
January thru March 2026 New Issues 
Polonus Bulletin 
 
 
34th Finale of the Great Orchestra of Christmas Charity 
 
This 4.90-zł stamp is one more in a series of issues that promote the Great Orchestra of 
Christmas Charity (Wielka Orkiestra Świątecznej Pomocy or WOŚP). [See the most 
recent stamp issues of December 2024 and January 2025; January 2016, and January 
2015, as well as earlier issues.] This year’s annual charitable event, organized by Jerzy 
Owsiak and Barbara Kasperek of the WOŚP Foundation, had a stated goal of 
supporting the diagnosis and treatment of gastrointestinal diseases in children. The 
stamp features a multi-colored DNA strand. Stamps in the pane are printed in a tête-
bêche format. (NFT digital versions of the stamp were also released – 34 copies 
perforated and 34 copies imperforate – sold at auction in support of the charity.) 
 
The massive event on January 25, 2026, was supported by over 120,000 volunteers 
dispensing red stickers (both tangible and virtual) at over 1,600 collection centers in 
Poland (and 24 other countries) to acknowledge all donations. The main festival 
headquarters and broadcasting stage were set up in Warsaw. In addition, numerous 
online auctions and other special events supported the campaign, beginning in 
December. 
 
In 1993, Jerzy Zbigniew Owsiak (also known as Jurek Owsiak) founded WOŚP together 
with Lidia Niedźwiedzka-Owsiak (his wife) and Bohdan Maruszewski (pediatric cardiac 
surgeon). The idea for the charitable foundation dates back to Owsiak’s radio program 
in 1992 that sought help for dying Polish children. His career has not been without 
occasional controversy. Over the years, the annual charity events have raised over 2.6 
billion złoty for the purchase of nearly 81,000 different types of medical equipment. 
 
Date of Issue   January 25, 2026 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 12 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer Jerzy Owsiak & Barbara Kasperek 
 



 
 
 
 



Polish Olympic Team for the XXV Winter Games in Milan-Cortina 2016 
 
This Priority B (5.80-zł) stamp honors the Polish Olympic Team that participated in the 
XXV Winter Games in Italy on February 6-22, 2026. The team consisted of 59 athletes 
who participated in 12 different sports, and finished in 21st place overall, winning four 
medals – three silver and one bronze. The three silver medalists were Kasper 
Tomasiak, Vladimir Semirunniy, and Pawel Wąsek, winning respectively in ski jumping, 
speed skating–10,000 m, and the ski jumping team competition. 
 
The stamp features overlapping silhouettes of Polish athletes representing speed 
skating (Kaja Ziomek-Nogal), alpine skiing (Maryna Gąsienica-Daniel), and the biathlon 
(Konrad Badacz). The composition reflects the movement, speed, and intensity of the 
athletes, based on photographs from the Polish Olympic Committee. 
 
Date of Issue   February 6, 2026 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 9 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Poczta Polska S.A. 
 

 
 
 



175 Years of the Archeological Museum in Kraków 
 
This Priority B (5.80-zł) stamp celebrates the founding anniversary of the Archeological 
Museum in Kraków, the oldest such institution in Poland. The museum was founded in 
1850 as the Museum of Antiquity by members of the Kraków Scientific Society. The 
museum immediately began gathering artifacts from private collections donated by 
Poland’s noble families. It now contains over 500,000 different archeological finds, some 
dating back to the Paleolithic period. There are five permanent exhibitions in the 
museum: (1) Gods of Ancient Egypt, (2) Prehistoric Pottery, (3) Garden of Ceramics, (4) 
Prehistory and Early Middle Ages in Lesser Poland (Małopolska), and (5) Carts of 
Bronocice. The museum building, located in Kraków’s Old Town (Stare Miastro), was 
once a 14th century fortress and medieval palace identified as the Lubomirski Palace. In 
the 17th century, it was transformed into a Carmelite monastery, and two centuries later, 
it became an infamous Austrian prison during the Partitions of Poland, before becoming 
a museum. 
 
This elongated stamp (76.5 mm high) depicts the somewhat controversial Zbruch Idol, 
an 8.8-ft-tall grey limestone statue with four faces that is on display at the museum. It 
has long been alleged to represent the Slavic pagan god Svetovid (Światowid) from the 
9th or 10th century. The statue was discovered in1848 buried in a dry riverbed of the 
Zbruch River (a left tributary of the Dniester River), in a small village in the Miodobony 
region, then within Galicia, and now part of the western Ukraine (Ternopol Oblast). Over 
the years, the statue has alternatively been alleged to be Turkic rather than Slavic in 
origin. And a recent in-depth study has suggested that the statue is actually a 19th 
century fake produced by Tymon Zaborowski. Thus, it remains uncertain what the statue 
actually represents. The museum also houses the Bronocice Pot from 3635-3370 BC, a 
ceramic vase incised with an image alleged to show the earliest known wheeled vehicle. 
The stamp was issued in both perforated and imperforate formats. 
 
Date of Issue   February 18, 2026 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 6 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Joanna Fleszar-Haspert 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



XIV Winter Paralympic Games in Milan-Cortina 2026 
 
This Priority B (5.80-zł) stamp honors the Polish Paralympic Team that participated in 
the XIV Winter Games in Italy on March 6-15, 2026. The team consisted of just nine 
athletes participating in four different winter disability sports. They placed 21st overall, 
with two medals (a silver and a bronze), both won by Michał Gołaś (with his guide 
Kasper Walas) in the Para alpine skiing-Men’s slalom and the Giant slalom (both events 
for the visually impaired). Poland joined several other countries in boycotting the 
opening ceremony at the Games in protest of the inclusion of Russian and Belarusian 
athletes by the International Paralympic Committee. 
 
The 2026 Games mark the 50th anniversary of the event that now includes six sports, 
with each featuring multiple subcategories, based on different levels and types of 
disability.  
 
The stamp shows Para-Nordic skiing athletes showcasing different techniques in the 
sport, based on photos from the Polish Paralympic Committee: Sit-skiing (Krzysztof 
Plewa) and standing running without poles (Witold Skupien). In addition, the official first 
day cover shows Aneta Kobryn skiing with her guide Bartłomiej Puto. 
 
Date of Issue   March 6, 2026 
Sheet Format   Single in Pane of 9 
Printing Method   Offset 
Designer    Roch Stefaniak 
 



 


