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First Armored Division — Odyssey of Freedom

This 4.90-zt stamp is one more in a series of several issues that celebrate the heroic
and highly successful exploits of Polish General Stanistaw Maczek and his First
Armored Division (Dywizja Pancerna) in World War Il. On October 26, 2019, a stamp
was issued to highlight the 75th anniversary of the liberation of the city of Breda in
Holland from German occupation by Maczek and his troops (see the description of that
stamp in the Polonus Bulletin 582 of March 2021). Since then, the stamps of April 30,
2024, August 20, 2024, February 28, 2025, and this stamp have also recognized
Maczek and the First Armored Division. An earlier stamp issued on September 1, 1986,
recognized Col. Maczek at the Battle of Jordanow. Jan Niebrzydowski’s articles in
Polonus Bulletins 550 (March 2013), 551 (May 2013), 597 (March 2025), and 598 (June
2025) provide an in-depth analysis of the exploits of Maczek’s First Armored Division.

It is obvious that the general and his troops engender a great sense of pride in the
Polish people because of both their heroism and remarkable success in helping defeat
Nazi Germany in World War Il. All of the recent commemorative stamp issues on them,
including this one, have been printed in a téte béche format.

Date of Issue August 7, 2025
Sheet Format Single in Pane of 12
Printing Method Offset

Designer Agata Tobolczyk
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Polish Madonnas

These two different 5.80-zt stamps are part of an ongoing series that display many of
the numerous historic Madonna icons found in Poland. The first stamp shows Our Lady
of Consolation, now located in the modern Marian Church of Saints Peter and Paul in
the village of Lososina Dolna in Nowy Sgcz County, Lesser Poland Voivodeship, in
southern Poland; the church dates to the 1960’s. The painting was previously housed in
an historic wooden church of the same name in the village that was relocated to the
Sadecki Ethnographic Park in nearby Nowy Sgcz in 2003. The restored tempera
painting portrays Mary and Jesus in the Byzantine-Ukrainian Hodegetria style — a
depiction of the Theotokos Virgin Mary who cradles Jesus on her left arm and gestures
toward him with her right arm, thus suggesting the way to salvation for all. Mary wears a
dark blue gown with headpiece and Jesus wears a gray gown. There are presently
efforts for a diocesan coronation of the icon. Over 20 other different paintings of Our
Lady of Consolation in Poland have been crowned. This distinction has also been given



to numerous namesake icons in various other nations worldwide. The title Our Lady of
Consolation is strongly linked to the Augustinian Order.

The second stamp shows Our Lady of Tears (or Weeping) from Dzierzgdw, located
above the main altar at the Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the
village of Dzierzgow, Radkéw Gmina, Wioszczowa County, Swietokrzyskie
Voivodeship, in south-central Poland. [Note: the name Dzierzgow is also used to
describe places in Lowicz County, £6dz Voivodeship, in central Poland; and in Myslibor
County, West Pomeranian Voivodeship, in northwestern Poland.] This painting also
portrays Mary and Jesus in the Byzantine-Ukrainian Hodegetria style. Mary wears an
elegant dark red gown with a headpiece and an underlying blue shirt; Jesus wears a
brown and gold gown over a white shirt. Two angels at the top corners of the painting
wear red. Since the painting first arrived at the church in 1651, it has allegedly shown
Mary weeping on several occasions beginning in 1664. The historian and poet
Wespazjan Kochowski has described this phenomenon. The official first day cover for
this stamp was issued in the nearby town of Wtoszczowa.

