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Dear Polonus Members,

| was having a conversation with a friend the other day and we were discussing the
internet. He brought up what he called the “internet rabbit hole”. What he meant
is the experience many have, and certainly one | have, when we search for
something on the internet and before we get to what we were searching for, we
find something else interesting, and then something else, and then something else
and before you know it, we are down the “internet rabbit hole”. An hour has passed
and we still have not gotten to what we were searching for.

| submit that there is a “Polish Philatelic Rabbit Hole”. One of my side interests is
mail from the United States to Poland, basically pre-1946. Recently | acquired the
letter to Poland that is described elsewhere in the Newsletter. But then | fell into
the Polish philatelic “Rabbit Hole” and it goes this way: When was this letter sent?
When did mail to Poland cease before U.S. declared war on Germany? after
Germany declared war on the U.S. was there mail to Poland between September
1939 and December 1941? when war was declared how was the mail routed? what
was the rate for mail? was there only surface mail or was there air mail? where was
the mail censored? when was returned mail sent back to the sender? when was
mail resumed after the war? and on and on...and | still do not have all the answers!

| submit this is one reason Polish Philately is so interesting and exciting. It can take
us on an ongoing search to places we never suspected we would go. So, don’t
hesitate to jump into the next Polish philatelic “rabbit hole” you encounter, you will
be rewarded with the knowledge you gain and happy you took the plunge.
Dziekuje!

--Dr. James Mazepa, RDP



MAIL TO POLAND IN 1941, RETURNED
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| recently acquired this letter which has an interesting history. The letter was sent
from Schenectady, New York, on December 11, 1941, to “Rymanow, Europe,
Generalgovernment, Poland”. However, on this day Germany declared war on the
United States. Soon after Germany declared war, the United States declared war
on Germany on the same day. The United States suspended mail to Germany and
German occupied territories on December 12, 1941.

This letter paid the five cents rate for surface mail to Poland. It probably arrived in
New York at the Civil Censor Office the day mail was suspended. The letter was
“Examined by Civil Censor 6477” in New York who stamped the letter “RETURNED
TO SENDER/SERVICE SUSPENDED” and applied the label “RETURNED TO SENDER BY
CENSOR”. The letter is back-stamped “New York, June 2, 1942” the date the letter
was returned to the sender.

| would be interested in hearing from members who have similar letters. James
Mazepa, jmazepa@comcast.net.
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New issue highlight...

A O 5

4 w  A.GOSIK PWPW SA 2023

Polish Cities: Garwolin

Polish post continues to publish a great number of
new issues each year. As part of the Polish Cities
issues, Pocksta Polska issue a stamp commemorating
the city of Garwolin in eastern Poland. Issued on
June 5, 2023, the stamp shows the Collegiate Church
of Transfiguration as well as the statue of St. Anna
the patron saint of Garwolin. Other cities in this
series highlighted in the past few years include
Kruszwica, Lubliniec

Visit our website and refer to the Polonus Bulletin
for more new issues and detailed information

A Noteworthy Cover...

Contributed by Steve BonowsKi
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The Communist governments of Eastern Europe (1945-1990) were known for
"uninhibited" stamp issuing policies. Meaning, they issued lots of stamps, mostly
for the marketplace. While some are of interest for topical collectors, many were

Cancelled-to-Order and had full gum, meaning they never did postal duty. Poland
was no different.

This 1966 up-rated postal card was one of several similar covers that caught my
eye in 2023. It shows conclusively that some of the flashy Polish stamps actually
did postal duty (Scott #s 947, 1134, 1201, 1280). Something to ponder for the
future is why the sender felt a need to send the card via Airmail and Special
Delivery. Was there an issue in getting regular mail through the then Polish postal

system? The back has the message, in Polish, and the Washington D.C. receiver
cancel.

eBay Rogues of Polish Philately

In our ongoing search to show the best of the worst, eBay continues to be an
excellent source for candidates



Figures 1 & 2 — Front and rear of 40h Krakdw tete-beche pair

Great looking tete-beche pair of the 40h Krakdw, normal and invert! However,
three immediate problems. The 40h KrakOw does not exist imperforate, based on
how the inverts occurred, tete-beche pairs cannot exist, and the “filatelia Krakow”
stamp on the reverse is a clear indication to run away from this item.

