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Dear Polonus Members,

Reminiscences...As | was thinking about a subject to write about for this Newsletter,
it occurred to me Polonus has been around since 1939, that’s 84 years. Quite
impressive for a philatelic specialist organization. Then paging through some old
Polonus Bulletins, | ran across another year that was a significant mile stone, 1971.
In August 1971 Sophia Jean Goginski accepted my hand in marriage and in
September 1971 | joined the Polonus Philatelic Society. Is there a connection? |
best leave that alone!

In 1971 Polonus was a local Chicago organization of about 300 members with only
about one-third residing outside of the Chicago area. At this time Polonus meet
twice a month at Doug Weiss’ stamp store on Harlem Avenue. One member would
always bring several dozen paczki to the meeting. While there were many members
who had immigrated after World War Two, most seemed to be second-generation
Poles who had not just an interest in stamp collecting, but a keen intellectual
interest and appreciation of historical events that shaped the Polish State and how
these were documented through philately. Polonus held an annual exhibition,
POLPEX, and this was a major philatelic exhibition in the Chicago area along with
CHICAGOPEX and COMPEX. But as this generation of Polonus members moved to
warmer climates or passed away, so did some of the original reasons to be a
member of Polonus passed also.

These changes prompted the Polonus Board to recognize Polonus had much to
offer to the broader Polish community and thus became a concentrated effort to
make Polonus a national and international organization. Success was slow, but
because of dynamic leadership Polonus emerged as the center of English-speaking
Polish philately. However, this alone did not guarantee Polonus’ survival. A crisis
emerged in the 1990s when many Polish philatelic groups were collapsing because
of dwindling membership, and Polonus was no exception. Polonus was at a low



point in the early 2000s and was struggling to survive. Again, because of the
dedicated leadership of a few, Polonus managed. Unfortunately, by the summer
of 2022 the “hand-writing” was on the wall, we were a failing organization due to
a drop in membership which meant a drop in finances, and poor and inconsistent
communications with the members via the Bulletin and web site. | tell you this (see
my message in Bulletin #587 and Newsletter #1) because this last year has been a
“Polish Spring” for our Society. In the next Bulletin you can read about the
successful Annual Meeting in San Francisco. You see the improved Bulletin and
soon to be updated website. Every member of the newly elected Board is actively
contributing and “thinking outside of the box” with new ideas. | am truly and
realistically proud of the accomplishments of this last year, and there is more to
come. BTW, Jean and | are still married and I still collect Polish stamps.

--Dr. James Mazepa, RDP

My Favorite Cover...
Contributed by Andrew Urushima
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As a follow up to my Polish Ski Jumping article (Bulletin 588- Jan 2023), here is
one of my favorite covers that made it to the cutting room floor! This cover from
the 1939 FIS World Skiing Championship issue features of the four of the FIS issue



on a large registered cover posted to Rozwadow in southeast Poland. The 25c
and 30c values are tied by the special FIS (Federation Internationale de Ski) cancel
used during the competition. It ranks as my favorite due to the hand drawn
illustrated cachet inspired from the design of the stamp featuring a mountaineer
in traditional folk clothing.

EBay’s Rogues of Polish Philately

eBay is a great marketplace for stamps but as always, buyer beware! We will continue to
list some of our top "Rogues" for you to look out for. When in doubt, contact a

member of the Board. And again, only buy from a reputable dealer or auction
house and don’t be afraid to ask for a certificate. Protect yourself and your heirs!

The Gnienzo issue continues to be at the top of eBay’s rogues list. Here again are
the “5” and “10” with inverted overprints. While the “5” inverted does exist, the
immediate give away here is it is the wrong position as seen by the selvage at the
right (fig.1). Figure 2 is the reverse side of each with several unknown fake
“expert” signatures. Note the script “Mikstein” fake, often placed at the middle-
bottom of stamps. Yours for only $125.00! Don’t be fooled by the statement
“signed”. Mickey Mouse can sign the back of a stamp.
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A fantastic Krakow letter is offered, figure 3, but it has multiple problems. It is
franked with 2 kronen + 40 heller stamps; the 2 Kronen with a BLUE overprint (!)
and a partial blue WARSZAWA (why?) ties the registry label. The dealer is kind
enough to tell us it is a fake, but still asked $107.00, reduced to $97.00. Please
explain to me why anyone would pay so much for a fake?

Figure 3

Poland back-of-the-book gets a lot of attention from the fakers. The Figure 4 is
the non-existant Polish occupation of Kowel with a RED overprint. Also here is a
beautiful cover from the First Polish Korp. of General Dowbor-Musnicki. Only
$47.00, not bad for a S500 cover (if real) (fig 5). Fake overprinted stamps are the
most common because they are the easiest to fake.

Figure 4 — Kowel “red” Overprint



Figure 5 — First Polish Korp. cover

What the “heller” is going on!

When Poland became independent on November 11, 1918, the postal
administrations in the north continued to use the German fenig and mark and the
postal administrations in the southern part of Poland used the Austrian heller and
kronen. These currencies were not on par, 1 mark = 1.75 kronen. There was a
period between December 16, 1918 and January 8, 1919, when there was a
temporary increase of postal rates in the south to compensate for the difference in
currencies.

