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Dear Polonus Members,

With winter winding down (in some places!), | hope you had some extra
time to work on your collections. How many of you look at eBay? | like to
do so at least every other day to check out “Poland stamps/covers” to see
what is there. | continue to find so many fakes and forgeries on eBay.
Undoubtedly, there are those spend their time manufacturing all sorts of
crazy items and unsuspecting dealers who simply do not know better and
randomly put stuff on line. If the axiom “let the buyer beware” was ever
true, it certainly applies to eBay listings. | hope to have in an upcoming
Bulletin more comments on fakes and forgeries as well as “expert marks”
found on eBay. Here is just a small sample of recent lots on eBay:

[ . .
\DEUTSCHES REICH] Figure 1. What a great tete-beche pair,
which, of course does not exist!




figure 2 (left). An inverted “10” on the Gniezno
issue. The seller claims it is listed for $20,000 in
Scott (false) and has it listed for S8000, reduced to
$4000. Not bad for a stamp that does not exist.

Berlin 0 112

Figure 3. This cover takes some explanation. Mr. Heinze was the postmaster in
Gniezno. When the overprinted stamps were all used, he decided to make his
own overprinted stamps. He fabricated covers such as this one (I have another
similar cover) and cancelled the stamps with a backdated circular date stamp,
then sent the covers to his daughter who worked in the Berlin post office. She
then applied a Berlin postmark to the back of his covers. Have to admit, these
covers look very good, but are total fabrications. This lot had 31 bids and sold
for $240.00. Ignorance is bliss! | hope it was not a Polonus member who
bought it.




Bottom line, NEVER, NEVER, NEVER buy a Gniezno or Krakow stamp or cover that
is not signed by a recognized expert. When in doubt, write to the chairman or
president for a consultation. If there is a “Filatelia Krakow”, “Filatelia Lwow”,
Richter (always at a diagonal on the back)’, a Lions head, most “Mikstein’s,
straight line or script” or other strange marks, run away for them, you or your
heirs will get burned!

Have a contribution for the Newsletter, send to, jmazepa@comcast.net or
aurushima@yahoo.com

My Favorite Cover...
Submitted by Jim Deline.

Above are scans of front and back of one of my (many) favorite covers. It is
a COD postal money order card from the early period of the Austrian part of
the newly formed country. It is franked with the 70h PKL stamp, mailed
March 6, 1919 from Teschen, sent to Kolin CSR. The reverse doesn’t have
any unusual markings, additional stamps etc. For this reason, for the
purposes of the newsletter, including the reverse may not be that
informative for the readers.

Things | like about the cover:



Any on cover usage of the 70h stamp is unusual. In this case, it is
exactly the franking required, so is a single franking. Fischer | has
a table listing single franking use of PKL stamps. It lists the 70h
stamp with a value of 180zl. This | believe underestimates the true
value of such a usage. Just my opinion.

The 70h stamp was released for usage on March5, so this is an
early usage, the day following its release.

| am intrigued by the cancellation. In addition to the CDS cancel,
there are successive curved lines (13, | believe) both above and
below the CDS cancel. They stop approximately at the left and
right sides of the right hand portion of the COD card, suggesting
that this type of cancel may be designed only for the use for COD
postal money order cards.

Questions | have about the cover:

Franking — | have few usages of COD items in early Second
Republic, and am unsure about franking. Using Zbierski’s terrific
book of rates, there is a table for COD charges on page 122.
Table 9.1.1 lists COD charge as 10h. However charges for postal
money orders within Poland are listed on page 106. Table 7.1.2.
lists charges for postal money orders as 70h for >10k — 100k for
this time period. Presumably this is the correct charge, as listed in
this table?

| feel uncertain about the actual process of a COD postal money
order. Would the sender be a business of some sort, sending this
card as a way to collect 35k 25h in payment for a purchase or
service rendered? So instead of the recipient going to the post
office for receipt of payment when receiving a postal money order,
would they go to the post office and pay this amount? Perhaps the
sender is paid by the post office when the money order is
purchased; the post office then recoups its money from recipient. It
seems more likely that the post office would not want responsibility
to collect the money, in the event of the recipient no longer living
there or unwilling to pay. In that case, once the money is collected,
perhaps the money is then sent to the sender, or the sender is
notified of a successful transaction, then goes to the PO for
reimbursement.