Figure 3 — Odesa Cover

Figure 4 — Grodno cover




The individual who made the Polish Korp and Kowel imitations noted in the last
Newsletter, continues with his obsession with the back-of-the rarities. The ODESA
cover (Figure 3) and the Grodno cover (Figure 4)only need to be compared with
genuine material to be immediately dismissed as fakes, yet they have bids at the
start price of $60.00. No bad for these, if genuine they would be $5000 to $10,000!
Remember, overprinted stamps and back-of-the -book rarities are fertile ground
for fakes. Be sure to ask for certificates from a recognized Polish expert. If the price
is too good to be true, IT IS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE!

Polonus in History: 1944 Polpex
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In the midst of World War Il, Polonus was
celebrating its 5™ anniversary. With 26 of
the members actively serving in the military
and 2 who gave their lives for our country,
the Polonus membership had their 3-day
exhibition in Chicago. Polonus would meet
at the Polish Roman Catholic Union of
America (PRCU) Archives and Museum on
Milwaukee St. now the site of the present
day Polish Museum of America.

POLPEX 1944 had 26 exhibits by invitation
including presentations of Poland #1 on
cover, Krakow issues, and Poland envelopes
from 1859-65. As was the POLPEX
tradition, a souvenir sheet was produced
with the music and military airplane design
shown on the cover of the catalog

We are so appreciative of the legacy these
pioneering Polish philatelists have left for
our organization now going into our 80"
year!



Polonus News.......

NEW POLONUS WEBSITE!!!!
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As some of you may have seen, we are working on a brand-new website. We
don’t have all of functionality completed but are looking look forward to
providing more and current content on Polish philately! You can visit now but we
will announce our kickoff later this fall.

2024 POLONUS ANNUAL MEETINGT IN HARTFORD AT GASS

Mark your calendars and get your travel plans together as Polonus will be having
our 2024 Annual Meeting at the Great American Stamp Show in Hartford, CT from
August 15-18, 2024. Along with our annual meeting we will have many other
activities including presentations on Polish philately and our annual membership
dinner. For those of you interested in exhibiting, please watch the APS website for
the prospectus and application. We anticipate frames will fill up fast as there are



many other societies participating at the show. We will send out more
information as it becomes available.

2024 Renewals

Our 2024 renewals will be coming out in November! Will send out reminders
then. We are looking forward to your continued support and membership!

Exhibit at Mare Balticum 2024

For those of you interested in exhibiting in Europe next year. Consider applying
for the Mare Balticum 2024 exhibition in Estonia. This show is under the
Federation of European Philatelic Associations (FEPA) recognition and will be
judged by FIP rules. The exhibition will have over 500 frames will take place in the
modern Estonian National Museum as part of the official Tartu 2024 European
Capital of Culture program. The new “Narrow Theme Exhibits” category was
approved by the FEPA Congress this year. What will be unique about this
exhibition is that they will be accepting 1,2, 3, 5 and 8 frame exhibits. All classes
of exhibits are available. A jury feedback session will be available. Exhibitors from
Poland and the US are included in the invitation to participate.

For more information please see the website at https://marebalticum.ee/ (it’s in
English!) or contact the US Commissioner Vesma Grinfelds at vesmag@gmail.com.
Applications are online and will be taken until February 29, 2024

Polish Philatelic Literature For Sale

Our past President, Bob Ogrodnik is disposing of his library of Polish Philatelic
books. If you are interested, Bob will send you a list of what is available. Please
email Bob at robert.ogrodnik@sbcglobal.net Bob will donate 25% of the proceeds
from the sale of the books to Polonus (Thanks, Bob!)

Future Newsletters
As always, if you have something to contribute to the newsletter or the Bulletin,

feel free to email me a jmazepa@comcast.net or Andrew Urushima at
aurushima@yahoo.com. In the meantime, enjoy this Newsletter!
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