
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER #6 
Winter 2023 

 
Dear Polonus Members, 
 
On behalf of your Polonus Officers and Board Members, I extend our best wishes 
for a joyous Christmas season! I, like many of you, look forward to family time with 
those that I don’t have the opportunity to visit often, especially our grandchildren.  
I enjoy the sights and smells of Christmas and the beautiful music of the season.  Of 
course, this is the time to break out my mother’s and grandmother’s recipes which 
all get special attention this time of year.  And, yes, my daughter asks me to bring 
“real” Polish Kielbasa which she can’t find in Iowa. And she also asks not to forget 
the “real” Polish dried mushrooms so I could do my one cooking task, making my 
mother’s mushroom soup. I hope to pass on these Polish Christmas traditions to 
the next generation. 
 

 
 
I wish you all a philatelic Christmas present of that stamp or set you’ve been putting 
off getting.  Maybe the new Ruch catalog, or some new blank pages, or a new stock 
book to organize your treasures. And of course, time to sit down with your children 
and grandchildren to show and explain your Polish stamps so many of which reflect 
Polish culture and history.  



 
The greatest present I can imagine is that the beauty and peace that our Polish 
Christmas traditions brings to our families extends to our troubled world.  
 
Dr. James Mazepa, RDP 
Chairman of the Board 
Polonus Polish Philatelic Society 
 
 
A Receipt Card to the United States. 
 

 

 
 



This postal card pays the correct foreign mail postal card rate with a 15 mark sower 
stamp. It was sent from Stary Sącz in South western Poland.  This city is one of the 
oldest historic cities in Poland having been founded in the 13th century.  First sent 
to Bonifas, Michigan, January 20, 1922, but the recipient was no longer here and 
the card was forwarded to Ely, Michigan.  The U. S. postal card fee of 1¢ is paid 
with an additional 1¢ Washington. The card is a receipt for (kwota) 60,680 Polish 
marks.  The card has on the reverse a conversion from £20.50. Also, the card notes 
that if the recipient is illiterate, he needs to “make a mark” and have someone 
attest he is indeed the person who made the “mark”!  Also, of interest is the 
notation on the front that if not delivered, it should be returned to the Consulate 
General of Poland in New York. The amount of marks reflects the ongoing inflation 
in Poland. Inflation started in Poland in the first days of the Republic and steadily 
increased ending with hyper-inflation during late 1923 and especially in1924.  
Inflation ended April 30, 1924, with the change over to the gold standard from the 
Polish mark to the Polish Złoty. 

 
 
eBay rogue of month…. 
 

 



 
Continue be cautious of the forgeries that are out on the market.  Above is 
a beautiful cover showing the Gross Born Husarz mini sheet on cover.  If 
genuine the sheet alone has a  Fischer catalog value of 45,000 zloty (over 
US$11,000) but this fake will cost you only $49.99.  What are the issues 
here.. First the Husarz mini sheet has a printing of 38 (yes… 38!)  And 
none are known to be used on cover.  The cancels are period correct but 
there is no documented purple philatelic exhibition cancel (on the center of 
the mini sheet).  Additionally the rectangular Olympic cancel in the upper 
right was used a cachet vs a true cancel.  And the kicker is…. the double 
ring cancel in the lower center has a date of 14 August 1944 but the issue 
date of the Husarz sheet is 15 August 1944!     
 
 
 
New issue highlight: Battle of Chocim Anniversary 
 

 
 

In December, 2023 Polish post issued a minisheet commemorating the 350th 
anniversary of the Battle of Chocim.  The Battle of Chocim (or Khotyn, which is 
now part of Ukraine) was fought in November 1673 between the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth against forces Ottoman Empire.  The min isheet 
featues the famous painting by  Andrzej Stech showing  John III Sobieski leading 
the Commonwealth to victory over the Turk’s.  The interesting fact about this 
issue is that is a part of crypto stamp series being put out by the Polish Post.  
More about these interesting NFTs to come in an upcoming Bulletin. 
 
 
 



Polonus News……. 
 
 
2024 POLONUS ANNUAL MEETINGT IN HARTFORD AT GASS 
 
Mark your calendars and get your travel plans together as Polonus will be having 
Our 2024 Annual Meeting at the Great American Stamp Show in Hartford, CT 
from August 15-18, 2024. Here is some info on hotels: 
 
Hartford Marriott Downtown 
200 Columbus Blvd. 
Hartford, CT 06103 
 
Room Rates: 
Single/Double occupancy $159/night + local tax 
 
Reservation: Click here to reserve a room or 
call 888-236-2427 and specify room block under "APS Stamp Show". 
 
Along with our annual meeting we will have many other activities including 
presentations on Polish philately and our annual membership dinner. For those of 
you interested in exhibiting, please watch the APS website for the prospectus and 
application.  We anticipate frames will fill up fast as there are many other 
societies participating at the show.   
 
2024 Renewals 
 
Reminder, please pay your 2024 dues if you haven’t already.  Click here if you 
wish to pay via paypal click here https://polonus.org/paypal-portal (no need to 
complete the form!).  If you have any questions regarding your membership 
status (some of you have previously paid for multiple years or have life 
memberships!) please email us at info@polonus.org. Also if you care to make a 
donation to Polonus please click here or visit https://polonus.org/donations/ 
  
 
Future Newsletters 
 
As always, if you have something to contribute to the newsletter or the Bulletin, 
feel free to email me a jmazepa@comcast.net or Andrew Urushima at 
aurushima@yahoo.com. In the meantime, enjoy this Newsletter! 
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Happy Holidays! 
 

 


