheet of 100
Printing Method Photogravure
Designer Poczta Polska S.A.

Wzgdrze Tumshie
w Ptocku

9 Y

POLSKA  EKONOMICZY S
oczta Polska S.A. PWPU SA 2025 ‘

”~ F & F = ”~ a8 F = r 4 r F & ” ~ > ”~ F = ”~ ”~ ”

Cultivated Plants

This 4.90-zt stamp is part of an ongoing series on the subject of Cultivated Plants
(Rostiny uprawne) that celebrates the richness of Polish agriculture and its importance
to the Polish economy. The stamp calls our attention to the production of the crop
triticale (pszenzyto) by Polish farmers. This cereal grain was created by crossbreeding
wheat (Triticum) and rye (Secale) in order to combine the qualities of both the high yield
of wheat and the disease and environmental tolerance of rye. Triticale was created by a
botanist in Scotland in 1875. It was a sterile hybrid until the 1930’s when a method to



induce fertility was discovered using the chemical colchicine. This grain is a hybrid
variety, not a genetically engineered grain.

Poland is now the largest producer of triticale in the world, accounting for a third of
global production. The crop is used primarily for animal feed, although its use as a
human food product is slowly increasing. Other major producers are Germany, Belarus,
France, and Russia. [Sources: en.wikipedia.org; and agroberichtenbuitenland.nl]

Date of Issue June 17, 2025

Sheet Format Single in Pane of 5 with Tab
Printing Method Offset with Stochastic Raster
Designer Poczta Polska S.A.
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Pets

These four different stamps, each with attached tab, are valued at 4.90 zt. The stamps
with tabs celebrate popular domestic pets (zwierneta domowe). The first stamp depicts
a common parakeet or budgerigar (Melopsittacus undulatus), or papuga falista in

Polish. This small, long-tailed, seed-eating parrot is native to Australia. It is naturally a
nomadic species, colored green and yellow, with black, scalloped markings on its nape,
back, and wings, although its coloring in captivity has become varied. It has a lifespan of
5 to 8 years, and is able to mimic human speech. It is said to be the third most popular
pet in the world, after the dog and cat.

The second stamp displays a guinea pig (Cavia porcellus) or Swinka morska, a grass-
eating species of rodent native to the Andes region of South America that was
domesticated as livestock; its meat is known as cuy. Its coloration varies, and lifespan is
5 to 7 years. It has become popular as a pet because of its many endearing qualities,
including an ability to communicate by whistling. However, it has also been used in
biological experimentation similar to mice and rats.

The third stamp shows a Chihuahua dog (Chihuahua Canus familiaris), known in
Poland as pies rasy Chihuahua. The Chihuahua, or Spanish Chihuahueno, is a Mexican
breed of toy dog that is one of the smallest dogs in the world, weighing as little as two
pounds. There are two major varieties with either long or smooth coats. Their life
expectancy is 12 to 20 years. They are fragile and prone to injury and numerous health
problems.



The fourth stamp depicts a chameleon (Chamaeleonidae) or kameleon, an ancient
reptile consisting of about 200 species. Their natural range is in sub-Saharan Africa and
surrounding areas, especially Madagascar. They have a range of colors and many are
capable of color-shifting for camouflage and other purposes. They are primarily
insectivores, with a long, sticky tongue used with incredible speed. Their lifespan is 5 to
10 years. Their unique eyes provide nearly 360-degree vision, with each eye moving
independently. As pets, they require a specialized environment and prefer not to be
handled. They will hiss when threatened or stressed. Subsequently, a folder was issued
by the Polish Post with an imperforate block of four of these stamps.

Date of Issue June 21, 2025

Sheet Format Pane of 4 Different Stamps withTabs
Printing Method Offset

Designer Agnieszka Sancewicz

Poland See More

These two different 4.90-zt stamps, part of an ongoing series (Zobacz Wiecej), highlight
notable places in Lower Silesia (Dolny Slgsk), a region of Poland that recently



experienced flooding. The first stamp shows an oblique aerial view of the Palace of
Marianne Oranska, located in the town of Kamieniec Zgbkowicki in southeastern
Poland. It is an example of Neo-Gothic architecture, designed by Karl Friedrich
Schinkel, and constructed between 1838 and 1872 for Princess Marianne of Orange
(1810-83). She was an activist, with royal ties to both the Netherlands and Prussia. She
was the daughter of King Wilhelm | of Orange of the Netherlands and Princess
Frederica Luisa Wilhelmine of Prussia. Her husband was Prince Albrecht of Prussia,
who was also her first cousin. She was an ardent advocate for Lower Silesian culture
and industry. Interestingly, there are numerous paintings and photographs of her in the
historical record. Her palace had over 100 rooms and was surrounded by an expansive
landscape park. It was heavily damaged in World War I, and later part of its white
marble was used to construct the Congress Hall at the Palace of Culture and Science in
Warsaw. Since then, it has been restored by the Ministry of Culture and National
Heritage, and in 2013 opened to tourists. [Sources: skarbyzpodrozy.pl , and
palacmarianny.com.pl ]

The second stamp shows an illuminated scene inside the Bear Cave (Jaskinia
Niedzwiedzia) in the village of Kletno, located on the slope of Mount (Géra) Stroma, part
of the Snieznik Massif, in the Eastern Sudetes (Sudeten Mountains) that define the
border between Poland and the Czech Repubilic. It was discovered in 1966 during
mining operations in the area and further discoveries have been made since then,
expanding the scope of the cave, which is now defined as having about four km of
tunnels on three different levels. The Klesnica stream inside the cave is the primary
agent for its creation. The bones of numerous different Pleistocene (Ice Age) animals
have been discovered in the cave, including the huge (now extinct) cave bear (Ursus
spelaeus). There are hundreds of bats now habitating the cave. Since 1977, the cave
has been designated as a Nature Preserve, offering limited access to the public. A new
trail in the cave is now being defined for dedicated speleologists.

Date of Issue June 27, 2025

Sheet Format 2 Different Stamps in Pane of 8
Printing Method Offset

Designer Roch Stefaniak
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