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19th International Fryderyk Chopin Piano Competition

This 4.90-zt stamp celebrates the famous international Fryderyk Chopin piano
competition held on October 2-23, 2025, at the National Philharmonic in Warsaw. The
previous 17th and 18th competitions were also recognized by the Polish Post and
described in Polonus Bulletins 563 (June 2016) and 590 (June 2023).

The 2025 competition drew a record 645 applicants from around the world. Following a
preliminary round in April and May in which 162 candidates were selected, a total of 85
pianists were chosen to perform on the main stage. Only pianists born between 1995
and 2009 were eligible to participate. The competition proceeded through three solo
stages, after which eleven pianists advanced to the final. Each of the finalists then
performed the Polonaise-Fantaisie in A-flat major, Op. 61, and one of Chopin’s
concertos. Music Lover Zones (Strefy Melomana, sponsored by Orlen, the Polish oil
company) were set up in Warsaw and six other cities for audiences to watch and listen
to live broadcasts of the competition. There was also a multimedia laser show set to
Chopin’s music at the Polish Army Stadium.

Eric Lu of the United States was declared the winner of the 60,000-Euro first prize. He is
a graduate of the Curtis Institute in Philadelphia. The 2025 competition was of special
significance because it marked the beginning of the competition’s centenary
celebrations. Future plans for the 2027 anniversary include a festival in Warsaw
featuring past prize winners. The stamp features a silhouette of Chopin designed by
Marcin Wtadyka for the competition. The tab in the pane of stamps shows the Roman
numeral XIX transitioning into part of a piano keyboard.

Date of Issue October 2, 2025
Sheet Format Single in Pane of 5 with Tab
Printing Method Offset + Stochastic Register

Designer Agata Tobolczyk
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XXIll Convention of Polish Philatelic Union

This 12-zt stamp marks the 23rd Convention of the Polish Philatelic Union (Polski
Zwigzek Filatelistow or PZF), Poland’s primary and official philatelic organization. (For
background information on the PZF, see the Polonus Bulletin that describes the
September 30, 2025, stamp for the PZF’s 75th anniversary.) 12 ztotych is the current
rate for a 509 letter from Poland to Asia, Central America, and South America.

The 23rd anniversary convention of the PZF was held in the village of Warlity Wielkie
(German: Wargliten) on Lake Szelgg Wielki in the scenic Masurian Lake District of
northern Poland. The village is located within the administrative district of Gmina
Ostréda, Ostréda County, Warmian-Masurian Voivodeship. It is situated about 20 miles
west of the city of Olsztyn and about 80 miles southeast of Gdansk. The scenic area
around the village supports a wide array of public outdoor recreational activities,
including rafting, kayaking, and canoeing, as well as hiking and nature activities.

The Taborska Pine Nature Reserve (Rezerwat Przyrody Taborska Sosna), a 95-ha
protected area since 1957, is located near the village. The Taborska Reserve is famous
for its towering Scots pine (Pinus sylvestri) trees, a unique ecotype historically prized for
shipbuilding. Some of the trees are over 200 years old, reaching a height of up to 40
meters, and are characterized by branchless, straight trunks. The stamp shows an
oblique view of the village and immediate surroundings, as well as a magnifying glass
that enlarges the landscape, and also suggests the curiosity and precision of
philatelists; a PZF pin and a PZF wax seal are also shown to further emphasize the
philatelic theme.



Date of Issue October 3, 2025

Sheet Format Numbered SS

Printing Method Offset + Stochastic Register
Designer Agnieszka Sancewicz
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800 Years of History of St. Mary’s Basilica in Krakéw

This 5.80-zt stamp celebrates the Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
now officially designated as a basilica and colloquially known as St. Mary’s Church
(Késcidt Mariacki), located on Mariacki Square on the northeast corner of the Main
Square in Old Town Krakoéw. Construction of the church began in the late 13th century
on the foundation of a former Romanesque church that dated to 1221-2, but had been
destroyed during the Tatar Invasion. St. Mary’s Church is a brick Gothic structure
consecrated around 1320. Over the centuries, the church has undergone numerous
modifications.

The church underwent a major modification during the reign of Casimir Ill the Great. An
extended single-aisle presbytery was constructed and tall windows were added. (Only
three of those stained glass windows have been preserved. The remainder today date
to the late19th century, created by Stanistaw Wyspianski and J6zef Mehoffer.) The
modifications were completed in 1397; and in the early 15" century, side chapels were
added.