Date of Issue August 14, 2025
Sheet Format Two Different Panes of 9
Printing Method Photogravure

Designer Joanna Fleszar-Haspert









100 Years of Polish Radio

The centennial of Polskie Radio (PR), Poland’s national public radio, is celebrated on
this 4.90-zt stamp which features PR’s logo. Founded in August 1925 by Zygmunt
Chamiec and Tadeusz Sutowski, PR received a monopoly license as a limited-liability
company to broadcast radio programs throughout Poland. Regular broadcasting from
Warsaw began in April 1926; its first broadcast was devoted to the music of Chopin. PR
later expanded operations to nine regional stations until the German-Soviet invasion in
September 1939. The invading authorities then banned Poles from listening to radio, so
PR resorted to clandestine operations during the war. Following World War I, the
communist government revived PR as a propaganda tool. After the establishment of the
Third Polish Republic, PR was divided into 19 independent companies in December
1992, and a year later it became a single joint stock company of the State Treasury,
continuing to expand its operations. It now features a variety of national broadcast
channels emphasizing different themes; as well as various other commercial and local
stations, and also broadcasts online and via mobile phone apps.

The national elections of 2023 resulted in a new coalition government replacing the
former conservative government of the Law and Justice Party (PiS). In December 2023,
the new Minister of Culture and National Heritage placed PR in liquidation following
President Andrzej Duda’s veto of public media financing. In January 2024 PR began
liquidating its library. The intent of the new government’s action is to restructure and
depoliticize the various state media, allowing them to continue to operate under new
management while reforms are instituted to restore impartiality in the media. This move
has sparked legal challenges and criticism from the political opposition. Thus, the future
of PR’s staffing and operations is now somewhat uncertain. Its present chairman (and
liquidator) is Pawet Majcher. [Sources: (1) pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polskie Radio & (2)
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2023_Polish_public_media_crisis]
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Printing Method Offset
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Fruits of Our Orchards

These four different stamps, each valued at 4.90 zi, highlight fruit varieties grown in
Poland’s traditional home orchards, as distinct from production from large commercial
orchards. The four varieties shown are considered as a valuable cultural heritage and
are protected by various agri-environmental programs. The National Research Institute
in Skierniewice maintains and protects over 1,000 genotypes, most of which are old
apple varieties.

The first stamp depicts the Jabtorn Malinowa Oberlandzka (Oberland Raspberry apple),
a variety also known as the Liveland/Livland apple, Lowland raspberry apple, or Red
Cheek apple. It is a hardy, old heirloom variety from the Baltic region, known for its
sweet, mildly tart, juicy flesh with a distinct raspberry aroma, and often with pink streaks
under its light green/yellow skin. It is an early season soft fruit that doesn’t store well. It
originated in the Livland (Livonia) Governate province of the Russian Empire (now
Estonia and Latvia) in the early 1800’s.

The second stamp shows the Wisnia Szklanka Polska (Polish Glass cherry), also
known as the Wisnia Szklanka Podwdjna (Polish Double Glass cherry). It is an old
domestic cherry variety known for its light, colorless juice, and famous for its low
susceptibility to frost damage and disease.

The third stamp displays the Grusza Faworytka (Favorite or Common/European pear),
also known as Klapsa pear. It is scientifically identified as Pyrus communis L. Clapp’s



Favorite. It is an early ripening pear variety that was bred in 1860 in Dorchester,
Massachusetts, by Thaddeus Clapp as a seedling of the Flamandka (Flemish Beauty)
and Williams’ Bon Cretien (or Bonkrata) varieties.

The fourth stamp depicts the Sliwa Wegierka Zwykta (Common Hungarian plum), also
known as the Szatmari Szilva or Damson plum. It is a flavorful variety, adopted from the
Szatmar region of northeastern Hungary, and now used in many traditional Polish
cooking recipes. It likely originated in Asia Minor and was adopted in Europe in the mid-
17" century. Within this variety, there are many types with differing ripening times, used
for alternative cooking purposes.

The margin of the pane displays the flowers of these fruit trees. The images on the
stamps are based on the photos of Grzegorz Hodun, an expert in horticulture from the
National Research Institute in Skierniewice.

Date of Issue August 27, 2025
Sheet Format 4 Different Stamps in Pane of 8
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