This raises the question of the reason for printing a 70h PKL
stamp.



Internal rates at this time were: postcard — 15h; letter to 20gm -
25h; second 20gm - 15h; registration rate — 25h. So reg letter
<20gm — 50h; reg letter 20-40gm 65h

Foreign rates: postcard — 30h; letter<20gm — 50h; 2" 20gm — 30h;
reg. fee — 25h. So a letter weighing 20 to 40gr would be 80h; reg
letter<20gm 75h.

Higher denomination stamps were printed for use on larger items,
packages, and the like. | suspect that was the purpose of the 1k
stamp. But 70h seems an odd choice. It seems like a stretch that it
was released for use on money orders between 10 and 100k? It
would be interesting to hear the opinions of other Polonus
members about this.

Phun in Pholish Filately...
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Here is a set | bet few, if anyone else, has, the rare (©') “Polish Antarctic
Territory” stamps. These were created by Polonus member Jim Czyl who
has since past on. Somehow, | suspect they were not valid for postage! As
you can see, they come both perf and imperf. Keep your eyes open,
philately of the Antarctic is very popular ! (JPM)



Postmark Enhancement Website

One of our members was looking for ways to visually "enhance" the
cancellation on stamps. He tried using both long-wave and short-wave
ultraviolet light to no avail. In his search he came across this phenomenal
FREE website that does just what he was looking for: https://www.postmark-
reveal.com/

You should try it out, you'll be amazed! The last two scans show the regular
stamps and an enhanced version created by the website where the
cancellation is much easier to read. The site will show you as many as 50+
different versions of your stamp! We tried it and it works!

Polonus News.......

POLONUS ANNUAL MEETING AT WESTPEX

Our annual meeting for 2023 in San Francisco at WESTPEX is right around
the corner. WESTPEX will occur from April 28-30, 2023 at the San
Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront Hotel. We have over 50 frames of
award winning exhibits of Polish philately being shown by Polonus
members commiteed and are fortunate to have our past President, Ed
Andrews as one of the esteemed jury members.

There will be a number of Polonus events in conjunction with the

show. Please check the show website or program for exact times and
locations. On Friday, April 28 Ron Klimley will present a seminar on
“Poland Hyperinflation” That night we have been invited by the Collectors
Club of San Francisco and the Collectors Club of New York to their annual
dinner where our Chairman. Dr James Mazepa will present “The United
States Overrun Country Series 1943-1944: The Stamps go to War”

On Saturday we will have our annual meeting followed by a seminar
presented by Dr. James Mazepa.Those of us in attendance are invited to
attend the palmares banquet where he hope to take home some top prizes!
Sunday will conclude our events with a tour of the Polonus exhibits.



Throughout the show we will have our Polonus Society table and, most
importantly, will have a nightly hospitality suite so everyone can socialize
with fellow members in attendance. Come join us!

Thomas Bienosek to present at APS summer Seminar

The American Philiatelic Society will hold it's 2023 Summer Seminar in
Philately. June 12 -15, 2023. This informative session will include a
session on Poland presented by our board member Thomas Bieniosek! Per
the course catalog... “You will leave this course with the ability to; read
inscriptions on Polish stamps, describe the various eras of Polish philately,
recognize some of the more common forgeries, make sense of Polish
specialized catalogs, use the resources of the American Philatelic
Research Library, detail Polonia as a topical subject, and much, much
more!” See the APS website at www.stamps.org for more information.

--Dr. James Mazepa, RDP