Today’s main wooden altar in the church dates to 1477-89, sculpted by Veit Stoss (Wit
Stwosz). It is a late Gothic masterpiece and a Polish national treasure. The altar is a
pentaptych that displays iconographic biblical events; it is13 m high and 11 m wide.



Sections of the altar have been shown on several Polish philatelic issues in 1935, 1956,
1960, and 1975.

The 16th century saw stalls under canopies constructed on both sides of the presbytery.
In the 18th century, the church was modified with Baroque aesthetics under the
direction of Francesco Placidi in an effort to imitate features in the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher in Jerusalem.

The church cemetery was deconstructed in the early 19th century and its former
grounds are now part of the main Market Square. In the late 19th century, Tadeusz
Stryjenski coordinated an interior transformation to a Neo-Gothic look, adding
polychrome art and stained glass by Jan Matejko and others. (The tab in the pane of
stamps shows a polychrome by Matejko from the church’s presbytery. And the margin
of the pane shows a polychrome angel from Antoni Tuck, also found in the church.) The
present main wooden entrance door was sculpted by Karol Hukan in 1929. In 1978, the
church was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Beginning in the 1990’s, the
church was again renovated, including a replacement roof in 2003. Various other
renovations have continued in the years since.

The facade of the church has two towers. The taller north tower is 82 m high and is
commonly identified as the Bugle Call Tower. It is crowned with a Gothic cupola from
1478, made by Maciej Heringk; the cupola has an octagonal pointed steeple surrounded
by a ring of eight smaller towers. A plaintive bugle call (hejnal mariacki) is played hourly
from the tower and broadcast on radio throughout Poland at noon each day. The bugle
call recognizes an event in the middle ages when the tower served as the city’s
watchtower. The sentry’s bugle call announced important events, such as the opening
and closing of the city gates, outbreaks of fires, and impending attacks from outside.
Legend claims that during an attack by Tatar invaders in 1241, a bugler was fatally shot
through the neck by an arrow while announcing an incoming invasion. To this day, the
bugler’s call ends abruptly in memory of the fallen sentry.

The shorter south tower is 69 m high, and houses a church bell cast by Kacper Koerber
in 1736. It has a late Renaissance cupola made in 1592, composed of a dome set on an
octagonal drum and crowned with an openwork lighthouse, along with four smaller
cupolas in the corners. [Source: mariacki.com/en]

A limited edition reprint of this stamp was subsequently issued for collectors in
perforated and imperforate souvenir sheets with the denominations obliterated.

Date of Issue October 18, 2925
Sheet Design Pane of 5 Stamps with Tab
Printing Method Offset with Stochastic Register

Designer Joanna Fleszar-Haspert
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Fantastic Worlds

These four stamps, each valued at 5.80-z, feature the art of painter and sculptor
Wojciech Kazimierz (Wojtek) Siudmak (1942-), whose work blends science, philosophy,
and surreal imagination. Siudmak was born in Wielun, a town destroyed by Nazi
bombing in World War Il, a tragedy he experienced in his youth that has likely
influenced his artistic work. Following the war, he migrated to France, where he
continues to reside. His artistry has been used extensively as illustrations in science
fiction and fantasy literature, as well as on musical album covers. He is considered a
prominent figure in the genre of fantastic realism. His artwork blends surrealistic
elements with naturalistic depictions. He shares with Salvador Dali an incredible skill in
producing illusions of three-dimensional space. [Sources: dailyartmagazine.com; and
culture.pl/en...]

The first stamp displays Energy in a gold color as a vision of force and motion. It depicts
a muscular male figure standing in a circle. The second stamp shows Moment of
Stillness, a contemplative scene of frozen time. It portrays a beautiful angelic female
figure seated in space. The third stamp depicts Energy Playing with an Electron, a
playful take on science and matter, where energy takes on a nearly human form. In a
gold color, it highlights another beautiful angelic female figure. The fourth stamp shows
Eternal Love, an allegory of love in blue transcending time and space. It shows two
lovers about to kiss. The two official first day covers feature another example of
Siudmak’s work entitled Meeting of Two Shores in black and white. An imperforate
block of these stamps was later released for philatelists in a special limited edition
folder.

Date of Issue October 27, 2025
Sheet Format Pane of 4 Different Stamps
Printing Method Offset

Designer Roch Stefaniak
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