To complicate matters, during this time in South Poland (Lublin Administration), in
addition to two Austrian issues that were overprinted into Polish stamps (Sc. 27-
40), the remainders of the occupation stamps of Austria and Bosnia-Herzegovina
which were denominated in heller and kronen were valid. On January 17, 1919, the
Polish Bank deemed the currencies on par. However, the stamps of Austria and
Bosnia-Herzegovina ceased to be valid.

But the fenig/mark and heller/kronen currencies continued to be used, so the
Polish Post issued two identical sets of stamps on January 17, 1919, , one for the
north in fenigs and marks (Sc. 81-108) and one for the south in heller and kronen



(Sc. 109-132). Because the currencies were equal, either values could be used
throughout the country.

On August 5, 1919, someone in Warsaw used a 15 heller stamp instead of a 15 fenig
stamp to mail this post card. The postal clerk crossed out the heller stamp with a
red “X” and noted postage due (Pobrac¢) with the correct double indemnity of 30
fenig. But another clerk recognized the stamps were equal and crossed out the
postage due and sent the card on its way to Nagotowica (figure 6).

Finally, in October 1920 the Polish Bank and made the Polish (not the German)
Mark and fenig the national currency. This lasted until May 1, 1924, when Poland
switched to the Gold Standard and the currency and stamps were now
denominated in Zloty and groszy.

Figure 6 — 15 heller/fenig card

Polonus News.......
POLONUS ANNUAL MEETING AT WESTPEX
Polonus held our annual meeting and exhibition at WESTPEX 2023. Polonus was

well represented with 11 Exhibits with 59 frames. This represented over a
quarter of the show's frames which was the most of any participating society. In



total Polonus members hit the gold rush and earned 9 Large Golds and Golds as
well as many society awards!

Leading the gold rush was Wiestla Kosta’s exhibit “Kingdom of Poland - Study of
Rates for Stampless Mail 1815-1871” won wona Large Gold, and more
importantly, was awarded Westpex Reserve Grand and Polonus’ Grand Award for
Best Multi-Frame Exhibit. In the single frame exhibits Ronald J. Klimley’s “The
1924 Polish currency redenomination - from the Polish Mark to the Groszy”
earned a Large Gold and the Polonus President’s Award for Best Single Frame
Exhibit. Both the Polonus Grand Award and President’s award were hand crafted
& decorated wood boxes. Along with many special society awards, each of the
Polonus exhibitors earned a special Polish medal.

The exhibition also included Court of Honor exhibits from Dr. James Mazepa and
Dr. Edwin Andrews. Andrews was also one of the distinguished panel of judges
for the exhibition. The full palmares can be downloaded from www.westpex.com

The show was a resounding success! In total we had 14 members in attendance
with members joining us from Australia, Colorado, Pennsylvania, New York,
Florida and Ohio. We were also pleased to have our new Bulletin editor, Mark
Maestrone join us from San Diego. Along with meeting up with members old and
new at our table, we most importantly, hosted those in attendance as well as
many guests in our hospitality suite with Polish snacks and plenty of

Zubrovka! We are looking forward to doing this again at our next annual meeting
in 2024 at GASS in Hartford, Connecticut. A full report will appear in the next
Bulleting.

Great America Stamp Show in Cleveland

For those of you in the area, please attend the Great American Stamp Show in
Cleveland, OH from August 10-13. Though Polonus will not have a formal meeting
at the show, many members will be in attendance. On Sunday 8/13, Ron Klimley
will present “First Day Covers of the 1966 Millennium Issue” based on his research
and his exhibit that earned a Large Gold at WESTPEX.  Our Bulletin is entered in
the Literature competition as well as Ron Klimley’s article “Martial Law &
Censored Mail in Poland 1981-1982"

IBRA Results

In May 2023, the IBRA World Stamp Exhibition was held in Essen, Germany. This
prestigious show was one of the few FIP sanctioned international shows this year.



Representing Polonus in the Championship Class was Jerzy Kupiec-Weglinsky’s
exhibit Airmail in the Polish Territories (1914-1939). Jerzy also won a gold for in
the literature class for “The History of Airmail in Poland and its Contribution to
Airmail Services of Europe (1914-1939). Andrew Urushima also received as Large
Silver for his single frame exhibit “The Gross Born POW Olympics”. Congrats to
all!

Congratulations to Thomas Bieniosek — APRL Vice President!

We wanted to extend our congratulations and let everyone know that our Board
Member, Tom Bieniosek was appointed to serve as Vice President of the
American Philatelic Research Library. Tom has been a board member of the APRL
since 2019. Congratulations Thomas!

Future Newsletters
As always, if you have something to contribute to the newsletter or the Bulletin,

feel free to email me a jmazepa@comcast.net or Andrew Urushima at
aurushima@yahoo.com. In the meantime enjoy this Newsletter!

Dziekuje!

Dr. James Mazepa, RDP



